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Notes from the Chair
Thank you!

FEBRUARY 2020, No:352
Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Lucinda Fuoco - NAPM Chair
Telephone: (01869) 340588
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340470
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

Just a couple of points from me this month. Firstly, thank you to all
that attended the Village Meeting a few weeks ago. If you were
unable to join us please do take a look at the Minutes further along
in the News, as a lot was discussed.
Secondly, I know that it is only February, but Fête Fever has already
begun and with that in mind I would like to ask that if anyone
would like to be involved in whichever capacity please do let me
know. The first Fête Committee Meeting will be arranged soon.

Post Office
Last year I contacted the Post Office to enquire about the possibility
of a mobile van visiting North Aston once a week. Regrettably,
I’ve had a response from Graham Simmonds, Retail Operations
Manager for this area, to say that this isn’t possible, due to “capacity
issues and the distance it would have to travel”.
However, he has offered the village a “hosted outreach service*”
for one day a week for up to two hours. In order for the Post Office
to set this up they would need to have an appropriate venue, and
some idea of the level of interest. Would this be helpful? If you’d be
interested in using the facilities of a “hosted outreach service*”
once a week, please let me know
You can telephone Lucinda on 340588
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

a
Lucind

* What is a Hosted Outreach Service?
Where it is difficult to deliver services to customers, the Post Office has
come up with innovative solutions that help to bring postal services to even
the remotest parts of the UK.
The Post Office currently provides ‘outreach’ post office services to 1,500
remote rural communities. This includes many that operate out of local
buildings, such as village halls or community centres, and there’s also a
fleet of 59 mobile Post Office vans serving over 520 communities.
The Post Office says it is committed to maintaining services to smaller,
often remote, communities, helping to ensure the provision of vital Post
Office services to those who otherwise might find access difficult.
Tony Buxton kindly submitted two atmospheric views of young swans
making an early-morning visit to the lake in The Park last month. His
second misty photo is on Page 6.
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February Birthdays

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Notices & Events

Tuck Hatzigeorgiou
William Fuoco
Jocelyn Parsons

Very many thanks ...
... to The Village of North Aston, for the large tin of Quality Street.
It is very strange how the lid keeps popping off and a hand goes
in the tin! It is very kind of you all to remember us oldies every
Christmas. Once again, many thanks, Vera Walkerdine

Happy 10th Birthday!
Mr Handsome, we hope that you have a wonderful day! We love
you to the furthest shooting star and back! Lots of love Mummy,
Daddy, Evelyn and Sebastian xxxxx

Work That Reconnects
Eileen O'Sullivan is running a one-day workshop in the Old Bakery
on Saturday 8th February, starting 10am. This workshop, based
in the teachings of Joanna Macy, offers opportunities to explore
the sense of feeling overwhelmed that many of us now feel as we
struggle with the increasing pain we see around us, creating
connections with others and empowering us to act for all life on
earth. Details on https://wtr-1day-feb2020.eventbrite.co.uk/

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents
who celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed,
or know someone who should be, please let us know.

Announcements

Deddington Farmers’ Market

Planning Applications

This month’s market will take place on February 22nd. The Market
now offers Gift Vouchers in multiples of £5, available to buy,
and give to a worthy friend, from the Information Desk.
Hook Norton Brewery will be back this month, as well as bread,
crafts, eggs, fish, flowers, fruit, meat, preserves, ready-made
meals including foreign cuisines, and excellent organic
vegetables from our own North Aston Organics! Buyers are
encouraged to use their own containers for things like fish, cheese
etc, and bring a bag! 9 am to 12:30 pm.

Notice of the following announcements relating to Planning
Applications have been received from Cherwell District Council:
Nicholson Nurseries, The Park, Middle Aston Road, North Aston,
OX25 6HL. Applicant: Nicholson Nurseries. The application for
the construction of a new Steel Barn has been granted, subject to
certain conditions. Further details on CDC website. Application
Reference No: 19 / 02599 / F.
Nicholson Nurseries, The Park, Middle Aston Road, North Aston,
OX25 6HL. Applicant: Nicholson Nurseries. The application for
the erection of a new timber-framed barn to be used as a
showroom as part of the Plant Centre, clad/roofed in corrugated
tin, has been granted, subject to certain conditions. Further
details on CDC website. Application Reference No: 19 / 02646 / F.
North Aston Millhouse and Attached Bridge, Somerton Road,
North Aston. Applicant: Guy Roberts, Agent, on behalf of the
Owners. The application for the construction of a garage, the
filling-in of existing swimming pool, and the construction of a
new swimming pool with associated pool house, has been
granted, subject to certain conditions. Further details on CDC
website. Application Reference No: 19 / 02603 / F.

Bicester Bridge Club
Join us for a friendly, fun afternoon of
bridge on Thursdays from 2:00 pm
to 4:0 pm at Ardley with Fritwell Village
Hall, Ardley Road, OX27 7PA
A relaxed session of duplicate with an
offer of help if you want it.

January 2020

More details at:
www.bridgewebs.com/bicesterlearning

The winners of the January draw were:
1st Prize (£25): Iris Busby (#8)
2nd Prize (£5): James Taylor (#126)

Please call Ken Langdon
on 07850 616069

This month’s draw was another of the ‘big’ ones, so hearty
congratulations to Iris. The North Aston 100 Club is nearing the end of
its 2019-2020 run, and renewals will be sent out in April. If you don’t
already take part, then please consider subscribing, using
the envelope which will arrive with the NAN. Contact Bev
(347434) for further information. Remember ...

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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NorthWithAston
Notes
Stephen Rees

But then again ... why stop there? Okay, this is getting good.
We already have organic veg, so lets have more, and perhaps
a bigger and better shop. We also have North Aston milk,
cheese, butter and ice cream, brilliant, and the Farm produces
lots of lovely organic beef, so let's have some meat, young
master James, but don't stop there ... why not some pigs
and fowl as well?
And let’s have them slaughtered on the farm, so there’d be
no driving animals around, less stress, fewer food miles,
cheaper meat ... win win.
So, a North Aston off the grid sounds good to me. Perhaps a
bit George Orwell, but I loved Animal Farm anyway.
So crack on James!
Regards, Stephen Rees

Okay, I have done a couple of articles about growing up in our
lovely village, and I have one more to come, but that will have
to wait until next month, because an idea has been going
around in my head for a couple of nights, and as I don't do
notes I've got to get it written down now ... so here goes:

A North Aston for the future.
So we are going to have a communal heating system, with a
ground-source heat pump, and for my money, an excellent
job too! I'm getting a bit too old to spend all summer sawing,
chopping and stacking logs. I’m also bored of doing the
Rayburn ash-pan every morning, in the dark, and re-lighting it
every night ... not to mention getting in the coal and logs, in
the dark, and then Wifey having to do all the extra dusting.
But I've been thinking. Why stop at a heating system?
On the estate we have a lovely old water system, with fantastic
top-quality fresh, free, chlorine-free water. It runs into an
underground brick-built water tank, and from there it used to
be taken up to a holding tank at The Fox. When it was still
working, Clive used to keep an eye on it, and made sure the
village always had water. Could this be resurrected? My job
is water treatment, and I know this could be cheaply achieved.
But why just stop there? We are on a roll here ...
What we also need is a small wind or solar farm. Yes, our
own electricity supply. Why not? It’s so do-able, and as well
as meaning less reliance on fossil fuel generators, it would
also mean better control over our bills.

Thanks to Angie Hannah for this photograph of a glorious
rainbow, spotted spanning the Cherwell valley last month.
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Village Meeting & AGM

Thursday 19th January 2020 ~ The Minutes
Officers present: Chair Lucinda Fuoco (LF),Treasurer Sue Hatzigeorgiou (SH), Secretary Annie Savage (AS).
Those present: James Taylor (JDT), David Hanna (DH), Marcus Potts (MP), Jane Durnin (JD),Trudy Busby (TB) Clive Busby (CB),
Robert Hite (RH), Mark Stay (MS), Ginny Stay (GS), Bev Rees (BR), Tony Rees (TR).
Seconded by JDT. The Meeting voted to accept the proposal.
2. Signage. JDT raised the question of signage at the end of
Middle Aston Lane. He asked if the Nicholsons sign could be
added to the village fingerpost. He will discuss with Niel and
report back.
3. Planning. JD said she had been in touch with Councillor Bryn
Williams regarding their planning application, which is going to
appeal following the recent rejection. She asked the Meeting if
the village would be prepared to write to CDC in support of the
appeal. LF declared an interest in the matter, as a family member.
MS confirmed the policy around planning matters, which is that
the Meeting could not comment collectively on private applications
but only on those which impacted the whole community. TR
expressed regret for JD’s position and said there was nothing to
stop individuals writing directly in support.
JD then asked for clarity on the inclusion of application details in
the North Aston News. AS explained that there was discrepancy
between details of Planning Applications sent to the Secretary, by
post and by email, and agreed that, going forward, she was happy
to check on the CDC website against those received by email.
4. Village Sign. JD advised the Meeting that Daniel Durnin had
offered to repair the damaged village sign. There was some
discussion as to its location and thanks were offered to Daniel.
5. Village Noticeboard. CB reported that the village noticeboard
is of poor quality and is leaking again. Tony Buxton has already
repaired it once and made it watertight, but it is leaking again. AS
confirmed she would ask Tony to look at it again.
6. Easter Egg Hunt. As this will be held prior to the next Meeting,
LF said she is happy to organise it and asked the Meeting for
permission to spend £50 on eggs. AS proposed. TB seconded.

Village Meeting
LF welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1. Approval of Minutes
The Minutes of the 2019 AGM were originally published in the NA
News in February 2019 and further copies were made available
to the Meeting. LF asked if any amendments were proposed and
no comments were made. She then asked if the meeting
approved the Minutes. Proposer: JD. Seconder: CB. The meeting
duly approved the Minutes.

2. Election of Officers
The current officers all confirmed they were willing to stand for reelection. LF asked if there were any other nominations and, as
none was forthcoming, she asked that the meeting approve the
re-election of the cCmmittee. Proposer: MP. Seconder: JD. The
Committee was duly re- elected.

3. Treasurers Report
SH presented the financial statements to the meeting. The only
income during the year was the Parish precept and interest and
three payments were made totalling £2046.44. They were for the
village insurance (£553.94), payment to the Mid-Cherwell
Neighbourhood Plan (£82) and a transfer to the village fund for
the defibrillator. The current balance held is £4205.66.
The only item which remains outstanding is the cost of hiring the
meeting room for Village Meetings. JDT agreed this would be
forwarded to SH for last year as well as the forthcoming period.
A discussion was held around the appropriate level to apply for
with regard to the Village Precept, and it was agreed that the
same level as 2019 should be maintained, so £2,000 will be
requested accordingly. The matter of kerbing continues to be
under discussion and whichever solution is agreed upon,
additional funding will be required.
The Meeting was asked to approve the Accounts. Proposer: GS.
Seconder: JD. The Accounts were unanimously approved.

Village Forum
1. Christmas Events
The meeting started with a review of Christmas events.
Congratulations went to the singers on the Village Wassail for
raising £300 through generous donations. An additional £170
was raised during Carols on The Green. MS suggested that we
give all the money to a single charity each year and proposed this
year we should donate to Banbury Young Homelessness Project.
Proposed by MS. Seconded by MP.
It was agreed that Carols on the Green went well although LF
raised the issue of parking. The traffic coming through the village
was thought to be dangerous and she suggested that cones
could be used. MS commented that last year the cones had been
set out, but had been moved. The Meeting considered using
cones with lights on top, and this should be discussed in advance
of the event this year.
TB offered thanks to LF for organising the Christmas gifts and
they were very much appreciated.

4. Kerbing and Village Shed
No progress reported on the Village Shed proposal. With regard
to kerbing, MP reported that he and Niel Nicholson had concluded
that the cost of installing granite setts was proving prohibitive,
and recommended this proposal be shelved, particularly as the
discussion has run for so long without conclusion and little
agreement. The meeting felt this was prudent and a discussion
was held around the installation of oak posts and rails.
MP suggested we hire a stone cutter and reinstate the edge of
The Green, restored to the correct position, and with low-level
posts installed. TR questioned the need for rails due to
appearance and cost and confirmed reflectors would be required.
There was agreement that this might be a suitable solution and
MP confirmed he will check with OCC Highways. NN to be asked
to provide costings.
MS suggested we trialled the proposal and review the impact on
speeding. AS said we needed to measure the traffic flow at specific
times before and after the posts are installed. As Jeremy Taylor,
the landowner, needs to be part of the discussion, the Meeting
agreed to delay the decision until he is present.

2. Village Fête
LF confirmed that Pollocks and the Yarnton Brass Band are
booked. She has not been able to contact the lady who sells the
sweets and will try to find an alternative supplier. The Ice cream
van will be contacted to see if they plan to come.
It was agreed that a Fête Committee should be set up. AS said
she and Tony would be happy to join. Les Parry was thought to
have expressed an interest. MS/LF/SH volunteered. MP confirmed
he would do the usual publicity and paperwork. The White
Elephant was discussed and it was agreed that emphasis should
be placed on decent quality donations only.

5. Village Meeting & AGM, Any Other Business
1. Village Forum. MP questioned the need for separate Village
and Forum Meetings. Originally it had been hoped that the two
separate discussions would lead to a little less formality for the
Village Forum, but as the two meetings have many topics in
common, it was agreed that, in future, the two would not be
separately handled, and all will be deemed Village Meetings.
The Village Meeting will continue to be formally run and accounts
for both funds reported. LF asked for a vote. Proposed by TB.

3. Mikron Theatre Company
The date for this year’s Mikron performance has been confirmed
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Helping the NHS
to help you this winter ...

for Saturday 4th July, and they can offer two plays for the matinee.
It was agreed that we should ask for the play about the history of
Crufts. AS suggested that we should hold a village barbeque on
the same evening as the marquee will be left up for the Fête,
which is to be staged the following weekend.

Winter is traditionally the busiest time of year for the NHS,
and so patients are being reminded only to use Emergency
Departments in Oxford and Banbury in a real emergency.
There are a range of alternative options available for nonemergency situations to ensure you get the appropriate care
you need, and save an unnecessary trip to A&E.
What’s available?
Q Self-care is the best choice for minor illnesses and
injuries – a range of common winter ailments can be
treated at home with a well-stocked medicine cabinet.
Having a winter plan – such as keeping stocked up on
medicines, keeping your home warm, and looking out
for neighbours – can also be beneficial.
Q Local pharmacies can give advice on several conditions,
such as coughs, headaches, upset stomachs and skin
conditions, as well as advise on stopping coughs and
colds from getting worse.
Q NHS 111 has call handlers who can help you choose
the right health services for your needs, as well as a
website. Just dial 111 to be put through to NHS 111,
who can put you in touch with a clinician, a GP, or
book you an appointment at your nearest minor injuries
unit. You can also use NHS 111 online www.111.nhs.uk
Q Minor injuries units can treat deep cuts, small burns,
sprains, sports injuries, and infected wounds. The
nearest MIU to North Aston is the Outpatients
Department at Witney Community Hospital
Q Your local GP may offer extended opening hours into
the evening or at the weekend.

4. Aunt Sally
TR confirmed he will progress by the next Meeting and report
back on the purchase of the new backdrop.

5. 100 Club
BR confirmed the current period ends in April and the new year
commences in May. Every encouragement should be given to
new village members to join, and this will include the distribution
of details to all village residents, not just those who already
participate in the 100 Club.

6. Village Forum - Any Other Business:
1. Training. AS said that there was a training course for Village
Meeting committee members being run by Oxfordshire
Association of Local Councils on 30 January. She felt it might be
useful if she and LF attended to ensure we are doing things
correctly. The cost is £25/delegate and she asked for the Meeting
to approve the expenditure. MP proposed and GS seconded.
2. Footpaths. The gate across the footpath below the Manor is
now unlocked and it is possible to walk down to the road.

Date of Next Meeting
The next Village Meeting will be on Thursday 23rd April at 7.30pm.

About SJB Hearing Company Ltd
Sarah-Jane Brown is an experienced Hearing
Aid Audiologist and has been working in the
Banbury area for the past 5 years. She has built
up a strong reputation and has helped hundreds
of local people to improve their hearing and overall
health & wellbeing.

“I’m looking forward to welcoming you into my
clinic and helping with your hearing health needs”
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

Complimentary Hearing Assessment
State of the art hearing technology
Friendly, Impartial advice
Earwax removal with Micro-suction
Bespoke Hearing Protection - shooting, motorcyclists, musicians

Most importantly, only attend Emergency Departments when
there is a genuine emergency, such as loss of consciousness,
suspected heart attack or stroke, severe breathing difficulties,
or severe bleeding that cannot be stopped.
On average, between 300 and 400 patients attend
Oxfordshire’s A&E departments every day in winter, and a
significant proportion should not be there.
You can also download Oxfordshire CCG’s free smartphone
app which signposts local health services and uses digital
mapping to help people find their nearest health service,
wherever they are in the county.

SJB Hearing Co Ltd is a private, independent practice owned & operated by Mrs Sarah-Jane Brown

www.sjbhearingcompany.co.uk ~ tel: 01869 254 019
email:booking@sjbhearingcompany.co.uk
Ashcroft Therapy Centre, Hudson Street, Deddington, OX15 0SW
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Bill Adams
May 1946 – November 2019
We are saddened to report that Bill
Adams passed away suddenly on 26th
November 2019.
Bill and his wife Jill moved to Greenside
Cottages from Deddington in 1975, and
established their family home in North Aston. Their first son,
Harry, was born in 1978, and Jonathan arrived in 1980.
Bill and Jill were always active in the village, both as members
of the church and also at events, such as the annual Fête,
where they managed the raffle for many years or could be
found serving teas in the refreshments tent.
Bill served on the St. Mary’s church PCC for many years
before retiring in April 2014. He was a Church Warden for 24
years and was the PCC’s representative on the Woodstock
Deanery Synod for several years up to April 2000.
After almost 40 years in North Aston, and with the two boys
grown up, they moved to Adderbury about 4 years ago. Bill
was a keen sportsman, his particular love being the game of
tennis, at which he had represented Oxfordshire. He was taken
ill whilst playing tennis on the court at Adderbury, where he
was a member and regular player.
His funeral, at Adderbury, on 20th December was well attended
(over 100 people). Several tributes covering recollections of
his family life and love of tennis illustrated his active and varied
life. He was laid to rest in Adderbury churchyard.
For those who knew him well Bill was a true gentleman in
every sense of the word. We offer our condolences to his wife
Jill and two sons Harry and Jonathan and their families.

Qualified and
Experienced Arborists
• Established over 25 years
• Contractors to the National T
Trrust
• Crown
reductions
• Thinning
• Felling
• Hedge
Trimming
• Stump
Grinding
• Decay Detection & T
ts
Trree Repor
Reports

Free phone: 0808 1555815
Mobile: 07778811136

News from Park Farm
Since the New Year we have been very busy at Park Farm.
One of our young people worked very hard and had a positive
few months so was rewarded with an indoor skydive, which
she loved! The young people have also been working hard in
our weekly gardening club and getting our vegetable patch
ready for the spring term. Finally, we spent lots of time planning
with our young people and what they want to achieve in 2020
and our Park Farm development plan. This includes our theme
for our annual Parkchella Festival in the summer and our
summer holiday!

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy?
Why not try our
Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered straight
to your door!

Park Farm

Free Dog Walking
Stuck for time? Let the Park Farm Girls
help out with their reliable, friendly
and professional dog-walking service.
(Weekends only). Please call us on
01869 349922 to set up a dogwalking appointment.

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel:
(01869)
Friday
November 347702
5th
visit the
website 6th
at:
Saturday
November

www.northastonorganics.co.uk
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Oxfordshire County Council
Waste Wizard
Oxfordshire is already the top-performing county in the country,
recycling 58% of household waste. Residents help to make
that happen but there is still more we can all do to increase
the county’s recycling. Now OCC has launched a new online
tool to help people repair, reuse and recycle more.
The Waste Wizard is the County Council’s response to what
they term “the evil spell” sometimes cast over residents by
no-longer-needed items. When the time comes to recycle or
reuse them, many of us don’t - we simply throw them away.
The online tool allows anyone bewitched by the bin to enter a
description of the item into the Waste Wizard, along with
their postcode, to find out whether it can be repaired, reused,
donated or recycled ... and if none of those solutions apply,
then how best to go about the process of disposal, perhaps
at a Household Waste Recycling Centre such as Ardley.

There are lots of different ways to get rid of waste but you
only need one Waste Wizard to help make sure you do the
right thing. The aim is to ...
Q Boost the number of items that get repaired locally
Q Increase the number of items reused or donated
Q Cut the amount of contamination in kerbside collections
and wheelie bins
Q Ensure anything that can’t be reused, repaired or
donated is properly disposed of or recycled
For further information, or to give the Waste Wizard a try,
then visit the website at:

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastewizard

The Village Defibrillator
The defibrillator is located in the porch at 4
Somerton Road, opposite the post box. CPR &
Defibrillator training sessions are arranged
from time to time. For more information, and to
book a session, please contact Mark on 347806
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Love, Kindness & Generosity
February brings those two contrasting Church festivals, St Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday. Contrasting, because
one is often celebrated by the world with chocolates, cards and champagne, and the other by the Church with
sorrow and fasting.
Yet both are about love, and both are moments that hold truths for all of us - whether we are in the midst of a
romance or all alone, or think of ourselves as being Christian or find faith rather a distant idea.
First, the Bible brings us a pretty basic idea that draws all of us together: God loves people, it’s as simple as that.
‘For God so loved the world…’ begins one of the Bible’s most famous verses. Sometimes we have a natural tendency
to make God in our own image - so we have God especially love people who are like us. But the story of Jesus won’t
let us get away with that. God loves people. All people.
The Church has encouraged folk to celebrate St Valentine’s
day, to celebrate their love for another, and to find that
God blesses them as they do so. Why not join us in
worship on Feb 16th, the Sunday nearest Valentine’s Day
and ask God’s blessing on you this year? Everyone
welcome. And I am aware that, as I write, the Church of
England’s bishops last week did their best to issue a
statement which (again) sounded like not everyone was
welcome. Yet thousands of good Anglicans across the
country wrote into newspapers, and commented online,
and signed petitions to protest about this lack of kindness
and generosity and love that seemed to come from our
bishops. It made me very proud to be an Anglican. Indeed,
following this general response, there came a point when
it seemed like almost every bishop I know had condemned
this strange statement of theirs… And here in North
Aston let me be very clear: everyone is welcome in our
Church because we passionately believe that God loves
all of us equally.
Which I guess brings us to Ash Wednesday.
Because in love, all of us are imperfect, and all of us make
mistakes, and all of us need a time, sometimes, to find a
time and a space to open our hearts and both seek and
offer forgiveness. Ash Wednesday isn’t about summoning
up the power to give up chocolate or renew a
determination to do better than we did in ‘Dry January’
(‘Damp January’, as a friend of mine wistfully - and more
accurately - calls it) it is about being honest. Sometimes,
about being just a bit broken. Always, about
understanding that God loves people who are honest and broken, it’s as simple as that.
We’re not loved because we are great. We are loved because we are. Ash Wednesday strips all the trimmings of life
away and finds underneath - still God loves us. All of us. Every one. It is a stunning and precious gift. Sometimes we
need to celebrate. Sometimes we need to pause and give ourselves time and take away distractions so we can
really take it in. That’s the point of Lent.
Our Ash Wednesday service this year is at Tackley Church at 10am on Feb 26th; if you can come - why not make the
journey over to Tackley and find that space, that gift, that love for you.
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 340 470) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153).
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor,
Ginny Stay, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday February 2nd
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green

Wednesday February 5th
No Service

No Service

3:30 pm
Tackley Praise: Pet Service
(with Tackley CE Primary School)
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday February 9th
9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green
2pm Snowdrop Tea

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday February 16th
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday February 23rd
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

11:00 am
Morning Prayer
With Children’s Church
Revd Marcus Green

9:30am
Family Communion
Revd Marcus Green

Ash Wednesday February 26th
No Service

No Service

10:00am
Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion

Sunday March 1st
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5.30pm Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Children and families are welcome at all services. Bible Study happens most Mondays at 2pm at the Rectory.
There is always further information on the website: ww.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all
the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to an extensive emailing list every
month. To be added to that list, please contact the News, stating your wish to be added to the mailing list. We welcome contributions, which need to be
in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements, which may be hand written). To submit an item, including high resolution photographs
suitable for use on the front cover, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
Advertising is welcome. If you wish to place a Display or Classified advert in the News, please request a rate card by email: info@north-aston.co.uk
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