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So November has arrived and, along with that, the warm cosy evenings
and autumnal walks await us.
I would like to thank Park Farm for organising such a great Halloween
Scavenger Hunt ... such a fantastic idea! With Halloween promising to
be a bit of a flop this year (and my three children wondering why collecting
copious amounts of sweets and dressing up as a 10ft snake ... circa 2014
... was not happening) this was indeed a welcome treat!
As COVID has taken all activities and most of the fun out of this year
there really isn’t much to report so I thought I’d find you out the beautiful
autumnal poem by John Keats that I think you’ll all enjoy.

Notes from the Chair
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Lucinda Fuoco - NAPM Chair
Telephone: (01869) 340588
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340470
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Eileen Gilmore: Tel (01869) 347210
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347888 or 347865
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

You can telephone Lucinda on 340588
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk Lucinda

Front cover: A North Aston view sometimes glimpsed in passing, caught here in the
sunlight. We always welcome photos submitted for the front cover - they need to be
portrait format, and minimum 3500 pixels deep.

To Autumn
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
  Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
  With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,
  And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
    To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
  With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
    For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.
Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store?
  Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
  Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind;
Or on a half-reap'd furrow sound asleep,
  Drowsed with the fume of poppies, while thy hook
    Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers:
And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep
  Steady thy laden head across a brook;
  Or by a cider-press, with patient look,
    Thou watchest the last oozings, hours by hours.
Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they?
  Think not of them, thou hast thy music too,--
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,
  And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue;
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn
  Among the river sallows, borne aloft
    Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
  Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
  The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft,
    And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.

Please note: Since this edition was prepared a new national “lockdown”
has been announced, to begin 5th November. This has impacted on some
announcements and events cited here, including church events. Please
take this into account and make allowances when reading content.
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Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Planning Applications
Notice of various Planning Applications have been received from

CDC. Visit https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/ and keyword

search “North Aston” for more information.

Nicholson Nurseries, The Park, OX25 6HL. A decision regarding

the application for a new timber-framed barn at the nursery was

anticipated on 30 October but, at the time of going to print, had

not been revealed. Reference 20/ 02213 / F

Heyford Park Development & Traffic Impact - an update from

Tony Buxton, Chair of the NA Traffic Calming Sub-Committee:

There have been further developments this month. After

withdrawing their planning application in September and

October for the range of further developments at Heyford Park,

with linked traffic proposals - particularly the so–called ‘bus

gate’ road closure at Middleton Stoney to which all of the

surrounding village were objecting in one way or another – the

developers, the Dorchester Group,  in consultation with the County

Council, have taken the traffic elements out of their application

and have proposed a period of two years when further

assessment will be made of actual traffic levels in the light of

the possible impact of the pandemic.

A working party is also proposed to explore other solutions with

local communities. The County Council traffic officers are

apparently still of the opinion that the bus gate is the best

solution, but this gives us time and opportunity to put our case

and with others to explore – as we requested – the traffic

implications of Heyford Park for the whole valley. Apparently

this development has not affected our entitlement to the promised

traffic calming funding, but it is not clear at present whether

this will be delayed to the conclusions of the further survey.

November Birthdays

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month.  If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

Deddington Farmers’ Market
The Farmer’s Market will take place on Saturday 28th November.

Social Distancing and other Covid-19 guidelines are in force,

including a one-way system around the stalls. Please wear face

coverings when dealing with traders. If circumstances change,

please visit www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk.

Bus Shelter
Last month’s appeal went largely unheeded, and items are still

languishing in the bus shelter near Nicholsons. As winter draws

on, the children need the bus shelter, so if you kindly left items

there, please can you now take them back home again. Thankyou.

Rebecca Brown

Anna Clara Liberadzki

Liz Nicholson

Billy Rees

Archie Stay

James Taylor

Magdalena Waszynska-Tejza

Congratulations to this month’s winners! If you’d like to know

more, contact Bev on 347434 or email info@north-aston.co.uk.

October 2020

1st Prize (£25): Stephen Rees (#60)
2nd Prize (£5): Basil Buxton-Savage (#131)

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

The winners of last month’s draw were:

Mains water pressure in North Aston
A number of properties in the village suffer from low mains

water pressure. Thames Water insist that the pressure meets the

minimum statutory requirements and they therefore have no

obligation to improve the existing pressure.

However, to ensure that the District Heating System currently

being installed is not adversely affected by the low mains

pressure, the contractors installing the system have

recommended that the mains pressure should be increased.

In order to achieve this a small pump station and buffer tank

will be installed adjacent to the Heat Distribution Centre and in

collaboration with Thames Water will be connected to the mains

water supply at the top of the village. It is anticipated that this

will benefit properties which have suffered from low mains water

pressure. The work is planned to be completed in December.

Neil Holiday, Laws & Fiennes, on behalf of North Aston Farms

Bonfire Night falls on a Thursday this year. Please
remember that it is illegal to let off fireworks after 11:00pm
on any other day except the 5th (midnight). If you’re
planning on having a fireworks party on any other evening,
then please advise your neighbours so that pets can be
kept safely indoors, call Eileen on 347210, and email
info@north-aston.co.uk with details.

Announcements

Planning

Notices
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Most months I get someone stop me to let me know (with
great pleasure!) that I got something wrong in the previous
month’s article. “Reesey”, they say, “about such and such ...
or this or that date ... you know?” It’s all fine, it's a laugh, and
I like doing it – reliving old memories and writing them down.
One of my favourite quotes was from the great Winston
Churchill. He once said that “You can please some of the
people all of the time, you can please all of the people some
of the time, but you can’t please all of the people all of the
time.” * Hey-ho, I just hope you enjoy this month's offering ...

Old Families and Characters of North Aston
There are a good few families that have lived in the village for
generations, and a good few old characters who are worth a
mention from my memories. Apologies in advance, as I haven't
got room to mention everyone here, but that doesn't mean
they aren't a proper part of North Aston’s rich history, and I
can always do another one of there’s enough interest.
James’s children are fifth generation locals I think, while my
two boys are fourth. I'm not sure if any family can claim a
longer heritage, but if there are, please let me know.
I knew James’s Granddad, The Colonel, very well. He was a
true character, living in The Manor and, in later years, in the
house now occupied by James and Vicky. He was a big horse
man and a true gentleman.
My Dad used to talk about The Captain, James’s Great
Granddad. I'm not sure if he lived in The Manor or down at
Cold Harbour Farm, but I'm sure I’ll be told after this.
My Dad was born in No.10, where Tom and Aunty Viv live
now. It’s a tiny two-bedroom cottage, but Mum, Dad, two
boys and two girls all lived there (my uncle Len, Aunty Betty
and Aunty Sue). Goodness knows where they all slept!
Dad's Dad died when my Dad was very young. he was the
Bull Man at Dane Hill Farm. According to Mary and Joyce, he
was a tall lanky man and dressed all in black, a bit scary,
and he never talked to kids. I was told that, when he died, he
was carried to church by the Home Guard.
The Shorts are another old North Aston family. We used to
live two doors away from them. Edward, Eric and Tony were
the boys ... well, they were always men to me. I was little
and they were all proper working men. Eric was employed at
The Manor, and worked in the kitchen gardens when I was
little. His Dad Percy was head gardener and a very respected
member of the community.
I can remember to this day going into the kitchen garden and
seeing these huge big colourful flowers and watching Eric cut
them off and stand them in buckets of water. Once Edward
came round to our house and told Mum he had a film that
needed one more photo taking to finish it. He took a picture
of me outside our house. I was four at the time, and I still
have that picture. I was so cute !
One of my favourite ‘old boys’ was Curly (Whitehead) who
lived in No.9, next to my Granny. He always had his windows
open and used to shout and make me jump when I walked
down the path to see Gran! He was bent double, and would
walk up through the village most nights carrying a side-by-
side 12-bore shotgun. he was heading out along The Walk in
search of rabbit. I never saw him come back with one. I do
remember when he was really really old he loaned the gun to

With Stephen Rees

Tony, my big brother, to go and get some rooks because he
wanted a rook pie.
Another old family are the Wests. Everyone knows Norman.
He was the mainstay of the Cricket Club for many years. His
Dad worked on the farm, as did most people in those days,
and Norman is still in the house that he grew up in.
Then there was Tom the blacksmith, Clive the Farm Manager,
Mrs Hichens, Fred and Mary, Pete Morley (who was the estate
carpenter), Mrs Woodward (the cook at The Manor who in
turn employed my Mum) and Mr Wyatt the baker ...  so more
than enough for another story or two!
In the meantime, some quick Nature Notes to wrap up this
month’s article ...
We have been seeing a lot
of pheasant down here just
lately. I love to see them,
and it usually happens
when neighbouring farms
start organising shoots.
James has told me he has
seen Fieldfares, although
I’ve not seen any yet.
However, we have noticed
many more Blackbirds
around us. The arrival of
the autumn migrants
prompts me to remind
everyone to put out a few
food scraps for the birds,
but be aware that rats love them too! I’ve heard that there is
already a bit of a rat and mouse problem in the village, with
residents waging war on them. I spotted a big rat in our garden
recently, as well as another down the bottom, and there have
been loads of mice in the shed.
The trees have looked amazing in their autumnal colours these
past few weeks, and should be even better this month, before
the leaves start to drop. This year has turned out to be a
Mast Year, with trees produce a bumper crop of fruit. The last
one was in 2017. I know we’ve noticed a much bigger dropping
of acorns this year (especially on the corner of the Middle
Aston Lane!). It normally happens every 5 or 6 years, but
maybe the trees are are picking up on the Covid virus and are
setting into survival mode! Who knows.
The Shaggy Ink Caps have come back in the bottom corner
of the green. The appear every year, and look really impressive
for a week or so. Enjoy the autumn colours.

Regards from Stephen, Wifey & Penny the dog.

North Aston History Notes

* Actually Steve, nobody knows who said that first. Some attribute
it to C15th Lancashire poet John Lydgate, others to a Frenchman
Jacques Abbadie in 1684, but most (erroneously) to Abraham
Lincoln c1850 ... but not Winston. However, we get your drift! Ed.
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We have found ourselves out and about a little more these
past few weeks, with nine call outs, including one fire, one
alarm, five stand-bys and two RTC rescues. The alarm proved
false as it was caused by a rather embarrassed couple vaping
where they shouldn’t, but better safe than sorry!

The two RTC calls were vastly different: the first found us
rushing out of the station on blues only to be stood down
before we reached Adderbury. For the second, we were part
of a four-pump shout to Junction 12 of the M40 to help with a
RTC involving to HGV lorries, with one driver trapped.
Deddington provided support, lighting and traffic safety.
Kidlington’s rescue tender was also in attendance and provided
an elevated platform to allow specialist cutting equipment to
operate at cab height to speed up casualty extraction. This
also helped the ambulance crew in attendance administer
critical care to the driver whose legs were trapped.
Unfortunately, several of the passing cars, rather than continue
past and keep traffic flowing decided to slow down and film
the accident – appalling behaviour!

Interestingly, whilst preparing for an evening pumping from
open water drill, down at Daedas Wood, we received a fire
call, which proved to be a controlled burn in the open. By the
time we returned to the drill exercise it was dark, adding an
extra dimension to the drill. And despite the shallow brook by
the bridge, water was able to be pumped over 100 meters to
the fire truck and out onto the fields via a main jet.

Training wise, Ben
Fenemore has indeed
passed his basic training
and has had his first two
shouts; and Adrian
Spilsbury has passed his
BA team leader exam
practical – and can finally
take those diamonds off
his helmet.

James Greenwood FFD,
james

@cyclogicalshop.co.uk

The Village Defibrillator
The defibrillator is located at 4 Somerton Road.
CPR & Defibrillator training sessions can be
arranged. For more information, and to book a
session, please contact Mark on 347806

Heyford Park Pharmacy
We’ve received news that a group of Bicester-based doctors
is proposing to open a new GP surgery and pharmacy in the
heart of Heyford Park village, at Station House on Camp Road.

The plan is in the development stage and remains dependant
upon local support. If it went ahead, patients from Heyford
Park and the surrounding villages, including North Aston, would
be able to pick up prescriptions and book a GP consultation
there – offering an alternative to Bicester or Deddington.

The pharmacy would include consultation rooms to allow for
part-time primary care cover. A decision will be made soon by
NHS England, and local residents who’d like to support the
idea are urged to write to the Practice Manager at
AlchesterMedical Group, who will pass their letters on.

Letters should explain the personal benefit that having a
pharmacy and GP services at this location in mid-Cherwell
would bring to local residents and their families.

Dr Toby Quartley, an Alchester Medical Group GP partner
said: “We’re hoping everyone will wish to welcome the
innovative approach that we’re taking to bring new and more
local healthcare services into the area. Registered patients
will be able to book appointments and pick up their
prescriptions conveniently at the same place. We believe this
plan is achievable and will provide a sustainable service of
primary healthcare that’s specially tailored for both the present
and growing local needs.”

A virtual public meeting is planned for Tuesday, 10 November
at 7.30pm via Zoom. More details will be published online
soon at www.minervaclinicalservices.co.uk

Letters of support for the Heyford Park Pharmacy proposal
should be sent to:

The Practice Manager Alchester Medical Group, Victoria
House Surgery, Bicester, OX26 3EU

About SJB Hearing Company Ltd
Sarah-Jane Brown is an experienced Hearing
Aid Audiologist and has been working in the
Banbury area for the past 5 years. She has built
up a strong reputation and has helped hundreds
of local people to improve their hearing and overall
health & wellbeing.

“I’m looking forward to welcoming you into my
clinic and helping with your hearing health needs”

� Complimentary Hearing Assessment
� State of the art hearing technology
� Friendly, Impartial advice
� Earwax removal with Micro-suction
� Bespoke Hearing Protection - shooting, motorcyclists, musicians

SJB Hearing Co Ltd is a private, independent practice owned & operated by Mrs Sarah-Jane Brown

www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk  ~  tel: 01869 254 019
email:booking@sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

Ashcroft Therapy Centre, Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW

Antiques@TheHolt ... Cancelled
Regrettably, this month’s Antiques and Collectors’ Fair at The

Holt has had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions. The

next fair is scheduled for 20th & 21st March 2021.
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News from the Isle Of Man
Many residents will remember Dick and Margaret Hodge, who
lived in Hall Close until 2002. Like a number of other former
residents, they receive the News via email. Last month we
had a reply from Margaret ...

Many thanks again for sending the News; I do look forward to
hearing news of the village every month!

Here on the Isle of Man we have enjoyed a wonderful summer,
which has gone a long way to ameliorating the effects of the
Covid virus restrictions. Even in the early days of the lockdown
back in March, the weather was glorious, and we happily
queued two metres apart around the car park at my local
supermarket at our allotted time of 8am !  Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday was for us ‘golden oldies’; Monday Wednesday
and Friday for ‘key workers’; the system worked well.

The Island was free of Covid by the end of May, largely due to
the prompt closing of our borders; all of a sudden, being a
‘rock in the middle of the Irish Sea’ became a blessing rather
than an annoyance! There’s been a huge impact on the
economy of course; cancelling the TT and Manx Grand Prix
motorbike race meetings will have cost us millions in lost
revenue, but health wise we have stayed safe.

A relaxation of travel rules in August (we were allowed to travel
off Island but had to self isolate for 14 days when we returned)
gave us just 3 or 4 cases, all of which were quickly identified
and contained, so we remain effectively Covid-free. There is
still an underlying wariness though, and our care homes are
especially vigilant; no masks normally required, but hand
sanitising and electronic checking in and out for visitors is
now the norm.

I’m particularly aware of these precautions, as Dick is now in
our local nursing home, so I am a regular visitor.

We have enjoyed our lives over here: more than 18 years
now.  But family ties are strong, and I particularly am missing
seeing my grandsons in Adderbury growing up.  So I am in
the process of buying a bungalow in Hempton, with a view to
returning to Oxfordshire once it is safe to do so!  We started
the process early in the year, but the Covid caper put a stop
to it then. Hopefully this transaction will go through, and I
may be able to visit old friends in North Aston again!

Best wishes to all, Margaret Hodge

Artweeks 2021
The ball has started rolling for next
May’s Oxfordshire Artweeks
Festival.

If you’d like to get involved, the
event is open to all  artists who
live and work in  the county,
whether amateur or professional,
including galleries and community or charity groups.

The deadline for registering entries is 31st January 2021. To
do so, visit www.artweeks.org, where you will also find
information on making events and venues Covid-secure, and
what to do if the situation changes. Uniquely, the 2021 Festival
Guide will be produced in digital versions only.

Dates for the 2021 festival are 1st–23rd May. North Oxfordshire
will stage from 1st -9th May, Oxford City 8th - 16th May, and
South Oxfordshire 15th – 23rd May.
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Poppy Day
Some felt the pain

Others wondered if they would

see their families again

We remember the people who brought peace

We remember them with poppy wreaths

They were brave, and they were bold

They persevered through the cold

They were gone for many years

When they returned there were loads of cheers

There were guns and bombs in the air

Dead bodies lying everywhere

In Flanders fields bodies lie

We never got a chance to say goodbye

So, to this day we remember

Those who died, on the 11th November

Abi Evans, aged 11 years

More restrictions . . .
As we go to print, the country has just been advised of a new
“national lockdown” to begin on Thursday November 5th.
We had anticipated a raising of our alert level in line with
Oxford city, but instead we are returning to what is almost full
lockdown. We are being encouraged to “stay at home” in all
but exceptional circumstances. We can go out for exercise
once a day, and we can go to the shops for essential supplies,
but we cannot visit friends or neighbours – not even in their
gardens. We should work from home again if at all possible.
Pubs and restaurants will have to close, although those able
to offer a take-away service can do so. Please see previous
editions of the News for advice on local businesses offering
delivery and meals. The Holt, for example, is now offering a
take-away menu, including Fish & Chips and Pizza.
You should not travel, except for the purposes of work,
education or to care for someone already in your “bubble”. All
non-essential businesses and venues must close, including
retail, entertainment and gym. Only food stores and garden
centres can remain open. Social events such as weddings
are prohibited, and funeral numbers are restricted once again.
Churches are closed. The furlough scheme has been extended
for a further month. You must wear a face covering or mask in
public spaces indoors at all times ... and preferably outdoors
too where you’re likely to pass close to others.
This lockdown will be reassessed before 2nd December, but
is unlikely to be lifted as generously as before. Instead, the
local “tier” system is likely to be reimposed. If you haven’t yet
downloaded the NHS Covid-19 App to your phone, then do
so. It helps to protect you against unwittingly contracting and
then spreading the virus. Hands. Face. Space.

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
Due to the virus Norman is unable to carry

out his usual door-to-door collection this
month for the Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal. If you’d like to donate,
and collect a poppy, knock on his door

at No. 22 The Green. Thankyou.

From TVP
It’s a little while since we published an update from Thames
Valley Police, so here are a couple of recent warnings:

Fashionable Con Artist. Incredibly, one Oxford victim fell for
this scam, and it cost him £15,000. He was approached by a
man described as being of Mediterranean appearance, in a
dark coloured car, who wanted directions for Heathrow Airport.
He claimed to be a designer with Giorgio Armani and that he
had excess stock which he couldn’t take back to Dubai with
him. He also asked for help with the cost of his car hire on
the promise that the money would be paid back, but despite
exchanging contact details, the money never materialised.

TVP urges residents never to lend a money to strangers, no
matter how elaborate and believable their story may be, and
never purchase or accept items from a stranger. They may
be stolen and you could be implicated.

The Price of Romance. There can be many unfortunate
outcomes of Romance Fraud, but the most common is when
scammers exploit fake profiles to steal an identity from
unwitting victims. Keep your identity secure! Fraudsters use
dating sites to gain trust, and if they know enough, they can
use that information to open bank accounts, apply for loans
and credit cards, and order goods in someone else’s name.

Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a
scam and report it to Action Fraud. For more information,
visit the national Take Five to Stop Fraud (https://takefive-
stopfraud.org.uk/) campaign.

To report Identity Fraud call the Action Fraud reporting centre:
0300 123 2040
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Frozen Pumpkin Cheesecake
Lucinda has come through with a well-timed recipe this month.
Something to do with all that pumpkin flesh left over after the
sculpting was finished!

Ingredients:
� 300g gingernut biscuits.
� 350ml maple syrup, plus extra to serve.
� 350g full-fat cream cheese.
� 300g pumpkin purée.
� 300ml double cream.

Method:
Firstly, blitz 250g of the biscuits in a food processor with
125ml of the syrup until it resembles fine crumbs. Line a
20cm springform tin with baking parchment, then firmly push
the crumbs evenly into the base. Transfer to the fridge and
chill for 30 mins.

Then, beat 100ml of the syrup with the cream cheese and
pumpkin purée until smooth. Whip 200ml of the cream with
100ml of the maple syrup until it’s firm enough to form soft
peaks. Fold this into the cream cheese mixture. Remove the
chilled base from the fridge, and spoon the mixture across
the biscuit crumbs, making sure the top is level when you’ve
finished. Cover and place in the freezer overnight.

Before serving, lightly whip the remaining cream with the
remaining syrup and dollop generously over the top of the
cheesecake. Crumble the
remaining biscuits and scatter
the pieces across the top,
finishing off with a drizzle of extra
maple syrup ... if you think it’s
not sweet enough already.

If you can resist it, leave the
cheesecake to rest for five
minutes before serving.

November 21st at 7.30pm

A Concert for St Cecilia

Cassandra Wright (soprano)

Accompanist Elli Welsh

Music celebrating Music

Britten, Handel, Purcell and Schubert

~ + ~

Steeple Aston Church

Compact Concerts

December 12th at 6pm & 8pm

A Choral Christmas

The Aston Singers

Directed by Nicholas Cleobury

Celebrating the Festive Season in Song

each Concert lasts just under the hour

No Interval

Please wear a face-covering or mask

Tickets £12 in advance

from 340099

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

� Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg

at affordable prices

� Minimal packaging & zero food miles

� Supporting the local economy

Tel: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

visit the website at:
www.northastonorganics.co.uk

Too busy?  Why

not try our Veg

Box Scheme?

Fresh vegetables

delivered straight

to your door!

Vegetable StallVegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery

Full-Fibre Update
This is proving to be very frustrating. Our contact at Openreach
tells me that “all the queues are overwhelmed, so every scheme
is being slowed up”. He says that news is “due any day now”.

With so much Government money now being redirected into
essential causes, prompted by the Coronavirus situation, there
might be concerns that “non-essential” projects would be set
aside. However, only last month the Government announced
an extra £22.2m boost to the Rural Gigabit programme, which
increased the value of vouchers and should mean even more
homes and businesses being linked by full-fibre.

Lucinda’s
Lockdown
Recipes

Lucinda’s
Lockdown
Recipes
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Coming Back to Church
We have a regular pattern of worship sorted now. The summer was really fun, we planned eight services in the open
air, and we had eight fine days and everything worked out brilliantly. Thank you Jesus! At Harvest, back at the end
of September, we raised around £650 for Tackley and
Banbury food banks - as well as donating bags and bags
and boxes of food to those terrific organisations.

At the start of October we went indoors (just in time
for the rain!) and everyone is (sort of) getting used to
having to book before coming to church. If you haven’t
joined us yet - booking means we have safe, organised
seating, with plenty of hand sanitiser available when
you get here, good distancing, and we are all getting
used to wearing masks. Worship at Home, our online
service, also continues every week via YouTube or
www.sntchurch.com or ring 929021.

So much for where we’ve got to so far: It’s harder to
write about things in the future, because we are all
living in a world where our plans are constantly written
in pencil. But… here goes!

All Saints November 1st
Normally we have a really wonderful, full church in Tackley as we take an evening to remember and give thanks for
those who have gone before. This year we can’t do that with numbers attending capped - but our All Saints
Evensong at 5.30pm will still have the names of all those we love read out. If you can’t be there, there is a lovely
Worship at Home option on our website for this weekend.

Remembrance November 8th
In Steeple Aston, this will be an open air service in our church yard at 10.50am. There is no need to book for this.
We can’t sing, but we will remember, and hear the names of those who served, and pray together, and the bugle
will sound. We will do this whatever the weather - but again, if you can’t come there is a really good Worship at
Home alternative on our website. Because of the current restrictions, everyone who comes must wear a face
covering or mask, and we do ask that people very carefully distance around the churchyard. You may bring your own
chair to sit on, or you can stand if you prefer. The Parish Council and I have agreed that we can’t organise the usual
post-service walk up to the memorial, but we do invite those who wish to lay wreaths or poppies up there to take
a moment any time during the Remembrance weekend and do so privately. There will also be services at North
Aston (9:30am) and Tackley (5:30pm).

Compact Concerts in Steeple
With a long winter ahead of us, we are putting on a series of small concerts in Steeple Aston church. The rules allow
us (as of mid-October!) to do this because we are a COVID-secure venue, with an audience of around 30 people.
The concerts will be just under an hour in length, with no interval. It is the colder part of the year - so do wrap up
when coming! We hope the music will also warm our hearts…

On Nov 21 at 8pm we will have a Concert for St Cecilia (patron saint of music) with Cassandra Wright, a wonderful
young singer, and focussing on the gift of music and the composers Britten, Handel and Purcell. Then on December
12 at both 6pm and 8pm (just decide which time suits you!) we have the Aston Singers, directed by Nicholas
Cleobury, getting us in the festive mood: A Choral Christmas will be an evening of glorious seasonal music.  Concert
tickets are all £12 and must be booked in advance by ringing Eileen on 340099.

To book to attend a church service - call Eileen on 340099 for Steeple, Clive on 340470 for North Aston, & Julian on
331252 for Tackley. Thanks!

Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 340470) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153). Any
other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor, Ginny Stay,
Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

Revd Marcus Green
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No Service

10:50 am
Remembrance

(Outdoor - no booking)
Canon David Tyler

10:30 am
Benefice Communion
Revd Marcus Green

No Service

10:30 am
Benefice Communion
Revd Marcus Green

No Service

No Service

9:30 am
Remembrance

Canon David Tyler

No Service

5:30 pm
Benefice Evensong

Revd Marcus Green

No Service

No Service

5:30 pm
Benefice Evensong for All Saints

Canon Robin Gibbons

5:30 pm
Remembrance

Canon Robin Gibbons

No Service

No Service

No Service

5:30 pm
Benefice Evensong for St Nicholas’ Day

Revd Marcus Green

NORTH ASTON
To book a seat at any service

at North Aston call
Clive on 340470

STEEPLE ASTON
To book a seat at any service

at Steeple Aston call
Eileen on 340099

TACKLEY
To book a seat at any service

at Tackley call
Julian on 331252

Sunday November 1st

The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons
of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of
North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is sent out to an
extensive emailing list every month. To be included in that list, please contact the News,
stating your wish to be added to the mailing list. We welcome contributions, which need to
be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements, which may be hand
written). To submit an item, including high resolution photographs suitable for use on the
front cover, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.

Advertising is welcome. If you wish to place a Display or Classified advert in the News,
please request a rate card by email: info@north-aston.co.uk

North Aston News

Sunday November 8th

Sunday November 15th

Sunday November 22nd

Sunday November 29th

Sunday December 6th

Children and families are welcome at all services. Worship at Home, our
online service, will continue each and every week, and is accessible through
the website: ww.sntchurch.com.  Our phone service for those without Internet
access can be found by calling 929021 - it’s a local call.

Please remember to wear face coverings or masks to all services


