September 2019
347

1

Notes from the Chair
Summers’ End

SEPTEMBER 2019, No:347
Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Lucinda Fuoco - NAPM Chair
Telephone: (01869) 340588
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340470
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

I hope that everyone has had a wonderful summer even with the
rather damp August that we have unfortunately had. I would like
to thank Lynn, Chalce and all of the North Aston Gardening Club
for another fantastic Flower & Produce Show at the weekend ...
what a green fingered lot we are!

Village Forum
Last Thursday we held the Village Forum down in the Bakery, and
thank you to all that came. However, if you were unable to come
please take a look at the Minutes published here in the News. Lots
was discussed, including a talk from Guy Middleton about Fibre
Broadband for the village. The next Village Forum will be held in
the Bakery on the 14th November.

Harvest
And finally, with autumn slowly creeping in, I’d like to remind
everyone that the Harvest Supper will be on the 6th October this
year. Please see the advert on page 7.
You can telephone Lucinda on 340588
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

a
Lucind

Vegetable Stall
Mon-Sat from 9 am behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal
organic veg at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero
food miles
Supporting the local economy

Too busy? Why not try our Veg Box Scheme? Fresh vegetables
delivered straight to your door!

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

visit:

www.northastonorganics.co.uk

August
1st Prize (£10): Tom Baimbridge (#79)
2nd Prize (£5): Oliver Doggett (#28)
The 100 Club continues to pay out every month to those lucky types
who maintain their subscription to the Club. For further information,
please contact Bev on 347434. Remember ...

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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September Birthdays

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Events

Thea Busby
Florence Busby
Thomas Cunningham
Camilla Durnin
Karen Hack (née Brown)
Sam Hatzigeorgiou
Clara Nicholson

Deddington Farmers’ Market
The Farmers' Market this month will be on Saturday 22nd
September, between 9am and 12.30pm. Over 40 stalls offering
quality local produce, including bread, beer, crafts, eggs, flowers,
fish, fruit, meat ... and our very own North Aston Organics!

Climate Change & Species Extinction
You may have seen in the media, news about the activities of
Extinction Rebellion in highlighting the pressing issues of Climate
Change and it's impact on the rate of species extinction.
If you would like to find out more, please come to a meeting in
the Bakery at 7:30 on Tuesday 10th September for a presentation
about Extinction Rebellion, its aims and its activities, and if you
are interested, how you may get involved.
If you would like to know more prior to the meeting, then please
get in touch with Jan at janliberadzki@icloud.com or call him
on 07970 028523.

and congratulations to

Keys to Please

Peter & Jane Durnin

Come to KEYS TO PLEASE on Saturday 14th September and be
amazed and entertained!
A sociable relaxed evening of keyboard music from Bach to LloydWebber, played by Paul Herrington, our fantastic accompanist
and arranger, and a highly accomplished keyboard player. From
7.30 – 9.30 pm in Steeple Aston Village Hall. Tickets £12 (or £10
in advance) from Steeple Aston Post Office or phone 01869
347346. Free wine and nibbles included. Table seating.
Raising funds for the Steeple Aston Choral Society. Follow us on
Facebook @steepleastonchoralsociety.

on their Wedding Anniversary!
Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

The village defibrillator
The defibrillator is located in the porch at 4
Somerton Road, opposite the post box. CPR &
Defibrillator training sessions are arranged
from time to time. For more information, and to
book a session, please contact Mark on 347806

Sharing a life can change a life
The Shared Lives scheme matches people who need additional
support to be independent, with carers and their families. Could
you give someone the chance to grow and gain the confidence to
become as independent as possible in a family environment?
Become a Shared Lives Carer in a home based, paid role. If you
could help, please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives.

Announcements
Planning Applications
Notice of the following announcement relating to Planning
Applications have been received from Cherwell District Council:
Jericho House, North Aston, OX25 6HX. Applicant: Mr & Mrs Ken
Hanley. Dismantling of damaged wall & reconstruction. Reference
19 / 01552 / LB. If you have any comments, please make them to
gemma.magnuson@cherwell-dc.gov.uk by 18 September 2019.

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of every second month,
and September’s gathering will take place on Thursday 5th.
The Group has moved out of the Bakery and is piloting holding
the evening in homes on a rotating basis, with the first to be
held at Les and Pat Parry’s home at Juniper House, The
Green. The topic this month is "Are we a Classless Society?"
The Group is intended to be an opportunity for a relaxed gettogether, more or less focused on a topic which stimulates
interesting discussion. If you would like to be on a mailing list
alerting you to meetings, email furniturechat@gmail.com. For
further information, call Tony Buxton or Annie Savage on
347767. Everyone is welcome.

Park Farm

Free Dog Walking
Stuck for time? Let the Park Farm Girls
help out with their reliable, friendly
and professional dog-walking service.
(Weekends only). Please call us on
01869 349922 to set up a dogwalking appointment.

Front cover: Through the Gateway, a view in Honfleur. See
next month’s News for a review of the Flower & Produce Show.
Inset image: The Magnificent Se7en Firefighters. See p5.
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees
Hello to all! It turned out flipping hot towards the end of August.
One day we had torrential rain, the next it was as hot as
Egypt. I don't know ... it’s been a strange summer.
Earlier in the month we had a shrub covered in the yellow
and black caterpillars of the Cinnabar moth, and they stayed
on it until it was completely stripped of every bit of foliage.
Then they disappeared, just as fast as they came. (The
caterpillars feed on Groundsel, but prefer Ragwort, and they’ve
been introduced in some areas to control the toxic weed.
This makes the caterpillars poisonous as well, and their bright
colours warn predators that they’re not a tasty morsel. The
distinctive day-time-flying moth, with its red and black wings,
is also toxic.)
Our spots for us last month were pretty normal and unexciting,
and included skeins of Geese going over in the mornings,
and then back again, honking away in the middle of the night.
We saw a Sparrow Hawk in the garden chasing ... Sparrows,
and spotted Magpies taking rides on the backs of the sheep
below us. It always looks funny, but they’re picking ticks and
maggots off the sheep for a quick snack.

One afternoon, while sitting down the bottom of the garden, I
was starting to feel like Robert the Bruce. He was hiding in a
cave from the good old English noblemen, and was watching
a spider climbing, falling and climbing again, as it struggled
to create a web. That's when he decided he wouldn't give up
either. So, I'm sat there and this big spider is climbing up its
long thin web and falling back down, climbing up again, and
again ... and again. It did this for half-an-hour and finally got
to the tree, only to fall down about a foot, and hang there.
Next second, a Pied Wagtail flew in, grabbed it, and flew off.
Life can be cruel, can't it!
And that's about it. A short one this month and, as I write, it’s
nearly gin o'clock. Wifey is already sat down the bottom, so
I’d better go and wake her up and pour one for her before I get
shouted at ... only joking dear!
Oh, just remembered - we had the pleasure of the company
of a Tawny Owl last night, calling away. That was a lovely
sound to end the month.
That's it then all the best,
Steve, Wendy & Penny

My favourite was a Weasel running towards me down the
side of a track. I hadn't seen one in ages and always forget
how small they are.
There have been lots of dead young Foxes on the road this
past month. These will be last year's young that have been
kicked out to make way for this year's cubs to grow. We have
been seeing a lot of the adult Foxes just lately as well. They
are out looking for food to feed their cubs, and are quite brave
about it; visiting our chicken run every single night in the hope
that one has flown out.
We slept down the garden in our summer house a lot last
month, but the mornings are starting to get misty and cool,
and there is getting a real autumnal feel already. The
Blackberries are ripening well and the Hawthorn berries are
changing from green to red.
Two funny things to report this month: We were sat having
supper one Sunday night when, all of a sudden, a Sparrow
flew straight into our kitchen and sat on the window sill. Then,
when Jimmy stood up, it got up and flew right through the
house, into our bedroom, and out of the window. Cheeky
blighter!
The other story is also about Sparrows. Did you know that a
female Hedge Sparrow demands sex up to 200 times a day?
She has two husbands on the go all the time, and will even
commit adultery on those two poor worn-out boys!

Saturday 14th September 2019
Help to preserve the history on your doorstep by taking
part in a sponsored walk, cycle or horse ride around
Oxfordshire’s churches.
All funds raised go to the Oxfordshire Historic Churches
Trust, and 50% can be passed on directly to a church of
your choice, including our own church of St Mary’s.
More information is available from:
Deirdre Oakley (340646) or
Clive Busby (338434).
Please give them a call, or drop by
to collect a Sponsorship Form.
www.ohct.org.uk/ride-stride
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On Call Firefighting!

in our navy blue uniforms, we were down to 20. We were
given dates for our basic FF course (3 pre-course Induction
Evenings and a two-week intensive training course) due at
Didcot. The joys of commuting down the A34 sprang to mind
but, fortunately, training for those in the northern half of the
county was moved to Eynsham – a mere 40 minute drive.
I was now a signed-up member of Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue,
with the first pre-course evening showing us to be a group of
10 from Deddington, Hooky, Chippy, Bicester, Bampton,
Woodstock and Charlbury. The course itself covered hoses,
pumps, ladders, water rescue, road traffic collisions, knots
and lines. The drill yard was a serious area, and we’d lost
three more by the time our two-week course started. Day 1,
known as ‘Hellish Monday’, was the dreaded hose-rolling,
setting out and making up six 25m lengths of hose in 8
minutes. Was it pure purgatory? No! It was approached in a
enjoyable and relaxed manner, meaning we all survived and
didn’t melt into jelly whilst cocooned in our PPE!
We became the magnificent se7en, gelled fantastically, and
had a ball. At times morale crashed through the floor, but we
brought ourselves back up and carried on. The water rescue
day was a highlight – full dry suits, wading the Windrush,
rescuing our instructors, manually inflating life jackets whist
swimming and shooting down a sluice run flat on your back.
After weeks of hard graft and fabulous lunches, a total of 17
headed for Didcot to be enrolled as Firefighters by
Oxfordshire’s Chief Fire Officer, Simon Furlonger. The
magnificent se7en of Tash, Chris, Lee, Tony, Lewis, Arnie
and me, James, were Mr or Miss no longer!
James Greenwood
(James has since attended several emergencies, and is now
a regular ‘on call’ firefighter in Deddington. Congratulations!)

The whole process of becoming a Firefighter …
In the depths of last winter, I turned up one Drill Night to have
a chat with Deddington watch manager Chris Fenemore about
what it took to become an “on call” firefighter. Undeterred, I
navigated the OCC website and eventually found that hidden
gem of an application form. I quickly fired this off and waited.
I had been warned that it might not be the speediest of
processes, and over the coming months, I completed, and
passed, a series of verbal and numeric psycho symmetric
online tests, fitness tests, interviews and a full medical,
together with an Assessment Day at Didcot.
That was the first time I met the other Oxfordshire hopefuls: a
motley crew of 20- to 50-somethings, all a little nervous and
totalling 24. We were split into four groups and shoehorned
into training kit. Imagine doing intense physical exercise in a
Tog 15 duvet and you’ll get close!
Exercises were against the clock and included: a ladder climb
and leg lock, body drag, confined space crawl (in dummy
breathing apparatus), ladder lift, hand strength tests,
equipment assembly and disassembly, and the all-important
‘equipment carry’. I had to do the crawl test again as I failed
to grasp the fact that it was against the clock and rather
enjoyed it too much! Two people dropped out, but the rest
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Further interviews and yet
more tests followed, and all were passed.
Back to Kidlington with vital documents meant we were getting
a little closer to our goal. In late April, we met again to receive
our kit ... and to try everything on and make sure it all fitted.
The kit box was as big as the car boot it had to fit into!
May loomed and Theory Induction Day. All smartly dressed
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North Aston Village Forum
Thursday 29th August 2019 ~ The Minutes
Officers present: Chair: Lucinda Fuoco (LF), Treasurer: Sue Hatzigeorgiou (SH), Secretary: Annie Savage (AS)
Those present: Trudy Busby (TB), Clive Busby (CB), Jane Durnin (JD), Marcus Potts (MP), Mark Stay (MS), James Taylor (JT1), Mary
Healy (MH), Jeremy Taylor (JT), David Hanna (DH), Robert Hite (RH), Kyle Hite (KH), Tuck Hatzigeorgiu (TH), and Guy Middleton from
Spirit Public Sector.

5. Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan

Village Forum

Copies of the final report were made available and are in The
Bakery.

LF welcomed everyone to the Meeting. Standing Item: No
declarations of interest made.

6. District Heating and Kerbing
James confirmed the project will be going ahead but as the route
of the trenching has changed, it will no longer be possible to tie
it in with the kerbing of the Green.
MP will confirm with OCC that the permission previously granted
remains effective and that he and Niel Nicholson will continue to
source quotations for the work.

1. Minutes of Last Meeting
Matters arising: LF reviewed items outstanding from previous
Meetings and the following points were noted:
Generator: clarity to be sought from Bev Rees regarding the
position on functionality/servicing requirements of the generator.
Speed Monitor Batteries: CB confirmed that he has purchased
a battery for the lower speed monitor and is testing it prior to
buying more for the upper monitor. He has sourced cheaper
batteries than the European ones previously thought necessary.
Update on position regarding speeding from TVP: Although Les
Parry was not present, CB confirmed that despite chasing TVP,
Les had not received a response to his letters.
Map of the Village for the noticeboard – MP confirmed this was
close to completion.

7. Speeding
RH confirmed he will contact the Community Police Officer to
arrange further training sessions for the Speed Monitor. Further
details will be advised.

8. Community Pub
LF opened a discussion about the lack of suitable venues for
people in the village to meet socially, as she feels the community
could be strengthened by increased contact. She had been in
discussion with MH around the possible use of the Bakery on a
regular basis and to clarify the position with regard to hiring the
space. Although the Bakery does not belong to the village and as
such is not a public building, MH clarified it is available to hire but
each event would need to be considered. In order to make the
property cover its costs, it is now being let out on Airbnb and it
would be unacceptable to guests to have a social gathering in
the communal area of the house they were renting.
Various views were expressed about the many years spent
campaigning for the village hall, which was ultimately thwarted,
and the appetite for re-investigating that was low. LF expressed
her sadness that the village does not have a social space to
improve community cohesion and we are always in the position
of having to borrow from commercial organisations who, whilst
generous, obviously have to place their own interests first, and
so the village loses out.

2. Village Fête
The Fête was discussed and SH ran through the Accounts.
Income and profit were very close to last year’s figure. The
following points were noted for discussion around Fête planning
for 2020:
1) Suggestion of a 1:00 pm start time so that more people
might be encouraged to take lunch at the Fête.
2) Improvements to the entry to be made, as people were
coming in before stallholders were ready. A number of visitors
came under the barrier, avoiding the entry fee. This was
confirmed by the discrepancy between the number of
programmes issued and gate takings.
3) Some of the catering provision to be sited at the far end of
the games in order that people move around more.
4) The “sweet lady” could not come this year but we will contact
her earlier to ensure she is booked for 2020.
5) Bric-a-Brac. The quality of donations was very variable with
much of the stock impossible to sell and MS took the left-over
items to Sobell House who rejected them. It was agreed that
MP and Franca run the stall as they would at an antiques fair,
paying for a pitch and sharing profits. Only donations of genuine
antiques will be accepted.
6) Japanese students have confirmed they would like to attend
with 150 students. As traffic co-ordination with three coaches
was a problem, they will be asked to enter the Fête on a
single-coach basis to alleviate. It was noted that a number of
the students had been wearing face masks and MP clarified
this was a consideration to prevent those with colds or
infections from spreading illness.
7) SH acknowledged that Kyle’s tombola had been very
successful and the meeting showed its appreciation.
8) Date of 2020 Fête agreed: Saturday 11th July.
9) LF agreed to book Yarnton Brass Band, sweet lady and
Pollocks for next year.
10 LF recommended one person to be responsible for coordinating the Fête, as communication had been a problem.
All arrangements to be managed via a single route to avoid
confusion and double bookings.

9. Harvest Lunch
The date of the Harvest Festival is Sunday 6th October. CB will
check with Niel and Liz that it would be convenient to use the Park
Barn. MH confirmed she was happy to co ordinate and asked for
volunteers on Friday for the preparation

10. Broadband
Guy Middleton from Spirit Public Sector gave a presentation on
the potential for applying for funding for “full fibre broadband to
the property”, which involves the replacement of the copper
telephone wires with glass fibre, thus enabling massive
improvement in the performance of the Internet by way of speed
of data transfer, future-proofing, and the reduction in the cut out of
the service which copper wiring brings.
The Government has just brought forward its target for achieving
full fibre throughout the UK to 2025 and, consequently, is willing
to fund a significant amount towards the cost of installing the
infrastructure via a voucher scheme. The installer makes an
assessment of the cost to provide for the whole village and initial
estimates from Openreach are around £80,000. Guy estimates
this could possibly be reduced to around £55,000 if the trenchwork was to be tied in with the proposed District Heating System.
The vouchers for commercial ventures are significantly higher
than the funding available to householders and various conditions
apply. There could be very significant benefits to individuals of full
fibre, depending on the use of IT/TV etc within the home, and
within the next five years it is estimated that all internet provision
will require full fibre. It may also mean that the overhead wiring in
the village could be removed and underground cabling introduced,
thus improving the landscape.

3. Village Constitution
No comments had been received in response to the constitution
consultation. It was proposed we adopt. MP proposed. CB
seconded. Unanimously approved.

4. Accounts
SH presented a summary of income and expenditure.
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Guy is proposing to assist the village to assess what chances
we have of funding for the provision of full fibre and MP agreed to
co-ordinate further investigations via completion of the
questionnaire distributed last month. If people are keen to move
to the new fibre network, they will need to apply for a voucher
which Guy estimates will involve an additional cost (by the internet
service provider) of around £100 per annum as a commitment to
the provider for full fibre broadband must be made for a year. After
that, it would be possible to revert to the older, slower service but
as prices of internet and telephone provision are continually
changing, the chances are the cost benefit of doing so will have
gone.

Qualified and
Experienced Arborists

11. Any Other Business:
Discussion Group: It had been agreed at the last meeting that
the Discussion Group will be held on the first Thursday of every
other month, and the venues will rotate around homes rather
than in The Bakery. There is a meeting on Thursday 5th September
at 7.30 to be held at Les and Pat Parry’s home, Juniper House,
The Green. For further information, call Tony Buxton or Annie
Savage on 347767. Everyone is welcome.
Salt: OCC has sent details of the salt scheme for winter road
safety, but it was agreed this was not required.
Electric Blanket Testing: Full details to be published in NA News.
Mowing: Clive asked if this could be discussed at the next Meeting,
as Hal and Clive have cut the Green on a number of occasions.
SH asked him to bring an invoice for approval.
Tug of War: MS requested reimbursement of £37.50 for the cost
of half the tug of war rope, the cost being shared with Duns Tew.
Approval proposed by TB. Seconded by TH.
Aunt Sally: This is becoming a regular event on The Green.
Stephen Rees asked if consideration could be given to purchasing
a proper Aunt Sally backdrop. Estimated cost is around £300.
The meeting agreed this was a good idea and MP will ask
Stephen to obtain a firm estimate.
Piano: James asked if the piano in The Bakery, which belongs to
the village, could be tuned. Cost is approximately £30. JT
proposed. MS seconded.

• Established over 25 years
• Contractors to the National T
Trrust
• Crown
reductions
• Thinning
• Felling
• Hedge
Trimming
• Stump
Grinding
• Decay Detection & T
ts
Trree Repor
Reports

Free phone: 0808 1555815
Mobile: 07778811136

12. Next Meeting
The date for the next Village Forum was set as Thursday
November 14th at 7.30 pm.

Lunchtime, Sunday 6th October
Orchard Barn @ Nicholsons, The Park, North Aston
12:30 for 1:00 pm
Welcome Drink and Main Course provided ~ bring a Pudding to Share
Please also bring all your own drinks, cutlery, crockery and glasses.

All Welcome! Bring a neighbour!
‘Tickets’ on the Door but Reservations Essential before September 22nd
Please book by leaving a message with Mary on 01869 347702

Price: £5 on the Door - Children under 12 Free
Please let us know if you have any special dietary requirements. Any surplus money will donated
to Church funds. Volunteers needed to help with cooking. Please let us know when you book.
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Security Advice from TVP

Often it’s old, but it is (or was) genuinely yours, but while this
may seem scary, don’t panic. Stolen passwords come from
data breaches, where your data was lost by someone else.
The crooks didn’t steal the password directly from you, they
purchased it on the 'dark web'. The crooks may include your
phone number. Once again, they can find this through on-line
listings and directories, often paired up with an email address.
This kind of data hasn't been lifted directly from your computer.
It may even appear as if the email has come from your own
account, except it hasn't. The name that shows up in the
“From:” field is actually part of the email itself, and the hacker
can enter any name they choose ... even yours.
What do you do? Nothing! Just delete the email and forget (if
you can!) that you ever saw it. Never reply, and certainly don’t
pay up. If the crooks really did have the ‘evidence’ they claim,
they’d include a still image or a link to prove it ... but they
don’t. They just threaten with vague and unconvincing evidence.

A brief round-up of recent security advice ...

Offensive ‘Final Warning’ Emails
Anyone with an email account will probably have received
one of these offensive messages by now. Known as
“sextortion” emails, they come from an “Anonymous Hacker”,
or perhaps “N1ghTim3r”, or something else equally
unintelligible. The essence of the message is that the ‘hacker’
has installed software on your computer that has enabled
him to take control of your computer using a ‘remote desktop’,
accessing files stored on your hard drive or, through the
webcam, making personal and incriminating video recordings.
The text can be very explicit, and very offensive, and may
include your name, company references, or a number of other
identifiers intended to make you think that he knows something
about you. He will then demand payment, usually in digital
currencies, to secure the deletion of the files, with the threat
that failure to respond to his blackmail will result in their
publication on-line or, perhaps, distribution to your own friends
and family. Needless to say, it’s a scam ...
There are various give-aways. The same email will be sent to
women as well as men. If the hacker truly had video evidence,
surely he’d be able to tell the difference? The email may also
be received by users who don’t actually have a webcam!
RATs, short for Remote Access Trojans, do exist, and what
the hacker suggests he’s done is, in theory, possible, but it's
so enormously unlikely. Yes, they quote details that seem to
infer they know something about you, but this is easily
available. For example: they include one of your passwords.

Stolen Numbers
TVP is appealing for information following the theft of
registration plates from a red, Nissan Almera on Duns Tew
Road in Hempton on Saturday afternoon, 17th August. If you
saw anything or have any information relating to this case,
please call 101 quoting reference 43190254507.

The tragic death of PC Andrew Harper
Staff at TVP have been very moved by the many messages of
condolence received since the tragic death of PC Andrew
Harper, and would like to express their thanks. At the right
time, they will pass these on to his family.
If you would like to send a message, please email
PCAndrewHarperCondolences@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
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Leader of the Band
I started listening to big band jazz when I was a kid. By the time I went university, I had a very respectable record
collection (and I do mean records!). I still have some of those early buys … One of my earliest acquisitions was an LP
by the Count Basie Orchestra. We were on holiday in the summer of 1980, and I spotted a (then) recent recording
from the 1977 Montreux Jazz Festival. It’s not their greatest recording (not even as a ‘live’ concert recording) but
it retains a special place for me (amongst the many other recordings I own) for all sorts of nostalgic reasons.
Last month, for the first time, I finally made it to a
‘live’ gig of the Count Basie band. Basie himself died
in 1984, but his band lives on. In August they played
a few shows at Ronnie Scott’s club in London. Those
of you who have been to Ronnie’s know how small
a space it is, how tightly the crowd is spaced around
tables and how close to the stage people feel. When
a full big band thunders through its high-octane jazz
just inches from the punters, it is overpowering!
In the crowd were people of all ages, all sorts of
backgrounds and races, some musicians I
recognised, an academic I chatted to, as well as
couples on dates, people alone just there for the
band, those who knew every note the band were
going to play, and those for whom the whole thing
was a terrific and mysterious initiation into a
completely new world. All of us stomping and
cheering and demanding more from these
phenomenal musicians giving their all.
The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews in the
New Testament pictures being a Christian as being
like a member of the Count Basie band. The guys in
the band now are not the guys who used to be in
it; no-one on that 1977 recording still plays. But
it’s somehow the same band it always was. They
make the same music in a way that no-one else does. And all around are (in the words of Hebrews) a “great cloud
of witnesses”, a cheering crowd, who know what we are feeling, who understand us or know us or love us or are
simply drawn in to see and listen and be with and support us.
Often in life we picture ourselves as the crowd - cheering others on. We watch sport, music, theatre, and we know
the dispassionate pleasure of playing second fiddle to those who are doing the work, scoring the goals, taking the
curtain calls. But the Bible says - oh no. You and I are the stars of the show. And yet those who have gone before us
(not gone, just gone before) remain to cheer us on. They may not know us personally. They may not feel exactly
what we are feeling. Our lives and their may not be a perfect match. Yet they crowd in, tightly packed, inches
away, as our lives thunder on. There for us And they point to Jesus. Our great band leader. (The word the writer to the Hebrews actually uses is ‘author’, but
‘band leader’ is close enough.) And as we accept their encouragement, their cheers, their company, and follow
their eyes to see the one who leads us all, there may be moments when we take a solo, but in this scene we never
play alone. We belong to an amazingly disparate band of folk with stunningly different talents, yet together all the
noises of life blend and harmonies and rhythms join to create a more glorious music than we ever knew we could
play. That Count Basie gig was stunning. But life in God’s family is even more amazing, and open to all.
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 340 470) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor,
Ginny Stay, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday September 1st 2019
11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Clare Hayns

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Clare Hayns

5:30 pm
Evensong
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday September 8th 2019
11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday September 15th 2019
11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday September 22nd 2019
11:00 am
Morning Prayer with Children’s Church
Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday September 29th 2019
11:00 am
Harvest Festival
Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

9:30 am
Family Communion
Rev Marcus Green

Sunday October 6th 2019
11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

9:30 am
Harvest Festival
Revd Marcus Green
Harvest Lunch in the Park Barn

Bible Study happens in the Rectory most Mondays at 2pm and Morning Prayer is at 10am
on Thursday Sept 5th. Visit the website for further information: www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North Aston,
and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A full-colour edition
in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to an extensive emailing list every month. To be added
to that list, please contact the News, stating your wish to be added to the mailing list. We welcome contributions,
which need to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements, which may be hand
written). To submit an item, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
Advertising is welcome. If you wish to place a Display or Classified advert in the News, please request a rate
card by email: info@north-aston.co.uk
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5:30 pm
Harvest Festival
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons
Followed by Harvest Auction

