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Notes from the Chair
And breathe ...

APRIL 2021, No:366
Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Lucinda Fuoco - NAPM Chair
Telephone: (01869) 340588
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340470
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Eileen Gilmore: Tel (01869) 347210
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347888 or 347865
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

Spring has finally sprung and the easing of lockdown has begun. I’m
personally looking forward to alfresco coffee with friends and family ...
not quite the south of France but I’ll take it.
Mikron is set to return this year on the 9th July, further details to follow
as things need to have a little jiggle around to ensure that it’s Covid friendly.
A Village Meeting is set for Tuesday 20th April at 7pm, primarily to
discuss the Accounts. However, if there is anything else that you would
like on the agenda please do get in touch. It will be held on Zoom, so if
you want to come along and be added to the invite list please contact
myself or Annie. We do hope to see you there. (See page 6)
You can telephone Lucinda on 340588
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Lucinda

A new map has been created for the village noticeboard, and has gone off to print. It
should appear in the central panel shortly. This is a simplified extract.
Front cover: For the first time in living memory ... well, at least a decade ... the field beside
the Allotments has been put under the plough. Known as Barn Ground (or sometimes The
Allotment Field), the land is being sown by Chris Fenemore, who now also tends the
sheep here in North Aston. Always thought to be ‘stony ground’, the soil has proven to be
dark, rich and very promising. “I wish we had soil like this down in Clifton!” he said.
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April Birthdays
Tracy Boss
Peter Durnin
Evelyn Fuoco
Harry & Tony Godwin
Liz Hite
Mary Hoare
Olivia Kneale
Franca Potts
Annie Savage
Susannah Taylor
Dawid Waszynski
Norman West

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Pesticides
Dear Sir
No sooner had you kindly published my little piece in
February’s edition on pesticide cocktails with the hugely
depressing news that Defra had authorised the use of
Syngenta’s neonicotinoid spray on this year’s sugar beet
seeds than the Environment Secretary George Eustice
announced that permission for its use had been withdrawn.
Phew! It would be too flattering to think that he heard us, but
he will have heard the huge swell of opposition from all those
who really care, and the threat of legal action against the
government on this issue.
As we like to say – ‘STOP… please’.
KBB

Planning
Planning Applications
Notice of various Planning Applications have been received from
CDC. Visit https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/ and keyword
search “North Aston” for more information.
North Aston Hall St Mary’s Walk North Aston OX25 6AA. An
application has been made to carry out the demolition of the
pool building, gym and coach house and other unlisted buildings
within curtilage of The Hall, a listed building. These are the 'new'
buildings erected to the north-west of The Hall's main entrance
by Michael Watson-Smyth using material from the former
Victorian wing of The Hall, and extended by subsequent owners.
The current buildings are deemed to have little or no historical
or architectural value, but genuine historical details will be
retained for future re-use. Comments on this application must
be made by 07-05-2021, and the anticipated date for a decision
is 17-05-2021. Reference No: 21 / 00989 / LB
Stephill Cottage Dane Hill North Aston OX25 6JE. An application
has been made to construct a two-storey and single-storey
extension to the cottage. Comments on this application must be
made by 07-04-2021 with a target decision date of 28-04-2021.
Reference number: 21 / 00720 / F
The Coach House and The Hall, St Mary’s Walk, OX25 6AA. The
application relating to the removal of modern extensions,
associated alterations, and the addition of a new glazed gallery
to the Coach House, has been approved. References 20 / 03472 /
LB, 20 / 03471 / F, 20 / 03575 / DISC and 20 / 03512 / DISC
The inquiry into the Great Lakes (Wolf) proposal for a hotel and
leisure complex in Chesterton remains on-going. It is possible
to catch up on the discussion through the The Planning
Inspectorate’s YouTube channel, where some 25 hours of debate
has been uploaded. Facts arising from the inquiry, so far, reveal
that the plans would result in a hotel capacity of more than
3,000, not 2,250 as originally claimed. Great Wolf resorts were
repeatedly accused of adopting a 'dismissive attitude' and for
being ‘patronising’ to local residents. A final decision is not
expected for another month, at least.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or know
someone who should be, please let us know.

Announcements
Deddington Farmers’ Market
The date for this month’s Farmer’s Market is Saturday 24th April.
There will be a one-way system with social distancing, and
customers are asked to wear masks at all times. A busy day is
expected, so please consider parking at the school.

Best Wishes!
Happy Birthday to our beautiful Evelyn! We love you to the
furthest star and back. Lots of love Daddy, Mummy, William &
Sebastian xxxxx

March 2021
The winners of last month’s draw were:

1st Prize (£10): Tuck Hatzigeorgiou (#114)
2nd Prize (£5): David Hanna (#93)
Congratulations to this month’s winners! If you’d like to know
more, contact Bev on 347434 or email info@north-aston.co.uk.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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for thirteen years at
North Aston Hall. For
ten years he ran the
cricket club, and
great times were had
on the cricket field,
with barbecues and
games of rounders
with the village.
He then worked as a
gardener, mainly for
the Ponsonbys at
Ledwell and Wooton.
Holidays were spent
walking in places like
Exmoor and the
Black Mountains. He
bought a vintage
tractor and competed successfully in ploughing matches, but
the onset of spinal stenosis forced him to give up work, and
the ploughing, when he was 73. He developed mobility
problems and walked with crutches, but he was able to carry
on with his woodworking and gardening, as best he could.
He was extremely proud of Nick and Jo, and they remember
walking behind him, trying to dowse, and across ploughed
fields looking for fossils. He loved being Grampy to Charlie,
Ben, Charlotte and Millie.
All Tom ever wanted was to be in the countryside.

Tom was born in 1938 on a farm in Gloucestershire, overlooking
the Malvern Hills. He was the youngest of three sons, the
others being Dick and Harry!
The family were passionate about horses, hunting and racing.
Tom also played cricket, rang the church bells and was a
good shot, winning cups for clay pigeon shooting.
It was while working at the Hambledon Hunt that he met
Vivien. He then went back to farming, managing farms in
Sussex and Dorset, and also had a large stud of Shetland
and Dartmoor ponies. Tom and Viv showed ponies and poultry,
helped by Nick and Jo.
They moved to North Aston in 1979, and Tom worked as a
farrier until ill-health forced him to give it up. He then worked

Heyford Park Pantry!

Notices

From Annie Savage, NA PM Secretary
The collection at the beginning of March was very warmly
received and the organisers of the Pantry were really grateful
to the village for the amazing number of donations. The next
collection will be over the Easter weekend, and I will put the
boxes out again - one on my doorstep and one in the
Nicholsons bus shelter.
I think Easter is a very poignant time to think about how other
people maybe struggling and it would be lovely if we could
make a difference again. At the point of our last collection,
the Pantry was supporting 17 families. That has now risen to
almost 40 so they are desperate for food to help so lets dig
deep. They are also in the throes of setting up a community
larder and aim to launch it after Easter. They have extended
an invitation to see what they are doing on April 9th so I will
go up and report back and if anyone else from the village
would like to come with me, that would be fabulous.
In the meantime, they need: Shower gel, shampoo and
conditioner, deodorant, soap, cleaning products, jam,
marmalade, ketchup, mayo, cereals, instant coffee/tea bags,
long life fruit juice, tinned potatoes, tinned pies, tinned meat,
pasta sauces. Thank you!

North Aston Gardening Club
It looks like North Aston might, lockdown permitting, be able to
have its annual Flower & Produce Show this year, hopefully some
time in early September.
So it's time to start the Spud in a Tub. The tubs and a potato can
be picked up from the bus shelter near Liz and Niel's from
Saturday morning, the 3rd of April. Time to get the secret formula
of compost ready! Full entry details next month.
Any queries please do feel free to contact Tuck Hatzigeorgiou.
You can email TUCK56@hotmail.com or call 347727

Community Broadband
After months of inactivity – we heard nothing from Openreach
for almost five-months – we appear to have some movement.
Our contact there tells us that they are working through the final
stages of setting up the “pledge website”, whatever that entails,
and hope to be able to come back to us within the next fortnight.

Census 2021
Census Day was Sunday 21 March, but it’s not too late to take
part. Indeed, everyone in the UK is legally obliged to complete
the Census form, and anyone who doesn’t will actually be
committing a crime and could be prosecuted and face a fine of
up to £1,000, plus court costs.
Representatives from the Census non-compliance team have
already started trying to track down and contact those who’ve
not completed their returns. If that includes you, don’t panic.
There’s still plenty of time, and we’re here to help. If you’d like
advice, or perhaps access to a computer to complete the Census
on-line, email info@north-aston.co.uk.
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Tom
Baimbridge,
1938-2021
North
Aston Views

North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees

caught a Gudgeon now. Billy, number one son, spent a whole
day a few months ago with his mate fishing for them and only
caught three.
The Back Brook was brilliant for small Chubb, and in those
days still had a few Brown Trout left. Dad said when they
were kids it had loads, but people went down there with the
worm and eventually the Trout went into decline.
The brook and the river were much bigger and deeper then
than they are now, and the river was excellent fishing. Dad
told me of the day he and Charlie Wyatt, the baker, went
down there. They always went fishing on Wednesday, below
Hitchen’s farm. On this particular Wednesday, Charlie hooks
into a pike on a dead bait, and it's a huge beast – a real
proper job. It took him an hour to get it to the bank and then
Dad had to chin it (putting his hand into its gills) and drag it
out. They took it home and it turned the scales to 30lb.
By contrast, we now have crayfish by the thousand, and
they’re not the local species. These are American “signal”
crayfish, an invasive species introduced in the 1960s, and
now wiping out our own native “white clawed” variety. We also
have Cormorants, heading inland for easy pickings, and so
much water is being extracted all along the river that we have
hardly any water left. Rightly or wrongly, we have now got
otters back in the Cherwell, and the fish have no chance.
I had a big argument with a Ranger from the Environment
Agency last year. He said otters are a native species and
belong here. I said that, when they were here years ago, the
rivers were big enough to hold them, but not any longer. There
are hardly any fish left, and if you want to bring back the
otters, stop taking water out. It's obvious, as anyone with a
pond will tell you, where the otters have had all the fish. I've
seen otters four times down on the river, and don't get me
wrong, it's a truly lovely thing to see, but I miss the fish.
Once, when I was young, I defied my Dad and went on the
river ledgering for big Gudgeon. Instead, I caught a beautiful
Princess of the River, a Grayling – the prettiest fish there is.
I couldn't tell Dad, of course. I wasn't supposed to be there! I
have never heard of another one being caught on our river.
All along the banks there used to
be water voles. We saw them every
day, but not any more. They’re now
an endangered species, same as
Hedgehogs. There were loads
when we were kids, and we saw
them in the garden every night
when we were out catching worms
off the lawn or cricket field for
fishing. I can't remember the last
time I saw one now.
We did see a Bittern down there
one day too, a real rarity. We used to do lots of pigeon shooting
years ago, and there were plenty of them about. If we had a
week of easterly winds massive flocks were blown inland from
the east, and we’d go decoying them. Tony still does a bit but
says it's not like it used to be.
So, what else? Toads! As big as you could pick up in two
hands. We used to catch them under the old cattle grids and
keep them as pets. Newts were everywhere too, in every pond,
ditch and stream, but not any more. Blimey, that all sounds a
bit sad and depressing. We do still have lots of wonderful
wildlife; it's just so different to what it used to be. I wonder
what the future holds? Parrots and pink flamingoes ... maybe.
Regards from Stephen, Wifey & Penny the dog.

Spring is well on its way. Myself and Mrs R have just got
back from a walk down to the flood meadows. The Blackthorns
are out and covered in lovely white blossom, we saw a
Brimstone butterfly, and most of the hedgerow trees are in
leaf and bud. Best of all, a pair of Curlew have come home
again. We heard one, and then Wifey spotted it, and then its
mate came along and joined it. That made for a perfect walk
No swallows yet, but walking back home I got to thinking
about the wildlife we have in and around our village now, and
thinking back to what we used to see as kids, and I realised
it was a lot different then.
When we were young, if anyone said they’d seen a Buzzard,
you’d have called him a liar. You’d have to go to Exmoor or
Scotland to see one, and to see a Red Kite you’d have had to
go to Wales. Now they are all over the place, we see them
almost every day, and don't even bother to say “Ooh look at
that!” any more.
We never used to see deer much when we were young, but
now they’re all over the estate: Roe, Muntjack, Fallow, and
we have even seen a Red Deer stag ... twice. Okay, it was an
escapee, and very tame!

I don't know why wildlife changes. I suppose the environment
changes and farming methods too; they all have an effect.
The biggest changes I have noticed have been, sadly, to our
rivers and brooks, all of which have gone into such a massive
decline. In the school holidays we would spend all day fishing
on the canal or Back Brook.
We weren’t allowed on the river until we were 14, as far as the
bailiff was concerned, and he was really strict about it. We
didn't worry. We could sit on the cut and catch all day long –
Gudgeon by the bucket-full, Bullheads, Daddy Ruffe (pictured
below), Perch and Roach. I can't remember the last time I
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Hello
Residents of
North Aston!

North Aston Village Meeting
Tuesday 20th April at 7pm on Zoom
As there is no guarantee we will be permitted to meet in
person from May onwards, and we must meet to approve
the annual return, the officers have decided that a Village
Meeting should be held in April once again via Zoom.
The date is Tuesday 20th April at 7pm, so save the date
and let Annie know if you would like an invitation to be
sent to you (347767 or secretary@north-aston.co.uk)
Please let Annie, Lucinda or Sue know if there is anything
you would like to have added to the agenda - their contact
details are on Page 2.
The last meeting was well attended and very sociable
so lease try to join in - the more the merrier!

I have been asked to
introduce myself and
some of the work I will be
doing in the woodland at
the south end of The
Park. My name is Wil,
and when I am not
working within the
arborist
team
at
Nicholsons, I study the
natural world. Some of you might have already seen me
walking about the lanes around North Aston and in the
woodland; I'm the chap with dreadlocks, more often than not
with a three-pronged walking stick.
I'm carrying out some surveying work in the woodland and as
part of this I have laid out several one-foot square black tin
sheets. Hopefully these will entice a variety of wildlife, such
as reptiles, amphibians and my specialist subject, beetles.
Please feel free to turn them over to see what might be
underneath. Just please be aware of the creatures when you
place the sheets back down where they were laid.
Ta muchly, Wil Heeney - wjheeney@hotmail.co.uk
iRecord Coleoptera Verifier

Blister Pack Recycling
As part of a new series to highlight ways in which the
community can embrace sustainable habits, we are looking
at the ways in which we can all help with recycling and the
environment.
There’s a new initiative underway to recycle the blister packs
used to contain pills and medicines. It has always been one
of those areas where recycling questions seemed to be
unanswered, yet hundreds of thousands of these packs are
thrown away each year.
A new programme has been set up and some branches of
Superdrug are accepting the waste and are part of a scheme
to recycle efficiently. I'm aware that not everyone can get to
to a participating branch – Bicester (Sheep Street) and
Banbury (Castle Quay) are our nearest – but Annie Savage
has generously offered to act as a local collection point. She
says she has “a bit of a thing about rubbish”!
She understand that the drugs we take can be a very private
thing, so she recommends that anyone helping with the
scheme pops their empty blister-packs into an sealed
envelope. They will then remain anonymous and unopened
and personal details won't be known. She will place a box
outside her house in St Mary’s Walk, alongside the foodbank
boxes. Every little helps.

National Longhorn Beetle Recording Scheme
The National Longhorn Beetle Recording Scheme promotes
the recording of one of Britain’s most spectacular families of
beetles, Cerambycidae. The scheme is organised by Wil
Heeney and Katy Potts, who have been working on the project
since early 2016. There is even an active Facebook group,
where members of the public can submit their own
observations: www.facebook.com/groups/1577096312614327

Some of the thankyou letters that arrived with Lucinda after Christmas ...
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nine. Adam Franklin (and Sarah) are now proud parents, and
Adam Perry is now out of development and a fully-fledged
competent fire fighter. The Scouts have been training for their
fire safety badge, and rather than a station visit have had to
make do with Zoom meetings led by James Greenwood, who’s
been explaining about combustion and smoke alarms.
National On-call Recruitment Week was in full swing at the
beginning of March, with numerous online campaigns around
the county. Also, Deddington Fire Station’s Facebook page
is busy with lots of interesting details about On-call firefighting
from Ben Fenemore – check out the factsheets and pictures
@Deddingtonfire.
James Greenwood FFD
james@cyclogicalshop.co.uk

One of us commented on a recent shout that the general
public is adhering to lockdown and being prudent and cautious
– 15 shouts this month, nine of which have been standbys.
Deddington’s expertise has been required at a petrol station
fire in Croughton and dispersing smoke in a small kitchen
fire. Corrie King is now on the run and brings the crew up to

Wednesday Fish & Chips: 5:55 pm to 6:20 pm
The weekly visit from Van 99, bringing Fish & Chips to The
Green, will now be a bit later on a Wednesday afternoon ...

Time to get packing ...
North Aston Organics is looking for someone to help with general
packhouse duties - half a day on Tuesdays and full day on
Wednesdays. Please email northastonorganics@gmail.com or
telephone 347702 for more details.
About SJB Hearing Company Ltd
Sarah-Jane Brown is an experienced Hearing
Aid Audiologist and has been working in the
Banbury area for the past 5 years. She has built
up a strong reputation and has helped hundreds
of local people to improve their hearing and overall
health & wellbeing.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

“I’m looking forward to welcoming you into my
clinic and helping with your hearing health needs”
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

In the car park behind the Old Bakery

Complimentary Hearing Assessment
State of the art hearing technology
Friendly, Impartial advice
Earwax removal with Micro-suction
Bespoke Hearing Protection - shooting, motorcyclists, musicians

Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic
veg at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy? Why not try our
Veg Box Scheme? Fresh
vegetables delivered
straight to your door!

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel:
(01869)
Friday
November 347702
5th

SJB Hearing Co Ltd is a private, independent practice owned & operated by Mrs Sarah-Jane Brown

www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk ~ tel: 01869 254 019
email:booking@sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

visit the
website 6th
at:
Saturday
November

www.northastonorganics.co.uk

Ashcroft Therapy Centre, Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW
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A Consequence of Lockdown

Rest assured, any legitimate contact from your bank would
never do this, and aside from the regular ones giving you a
breakdown on your recent account activity, they will always
include personal details that only you (and they) would know,
such as part of your account number, your full name, a few
lines from your address. The same goes for reputable retailers.
Does the message sound stressfully urgent? Does it suggest
your account about to be closed, or there’s been “unexpected
activity” that your really (really!) need to attend to? Yes? Then
it’s highly unlikely to be legitimate. If you are worried though,
call your bank, or log-in to your on-line account, but never
use the links in an email or respond directly to a phone call.
Always end the call, check with your documentation (or look
on the back of your bank card) and use a number or a domain
URL that you know is correct.
On-line, of course, it’s been like a plague. Emails telling us
about supermarkets organising big-money Prize Draws and,
of course, you’ve been selected as one of the winners. Maybe
you’ve been chosen to win a year’s free subscription to the
new Disney+ Star channel? Maybe it’s your last chance! “Your
reward offer expires today!” They’ll try anything to entice you
to “click the link” ... and next minute, you’re unwittingly
supplying your name and address, maybe even your bank
details, and before long, you’ve been sucked in.
Remember, you can’t win a prize in a lottery you haven’t
entered, you can’t be ‘chosen at random’ from a list you didn’t
sign up to, and you should never have to pay a fee or make a
purchase to claim a genuine prize. Just don’t.
We’re so lucky here in North Aston. We live in a lovely part of
the world, but it’s a world that has space for too many horrid
and unscrupulous people.

There have been many unintended and unexpected
consequences of being “locked down” for the best part of a
year. When was the last time you had a cold? It’s not only
the Coronavirus that can be kept at bay by social distancing,
and most of us haven’t had a normal cough or a sniffle in
almost a year. Even regular flu has been thankfully rare, and
this has proved vital for the NHS, with hospitals not having to
contend with the usual high demand over the winter, allowing
staff to cope better with another surge in Covid-19.
This has been a positive benefit, but there have been downsides.
Criminals, restricted like everyone else in where they can go
and what they can do, have been unable to pursue their more
usual misdemeanours, so they’ve resorted to technology.
Online scams have ballooned, and more on that in a moment,
but so too have telephone scams. I’m sure we’ve all had a
few strange phone calls over the last six months or so. Maybe
you’ve unwittingly become a valued Amazon customer, and
ordered an iPad? Perhaps the Post Office has been unable
to deliver a parcel – when you weren’t expecting one? Has
your Netflix subscription payment failed to go through?
If you have a mobile phone, perhaps you’ve had an unexpected
text from your bank, confirming that you’ve set up a new payee
on your account. Maybe HMRC is offering you a tax rebate!
Guaranteed, 99 out of 100 will be scams, and some of them
can prove costly.
Thankfully, it’s usually easy to tell the dross from the genuine.
Firstly, be wary of any message that includes the phrase “if
this wasn’t you, then press one now” or “if you do not recognise
this transaction, visit our website at ...”
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Christ is Risen!
I would like to begin by wishing everyone a very happy Easter.
Every time I take my dog out for a walk it seems as if someone else has had the vaccine, and I hear the same mix of
stories - a bit of a sore arm and surprising welling up of hope. As I send this in for printing, I am glad to be able to
add my own experience to those stories!
Honestly, like everyone else there have been moments over the
past few months when hope has run a bit low in the Rectory. But
when it has … I have been reminded again and again just how
amazing God’s love is, and just how amazingly that love works.
For, as on Good Friday we see Jesus’ hands outstretched in love
on the cross, through the whole long painful year behind us I
have seen so many hands outstretched in love across our village.
Hands to share, to care, to help, to reach out and simply to love.
Hands that have been prevented from touching other hands have
yet touched hearts. Our care, our love, is a wonderful reflection
of God’s care and love at work around us, for as St Teresa of Avila
said:
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth
but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks compassion
on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.
Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours
are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are
his body.”
I have been asked many times over these hard months, where is
God? As I have seen constant kindnesses between neighbours
and strangers all around, even when hope has run low my eyes
have been lifted up and my answer has been: here. Right here.
And so thank you, because though my hope has run low, you have
made sure it never ran dry.

Easter Church
This year we will do our very best to hold in-person services on Easter Sunday, so that we can see that hope, that
love, that presence of Jesus in each others’ eyes, face to face.
We are planning to run three services on Easter Sunday, April 4th. In North Aston and Tackley churchyards we will
hold very short events at 9am (North Aston) and 10am (Tackley) which will see a bell rung, the Easter Gospel read,
a shout of praise and a prayer together. In Steeple Aston churchyard at 11am we will hold an open air Communion
for anyone and everyone in the Benefice to attend. No need to book. Come, wear a facecovering/mask, use hand
sanitiser, bring your own chair, and make sure you keep good distance away from anyone you don’t live with! If the
weather is bad, it will just be a brief event as at the other two churches; otherwise we will have a full outdoor
communion service to celebrate Easter together. Everyone welcome.
And our online services Worship at Home will carry on through April (including at Easter), available on our website
www.sntchurch.com or the special phone no. 929021 until (hopefully) we begin regular in-person worship again
with a new series of outdoor communions around our churchyards from the beginning of May. North Aston on May
2nd is scheduled as the first of those. Put it in your diary! Plus - we will re-start opening our churches daily from
Easter weekend; please do take care and use the sanitiser available when you pop in.
Keep watching the website and church noticeboards for further news. Here’s to an Easter full of hope and to some
of that hope being fulfilled soon.
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 340470) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153). Any
other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor, Ginny Stay,
Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
9

PARISH WORSHIP ~ FEBRUARY
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Church Services are suspended for the time being ...
The Church of England website includes a
detailed “step-y-step” guide to how worship
will be able to resume over the coming
weeks and months. Check the Resources
section of www.churchofengland.org.
The Rector in his Church Matters piece
explains how this will effect North Aston
worshippers, and please check with the
website for any fresh updates and news.
It is hoped that St Mary’s will be open again
daily, for personal worship, from the Easter
weekend onwards. Please use the handsanitiser provided and follow guidelines.
Religious gatherings, such as weddings, can
now take place, without a reception, but are
limited to six people until 12th April. The
number will then increase to 15, with an
outdoor reception also restricted to 15. This
rises to 30 from May 17th. These restrictions
apply similarly to funerals, wakes and
baptisms. If all goes to plan, such gatherings
will return to ‘normal’ from 21 June, when all
restrictions are due to be lifted.
For the time being there will be no regular
services at St Mary's - see panel right. The
now familiar 'Worship at Home' video will
continue to be posted every Sunday on the
church website and, for those without
Internet access, there is a phone service on
01869 929021 - it’s a local call. If you would
like to be added to the benefice mailing list,
email steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk.

Local help
Anyone in need of support or assistance at
a more local level can always contact one
of the Officers of the Parish Meeting (see
contact details inside front page) or join the
very active North Aston WhatsApp group.
If you’re not yet a member, drop a note to
Annie (secretary @north-aston.co.uk) or give
her a call.

Church Services
April 2021
Easter Sunday April 4th
A Reading of the Easter Gospel
9am North Aston Church Yard - 10am Tackley Church Yard
These short services include a reading, a prayer,
and a bell being rung to celebrate the day

Easter Open Air Benefice Communion
11am Steeple Aston Church Yard
Please bring your own seat to Steeple Aston
Face coverings/masks are required at all services
In case of bad weather, the Benefice Communion will be
replaced by a third short reading of the Easter Gospel. There
is no need to book for Easter services. The remaining Sunday
Services in April can be found week by week online at:

Worship at Home
www.sntchurch.com
or listen to the service on the phone:
Ring 929021 if you don’t have internet

Everyone Welcome!
North Aston News

The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to
all the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is sent out to an extensive emailing list every
month. To be included in that list, please contact the News, stating your wish to be added to the mailing list. We welcome contributions, which need
to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements, which may be hand written). To submit an item, including high resolution
photographs suitable for use on the front cover, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
Advertising is welcome. If you wish to place a Display or Classified advert in the News, please request a rate card by email: info@north-aston.co.uk
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