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The Chairman’s Mark
Wassailing
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Lisa Honess, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 337533
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

After many years of singing to every single house in the village the
concept has run out of steam, for the time being at least, and so we
shall now concentrate on the main part of the village. However, we
will start off this year's wassail with a gathering in The Old Bakery
at 4.00pm on Sunday 16th December, when all residents from outlying houses are invited to join us in a little party to get things
started.

Christmas Gifts for Senior Citizens
Thanks to Linda and Trudy, this tradition is being revived after a
brief pause. And what's more, as we are officially out of austerity
measures, we have doubled the budget! If you are aged 70+ but
would like to opt out of receiving a gift, please contact Linda, Trudy
or myself as soon as possible.

Dog Fouling
On a very unseasonal note, I have been asked to highlight the fact
that one or two people are still not clearing up after their dogs,
even on the pavement! Come on folks, you know who you are please make the effort like everyone else. At the last Village Forum
everyone was in favour of naming and shaming, so you have been
warned!

Village Meeting
Our next meeting, which is the AGM, will be on Thursday January
10th at 7.30pm in The Old Bakery.
I will be stepping down as Chair, as will our Treasurer, so please
consider taking on either of these roles to preserve the village
independence and stop us from being subsumed into Duns Tew or
Steeple Aston Parish Councils, with the attendant rise in our Council
Tax. We really need to have some offers before the Meeting so
please contact me asap to put yourself forward or if you need more
information.
I hope to see most of you on the Village Green on Christmas Eve
for yet more hearty carol singing around the bonfire.
Telephone: 01869 347 806
email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Mark

Village Meeting & AGM
January 10th 2019

The Old Bakery from 7:30 pm
The Village Meeting & AGM will take place on 10th January. This is
the only official gathering of the year, and is vital for the “independence”
of the North Aston Parish Meeting. It is also the time when the Officials
to the Meeting are elected.
This year there will be vacancies for Chair and Treasurer. Nominations
are invited now, December 2018, for these vital posts. Please bear in
mind that, if the village fails to elect anyone to these positions, North
Aston’s Village Meeting could not continue. The likely outcome would
be the incorporation of North Aston into either Duns Tew Parish Council
or Steeple Aston PC. Both eventualities will inevitably result in a rise
in Council Tax charges to North Aston Residents. Neither role is
particularly arduous, so if you can spare a few hours a month to help
the community, then please contact Mark by calling 347806 or emailing
him at chair@north-aston.co.uk.
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December Birthdays

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk
The village Defibrillator is located in
the porch at 4 Somerton Road, at
the eastern end of the village,
opposite the post box.
If you would like to attend a CPR
and Defib training session please
contact Mark on 347806

Paul Brown
Stefan Liberadski
Joyce Morley
Joshua Potts ~ Tony Rees
Caroline West & Peter West

Events
Duns Tew Pantomime
It’s your last chance to book a seat for this season’s Duns Tew
Pantomime! The Sleeping Beauty will be staged on Saturday 1st,
Friday 7th and Saturday 8th December 7:30 pm, with a matinee
on Saturday 1st at 2:00 pm. Admission is £14.00 (including two
course meal) and £7.00 for the Matinee, children £5.00. Book
on-line at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/dtdg/event/view/89501.

Deddington Farmers’ Market
This month’s Farmers’ Market will take place on December 22nd.
Stalls will fill the Market Square, offering the very best in local
produce, from beer and bread, to fish, fruit, meat, as well as our
own North Aston Organics. 9 am to 12:30 pm.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

North Aston Choir
Rehearsals for North Aston Choir take place every Monday
evening in the Old Vicarage from 6:30 pm. It is not too late to
join! No previous experience is required. If you’d like to get
involved, contact Miranda on 340625. The sweet singing of
the choir, and the playing of the merry organ, is one of the
highlights of the annual Carol Service, which will take place
on Sunday 23rd December this year, starting at 3:30 pm.

The Nicholsons Christmas Fair takes place on Saturday,
December 1st. On past form, this will be a lovely day filled with
entertainment, food, drink and crafty shopping.
There will be live music from Folk Singer Songwriter Dolly Mavies
from Oxford. With Welsh roots and soulful sounds, she mixes
haunting vocals with poetic lyrics. Oxford-based Natural Bread
will be offering a selection of their wonderful artisan breads,
pastries & cakes. Light Craft Creations will be displaying inventive
lamps made from recycled and vintage materials. Al Irvine will
be showcasing tailor-made and amazing floral shirts. Lesley
Stevens, who trades as Decorque, is a local Oxfordshire designer
who creates uniquely-designed home accessories, from
placemats and coasters to art prints, cushions and lampshades.
With Christmas coming up, seek out something special to toast
the festive season. Tap Social Movement is a craft brewery based
in Oxford which provides training and employment for people
currently serving, and recently released, from prison ... and will
be offering a range of beers as well winter-warming mulled wine
and merchandise. They will be joining the famous Cotswolds
Distillery, based near Shipston-on-Stour. They’ve been producing
outstanding natural spirits since 2014, including award-winning
Cotswolds Dry Gin, Whisky and, as of recently, Absinthe.
You will also be able to explore the ROSARA showroom and visit
the Yurt. Nicholsons will again be partnered by the Oxford
Christmas Company, selling Christmas Trees & Baubles.
The event will be open from 10:00 am through to 18:00.

& Carol Service
Flat Cap Found
What’s described as “a lovely flat cap”
has been found in a field to the north of
the Green. It has been freshly
laundered and is now as good as new.
If you are the owner, or know who is,
then drop us an email here at the News
so the cap and owner can be reunited.
The North Aston Carol Singers will be wassailing around the
Parish again this month. They will be raising money for three
local charities: Restore (supporting mental health in
Oxfordshire), Banbury Young Homeless Project and
Homestart (Helping young families in Oxfordshire).
The Wassail will take place on Sunday 16th
December, starting with a gathering in the
Old Bakery to which all residents of outlying properties are warmly invited. If
you do not wish to open your door but
would like to support the charities,
please leave an envelope outside.
Thank you.
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees

field. In those days there was a massive hole,or what we
used to call The Bowl, in that field, and his Ford Ploughmaster
tractor had its front tyres up in the air and looked really scary
to us kids. That hole has now been filled in, but we loved it as
kids. My big brother Tony and Nick Morley were ferreting down
there one autumn when, all of a sudden, there was a
commotion. Tony had found himself right on top of a fox! He
jumped a mile.

Hello, and blimey, it's the twelfth month already! Where has
the year gone? They say flying time is a sign of getting old,
so that’s my days numbered then. It feels like January was
last flipping week!
The best spot for us last month went to Wendy Wife, and she
also wins our annual competition by seeing a Woodcock one
evening three weeks ago, while out with Penny. It was down
behind Bill and Jean’s house, and came swooping along the
hedge and over her head, just as it was getting dark. What a
lovely sight they make. I've not seen one yet this autumn, but
I guess I was spoilt last year when I had a pair fly over me and
drop down just yards from where I was.
Walking Penny in the dark, morning and night, I have noticed
a lack of foxes compared to other years. There is one in the
field below us, in more or less the same place every night,
but last year (and the year before) we were seeing three, four
or five in that field on a regular basis. It’s strange. I wonder
where they’ve gone? My gut feeling is that we had overpopulation before, due to good food availability, but they’ve
now dispersed further afield. It’s probably a load of old rubbish,
but there has to be a reason.
Driving from job to job in my van last week I saw something
out near Aylesbury that I see very little of nowadays; a big
ploughed field. Farmers seem to plough much less now
compared to years ago. Talking to Paul, the manager at
Rousham, he said they don't plough because they have fewer
weeds with reduced ground disturbance. As a boy I can
remember sat watching Ray Haynes ploughing the allotment

People who I take seriously about these things - proper old
country boys - are telling me it's going to be a hard winter.
We will see. I don't mind if it is - better that than a wet one!
Well, that’s about it. Short and sweet this month, but my
supper is nearly ready. We are looking forward to a week off
at Christmas and a few good walks. All being well, I will write
for you again next year.
Happy Christmas to you all, Steve, Wendy & Penny

From Thames Valley Police

easy pickings. Don't put the contents of your home on display
by leaving your curtains open at night, allowing any potential
burglars to view your home as somewhere to dabble in a bit
of window shopping. When you go out, consider activating
some lights using a timer. They’re very cheap now - under £5.
Ensure security lights are working and switched on, and lock
side-entrance gates.
This is a time of the year when we are all even busier than
usual, rushing around as we get everything ready for
Christmas. It’s too easy to forget that the burglars are doing
exactly the same!

This month’s updates and information
Cycling on Pavements
Cheryl Harrison (Police, PCSO) would like to remind everyone
that cycling on the pavement is an offence, unless part of it is
actually a designated cycle path. Under the Highway Act, it
is an offence to ride, drive (or ride a horse) on any footpath.
Please be mindful of other people when cycling. While some
roads can hazardous, cyclists need to acknowledge that the
footpath is primarily for pedestrians, and there is no excuse
for cyclists behaving in an intimidating way by riding directly
at pedestrians. If caught, a £50 fine can be issued.

Scam Phone Calls
The number and variety of scam phone calls seems to be on
the increase again. In the past few weeks these have included
an automated message from BT advising homeowners of
Broadband problems, and if they don’t call back, their Internet
connection will be terminated. The bizarre American accent
is a sure-fire giveaway that this is a spoof, but anyone tempted
to respond will be calling a premium rate number ... so don’t!
There have also been several callers claiming to be following
up Government surveys on water quality, loft insulation and
home security. They sound very plausible, but in every case
they’re just trying to sell you something that you either don’t
need, or won’t want. The simple fact that they’re telephoning
at all means there’s bait on the hook. If you’re eligible for a
Government grant, you’ll have to go and find it ... because it
certainly won’t come to you free and gratis via a phone call.
If you have a phone with caller display, and are being pestered
repeatedly by the same numbers, add these to your phone’s
“library” with the display name “Ignore”, and don’t answer them.

Vehicle Break-ins
There have been yet more reports of thefts from vehicles,
particularly in rural areas, and in the Astons especially. Do
not leave valuables on display, and give some thought to what
you keep in your car. Does it really need to be there?

Thefts from Churches
There has been a spate of thefts recently from churches in
the Banbury area, including the regrettable removal of lead
from roofs. Please be especially vigilant, and if you see anyone
acting suspiciously, then please call TVP on 101, or dial 999
if there is a crime actually in progress.

Christmas Precautions
With the Christmas season fast approaching, please remember
to secure doors and windows when leaving your home. At
this time of the year opportunist thieves are on the lookout for
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North Aston Village Forum
Minutes of the Forum ~ Thursday 9th November 2018
Officers Present: Chairman Mark Stay (MS), Secretary Annie Savage (AS)
Those Present: David Hannah (DH), Clive Busby (CB), Trudy Busby (TB), Robert Hite (RH), Linda Brown (LB), James Taylor (JT), Tony
Buxton (AB), Niel Nicholson (NN), Mary Healey (MH), Jeremy Taylor (JemT), Les Parry (LP), Bev Rees (BR), Tony Rees (TR). Neil Holiday
(NH) from Laws & Fiennes, Estate Management Consultants of Broughton.
Apologies: Treasurer Lisa Honess, Marcus Potts.
As there were some further, specific questions which related to
issues which were more relevant to tenants of North Aston Farms,
it was agreed that these should be dealt with by way of meetings
between the interested parties. NH left the meeting at this point
and MS thanked him for his attendance.

MS opened the meeting by asking that the Forum remembered
Nicholas Kneale, whose death had been announced. A minute’s
silence was observed.

1. Harvest Lunch
NN commented that, as ever, the food was very good and offered
thanks to MH. It was noted that the numbers attending were lower
than last year. A discussion was held around reverting to an evening
event as the move to lunchtime had not attracted more attendees
and it was agreed this would be discussed next year.

4. Kerbing
NN advised the Forum that he has obtained one quotation of
£13,000 plus VAT for kerbing The Green . He had approached a
second contractor but no quote had been forthcoming. He
suggested that given the District Heating system would involve
work on The Green, that it would be prudent to tie the kerbing
work in at this time. It is hoped that by getting the two contractors
to work together, that there could be an economic benefit and it
was agreed to delay the kerbing until summer 2019. NN advised
that Marcus Potts was waiting to hear from OCC in order to confirm
that the permission the village previously had to carry out the
work remained valid.
NN reported that he had investigated reducing the speed limit
through the village to 20mph. The Highways department has
advised it would require speed surveys to be carried out (at a
cost of £100) to evidence the need, but had suggested it would
be unlikely this would be approved without additional speed
measures.
OCC had advised that they would not be carrying out further safety
work at the Fox crossroads as they do not have sufficient funds.
RH confirmed that during the latest SpeedWatch figures: 180
cars had been recorded travelling through the village in a single
hour. CB expressed the view, which was shared by others, that
the speed camera is generally effective and the most motorists
are complying with the speed limit. A request was made by CB to
spend up to 300 euros on new batteries. Proposed by RH.
Seconded by TB. Agreed unanimously.

2. Christmas
Carols on the Green: This will take place as usual at 6pm on
Christmas Eve, and James Taylor confirmed he was happy to
ensure his insurance covered the event. Five pans of mulled
wine are needed and NN asked if the meeting could vote for
expenditure of up to £150 for refreshments. Proposed by TR and
seconded by JT. Approved unanimously.
NN is happy to provide the marquee and cups and Brian is to be
approached regarding the power supply. The meeting agreed
that this was a way in which the village extends friendship to
other local people and although donations are welcome, the
gesture is more important.
Senior Citizens: The meeting agreed to continue to provide a
Christmas gift to residents aged over 70 and LB is happy to
organise. Any resident who does not wish to receive a present
can let Linda Brown know. Raising the value to £10 per gift was
suggested and a vote was taken on an agreement to spend up to
£300. LB proposed and BR seconded. Approved unanimously.
Children’s Party: As no one had volunteered to organise the
event, it was agreed that as there is so much else going on at
this time of year, the children’s party will not be held.
Village Wassail: Due to the low number of singers in previous
years the Wassailers won’t be visiting all the out-lying properties.
The Wassail will start at 4.00pm on Sunday 16th December in
The Old Bakery, when all out-lyers are invited to join in.
Funds raised will go to the same local charities as last year;
Restore (Banbury), Homestart, and the Banbury Young
Homelessness Project.

5. CPR and Defibrillator
A total of 18 people have so far been trained. MS has issued
dates for additional training but to date, no responses to the
invitation have been received. NN confirmed that Nicholsons
would like to borrow the training kit supplied by BHF to train staff
members. Park Farm has also confirmed the staff there would
like to run sessions using the training kit and AS is liaising.
A discussion took place around formal training in CPR and MS
emphasised its importance. Although the defibrillator does talk
users through the application, it is a back-up to effective CPR
rather than first line support. It was agreed that further work is
required to encourage more residents to become involved in
CPR and defibrillator training.

3. District Heating System
North Aston Farms is proposing a plan for a District Heating
System designed to provide heat for the tenanted properties
belonging to the estate. Neil Holiday from Laws & Fiennes is
representing North Aston Farms and was in attendance to
respond to any questions or concerns raised.
The proposal is for the work involving the construction of the
system to commence during the summer of 2019. NH
commented that it has been overdesigned in order that should
there be a requirement for other households to join the scheme,
up to eight additional properties could be accommodated in the
initial stage. In addition, as the services supplied will run through
the centre of the village, further discussions could be held to
extend the number of properties able to take advantage of the
system.
JT said that ambition for the work to declutter the village of the
overhead wiring could run concurrently with the district heating
programme. LP raised the question of duration and disruption
and NH said the work on the energy centre would barely be noticed
but it is estimated the main part of the work would take
approximately three to four weeks during the summer and would
potentially involve three road crossings.
LB asked why the energy centre was to be sited in a particular
garden rather than on other estate land and NH explained it was
to lessen the overall impact on the village.

5. Nottingham Knockers
Further visits have been made to the village by the Nottingham
Knockers selling products and incidences of aggression have
been reported. A suggestion had been received that signs should
be put up in the village to warn the Knockers that they would not
be welcome but it was felt to be inappropriate and probably
ineffective.

6. Thankyous
MS said that, as this would be the penultimate meeting at which
he was Chair, there were a number of people to whom he wished
to express his gratitude:
Marcus Potts for editing and publishing North Aston News. The
meeting agreed that Marcus gives generously of his time. It was
agreed that MS would ensure he is receiving payment.
Niel and Liz Nicholson for the printing of the News and all the
other support they give to the village.
Norman West for delivering the North Aston News. (Continued ..)
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

Clive Busby for mowing the green and verges, managing the
speed cameras and so many other things around the village.
Bev Rees for managing the 100 Club.
Robert & Liz Hite for organising the SpeedWatch events . Robert
mentioned they are holding back on further sessions until spring
but would appreciate more volunteers.
Mark Stay confirmed he will be stepping down from the position
of Chair at the January AGM but will assist in the handover. Lisa
Honess has also advised she is unable to continue as Treasurer
as her job has increased to a full time position and with a young
family, the additional work makes continuing in the role too
challenging. Volunteers for both positions are urgently needed
and anyone who would be willing to take on the roles are asked
to contact Mark Stay.
Annie Savage is willing to continue as Secretary.

Many thanks to all who donated so generously in this
centenary year. £547.39 was collected within North
Aston, contributing towards a grand total of £6500
raised by Deddington branch of the Royal British
Legion, an increase of £1200 on last year. Thank you!

Announcements
Planning Applications
Notice of the following Planning Application has been received:
North Aston Hall. Replacement of modern rear extension and
creation of new outdoor swimming pool. The extension has been
drawn away from the Church at first floor level by the removal of
one bedroom and the eastern elevation has been simplified by
the removal of the windows and the continuation of the blank
panels. Consultation expiry date 4th December. Statutory expiry
date: 8th March 2019. Reference 17/02433/F.
Full details on the CDC website: www.cherwell.gov.uk and follow
the links, using the application reference quoted above.

7. Any Other Business
Tony Rees reported dog fouling had increased and it is
particularly disturbing to find deposits have not been cleared
away from prominent places such as the footpath close to the
speed camera and on the village green. It was agreed that
attention would be drawn to this in the newsletter and if the
situation did not improve, dog owners who do not clear up after
their pets should be named and shamed.
AS reported that the residents at Park Farm have raised £200 for
village funds. The money will be passed to the treasurer in due
course and the meeting expressed gratitude to the girls for their
hard work.
LP asked if there was a Map of the Village which showed all the
houses by name as he is frequently asked for directions by
delivery drivers. MS said Marcus Potts was producing one and
will check on progress.
MS presented the meeting with the North Oxfordshire Tug-ofWar Cup, which was given by Duns Tew for the Tug-of-War
competition during the summer. It was gratifying to see North
Aston was the first name on the trophy and it was suggested that
maybe Somerton could join in the competition in 2019.

Christmas Cheer!
Merry Christmas to all North Aston Residents, from Peter and
Jane Durnin, Godwins Farm, North Aston. Please accept this
greeting as your Christmas card this year, as we shall be making
a donation to Parkinson’s UK instead of sending cards. We hope
your Christmas is filled with love and joy! Peter and Jane xx

Ride & Stride
This year’s riders and striders from North Aston raised £650.
Congratulations, and many thanks to all those who took part, as
well as those who helped on the day.

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 10th January 2019 at 7.30 pm
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Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy?
Why not try our
Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to your
door!

Last month was very exciting at Park Farm; we kicked things
off with Bonfire night, with our girls attending two different
displays. They loved the fireworks and hot chocolates on the
night, and everyone was in good spirits, apart from the rabbits,
who did not seem to appreciate the night as much!
A few of us have started new activities, with one girl starting
football this month, and another playing her first rugby game.
This is going really well so far, and hopefully we can update
you all on how they are doing at the end of their sport seasons.
School is going really well for everyone as we approach the
Christmas holidays, and everyone is working hard to achieve
their goals. Of course, we are looking forward to a break for
Christmas after a long term of school, but we will keep going
strong until then!
We have started our Christmas preparations, and everyone
is starting to write their lists. That does not mean we have
forgotten about everyone else though; this year we are making
shoeboxes with toys and other treats for charity, and these
will be sent to children in Africa for Christmas.
We are all really looking forward to Christmas, and will
hopefully attend the Carol service in North Aston again this
year, as well as other events around the area. We are also
looking into volunteering at a local homeless shelter, but we
will let you know how that goes in next month’s edition of the
North Aston News.
All at Park Farm

Email:
northastonorganics@gmail.com
Friday
November 5th
Saturday
November
6th
Tel:
(01869)
347702

visit the website at:

www.northastonorganics.co.uk

November 2018
The winners of the November draw were:
1st Prize (£10): G Hack (#140)
2nd Prize (£5): C Walkerdene (#37)
The 100 Club is managed by our former Village Treasurer,
Bev Rees. Who better! For more information, call her on
347434. The chances of winning are better than the Lottery!

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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From Councillor Hugo Brown
While the main pre-occupation of CDC remains the future
working relationship with OCC, life does go on as normal and
everyday life still needs to be managed.
Amongst other issues which have come before the Full Council
or the Executive in recent weeks are:
Full Council Meeting on 30th October:
Chief Constable Francis Habgood and Deputy Police & Crime
Commissioner Matthew Barber gave presentations which I
should be more than happy to circulate upon request
There were two motions ...
"deploring the Ministry of Justice decision to close the
Banbury Magistrates' and County Court" - carried
unanimously.
“seeking assurance that Banbury Police Station will remain
open for the foreseeable future" - this was not carried
as there was no suggestion that it would close (CC
Habgood had confirmed there were no plans to close
it) and it was deemed to be "tokenistic" and "tilting at
windmills" to object to something that was not on the
cards.
Executive Meeting 5th November:
District Sports Study Playing Pitch Strategy which will be
used to create the Sports & Leisure Strategy for
Cherwell which will be brought to Executive in early
2019.
Revised Housing Allocations Scheme for the allocation of
affordable rented housing in Cherwell.
Creation of a Cherwell Industrial Strategy.
Due to come to Executive Meeting, 3rd December
Draft Housing Strategy 2018-2023 "Cherwell - A Place to
Prosper", which has a particular focus on older people,
disabled people and young people.
Hugo Brown
Email: Hugo.Brown@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk

From Councillor Bryn Williams

Joint Working
The unravelling of CDC’s ‘Joint Working’ relationship with South
Northants District Council continues apace with staff being
offered the opportunity of staying at CDC or migrating to
SNDC. The reorganisation is on schedule for CDC to be self
sufficient by next summer and fully independent by March
2020. Whilst this is happening the new arrangement with OCC
is gearing up with closer working relationships on back office
and operational activities.

Thames Valley Police
In a recent briefing with Chief Inspector Emma Garside of
TVP, she confirmed that dwelling/household burglaries are
down, however there is a worrying escalation in what’s known
as ‘County Lines’ crime. This is where young people are
recruited in the cities surrounding our district and then travel
by train to Banbury, Bicester and now Kidlington to deal and
supply drugs. There is also a new wave of crime known as
‘Cuckooing’ which is where criminals befriend vulnerable and/
or older residents living alone, gain their trust and then proceed
to use their house as a base for crime. This could be drug
dealing, storing proceeds of crime or using the address to
receive proceeds of crime. It is not happening in rural areas
just yet but we should be aware and be vigilant of suspicious
activity.

Castle Quay
The development of Castle Quay and Castle Quay 2 continues
with the re-designing of the pedestrian access and entrances
to CQ1. It is envisaged that the units facing the canal will be
offered to Food and Beverage outlets whilst the internal units
will be retail. This will allow later access to CQ1’s restaurants
and bars accessible from the canal side, while the retail outlets
will close at normal business hours. CQ2 is scheduled for
completion in Q1 of 2021 and contain additional two storey
parking, a new 117 room Premier Inn, a 10 screen cinema as
well as several bars and restaurants, again facing the canal
and making the area more of a destination for tourists and
visitors to the town.

Hugo will be happy to circulate details of any of the above,
upon request, and points out that further details on all these
matters - and many more besides - can be found on the
Cherwell District Council website: www.cherwell.gov.uk

Environment
Something for the gardeners amongst you. Due to the
extraordinarily dry weather this summer, CDC has collected
928 tons LESS green waste to date than in the previous year.

Christmas Greetings
As we welcome in December and our attention focuses on
Christmas and the festive period, I’d like to thank the residents
of North Aston and members of the village forum for their
support throughout the year. It has passed by at some pace.
And I’d like to wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and New
Year and look forward to serving you all again in 2019.
Thank you.
Bryn Williams
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk

Saturday 1st December, 7.30pm
Steeple Aston Church
To include Music by Bach, Rachmaninov and Vaughan Williams and
Words by Betjeman, Tennyson and Rowan Williams, with Singers
from the Choir of St Martin in the Fields, London, accompanied by
Eliza Scott & Liam Keneally (Violins) and Nicholas Cleobury (Organ).
Tickets £10.00 (to include a glass of wine)
The Village Shop or Margaret Bulleyment (01869 347346)
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Looking Forward to Christmas
Advent is all about beginnings and expectations. Advent Calendars begin the Christmas journey, as day by day we
open their windows and wait to see what lies within. At the end - all has been revealed; either the hidden pictures
are made clear or the chocolate is eaten, and
we are no longer waiting and wondering:
Christmas is here. We have arrived.
I love the ‘almost’ time of Advent. The start,
but the ‘not-quite yet' of the Christmas
season. I love the weather of December, the
songs on the radio, the purple in church with
flowers hidden away as we hold back for
celebrations to come.
I love the preparations that happen. Back in
early November I read that most people had
already completed their Christmas shopping.
I am clearly not ‘most people’..! And I love
the finding and the giving and the fun of
Christmas in tiny things that on one level
make no difference at all, but mean everything
because they are signs of love and friendship.
For Mary and Joseph it was a time of
beginnings and expectations too. Mary had
decided to believe God and go with what the
angel promised. Joseph had decided to let go
of his earlier anger and trust Mary and stay by her side. There had been wondering and holding back and signs of
love along the way. At Bethlehem, they hoped for some kind of welcome from his family - when suddenly the
waiting ended. What followed - the visitors, the gifts, the depth of the wonder - these were surprises.
If Advent is about beginnings and expectations, Christmas is about the surprising glory of God’s love. For that love
isn’t viewed through the windows of a calendar, a tiny picture, a moment’s pleasure, then gone for good. It isn’t
precarious like hope, fragile as frost on a December hedgerow. It isn’t ‘almost’ and ‘not quite yet’.
God’s love is the reality of Jesus, living among us, becoming one of us. All the glory and peace of heaven gets hung
on a coat hook while Jesus rolls up his sleeves and feels what we feel, sees what we see, laughs at our jokes and
cries our tears. God’s love is not proclaimed with fanfares in a galaxy far, far away. The Christmas story tells us How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

Words and Music for Advent - Dec 1st, 7.30pm, Steeple Aston
Please do come and enjoy this terrific looking concert in Steeple Church, which Nick and Heather Cleobury are
organising. With singers from the choir of St Martin in the Fields, London, and two wonderful Australian violinists,
it promises to be a fantastic start to the season.

Carol Service Choir
And please do come and join our carol service choir! Just a few rehearsals left - Monday evenings in the Old
Vicarage on the Green. Miranda is in charge, and we need all the singers that can spare the time! (The Carol Service
is on December 23rd at 3.30pm)
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor,
Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN DECEMBER
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday December 2nd 2018 - First Sunday of Advent
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service for Advent Sunday
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Thursday December 6th 2018 - Saint Nicholas Day
No Service

No Service

3:30 pm ~ Christingle
Joint Service with Tackley CE School
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday December 9th 2018 - Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday December 16th 2018 - Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday December 23rd 2018 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
3:30 pm
Carol Service
Revd Marcus Green

6:00 pm
Carol Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Carol Service
Canon Robin Gibbons and
Revd Geoffrey Hunter

Monday December 24th 2018 - Christmas Eve
6:00 pm
Carols on the Green

4:00 pm ~ Crib Service
Revd Marcus Green
11:30 pm
Midnight Communion
Revd Marcus Green

4:00 pm ~ Crib Service
Canon Robin Gibbons
10:00 pm
First Communion of Christmas
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Tuesday December 25th 2018 - Christmas Day
9:00 am
Christmas Communion & Carols
Revd Geoff Hunter & Richard Bailey

10:30 am
Christmas Communion & Carols
Revd Marcus Green

9:00 am
Christmas Communion & Carols
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday December 30th 2018 - First Sunday of Christmas
No Service

No Service

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North
Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of North Aston. A
full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to an extensive emailing list
every month. To be added to that list, please contact the News. We welcome contributions, which
need to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and Announcements). To submit an item,
please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
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10.30 am
Christmastide Morning Prayer
and Carols with Baptism
Revd Marcus Green
Bible Study is on Mondays at 2pm, and midweek
Morning Prayer is on Thursday December 6th at
10am. More news on www.sntchurch.com

