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Hello everyone,
Autumn feels very much on its way now, golden tones and cooler nights.
However the summer fun hasn’t quite finished ... we of course have our
eagerly awaited Village Party to look forward to and the annual Flower
& Produce Show, all coming your way on Saturday 4th.
And whilst we are on the subject of village fun, I would like to say a huge
thank you to Mario and Marie for hosting such a gorgeous party a couple
of weeks ago. I was so sad to have missed it, but I was lucky enough to get
a blow-by-blow from William who thought the whole event was ‘epic’!
I shall look forward to seeing lots of you on Saturday for wonderful food,
flowing vino and great company!

Notes from the Chair

SEPTEMBER 2021, No:371

Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Lucinda Fuoco - NAPM Chair
Telephone: (01869) 340588
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340470
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Tuck Hatzigeorgiou, Acting Chairperson
Email: tuck56@hotmail.com
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Eileen Gilmore: Tel (01869) 347210
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347888 or 347865
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

You can telephone Lucinda on 340588
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk Lucinda

Front Cover: The harvest was well under way in the last days of August, with the
combine working through the field of oats alongside the Middle Aston Lane.

Just a reminder to those attending the Village Party on Saturday 4th that
everyone is being asked to take a voluntary Lateral Flow Test on the day of
the party, to ensure they are negative for Covid.

Test kits will be available free of charge at the Flower & Produce Show on
the Green (from 1 - 4pm) and can also be requested by sending an email
to info@north-aston.co.uk or calling round to 2 School Cottages. Anyone
with symptoms, or testing positive, is asked not to attend.

Guests need to bring their own refreshments, and can donate an optional
dessert to share if they wish - the more the merrier. All other food, crockery,
glasses and cutlery will be provided, as well as a welcoming drink. All
dietary requirements can be catered for, but need to be advised of in advance.
Email info@north-aston.co.uk or telephone Franca or Marcus on 347356.

Flower & Produce Show - Saturday 4th September
Entries to The Green between 9:00 and 11:00 am

Closed for Judging from 12:00 noon
Open to visitors from 1:00 to 4:00

Please come along and support this year’s Flower & Produce Show on The
Green from one o’clock. As well as the usual entry of prize vegetables,
flowers and galleries of photographs, there will also be games and activities
for children (of all ages!), tea and cakes, and the thrilling Spud-in-the-Tub
competition – to be judged at around 3:30 pm.
Any questions regarding the Flower & Produce Show should be directed to
Tuck on 347727 or tuck56@hotmail.com

North Aston Gardening Club
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Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Planning Applications
Notice of various Planning Applications have been received from
CDC. Visit https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/ and keyword
search “North Aston” for more information.
As can be seen from the list, many applications are now running
months behind schedule, but decisions on several of these are
expected in the first two weeks of September.
Lower House St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. An
application has been made to pollard and reduce in height a
very old Robinia pseudoacacia, now stag-headed with split trunk
and dead branches, and to lift crown on a Tulip tree to allow
more light into the house.  A decision is expected 17th September.
Reference No: 21 / 02749 / TCA
North Aston Hall St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. An
application has been made to remove various trees and sections
of hedge to enable restoration and replanting of the gardens
around the Hall, subject to TPO 21 / 02537. A decision is expected
on 3rd September.  Reference No: 21 / 02703 / TCA
Bradenstoke Barn & Coach House, St Mary’s Walk, OX25 6AA.
Four distinct applications relating to work proposed on both
these  properties remain under consultation, with decisions all
now overdue. Reference Nos: 21 / 02003 / LB and 21 / 02002 / F.
Also discharge notices 21 / 02017 / DISC and 21 / 02018 / DISC
North Aston Hall St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. A
decision on the application to carry out surgery to various trees
close to the Hall was due in early August, but has not yet been
announced. Reference No: 21 / 01996 / TPO
Gate Cottage Somerton Road North Aston OX25 6HX. A decision
relating to plans to replace the existing kitchen extension at the
rear of the cottage was due at the end of July, but remains
unresolved. Ref Nos: 21 / 01861 / LB  and 21/ 0 1860 / F
18 The Green North Aston OX25 6HX. The application relating
to arboreal work on a Willow remains under consultation, and
is now three months overdue. Reference No: 21 / 01206 / TCA
North Aston Hall St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. A
decision regarding partial strip-out of some floors in The Hall is
several months overdue. Reference No: 21 / 01012 / LB
There will be a  meeting and AGM for the MCNP on the 15th.
North Aston will be represented, and the subject of traffic calming
measures and 106 Funding will be discussed.

About SJB Hearing Company Ltd
Sarah-Jane Brown is an experienced Hearing
Aid Audiologist and has been working in the
Banbury area for the past 5 years. She has built
up a strong reputation and has helped hundreds
of local people to improve their hearing and overall
health & wellbeing.

“I’m looking forward to welcoming you into my
clinic and helping with your hearing health needs”

Complimentary Hearing Assessment
State of the art hearing technology
Friendly, Impartial advice
Earwax removal with Micro-suction
Bespoke Hearing Protection - shooting, motorcyclists, musicians

SJB Hearing Co Ltd is a private, independent practice owned & operated by Mrs Sarah-Jane Brown

www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk  ~  tel: 01869 254 019
email:booking@sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

Ashcroft Therapy Centre, Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW

The defibrillator is located in the porch at 4 Somerton
Road. CPR & Defibrillator training sessions are
arranged from time to time. For more information or
to book a session, please contact Mark: 347806

Dear Mario and Marie
When you invited the village to your At Home, I don't think
any of us could  have imagined just what a wonderful party
you were giving us and I'm sure I speak for everyone when I
say how amazingly generous you both were. Happily it was a
perfect day and the sun shone throughout which added to the
magic of the occasion but it was your warmth which shone
through. It was lovely to look around and see so many friends
and neighbours coming together and Tony and I would like to
say a huge thank you to you both and look forward to you
being in the Hall on a permanent basis. Annie

Every year there is a reminder about 'Ride and Stride' but, as
the make up of the village changes over time, I think fewer
and fewer residents know what it is about.
Well, it's a great excuse to cycle/walk/ride around our glorious
local countryside and see inside our beautiful and historic
churches. You make your own route and get sponsored to
visit as many churches as you can.
It has been quite competitive in the past, with some people
reaching 25 churches or more.  Most of the churches provide
refreshments. The sponsor money goes to support the fabric
of the churches in Oxfordshire, with half the money raised by
local residents going to our own St Mary's.
Although attendance is declining, most people seem to
appreciate having the church when it comes to baptisms,
weddings and funerals, along with Christmas and Easter
services. One of the ways the village usually shows its support
is by donating half the profits from the village fête, but as we
haven't had one for the last two years, that has meant a big
drop in the church's income.
So please think about joining in or at the very least sponsoring
some one who is Riding or Striding.

Mark Stay

Planning
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Hello all, and welcome to September – my favourite month.
I was sat down in our summer house on a Saturday afternoon
last month, having a cuppa, and waiting for Mrs Rees to get
back from bike ride. I was watching a combine working the
other side of the valley, and it got me into reminiscing about
when we were kids. My brothers and sisters all loved harvest
time, watching the corn being cut, and chasing the rabbits
and foxes that were hiding in the last bit of corn in the middle
of the field. As the combine got nearer and nearer they reached
the point where they couldn't stand it any more, and they’d
make a bolt for it. In later years we’d be there with guns and
would shoot them, but I hated it. It felt so wrong, as they were
already scared enough from the big machines, and they had
no idea what was going on.
Much better than that was what came after the harvest; the
burning of the fields. Oh my goodness, what a sight to behold!
For those of you much younger than me, you’ll never have
seen this, and maybe can't imagine what happened, but the
farmers would  go around the outside of the fields and push
the straw on a row or two, so it wasn't too near the hedges,
and then set fire to it. The flames were massive! Thick black
smoke would fill the sky. This wasn't just one field, it was
right across the whole valley.
Within minutes the air was full of black bits. Mum hated it!
She had to dry the washing in our bedrooms. Young people
today won't be able to imagine what we were seeing. Some
days it looked as if the whole valley was on fire. I can't even
start to think about how much damage was being done to the
environment and how many poor creatures suffered. Anyway,
it doesn't happen any more, but it’s a vivid memory for me.
There were a few other interesting bits last month. Did any of
you witness Flying Ant Day on August the 4th? At six o'clock
Wendy called me outside to see what was going on. The
whole sky was full of flying ants. We walked across the lawn
to find loads of nests that had hatched out all at the same
time. Apparently it happens every year. The young queens
and all the male ants leave the nest on the same day. It can
take only 5 or 6 minutes before it’s over. I've never seen it
before, and it was so amazing.
The blackberries have started to ripen nicely, and it looks like
it will be a good harvest this year.

With Stephen Rees
North Aston Nature Notes

We’ve seen loads of tiny little butterflies on our Catnip thse
past weeks. They’re very lovely, but I have no idea what they
are, and Google hasn't been any help in identifying them either.
Any suggestions?
Two funny things to add. I was watching a Buzzard a few
days ago, doing something very strange . People say animals
are dumb, but I think that’s far from true. They learn very
quickly. For example, when we were putting lots of food into
our bird feeders, the Pheasants found it, and they came back
day after day. They’d soon learnt. The Buzzard I spotted was
hovering over the verge of a motorway, just like a Kestrel.
Now Buzzards don't usually hover – they soar and have
amazing eyesight that means they can see carrion from miles
away. However, this bird, whether from watching Kestrels or
by working it out for itself, had learned to hover. It was waiting
for rabbits to move or come out into the open, and then it
would pounce. Amazing.
It was my big bro Tony who witnessed this first, and told me
about it. I wasn't sure he was right, but then I saw the same
thing for myself, at 5:30 one afternoon in late August.
A few days ago I was watching a blackbird. It was standing
on the grass, with its head cocked to one side, like it was
listening for something. Then it hopped along a bit further,
and did it again. Suddenly, it shoved its beak into the grass
and pulled out a big worm. It did this three or four times and
always came up with a worm. It was obviously able to hear
the worms moving around underground, and knew exactly
where to find them. It's amazing what you can see if you just
stop and look for a bit.
Finally, we appear to have a monster in the village, harassing
dogs and people. A few people have seen it, and from the
descriptions, I think it's a mink. If you start to lose fish from
your pond, or hens, let me know! Cheers for now.

Stephen & Wendy.

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg at
affordable prices

Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Tel: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

visit the website at:
www.northastonorganics.co.uk

Too busy? Why not try
our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered straight to
your door!

Vegetable StallVegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
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Those on the village mailing list will have had an update, and
in some cases a rap across the knuckles, because the  initial
response to last month’s apeal to “pledge” Gigabit Vouchers
to the FTTP scheme was dire. The email sent out at the end
of August prompted some more households to sign up, and
has helped to raise the total “pledged” to just over £100,000,
but that is only 30% of the total we need if this initiative is to
succeed.
When we went through the first stage of preparing for this
project, 80 households in the village said they would support
the scheme. So far, only 26 homes and 15 businesses have
followed through with a ‘pledge’, which is well short of the
number we need.
If you are one of those who’ve still not yet visited the website
and offered your pledge to the scheme, please do it now. It
will take five minutes, that’s all, yet it could transform North
Aston for generations to come.

As was stressed in the email sent out last month, and
explained in the August edition of the North Aston News, if
you are already a broadband user, this vital development to
bring future-proofed fibre connectivity to every property in the
village will cost you nothing. However, if we can’t get the full
support of the community, it may never happen at all.
The residents of North Aston are fortunate to be at the head
of the queue as this new technology is introduced country-
wide. Please, don't squander the opportunity by sitting on
your hands, or leaving it too late. We need everyone to pledge
their vouchers to the scheme, and to do it soon.
If you haven’t yet made that pledge, and you decide not to,
then the project might never happen. If, by chance, we do get
sufficient subscribers, even without your help, and it goes
ahead without you, then your home will be left out. If you own
your own property, then lack of FTTP when all others around
you are connected will have a significantly detrimental impact
on its value. What’s more, if you change your mind later, and
decide to join the network, then you'll have to pay for the
installation from your own pocket, and that will cost  several
thousand pounds. So, here's the link again:

www.openreach.co.uk/iwantultrafast
An explanation on how to complete the form can be found in
last month’s News.

What a month! We were very busy at the station with 22
shouts encompassing RTCs, rescues, standbys, barn fires
and even a light aircraft. With summer temperatures creeping
up, drilling and fire fighting became increasingly taxing.
We have undertaken numerous compound drills covering
pumping from open water, water relays, hazard spotting,
improvisation, multiple vehicle accidents and fire simulations
(shops and residential flats).
One multiple vehicle RTC saw us confronted by two cars,
one being under the rear of another, with a farm telehandler’s
front loader through the roof of one of the vehicles. We had to
remove several casualties from each of the two cars, some
stable and others with life-threatening injuries. After initial
stabilisation of both the farm machinery and vehicles, our
IEC medics were able to assess the casualties and categorise
their injuries. At this stage, rapid extraction plans were put
into place, should any of the casualties rapidly decline and
require immediate hospitalisation. Luckily we had a spare
training pump so were able to divide into two crews and tackle
both cars at the same time.
Honing and practicing rescue techniques was key to this
exercise, and each casualty allowed differing extraction
methods: pedal spreading, door popping, B post rip, roof fold,
rear hatch removal and third door creation. Working within a
team, each member was able to assess, secure, expose,
reveal and remove the relevant parts of the vehicles to get the
casualties out on spine boards. As a rescue service, we work
to the “golden hour” principle – from the 999 call to the hospital
should ideally be less than an hour, which gives any casualties

a maximum chance of survival. Okay, we were using dummies
which don’t scream and shout, but the drill was completed in
a solid 50 minutes before clear up!
It may seem ages ago now, but back in July we had several
days with record-setting high temperatures. If the hot weather
returns, please remember to stay hydrated at all times. If you
are barbecuing outside, make sure that all naked flames are
always monitored and not left unattended. When you’ve
finished, check that smouldering coals are fully out, and
matches and cigarettes are not tossed into the dry vegetation.
Don’t let carelessness call us out….

James Greenwood FFD – james@cyclogicalshop.co.uk

Congratulations to this month’s winners! For more info on
the Club, call Bev on 347434 or email info@north-aston.co.uk.

August 2021

1st Prize (£10): Nigel Doggett (#6)
2nd Prize (£5): Archie Stay (#134)

The winners of last month’s draw were:

You’ve got to be in it to win it!



6

North Aston Views
The photograph was taken by a visitor
to The Hall in 1881. It is one of about

twenty prints which include views
from in and around The Hall, in the

surrounding parkland, on the
Green, and in the village itself ...

but this house is a mystery.
Do you recognise the building

or know where it might be?
Please let us know.

Updates from TVP
There have been various messages and advisory emails from
Thames Valley Police recently, including:
Counter Service
As was noted previously, counter service by TVP is changing,
with walk-in reception counters in Bicester, HQ South in
Kidlington, and Witney now permanently closed. If you would
normally use one of these front counters, you’ll need to seek
alternative ways of contacting TVP in the future. Existing
counters in Oxford, Aylesbury, Abingdon, Banbury, Newbury
remain open, as well as some others further afield. TVP stress
that this has no impact on officer numbers or local Police
services. Further details and front counter opening times are
available from www.thamesvalley.police.uk

In fact, TVP is actively recruiting, and is inviting applicants to
join the Police Constable-Degree Holder Entry Programme
(PC-DHEP). Check the website for details.
Action Fraud has received hundreds of reports about fake
emails purporting to be from the NHS and offering so-called
Vaccine Passports. The emails offer “digital passports” that
“prove you have been vaccinated against COVID-19”. The links
within lead to plausible-looking websites that steal personal
and financial information. If you need to prove your vaccination
status, download and install the NHS App. This is not the
same as the Covid 19 Track & Trace App, but is a very useful
personal App that securely links to your NHS account and
allows you to ... order repeat prescriptions, make and check
on appointments with your GP or hospital, check on allergies
and medications, and confirm your vaccine status.

The Lady of the Hall in 1881, Louisa Foster-Melliar, then  aged
51, relaxing in the Drawing Room. At the time this was situated
on the ground floor of the Victorian extension, recently added by
her husband, William Foster-Melliar. It stood on the north side of
the main building, and was demolished in the 1980s.
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Are we daring to get out the pens yet?
We’ve been making plans in pencil for so long, it feels scary when we begin to feel that the future might
be getting back to normal. Disappointment we can cope with; it’s the hope that gets you!
I’m not sure my diary is entirely written in ink for the months ahead, but I am very grateful for some very solid highlights in
the weeks past. Across the Benefice we have had two Fêtes, in Tackley and Steeple Aston, both of which were scaled down
from normal, but both of which were terrific afternoons (even if Tackley had decidedly mixed weather).  We also had a long-
planned Summer Concert in Steeple church, with our own Nick Cleobury & the Aston Singers, together with the amazing
Cassandra Wright (and amazing accompanist Eunji Han), gave us a terrific evening of music. The madrigals were wonderful,
and Cassandra’s Handel was truly a thing of awe and wonder. Look her up on YouTube - there is a super video of her singing
Samuel Barber with the orchestra of the Royal Academy of Music. And of course there was an impromptu string quartet
concert in North Aston as well - an unexpected gift of an evening!
The church community in each village, like every one else, is beginning to get used to ‘sort of normal’ once more. All three
of our congregations are up and running every week. We are singing hymns again - which is every kind of glorious. And if (for
now) we maintain some empty pews for distancing, and keep wearing facemasks (especially when numbers are high) for the
care and safety of everyone, we still are managing a pretty good go at regular church life. It was great to have Bishop Gavin,
our new Bishop of Dorchester, visit the Benefice in August to affirm us in all we are seeking to do, and bless us as we seek
to love and serve everyone here. We had a super turnout as he visited, and his comment afterwards was how wonderfully
friendly he found us all to be.

Any comments about the Church Matters page are very welcome, and
you can always contact the Rector Marcus Green by calling 340903 or
emailing: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk. More news is always
available on the website at www.sntchurch.com
You can also contact: Clive Busby (casb@north-aston.com, 340470)
or Annabel Bevan (annabelbevan@hotmail.com, 345153) or any
other member of the PCC, who include Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood,
Vicky Taylor, Ginny Stay, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

Weddings and christenings are happening again in our
parishes, even if there are some restrictions in place, and
it’s wonderful to celebrate life and love in our buildings. We
are hoping that simple things like regular after-church coffee
and fellowship will start again soon; and (when we sort out
the details) our weekly Bible Study might soon be back in
the diary too. That plan is still a bit in pencil … but let’s see
how it goes!
Looking forward, Harvest is coming at us fast. Our Harvest
Service will be just into next month, falling on Sunday
October 3rd. Though we aren’t putting on a lunch or supper
this year (it’s too close to the village party - and perhaps
just too hard to organise), we are still going to make a
point of really celebrating the Harvest Weekend. Harvest is
a time to be grateful - to say thank you for all the gifts that
make our lives so special, and for the people who bring
them to us.
So this year we’d like simply to invite everyone to the
Harvest Service at 9.30am on Sunday October 3rd and also
to make a point of offering a collection on that day for
something other than ourselves. We’ve all struggled here -
but so has the whole world.
As we gather to say ‘Thank You’ for the mercies and hope
we share, it’s good to remember others. Our PCC is meeting
this month and will choose a charity to support. If you’d like
to suggest one - contact me or Clive and we will make sure
it is in the mix at that meeting. Then everything given at
our Harvest service will be given away to that charity as a
token of our gratitude.

Church Services in September 2021

N. ASTON S. ASTON TACKLEY
Sunday 5th September

5:30 pm
Evensong

Revd Marcus Green
Canon Robin Gibbons

5:30 pm
Holy Communion

Revd Marcus Green
Canon Robin Gibbons

5:30 pm
Informal Service

Revd Marcus Green
Canon Robin Gibbons

9:30 am
Family Communion

Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Harvest Festival

Revd Marcus Green
Canon Robin Gibbons

9:30 am
Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Family Service

Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion

Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

9:30 am
Harvest Festival

Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service

Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion

Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Morning Prayer

Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Harvest Festival

Revd Marcus Green

Sunday 12th September

Sunday 19th September

Sunday 26th September

Sunday 3rd October

Revd Marcus Green
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The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to
all the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is sent out to an extensive emailing list every
month. To be included in that list, please contact the News, stating your wish to be added to the mailing list. We welcome contributions, which need
to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements, which may be hand written). To submit an item, including high resolution
photographs suitable for use on the front cover, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
Advertising is welcome. If you wish to place a Display or Classified advert in the News, please request a rate card by email: info@north-aston.co.uk

North Aston News

September Birthdays
Thea Busby

Florence Busby
Thomas Cunningham

Camilla Durnin
Karen Hack (née Brown)

Bea Hathaway
Sam Hatzigeorgiou

Clara Nicholson

Aunt Sally!
Aunt Sally this month will take place on
Wednesday 8th September and 22nd,
starting at 7pm. The days are getting
shorter, and light is starting to fade by
nine o’clock, so this will be the last month
for regular games. All welcome!

Deddington Farmers’ Market
This Farmer’s Market this month will take place on Saturday
25th September. Customers are still requested to wear masks
and to park at the school. For the latest information, visit the
website: www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk

Wednesday Fish & Chips: 5:50 pm to 6:20 pm
Van 99 brings Fish & Chips to The Green every Wednesday at ten-
to-six. You can pre-order by calling 07484 360719, emailing
van99orders@gmail.com or visiting bit.ly/findvan99

Scarecrows!
Somerton will be staging the village’s annual Scarecrow
Competition this month, starting on September 1st and lasting
until the end of the month. As you drive or cycle through the
Somerton, don’t be surprised by what you see!

Riding & Striding
This year’s annual sponsored walk, cycle or horse ride to raise
funds for Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust takes place on
Saturday 11th September. It’s not too late to join the fun, or to
sponsor this year’s Riders and Striders. Information can be found
from www.ohct.org.uk/ride-and-stride or ask Clive on 338434.

Steeple Aston Choral Society
Monday rehearsals for a (belated) Beethoven anniversary
concert will begin in Steeple Aston Village Hall on 6th September,
starting at 7.45 pm. The concert will be staged on Sunday 21st
November. If you’d like to join in, please visit the group’s
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/steepleastonchoralsociety/

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month.  If you’re not listed, or know
someone who should be, please let us know.

and congratulations to

Peter & Jane Durnin
on their Wedding Anniversary!

The Village has started to  engage a bit more seriously with
recycling and we would like to see this initiative grow.
Please save crisp and biscuit packets and deposit them in
the new bin that’s been added to the bus shelter. A significant
number of items to be recycled have already been taken off
to recycling locations, for which, thank you. Lets power up
the momentum and see what we can achieve with coffee pods,
blister packs and crisp & biscuit wrappings.
A meeting will be held on Thursday October 14th at 6pm to
explore this further and it would be a really lovely thing if we
could encourage some of the younger members of the village
to join us - we need new ideas and fresh energy. Possible
items for consideration include bread bags, toothpaste tubes,
pet food pouches, old pens & writing implements, Pringles
cans and printer ink cartridges.
Please let me know if you would like to come along (347767)
or though the village WhatsApp group

Annie Savage – secretary@north-aston.co.uk

Pooh & Piglet
The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum (SOFO) in Woodstock
SOFO is hosting an online talk to reveal the Great War story
of Winnie-the-Pooh illustrator E. H. Shepard. Before he found
fame bringing Pooh, Piglet and Tigger to life, Shepard used
his artistic talent to document his time in the trenches during
the First World War, through a series of humorous caricatures
and detailed sketches. He saw service on the Western Front
and in Italy, and was awarded for gallantry.
The online talk by James Campbell will be followed by a live
Q&A session, starting at 7pm on Tuesday 14th September.
Shepard’s sketches and illustrations will feature throughout.
There will be no ticketing or registration to view, but donations
to support the museum are welcome. For full details and to
join the talk, visit www.sofo.org.uk/whats-on/

Announcements


