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Happy February everyone,
The month of love and the month of the eagerly anticipated bus service! I
am just waiting on the bus time table to arrive at which point I will pop it
on the village notice board. Hopefully this should be imminent.
Thank you to all that attended the meeting to discuss the precept last month.
Roll on our face-to-face AGM later in the year, at a date yet to be
confirmed but looking like March/April, as I know we will have a lot to
discuss regards Easter, summer celebrations and of course the village
nemesis….dog poo!

Notes from the Chair
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Lucinda Fuoco - NAPM Chair
Telephone: (01869) 340588
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340470
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Tuck Hatzigeorgiou, Acting Chairperson
Email: tuck56@hotmail.com
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Eileen Gilmore: Tel (01869) 347210
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347888 or 347865
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

You can telephone Lucinda on 340588
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk Lucinda

12th January 2022 ~ On Zoom ~ The Minutes
Officers present: Chair Lucinda Fuoco (LF),Treasurer Sue
Hatzigeorgiou (SH), Secretary Annie Savage (AS).
Also present: Julie Alnugaidi, Marcus Potts, Kildare Bourke
Borrowes.
Lucinda began by welcoming everyone to the Meeting and Annie
explained that although the AGM usually takes place during January,
the Officers made the decision not to hold it due to the Covid pandemic.
Many residents do not enjoy using Zoom and it was felt that it would
be less inclusive than delaying it to a point in the not too distant
future, when we can meet at the Bakehouse or possibly even outside
if the weather was kind.
Initially March was suggested but Sue reminded the Meeting that the
Accounts and Governance Reports are due in April and it would be
useful to consider whether or not the meeting could be held in a way
that was reflective of this.
A discussion took place regarding the Precept and Annie reminded
the meeting that a decision was taken to reduce the amount requested
from CDC two years ago when we reviewed the activities permitted
under the Parish Meeting rules. Sue reminded us that the Precept
claimed had not been a zero sum (Annie apologised for the error she
had made in the Meeting announcement) as we had made a claim
sufficient to cover the village insurance. The sum was £300 and a
discussion followed about whether we should make the claim based
on the same level this year. Lucinda proposed £300 to be claimed via
the Precept, Sue seconded and the meeting agreed.
It was also agreed that no other business was to be discussed at this
Meeting, and a date for the next full Meeting and AGM will be published
here in the News.

North Aston Village Meeting

Front Cover: The Yurt at Nicholsons, open Tuesday to Saturday for Breakfast and
Lunch. To be sure of a table, please book ...

What a load of rubbish ...
Thanks to all those who took part in the community Litter-Pick on Sunday
30th January. Enough rubbish was collected from the verges and lanes
around the village to fill six binliners. While most of this appears to have
been flung from the windows of passing cars, a sizeable amount must have
come from the pockets of ramblers and dog walkers.
Up for discussion at the next Village Meeting will be the perennial issue of
dog poo - not only left raw for the unwary to step in, but apparently bagged
and knotted and hung in trees like some odious festive decoration. Is there
a solution? Have your say, or write to us here at the News ...
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Planning Applications
Notice of various Planning Applications have been received from
CDC. Visit https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/ and keyword
search “North Aston” for more information.
Having recently cleared the backlog of outstanding applications,
the Planning Department at CDC now has a raft of new ones to
consider. Some have moved ahead fairly quickly, while decisions
on the remainder are expected later this month.
North Aston Hall St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. Planning
application has been submitted for the construction of an estate
office and vehicle storage facility on the plot below Upper House.
Comments by 22nd February, with an anticipated decision date
of 23rd March. Reference No: 22 / 00276 / F
North Aston Hall St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. An
application has been made to make alterations to the roof,
chimneys and guttering of the main house, including re-pointing
and the replacement of a single-storey extension. Comments must
be submitted before 24th February, with an anticipated decision
date of 23rd March. Reference No: 22 / 00280 / LB
North Aston Hall St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. A
planning application has been made to permit the replacement
of an agricultural storage barn. Comments are requested by 22nd
February with at target decision date of 18th March. Reference
No: 22 / 00224 / F
The Old Bakery, North Aston Organics, Somerton Road, OX25
6HX. An application has been made to permit the erection of a
traditional pole barn for the storage of a small tractor and other
implements. A decision was expected by 19th January. Reference
No: 21 / 04256 / AGN

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Planning

About SJB Hearing Company Ltd
Sarah-Jane Brown is an experienced Hearing
Aid Audiologist and has been working in the
Banbury area for the past 5 years. She has built
up a strong reputation and has helped hundreds
of local people to improve their hearing and overall
health & wellbeing.

“I’m looking forward to welcoming you into my
clinic and helping with your hearing health needs”

Complimentary Hearing Assessment
State of the art hearing technology
Friendly, Impartial advice
Earwax removal with Micro-suction
Bespoke Hearing Protection
              - shooting, motorcyclists, musicians

SJB Hearing Co Ltd is a private, independent practice
owned & operated by Mrs Sarah-Jane Brown

www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk  ~  tel: 01869 254 019
email:booking@sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

Ashcroft Therapy Centre, Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW

Do you deserve a treat this winter?
Highly recommended is a Tour & Tasting event at the Cotswolds
Distillery in Stourton, near Shipston on Stour. For just £20 per
head, you enjoy a guided tour of the distillery followed by a
comprehensive and well-instructed tasting session in the
distillery’s own lounge. There’s also an excellent café on site
offering lunches and teas. See how whisky and gin are made and
then savour the flavour! www.cotswoldsdistillery.com

Brown Bin Deadline
Don’t forget that you only have until the end of this month to
register for on-going collection of garden waste by Cherwell
District Council. From next month, March, the fortnightly emptying
of the brown wheelie bin will no longer be free of charge.
The new annual fee is £40. This is discounted to £36 if you pay
promptly. There is also a reduced fee available on any second
bin. In January you may have found another tag fixed to your bin
letting you know that the new food waste bins will be delivered
soon. These will be emptied fortnightly as before.
If you wish to continue with your regular garden waste collection,
you must register on the CDC website before 28th February. Go to
www.cherwell.gov.uk/gardenwaste

Full Fibre Rant
The forthright article in last month’s news rattled a few cages,
but perhaps not loudly enough. However, we have had
encouraging feedback from OCC’s Broadband for Oxfordshire
office, and hope to have better news next month.

Just Around the Corner
There have been some changes taking place at Nicholsons.
In January it was announced that Nicholsons was uniting with
forestry and environmental consultancy firm Lockhart Garratt.
Bringing the two businesses together is seen as an
opportunity to offer high quality forestry and landscaping
services and expertise within a single cohesive team, from
planning support through to landscape delivery.
The expansion comes after the two companies worked together
to develop the not-for-profit Forest Canopy Foundation (FCF),
a partnership of professionals from the forestry industry leading
the way in helping to address climate change by promoting
woodland creation and management across England.
“It became evident that our two companies had a great deal
of cultural synergy and complementary expertise.” said John
Lockhart. With over six decades of experience between them,
both companies work to solve landowners’ and developers’
problems, ensuring the best outcome. With their shared
positive culture and extensive range of experience, Nicholsons
Lockhart Garratt aims to be a significant force for change,
influence and support in the environmental planning and
forestry industries during the challenging years ahead.
We wish Niel, Liz and all at Nicholsons a flourishing future ...



4

It's started to look and feel a bit more like spring is just around
the corner this last week. It's been cold, true enough, but it's
been dry and we have had some lovely sunny days.
The Collared Doves have started calling for mates now down
in our corner and the Chiffchaffs are chiff-chaffing like mad.
They’re keen to find a partner and get on with raising some
young before their huge flight at the end of the summer.
(Chiffchaffs fly all the way to sub-Saharan Africa to overwinter,
which is a major challenge for a bird that weighs less than a
pound coin. A sign that Climate Change really is having an
effect is the RSPB’s observation that some Chiffchaffs now
stay here throughout the winter.)
Snow drops are popping up in abundance and Wendy said
they seemed to be really early this year. The nights are slowly
starting to draw out a bit too, and our Bantams aren’t going to
roost now until five o'clock.
We seem to be doing more walks than ever these days.
Wendy is still going out on her bike, but I think I've turned into
a fair-weather biker and just enjoying walking instead. I had
an especially good one with lots of spots in mid-February,
heading around the back of the park, through Hendon, and
then over and down to Cold Harbour. Spots that day included
a Tufted Duck, the usual deer, and a fox that I saw three
times in three different places. He just kept popping up in
front of me!  On another memorable walk we put up a
Woodcock from the marshy lump down below Duns Tew.
That’s the first I've seen since we stopped working dogs, and
it was a wondrous sight.

With Stephen Rees
North Aston Nature Notes

Bird of the Month ~ The Robin
I think most people if asked would probably relate Mr Robin
Redbreast with winter. They are actually very interesting little
birds. Both male and female sing, and unlike most other
songbirds, they sing all year round. They are the first to sing
in the morning and the last to sing at night. Their song changes
from season to season, and at the moment they are calling
for mates, so both are very tuneful and vocal.
Male Robins are vicious little devils! They fight other males
and savagely protect their own territory, even fighting to the
death sometimes. Both male and female Robins have the red
breast, but the female is slightly less red. So, if you see two
together they will be one of each, because two males would
be fighting. Saying this, it seems they have little fear of humans
and often come very close. Wendy is always telling me of
robins that have sat on her fork handle or landed next to her
while she’s been weeding.
A word of warning though ... it's bad luck to look a Robin
straight in the eye, but good luck to say good morning to
them though. Medieval folklore tells of Robins being connected
to the spirit world, and if you tell them a message (without
looking them in the eye) and you’re courteous, they will take
your message to the “other side” for you.
There’s more to the little Robin than a red bib, so make sure
you say good morning to the next one you see.

Regards, Steve & Wendy

I was watching a Kestrel through my binoculars when it dived
down and caught a vole. It flew up into a tree and started to
rip it to bits. It was very impressive to see how strong its
talons must be. Two branches below the Kestrel a Black Cap
was stood, calling out but taking no notice of the bits of vole
falling down past him.
Back up near the church I was met by the clamour of Rooks.
There was a right fuss going on. The birds were chasing a
squirrel about and really mobbing it. Rooks and squirrels are
arch enemies, probably because rooks lay their eggs in a
hole and squirrels are very partial to an egg or two.
One thing I did want to mention is the lack of rabbits this last
six months or so. Has anyone else noticed? Last summer
there were usually 15 or 20 in Beesley’s, behind our house .
Now we are down to just one or two.
On a walk the other morning I got to thinking about different
birds for different times of year, and I wondered what bird
people would relate to most at this time of year. Then I thought,
ooohhhh ... let's do a Bird of the Month bit in the article. So:
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The defibrillator is located in the porch at 4 Somerton
Road. CPR & Defibrillator training sessions are
arranged from time to time. For more information or
to book a session, please contact Mark: 347806

Firstly, a belated Happy New Year. Hopefully all our readers
are well and enjoyed their Christmas break.
We have certainly been busy as always at the station
attending 13 callouts for the month, consisting of fires, RTCs
and standbys at other stations.
Our most local callout being to the Red Lion in Deddington
between Christmas and the New Year, to an electrical fire.
Upon arrival, we were faced with an arcing mains supply and
a small fire from the supply before it reached the fuse box.
Gary had fortunately seen the sparks and prevented it
spreading to the accommodation area above using fire
extinguishers, but with no obvious way of turning the supply
off, Deddington crews used CO2 extinguishers and a thermal
imaging camera to keep the fire from re igniting whilst the
electricity board were contacted to make the area safe. After
40 minutes of the fire continually flaring up, a small explosion
resulted in the cables blowing themselves out and tripping
out the main feed.
When the engineer arrived, he was able to test the mains
feed and confirm that it had indeed tripped itself out. He was
then able to facilitate switching off the main sub-station feed
to allow works to be carried out, and allow the supply to be re
connected and cables replaced.
Unfortunately, this led to part of the village being briefly without
power, but all power was restored by the evening. Upon re

inspection of the premises, we checked the electrical box
area and the accommodation above to ensure the fire hadn’t
spread into voids and to confirm there were no smouldering
timbers. We fitted an extra smoke alarm for safety.
What could have been a far more serious event was prevented
by swift action from the owner himself, aided by this happening
in the early evening rather than in the small hours of the
morning.
Training-wise, a packed month saw Deddington crews
attending several scenario days, sessions and exercises –
from single to 6 pump mock incidents. And we are glad to
report that Emma Flint passed her LGV driving course and
has her “Blue Light” training booked for March, which will
allow her to drive to and from emergencies.

James Greenwood FFD james@cyclogicalshop.co.uk
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New Vista for the Hall
Residents will have noticed that work has commenced on
landscaping the area of land facing The Hall known formerly
as The Top Park. Some existing trees have been thinned,
while many more are due to be planted in the coming weeks.

The Work Explained ...
Mario and Marie have provided a brief explanation of the
proposed landscaping:

The plan (left) shows the idea to restore the Parkland to
the south of the Hall and recreate the connection between
the Hall and the wider landscape.
This March we are planning with landscape architects Isabel
and Julian Bannerman to plant 88 semi-mature native trees,
oaks, limes, beech etc  which are designed to make a
powerful axis from the Hall to the South.
By removing some damaged and recently planted trees on
the South side of St Mary’s walk everybody will be able to
enjoy the views to the South. This is the first stage of the
rejuvenation of the Park.

Some of the new trees proposed for the new planting will be
mature and of considerable size. Not only will this result in
“instant landscape”, but their
arrival should also provide
an exciting spectacle as
they are installed into their
new environment. Nearer the
time we hope to be able to
let residents know when
delivery of these trees is
due, so that we can all
witness their arrival.
Work has also begun on
restoring some of the
gardens around The Hall to
their former glory.
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Setting an example ...
Six months before her coronation, the Queen asked the people of the United Kingdom and the
Commonwealth to:

“Pray that God may give me the wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making,
and that I may faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.”

As this month sees the 70th anniversary of the Queen’s accession to the throne, I think most of us are agreed that
this prayer has indeed been answered.
Her Majesty has been an amazing example and role model all her life - but like all such, sometimes we need to
remember one or two important things. It’s right to honour, respect and be thankful for those who shine a light in
this life for us. And the Queen certainly has done that for a very long time; as do (in their way) artists, celebrities,
sportspeople, teachers, parents and all sorts of others.
But all are just people. We should never place too much weight on another, too much expectation, too much
demand. No-one is perfect. As the Queen said in one of her Christmas broadcasts:

“Although we are capable of great acts of kindness, history teaches us that we sometimes need saving from
ourselves - from our recklessness or our greed.”

It’s OK to be thankful for the example and life of someone who is amazing - but not perfect. We don’t have to
pretend. We should just be grateful, and recognise that greatness isn’t about being perfect - it’s about being as
human as anyone else, and doing good for others even though sometimes others are focussing on our faults.
Her Majesty, living in the spotlight as she does, has found her way of dealing with all that - and it’s a pretty good
way. She went on to say in that same Christmas broadcast:

You can also contact members of the PCC:
Church Wardens: Clive Busby, (casb@north-aston.com, 340470)
and Annabel Bevan, (annabelbevan@hotmail.com, 345153).
Richard Bailey (LLM, ex officio), Vicky Taylor (secretary), Jeremy Taylor,
Ginny Stay, Jane Jana, Beryl Greenwood.

“God sent into the world a unique person -
neither a philosopher nor a general (important
though they are) but a Saviour, with the power
to forgive. Forgiveness lies at the heart of the
Christian faith. It can heal broken families, it can
restore friendships and it can reconcile divided
communities. It is in forgiveness that we feel
the power of God’s love.”

There are times in all
our families,
friendships and
communities that we
need such an example,
such power, such
forgiving love.
The Queen is quite
right: it does not
belong to the Church or
to Christians - it is the
gift of God. And as we
celebrate Her Majesty’s
long reign, perhaps too
we might open our
hearts afresh to the
Lord whom she serves,
and pray that we too
might receive (after
her example) such
forgiving love for one
another.

Church Services in February 2022
N. ASTON S. ASTON TACKLEY

Sunday 6th February

5:30 pm
Evensong

Revd Jeremy Auld

No Service

5:30 pm
Evensong

Richard Bailey

9:30am
Holy Communion

Revd Andrew Bunch

7:30 pm
Holy Communion

at Woodstock Church

5:30 pm
Evensong

Revd Jeremy Auld

9:30 am
Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer
Cn Charles Chadwick

10:30 am
United Benefice

Holy Communion
Revd Jeremy Auld

9:30 am
Holy Communion

Revd Stephen Pix

9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

No Service

9:30am
Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer
Cn Charles Chadwick

11:00 am
Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer
Cn Charles Chadwick

No Service

11:00 am
Holy Communion

Revd Richard Armitage

11:00 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

No Service

11:00 am
Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer
Cn Charles Chadwick

Sunday 13th February

Sunday 20th February

Sunday 27th February

Ash Wednesday 2nd March

Revd Marcus Green

Call: (01869) 340903
Email: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk.

More news is always available on the
website at www.sntchurch.com

Sunday 6th March

The Queen in 1952



8

Deddington Farmers’ Market
This month’s market is scheduled for Saturday 26th February.
For further information and the latest news, visit the website:
www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk

Wednesday Fish & Chips: 5:50 pm to 6:20 pm
Support for Van 99, which visits The Green every Wednesday at
5:50pm for about 20 minutes, is waning somewhat. If you enjoy
your Fish & Chips, and want it to continue, please use it. You can
pre-order by emailing van99orders@gmail.com or calling 07484
360719. You can track the van’s progress on bit.ly/findvan99

Temporary Closure of Middle Aston Lane
A reminder that the Middle Aston Lane  will be closed to through
traffic from the 23 February for two, perhaps three days, between
08:00 and 18:00 each day. Access to to properties to the north of
Middle Aston will only be possible from the North Aston end.
Further information may be obtained by contacting Ash Bowers
via email on ash.bowers@freeflowtm.co.uk

Be Bright, Be Seen
Concern has been expressed about pedestrians on the Middle
Aston Lane in dark clothing, especially early evening, who risk
being mown down by cars and cyclists. A hi-vis top is obviously
best, but if not that, then at least wear a brighter-coloured jacket
and carry a flashlight.

Congratulations & Best Wishes!
Happy 12th Birthday to our wonderful, brilliant, kind William!
Have a fantastic day darling. We love you to the furthest star
and back. Lots of love Mummy, Daddy, Evelyn, Sebastian and all
of your furry, four-legged friends xxxx

Baby Sitting Service
My name is Susie, I am nearly 15, live in North Aston and am
looking for babysitting work on Friday or Saturday nights or
weeknights in the school holidays. I have enjoyed recent
experience with looking after younger children at my dance
school. Please call my Mum Vicky on 07483 291277.

The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to
all the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is sent out to an extensive emailing list every
month. To be included in that list, please contact the News, stating your wish to be added to the mailing list. We welcome contributions, which need
to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements, which may be hand written). To submit an item, including high resolution
photographs suitable for use on the front cover, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
Advertising is welcome. If you wish to place a Display or Classified advert in the News, please request a rate card by email: info@north-aston.co.uk

North Aston News

February BirthdaysAnnouncements

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month.  If you’re not listed, or know

someone who should be, please let us know.

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg at
affordable prices

Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Tel: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

visit the website at:
www.northastonorganics.co.uk

Too busy?
Why not try our Veg Box
Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered straight to your
door!

Vegetable StallVegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery

Congratulations to this month’s winners! For more info on
the Club, call Bev on 347434 or email info@north-aston.co.uk.

January 2022

1st Prize (£25): Susie Taylor (#123)
2nd Prize (£5): Freya Doggett (#25)

The winners of last month’s draw were:

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

Tuck Hatzigeorgiou
William Fuoco

Mia Obinna (9th)
Jocelyn Parsons

Marie Von Papen (28th)


