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Notes from the Chair
Is Summer Over?
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Lucinda Fuoco - NAPM Chair
Telephone: (01869) 340588
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340470
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Eileen Gilmore: Tel (01869) 347210
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347888 or 347865
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

Autumn certainly has come early this year, well that’s how it feels! Puddle
jumping and windswept hair seem to have replaced picnics and that summer
glow. September has arrived and I cannot believe where the year has
gone, although I for one am welcoming back the start of school ... I love
my children but perhaps homeschooling isn’t an option in the Fuoco
household, unless of course coffee can be replaced by a nice pitcher of gin
and I fear that that may be frowned upon.

Village Gatherings
I would like to thank everyone for joining us on the Green last month
regarding the Heyford park Bus Gate, and a huge thank you to everyone
that wrote in to the council. It made a huge difference.
As you probably know, as a Village Meeting we think that a sub-committee
should be formed so we have a dedicated group that are “on this” and can
report back to the village with any further updates. We can then choose an
appropriate course of action without the panic and rush.
That being said, if anyone would like to join the sub-committee, please do
get in touch with either myself or Annie.
You can telephone Lucinda on 340588
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

a
Lucind

Not so scary ...
Both Steeple Aston and Somerton
staged their annual Scarecrow
Festivals in late August, with
dozens of home-made ‘bodies’
lining the roadsides through both
our neighbouring villages.

There were 17 in Somerton, including
the cricketer (right), while Steeple
Aston managed an impressive 39.
The SA winning entry (above) shared
a theme common to many entries,
and honoured the efforts of NHS staff
and keyworkers through the Covid-19
pandemic. Most are still in situ.

August 2020
The winners of the August draw were:

1st Prize (£10): G Hack (#140)
2nd Prize (£5): C Graham (#33)
Congratulations to this month’s winners! If you’d like to know more,
contact Bev on 347434 or email info@north-aston.co.uk.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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September Birthdays

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Announcements

Thea Busby
Florence Busby
Thomas Cunningham
Camilla Durnin
Karen Hack (née Brown)
Sam Hatzigeorgiou
Clara Nicholson

Planning Applications
Notice of various Planning Applications have been received from
CDC. Visit https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/ and keyword
search “North Aston” for more information.
Staddlestones, St Mary’s Walk, North Aston, OX25 6HX. An
application has been made to fell trees within the conservation
area, including: 1x Horse Chestnut (careful dismantling and fell
to ground level) and 1x Leyland Cypress hedge (fell to ground
level and remove - 8 trees approx). Reference 20/ 02159 / TCA
Bee Cottage, Somerton Road, North Aston, OX25 6HX. A decision
relating to the application for the construction of detached
garage outbuilding was expected in late August, but has been
delayed. Reference 20 / 01694 / F
North Aston Hall, St Mary’s Walk, North Aston, OX25 6AA. A
decision relating to the application for the proposed partial
strip-out and demolition of new extensions and investigative
works to support a study of the historic fabric of the Hall is
expected imminently. Reference No: 20 / 01616 / LB

and congratulations to

Notices

Peter & Jane Durnin

Deddington Farmers’ Market

on their Wedding Anniversary!

The monthly Deddington Farmer’s Market is almost back to
normal and will take place on Saturday 26th September. Social
Distancing needs to be adhered to, and there’s a one-way system
around the various stalls. Visitors are asked to wear face
coverings when dealing with traders. To view a list of those
traders, including our own North Aston Organics, please visit
www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

About SJB Hearing Company Ltd

Vegetable Stall

Sarah-Jane Brown is an experienced Hearing
Aid Audiologist and has been working in the
Banbury area for the past 5 years. She has built
up a strong reputation and has helped hundreds
of local people to improve their hearing and overall
health & wellbeing.

Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am
In the car park behind the Old Bakery
I
I
I

“I’m looking forward to welcoming you into my
clinic and helping with your hearing health needs”

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

I
I
I
I
I

Too busy? Why
not try our Veg
Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered straight
to your door!

Complimentary Hearing Assessment
State of the art hearing technology
Friendly, Impartial advice
Earwax removal with Micro-suction
Bespoke Hearing Protection - shooting, motorcyclists, musicians

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel:
(01869)
Friday
November 347702
5th

SJB Hearing Co Ltd is a private, independent practice owned & operated by Mrs Sarah-Jane Brown

www.northastonorganics.co.uk

Ashcroft Therapy Centre, Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW

www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk ~ tel: 01869 254 019
email:booking@sjbhearingcompany.co.uk

visit the
website 6th
at:
Saturday
November
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees

Our migrant birds will start to arrive this month, passing
through. It's always good to leave seed and scraps out for
them after a massive flight, but put it on feeders or tops of
walls, not on the grass or ground, as this only encourages
vermin. Keep a lookout for Jays and Fieldfares over the next
few weeks and, if you’re really lucky, the odd Woodcock.
The oaks down by our summer house are absolutely covered
in acorns – more than I have ever seen. Well, they were until
a few days ago! Then along came all that wind and blew them
all off! Even so, I've been noticing that it looks like a bumper
year for conkers and sweet chestnuts, and there are all sorts
of other fruits too. I was taking Penny for a walk after that
wind and the ground was thick with bright red Hawthorn berries,
and the birds were going mad for them. Wifey says the fruit
at work, mainly apples, plums and pears, all look better than
normal too. If we get a decent week of sunshine, then the
blackberries will be good enough to collect too.

Well, what an unusual August! It went along with the rest of
an unusual year. Down here in our little sanctuary we wonder
whether the rest of the World will ever go back to what we
used to call “normal”.
I've just opened a bottle of Guinness and will see if I can now
write something of interest, and apologies in advance for
repeating things I may have said before.
August started with a heatwave and record-breaking
temperatures, leading to a lot of sleepless nights for many
people. I for one find temperatures like that really
uncomfortable, as I know many others do as well. Then, a
few days later. it turned into torrential rain and thunder and
lightning storms. It’s been unsettled ever since.
Wifey and me ( dog was under our bed ) stood outside at 9
o'clock one night watching the lightning. It was out Warwick
way, and was just amazing. We’ve never seen the like before!
Sheet lightning, fork lightning, bolts out of the blue ... the
whole lot, one after another, constantly lighting up the sky. It
went on for about an hour and really was a sight to see.
So Wifey, as part of her job, has to keep records of rainfall,
and these get sent down to the meteorological department
monthly. Wendy said February had the highest rainfall they
had on record in the 9 years since she has been there, but
two weeks in August beat that. Wow! Liz at Nicholsons also
said they recorded their highest ever rainfall too.
Then, just a few days ago, we had hurricane-type winds, with
gusts of 70 miles an hour bringing trees down and ripping
roofs off. A very strange month indeed ! I have read that some
scientists are saying they think we are in for an extremely
cold, hard winter. Maybe that will be a good thing, if it kills off
all the bugs. We shall see.
So Mrs Rees and me have seen a few bits of interest this
month, as well as an amazing one. There is a kite that has
flown over us twice, and I have seen it over Fritwell too. It has
a double kite-shaped tail. Normally they have a tail shaped
like a kite ... obviously ... but this one's tail does it twice. If
you see it you’ll say, oh yeah, that's what Reesey was on
about. Keep a look-out for it.
Our bees are all doing really well, and we have now started to
leave out lots of new ‘pubs’ to go with the new ‘hotels’. These
are shallow dishes filled with pebbles and then flooded with
water. The bees absolutely love them! One of the holes in the
new hotel was cemented off with mushed-up green leaves
the other day, which I assume is a leaf-cutter bee. That was
a new one for me.
Recently we have also had some tiny ones going into the
holes that I thought I had drilled too small. They look a bit like
flying ants, so I’m not sure what they are, but they do look a
bit nasty and scary!
The Swift have now gone back to Africa, and probably by the
time you read this the Martins and Swallows will have followed
them. We will wait for them to come back next year with
bated breath. It’s always something to look forward to, and a
competition to see who spots them first. I always loose to
my big brother.
There were lots of butterflies last month – mostly Peacocks
and Red Admirals, but also a few Gatekeepers and some
Blues.

So here it is ... the last bit for this month ... and wow, it's a
good’un! A couple of weeks ago me and she-who-must-beobeyed were sat down the bottom of the garden in the summer
house. We light candles, to encourage the moths, which in
turn brings the bats in. It was a good night (with a few G&Ts
and lots of bats) when, all of a sudden, whoosh ... a Nightjar
flew right through the canopy and out the other side, catching
moths, and moments later it came back again! That was a
first for us both, and so close! Absolutely fantastic. My mate
Fred was gutted, and even James said he’s only ever heard
them before, and never seen one.
That's it then, for another month. Don't they go quick! Must
be an age thing, methinks.
Regards from Stephen, Wifey and Penny the dog.

Friendly Bridge at Bicester Bridge Club
We haven’t stopped playing bridge ...
we’ve just gone online!
Thursdays 10.00 am to 12.30 pm
It’s dead easy to join us

More details at:

www.bridgewebs.com/bicesterlearning
Give me a ring & I’ll explain: Ken Langdon on 07850 616069
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Made in North Aston

have the worry about repair or replacement costs. In addition
we would also offer a paint and stain finish from Germany
that provides very long-lasting protection and longer
maintenance intervals. These are totally environmentally
friendly, having German Blue Angel environmental certification.
This would be a very low maintenance building. And it would
have a 10 year guarantee.
And finally our buildings would be 100% recyclable. This
means that we would use an all-screw construction so that
at the end of its useful life everything can be easily dismantled
and re-used for a different purpose. You can’t do this with
most garden buildings because of the way they are
constructed using shot-fixed braids. It is virtually impossible
to separate timbers that have been fixed this way without
causing significant damage to the wood, making the timbers
unusable and fit only for landfill.
In summary we would make a product that gives the buyer
high confidence that the product they are buying is a good
purchasing decision and a wise long-term investment, that
ticks all the environmental boxes. And this is what I came up
with…

In the process of creating the list of properties in North Aston
to be connected to full-fibre broadband, it became apparent
that there many more businesses based in the village than
might be expected. In the first of what will be an occasional
series, Jan Liberadzki tells us what he does ...
It all began when a dilapidated old shed needed replacing. I
had replaced the felt roofing three of four times over the years
after it had been damaged by high winds. The cladding had
warped and twisted, the wind and rain came in through the
gaps, and the shed had developed a significant lean because
there was no bracing in the original structure.
After many visits to garden centres and DIY outlets I became
increasingly dismayed at what was on offer. As a practical
bloke with a background in architecture and design, I set out
to create something better that I would be proud of.
This new design would have to satisfy a number of important
criteria for me. Most importantly it would have to be a robust,
well designed built-to-last structure with strong environmental
credentials. Much of the development work had been done
on an Apple Mac laptop I bought in 2006. Since that time I
have upgraded the RAM and the hard drive to an SSD and it
has needed only one repair for a faulty fan, which I was able
to do myself. This was an expensive machine when I bought
it but it has fully justified that decision. Quality inevitably pays.
The first important feature was that the design would be
modular and allow for as much customisation as possible
according to a customer’s particular needs, a bit like the
modular units used in kitchen installations. Secondly, it was
important that the building be extendable or adaptable if needs
change, and that it should be easy to replace parts like wall
panels if they become damaged. This would be done using a
system where the panels could be bolted together, making it
easy to change, and allowing for it to be unbolted again should
the building need to be moved.
So the starting point in terms of construction was that the
framing would be constructed from structurally graded
pressure-treated timbers. The framing used in nearly all sheds
is not structural and has a surface applied preservative
treatment that doesn’t penetrate right into the middle of the
wood. All the cladding would also be pressure treated as
standard, and a breathable waterproof lining would be used
to prevent any ingress of water from the outside but which
also would allow any internal moisture to breathe out through
the membrane. This would mean that the inside of the structure
would be completely dry so that tools wouldn’t rust and
electronic and IT equipment would be safe from damp.
Next, the roof covering would be EPDM, a synthetic rubber
sheet that is glued to the roof boarding so that it won’t blow
off in strong winds. The trouble with the felt that is used on so
many garden buildings is that it becomes brittle because of
the effect of ultraviolet radiation from the sun, which is why
it’s easily blown off and has to be replaced every few years.
One thing I found when I took apart the old shed was that the
battens underneath floorboards were almost completely rotten.
This was because they were in direct contact with moisture
in the ground, so our floor panels would have a damp proof
course on the underside of the floor battens to keep the
moisture out of the timber.
Windows and doors would be powder-coated aluminium that
is completely recyclable.
Taken together, this high quality specification creates a very
robust and durable structure so that a customer would not

The buildings start from around £600 per square metre for the
building in shiplap boarding supplied without internal lining or
insulation (but which can be added by the new owner) or
£850 / m2 supplied with internal lining and insulation to current
Building Regs standards. These figures include delivery,
installation and VAT but will depend on the particular
configuration and the number of doors and windows, and
excludes electrics and the base. External finishes start with
shiplap boarding, but we can also offer cedar, larch, oak,
Thermowood or HardiePlank. Internal finishes can be
plasterboard, plywood or tongue & groove softwood boarding.
Our buildings are fully customisable, robust, built-to-last and
low maintenance. They are easily adapted to changing needs,
come with a 10 year guarantee and are 100% recyclable.
Jan Liberadzki. Email: jan@jlda.co.uk

for

FREE
Friendly Bridge at Bicester Bridge Club
We haven’t stopped teaching bridge ...
we’ve just gone online!
Come online for a free taster
15th Sept or 6th Oct at 2.00 pm
You may then choose to join the
next course for Beginners starting
in October 2020. It’s dead easy to join us

www.bridgewebs.com/bicesterlearning
Give me a ring & I’ll explain: Ken Langdon on 07850 616069
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North Aston Village Meeting

plans and, further, to provide the reasons for their choice in order
that CDC is advised of any concerns.
AS confirmed this was an individual decision and either outcome
was acceptable.
MP provided a map and design for the busgate scheme and
gave an explanation of the statistics which were contained in the
document TN035RevC, which had been circulated to the village
the previous week via email. The plan proposes that the B4030
from Heyford Park to Middleton Stoney will be closed to traffic and
a bus service provided to Bicester. Traffic which would have used
the B4030 Heyford Road will no longer be able to travel up or
down it and in consequence will probably use the route via Ardley,
Somerton and North Aston to gain access to the Oxford/Banbury
route. The traffic assessment estimates an enormous increase
in traffic (115% in 10 years) and this is of real concern to North
Aston, where we already have a significant problem with volume
and speed of traffic.
AS then explained to the meeting that the planning process was
well underway for the new homes at Heyford Park, and planning
permission for a total of 2361 houses has already been applied
for. Traffic calming is part of the consideration but, as a village,
we had not been advised of the Busgate proposal by CDC. News
of the proposal had only come to light following an email from
Somerton’s Parish Council the previous week. The deadline for
comments had passed but CDC had agreed to extend this in
order that North Aston might comment. As the response to the
proposal had to be be lodged with CDC by Monday evening, the
village was being asked to discuss and vote whether to support
or object to the proposal for a busgate at Middleton Stoney.
The following points were made:
Developers are obliged to offer funding to communities suffering
adversely from a development such as this. It is known as Section
106 Funding. Under the Busgate scheme, North Aston is identified
as an affected village and as such CDC will recommend that the
funding applies, as the anticipated traffic increase would be
considerable. However, the Planning Officer at CDC confirmed
that even if North Aston objects to the Busgate scheme, the
community remains eligible even if the plan proceeds.
As Section 106 Funding is a statutory arrangement, the funding
is paid by the developer to OCC and managed by them. They
would also be obliged to support with the assessment and
implementation of any mitigation and calming measures.
In summary, regardless of the outcome of the emergency meeting,
the village has a traffic management challenge and needs to
have some structured focus on this and set up a working group.
LF asked for volunteers to join a sub committee to keep abreast
of the Heyford Park Development and manage the traffic calming
planning
AS then asked for a vote by a show of hands on whether the
village should object to or support the proposal for a Busgate
scheme at Middleton Stoney. There was one abstention and the
remaining attendees voted unanimously to object.
AS closed the meeting by commenting that in addition to the
Village objection, residents could also comment in their own
name to CDC. The email address was printed on the agenda
and would also be sent out to the village mailing list that night.

Sunday 2nd August 2020
Held on The Village Green
Officers present: Chair Lucinda Fuoco (LF),Treasurer Sue
Hatzigeorgiou (SH).
Those present: Marcus Potts (MP, Editor of North Aston News),
Tony Buxton (TB), Les Parry (LP), Pat Parry (PP), Niel Nicholson
(NN), Sarah Bourke-Borrowes (SBB), Kildare Bourke-Borrowes
(KBB), Jane Durnin (JD), William Fuoco (WF), Annabel Bevan
(AB), Bev Rees (BR), Tony Rees (TR), Deirdre Oakley (DO), Eileen
Gilmore (EG), James Taylor (JT), Chloe Woodhead (CW),
Christopher Woodhead (ChW), Franca Potts (FP), Josh Potts
(JP), Wendy Rees (WR), Clive Busby (CB), Robert Hite (RH),
Mark Stay (MS) , Ginny Stay (GS) , Jocelyn Aziz (JA), Elizabeth
Harvey Lee (EHL), Beverley Merry (BM), Kevin Merry (KM). Aubrey
Merry (AM), Laura Merry (LM), Jan Liberadzki (JL).
Apologies were received from: Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Tuck
Hatzigeorgiou, Peter Burrell, Sarah Godwin, Tony Godwin.

Village Meeting Minutes
LF welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for
coming, particularly on a Sunday evening. She explained the
purpose of the meeting which was to discuss the proposal by
The Dorchester Group for the Middleton Stoney traffic mitigation
scheme. She acknowledged that the village has been concerned
about traffic volume and speed for a long time and that although
this does need to be dealt with, the meeting was not going to
consider the options for solving the problem, but would focus on
the consultation which needed to be responded to.
LF outlined the need for a sub-committee which would specifically
deal with the matter of the Heyford Park development and traffic
calming.
AS then summarised the current position relating to the Heyford
Park Development. The village accepts that the development is
taking place and that the number of new homes is already set to
be in excess of 2,600, without taking into account any of those
which may yet be built on land owned by Merton College. This will
have a significant impact on the amount of traffic passing through
the village and the developers recently issued plans for The
Middleton Stoney Traffic Mitigation Scheme, which proposes the
closing of a road and the construction of a ‘busgate’.
As a consequence of these plans, the Meeting had been called
to discuss the proposal in light of the identified increase in traffic
and to ask the village to vote either to support or object to the

Saturday 12th September 2019
Help to preserve the history on your doorstep by taking
part in a sponsored walk, cycle or horse ride around
Oxfordshire’s churches.
All funds raised go to the Oxfordshire Historic Churches
Trust, and 50% can be passed on directly to a church of
your choice, including
our own church of St Mary’s.
Visit the website at
https://ohct.org.uk/ride-and-stride
to download an entry form.

Follow-up. Subsequent to the Meeting, around 30 comments
were submitted to the CDC planning website by residents of
North Aston. The Officers of the Meeting also submitted an official
objection to the proposed scheme on behalf of the community.
Similar objections were received from residents of other villages
in the area, and also from Parish Councils. As a consequence,
on 4th August, notification was received from Andrew Lewis,
Planning Officer at Cherwell District Council, that any decision
on the Busgate had been deferred from the planned meeting on
14th August to later in the year, perhaps October. He cited the
“significant number of calls and objections” as being the prompt
for a reconsideration of the situation.
On Saturday 29th August the first meeting took place of the
Traffic Calming Sub-Committee, attended by volunteers. At that
meeting Tony Buxton agreed to act as Chair to the sub-committee,
assisted by Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Les Parry, Marcus Potts,
Annie Savage and Lucinda Fuoco. In addition, Gurli Andreassen,
Sue Hatzigeorgiou and Beverley Merry have also offered to assist.
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North Aston Village Meeting
Thursday 27th August 2020
Held on ‘Zoom’
Officers present: Chair Lucinda Fuoco (LF),Treasurer Sue
Hatzigeorgiou (SH), Secretary Annie Savage (AS).
Those present: Tony Buxton (TB), Marcus Potts (MP). Apologies
were received from Jane Durnin.

Lucinda’s
Lockdown
Recipes

Village Meeting Minutes
Notice of the Meeting was made on the village noticeboard and
via the North Aston email list. With Covid arrangements in mind,
the original intention had been to hold this Meeting on the Village
Green. The provision had been made that if the weather was
poor, a Zoom meeting would be held instead, and anyone who
wished to be sent an invite could email or telephone the village
secretary.

Our Chair continues her series of tasty recipes with this
month’s offering of a generous slice of chocolate cake.

SH opened the meeting and thanked people for coming. She
proceeded to run through the Accounts and Annual Governance
Statement (AGAR) and confirmed the following points:
1) Risk Register. This had been reviewed prior to the meeting
and it was agreed, although all items were deemed to be
satisfactory, that it was important to continue to monitor this. No
amendments were made.
2) Internal Audit. SH presented Part 2PM, the internal Auditors
report, which details internal controls over the way in which the
Village Meeting accounts are managed. It was confirmed this
had been examined and approved by an internal auditor who is
not a village resident and the statements approved.
3) Annual Governance Statement 2019/20. SH presented the
statement to the meeting and noted these had been examined
and they were then approved and signed by the Chair. It was
noted that due to the current difficulty of running village matters
as a result of Covid 19, we had observed the requirements set
out by Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
in response to Coronavirus which extended the reporting deadline
to August from March.
Moore Stephens Chartered Accountants had provided information
confirming that the Ministry had amended the regulations and
virtual meetings were now permissible for Village Meetings where
they had not previously been.
4) Accounting Statement. SH presented the accounting
statement to the Meeting and confirmed they matched the
summary accounts and bank statement, which was also
presented. It was noted that the village insurance arrangements
were altered in June. The policy previously held via Aviva was
cancelled and cover transferred to Royal & Sun Alliance following
a cover comparison. The premium reduced from £560.64 to
£246.40 with improvements in the cover afforded. The Officers of
the Village had met to confirm that the transfer of the policy was
appropriate.
5) Certificate of Exemption. SH confirmed that the Village Meeting
was not a Parish Meeting and spent less than £25,000 per annum
and in addition complied with the requirements of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations and therefore is exempt from
full audit.
6) Date of Commencement. The Meeting agreed that the date for
Commencement of the Exercise of Public Rights should be 1st
September 2020. On this day, the full documentation shall be
placed on the Notice Board at the entrance to St Mary’s Walk and
will remain there for a period of 30 days, ending Monday 4th
October 2020. The Accounts and the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) were signed by Lucinda Fuoco in
her capacity as chair.

For the cake you will need:
G
G
G
G
G
G
G
G

150ml sunflower/vegetable oil, plus extra for the tin
175g self-raising flour
2 tablespoon cocoa powder
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
150g caster sugar
2 tablespoon golden syrup
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
150ml semi-skimmed milk

For the icing you’ need:
G
G
G
G

100g unsalted butter
225g icing sugar
40g cocoa powder
2½ tbsp milk (a little more if needed)

Method:
Firstly, heat the oven to gas mark 4, 180ºC or 160ºC fan. Oil
and line the base of two 18cm sandwich tins. Sieve the flour,
cocoa powder and bicarbonate of soda into a bowl, then add
the caster sugar and mix thoroughly.
Make a well in the centre of the mix and add the golden
syrup, eggs, sunflower oil and milk. Beat well with an electric
whisk until smooth.
Pour the mixture into the two tins and bake for 25-30 mins
until risen and firm to the touch. Remove from oven, leave to
cool for 10 mins before turning out onto a cooling rack.
Then prepare the icing. Beat the unsalted butter in a bowl
until soft. Gradually sieve and beat in the icing sugar and
cocoa powder, then add enough of the milk to make the icing
fluffy and spreadable.
Now that the cake is cool, sandwich the two layers together
using the butter icing, and then cover the sides and the top of
the cake with more icing.

Full-Fibre Update
We seem to have hit the buffers, at least for the time being.
There was no advance in the process during August, but this
may have been down to the fact that our contact at Openreach
went on holiday ... lucky chap. He has been ‘chased up’
since his return, so there’s some optimism that better progress
will be made in September.

The Village Defibrillator
The defibrillator is located at 4 Somerton Road.
CPR & Defibrillator training sessions can be
arranged. For more information, and to book a
session, please contact Mark on 347806
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Faces from the Past
Ted Short submitted an image from the archives,
asking if anyone might remember what occasion
this group photograph commemorated ...
After circulating this to a few people with long
memories, we've been able to identify all these
faces from North Aston's past.
In the back row, on the left, is Mrs Edie Proffit,
whose husband Ray was the last baker here in
North Aston, taking over from his father, Bob.
Opposite her, on the right, is Harold Hornsby, who
was Tony and Stephen Rees' maternal grandfather,
and used to live where Mark & Ginny Stay now
live. Sitting on the bench are, from the left, Mrs
Doris Gardener, who was born in 1901, the
youngest of 12 children to John and Mary Dore.
Beside her is Julia Rees, Tony and Stephen's
paternal grandmother. At the other end are Billy
Dore (Doris's elder brother) and his wife.
Photographed outside the old Pavilion, nobody’s quite sure what the occasion was, or the significance of the banner, but
suggestions are that it might have been the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, or a Village Fête sometime in the 1970s.

They’re Still Taking Orders!

working from home, the popularity of shopping on-line and
enjoying the benefits of home-deliveries looks set to continue.
Check previous issues of the News if you’ve forgotten which
wholesalers offer deliveries to North Aston, and which local
pubs and restaurants are still offering a take-away service.

It was useful while it lasted, but now that we’re out-and-about
again, there’s probably less call for a full listing of all those
local companies who still offer delivery services to North Aston.
However, just because we no longer publish the details doesn’t
mean these suppliers have stopped delivering! In many ways,
the lock-down seems to be having some long-lasting effects,
and as well as encouraging some employees to continue

Errata. In last month’s issue we quoted incorrect opening
times for The Yurt at Nicholsons. Please note that The Yurt
is closed on Sundays and Mondays - see advert below.
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Life Looks Different ...
As I write this, my calendar tells me it’s the
middle of August, but on the TV this weekend
there is live F1, football, cricket, snooker, golf,
horse-racing, rugby … I don’t think I’ve spotted
curling & skiing, but it must be there
somewhere.
‘Live’ sport that we can watch on TV. But we
long to be there in person. ‘Live’ music without
crowds. Last night I watched the magnificent
VJ75 commemoration on the BBC, and wondered
at the creative skill that went into such a
production - and missed the faces of others
watching in wonder that surely would have been
there, any other year.
From quarantining after holidays to scarecrows
popping up around Steeple Aston, life is full of
new things - some of them are making us tear
our hair out (not a good course of action if you
have my haircut!) and some are making us find
the very best of ourselves.
Church life is - like everything else - experiencing
the gamut of new things. Worship without
singing isn’t a positive for most of us; outdoor
services have though been a genuine joy. The
weather has played ball - and we’re regarding
that as answered prayer! - and our churchyards
have provided beautiful surroundings as we have
started back after the lockdown. We will carry
on with these open air services through
September - till the end of the month when we celebrate Harvest, though we haven’t quite sorted what that
service will be, so do watch out for news of that!!!
Worship on Line, our online service available on YouTube, via www.sntchurch.com and through the 929021 phone
line for those without Internet, is remaining very popular, and we will carry on providing this for the time being.
August saw new contributions from our placement theological student Raj and his family, and from Peter, our
Tackley organist. In September we are hoping to have a new selection of hymns from our parish singers.
Our annual congregation meeting was postponed at Easter but is happening on Saturday October 3rd at 4pm in
church. We have some PCC members to put in place, and our reports from 2019 (remember back then?) will be
available in print form. If you want to attend, please contact Clive or Annabel at least 3 days in advance, as we need
to operate reserved seating for an indoor meeting.
Looking ahead - life looks like it will carry on being different and confusing and we will need to continue adapting
and getting used to all sorts of things being not quite as we expect. In October we are looking at ways to bring our
services indoors, and if we do, then we will need to have a booking system for these too: watch this space for more
news as we have it.
Whatever the future holds, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. He will love us through these all
days and help us to love each other too so that together we can cope whatever the season. Times are hard; but
God is good.
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 340470) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153). Any
other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor, Ginny Stay,
Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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The Church will be open on Saturdays for quiet contemplation
Please see Church Matters (previous page) for the latest
news on church opening. In essence, there will again
be no indoor Sunday services at St Mary's this month.
The vicar’s online church service, Worship at Home, is
still going strong, and can also be accessed via a local
phone number: dial 929021 and choose to listen to
the whole service, just this week's prayers, or this
week's sermon.
The situation with regard to public buildings, like the
church, remains fluid. Please adhere to current advice.
For the latest information, please visit the benefice
website at www.sntchurch.com.

Church Worship
Welcome back to our Church services!

We are offering
Open-air Communion Services
(weather permitting*) in our churchyards
*****

North Aston WhatsApp Group
Despite the easing of lockdown, and the fact that most
residents are now making their own trips to do
shopping, the village WhatsApp group remains busy.
It has become a social focus for the village, with ongoing offers of help, sharing ideas, sourcing items,
and general cooperation. Anyone with a Smartphone
can join - just contact Annie on 347767 and she will
add you to the Group. There are also NA village groups
dedicated to specific areas, including bread, on-line
ordering, gardening (below) and, as of late August, the
newly formed Traffic Calming Sub-committee.

Sep 6 - 10.30am North Aston
Sep 13 - 10.30am Tackley
Sep 20 - 10.30am Steeple Aston
Sep 27 - Harvest: tbc
*****
Please bring your own chair or rug,
observe social distancing, and wear
a face covering or mask
*If a Sunday morning suffers really bad
weather, services will be put back to 5pm; if
the bad weather continues, our weekly on-line
service will be the only service that day

Worship at Home
(our online worship service)
continues each Sunday at

www.sntchurch.com
North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to
all the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is sent out to an extensive emailing list every
month. To be included in that list, please contact the News, stating your wish to be added to the mailing list. We welcome contributions, which need
to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements, which may be hand written). To submit an item, including high resolution
photographs suitable for use on the front cover, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
Advertising is welcome. If you wish to place a Display or Classified advert in the News, please request a rate card by email: info@north-aston.co.uk
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