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The Chairman’s Mark
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JUNE 2018, No:332
Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Lisa Honess, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 337533
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarm@hillcrestcs.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Beverley Rees. (01869) 347434
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

The Fête is only six weeks away now. Please see the advert on
page 5. I would particularly like to emphasise the need for people
to volunteer well in advance, so that we know what stalls we can
run. We are still looking for good prizes for the raffle. The next fête
committee meeting is on Monday 4th June, 7.30pm in The Bakery.
It would be good to have a sense of who is available by then

Tug of War
I am hoping there will an inter village tug of war competition
between ourselves, Duns Tew and Somerton to be held at each of
our fêtes this year. Details to be finalised soon (Duns Tew Fête is
Sunday 17th June). The idea is that it will not be too serious (is that
possible?) and teams will consist of both men and women and of
mixed ages. Let me know if you would like to join in.

Defibrillator up-date
I am hugely grateful to Annie Savage for securing grant funding
towards our village defibrillator. It has now been ordered and should
be with us very soon. The grant also includes a DIY training
package and we will organise a session in The Bakery when we
have all the details. Annie is now applying for separate funding for
the installation from SSE. Depending on the outcome of that we
will then know if we have enough money left in the kitty for the red
phone box to keep it in.
Telephone: 01869 347 806
email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Mark

The News in Colour! You regularly receive the North Aston News as an
emailed PDF, so will be familiar with this full-colour version. Under new
GDPR laws, this can only be sent to those who’ve requested it. If you know
anyone else who’d like to be included, suggest they email info@northaston.co.uk, asking to subscribe. If you’re aware of someone who used to
get the News this way, but doesn’t any longer, then that’s probably because
they didn’t respond to our reminders and have now been deleted from the
list. They can be reinstated to the mailing list by sending us an email.

May 2018
The winners of the May Draw were:
First Prize (£10): Oliver Bevan (#110)
Second Prize (£5): Andy Brown (#87)
This month’s draw is the first of the new 2018-19 season, and
those who have yet to return their subscriptions are
traditionally given the benefit of the doubt. However, it won’t last! If
you still haven’t returned your envelope to Bev Rees, our new 100
Club treasurer, then please do so, as soon as possible. You can phone
her on 347434. Remember ...

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
Front Cover: Thanks to Lynn Quek for this month’s photo of the poppies growing
in Barn Ground, the field beside the allotments. It looks stunning in colour! If you
have a suitable cover photo, please send at hi-res to info@north-aston.co.uk.
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June Birthdays

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Andy Brown
Adam Busby
Alex Hatzigeorgiou
Tilly Kneale

Tackley Exhibition
Dear Sir,
May I, through you, very kindly urge anyone who loves the
history of our area to visit the current exhibition in Tackley
Church south porch.
The History Group have assembled extremely detailed
timeline maps and cabinets full of artefacts from the late upper
Palaeolithic to the 20th Century. 14,000 years of human
history, and these same people of course walked and hunted
across our land too, long before North Aston was a place with
a name.
Best regards, Kildare

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or know
someone who should be, please let us know.
Our thoughts also with the relatives and friends of those
who had birthdays this month, but are no longer with us.

The North Aston Christian Aid
collection last month raised a
total of £366.85.
A huge thankyou to all who
contributed!
Vicky Taylor & Annabel Bevan

Announcements & Events
Deddington Farmers’ Market
The Farmers’ Market will take place on June 22nd this month.
Find a parking space and support our local farmers and growers,
including North Aston Organics, who have a stall at the Market
every 4th Saturday of the month.

North Aston Tennis Club.
Just a reminder that the North Aston Tennis Club is active again
this summer. The courts are at Folly Field House, and if you
would like more information and details on how to join the
Club, please email Chloe on cewoodhead@btinternet.com or
telephone her on 01869 340358.

Vegetable Stall

Duns Tew Fête

Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

The annual Duns Tew Church Fête will take place in the Manor
House Gardens by kind permission of Gavin and Fiona McAlpine
on Sunday June 17th. The event will start at 1.30 pm, with all the
usual attractions and stalls. Everything should be wrapped up
by 4.00 pm. Please support our neighbouring Parish by attending
the Duns Tew Fête

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Our Own Fête
The North Aston Fête will be on Saturday 14th July. The next
Committee Meeting will be on Monday 4th June at 7:30pm in the
Old Bakery. If you’re able to attend, please do.
In the meantime, please start searching out items for donation
to the Tombola, Book Stall and White Elephant. Items can be left
at the Old Bakery from the beginning of July.

Too busy? Why not try
our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you door!

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Mikron Theatre Matinée

Tel: (01869) 347702

Looking further ehead, we will be welcoming another visit from
the Mikron Theatre Company on Sunday 12th August, when the
troupe will be offering a matinée performance of ‘Revolting
Women’, a story of the suffragette movement. Details next month.

visit the website at:

www.northastonorganics.co.uk
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees

The mink hounds went out a couple of weeks ago to have a
go at them along the river, but I don't know if they found any.
God knows where they have come from, as our poor little
river is suffering so much with invasive crayfish, cormorants,
otters and water extraction. This is the last thing it needs,
but hopefully Nature will find the right way forward.
Well I haven't heard the cuckoo yet. Has anyone else? Maybe
it’s going to be another poor year for them. We have a few
more swallows down here now, but again, nothing like there
have been in other years.
Our bats have started to get active in the evenings now. We
have two or three different species hereabouts. I wonder if
they are doing well because of the rise in fly and bug numbers?
We find we’re getting bitten more and more each spring, and
suffering from the nasty Blandford Fly, which really makes
me come up in big bumps.
My best spot this month was a Weasel. I haven't seen one in
ages, and this one was running along a wall in the village jumping up and down trying to get in small holes looking for
bird nests, I bet. Wendy’s best spot was a stoat running
across the lawn with something in its mouth (although I think
my weasel’s better than your stoat, dear!).

I don't think I’ve ever seen the Hawthorn blossom as good
and big and as perfumey as it has been this year! For the last
few weeks we have been treated to a wonderful display of
blossom in the hedgerows below our summer house. It looked
like every other bush and tree in the hedge had been covered
in snow. It was a really wonderful sight to see, and hopefully
this means a good year for fruit, as hawthorn in a good year
of fruit in October can look like a bush on fire, especially in
the last light of the evening.
Firstly then, the good news! On the Friday night of the first
Bank Holiday in May, Wendy, me and penny were sat down
in our summer house enjoying a bottle of wine and just staring
at the view, when Wendy spotted a fox coming up the hill
towards us. After a few yards it disappeared into the hedge,
and we knew from past experience that it was coming up the
hill to try and catch out the numerous bunnies that hang out
in the field just below us. So, what do you think happened
next? It was only George, our one-eared rabbit, coming
running out of the hedge and standing upright as proud as
punch, looking round as if to say, yeah wotever! George! We
couldn't believe it, as we’ve not seen him (her?) in months. I
can't believe she (he?) has made it through the winter. That’s
brilliant.
About ten minutes later the almost-albino Kite that lives here,
but spends most of its time down below James’ house, came
flying over, being mobbed by a Rook. It settled in the oak in
the middle of the field, and the Rook started to circle round
and round the tree, making loads of weird calls. Seconds
later, other Rooks came flying in from all directions, and started
to go round and round the oak as well. I’m not kidding, and I
know it sounds like it’s make believe, but it really happened.
Ask Wendy if you don't believe me! It was very strange, and
the Rooks were obviously talking to one another. Eventually
they gave up and all flew off, and the kite came out and flew
away.
The little owls are still in the same place and we are only
seeing one at a time now, so hopefully they have nested and
are sitting on eggs or have chicks. We are still watching
closely and will keep you posted.
So, to the bad news for this month , and it truly is bad news,
at least for me. My favourite part of our countryside is our
small river, and we have got Mink back again. I have seen a
dead one just below Deddington Hill , and there have been
two independent sightings between Somerton and Lower
Heyford. Wendy has got one in the kitchen gardens where
she works, and Milly the groom has seen it with two kits
(babies) following it around.

We’ve had a Greater Spotted Woodpecker as a regular visitor
to our feeders for the last fortnight, but I'm thinking it best we
should stop putting food out now for a few months.
The last word this month comes from Norman, who has his
Thrush back on his lawn. I wonder if it's the same one as last
year? Hopefully it will eat all his prize veg before the Flower &
Produce Show!
Bye for now,Steve, Wendy & Penny
Stop Press! We’ve just had a massive swarm of bees fly over
our corner (Saturday 26 May). They were all going mad over
the top of Jan and Eve’s garden, and finally, they settled in
the apple tree between their house and Josh and Ruth’s
garden, making a very scary and spectacular sight - a solid
lump of bees about the size of a football. Wendy and Bev
donned their bee suits to try to capture them, while the est of
us watched from a safe distance. Unfortunately, they were
just too awkward to get to, so the girls had no success.
After four hours, they all suddenly left the branch and flew
into our garden, while we watched from inside our porch. For
a moment I thought they were going to settle again, but then
they flew higher, and over to Bill and Jean’s house, where
they hung about for a few minutes before heading into Bill’s
attic through a small hole near the gutter. I reckon Bill and
Jean must have had a very noisy night!
One last bit - Aunty Viv has just been down to see our new
bantam run, and said she saw a good Grass Snake today in
the same place where she found the big skin last year, and
also her son has heard a Cuckoo at Blenheim. Lucky him!
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North Aston Fête
Saturday July 14th 2018

The Village urgently needs your help!
The Village Fête is only a few weeks away and we’re going to need your help! Not only do we need volunteers
to help on the day, but we also need generous donations of items for all the main stalls, including White Elephant,
Raffle, Tombola, the Book Stall and, nearer the day, Cakes & Produce. Please start collecting!
Adult Tombola - Bottles, cans, tins and other suitable goods - within date please!
Children’s Tombola - Small toys (new), soft drinks (named brands) & packets or bags of sweets.
White Elephant Stall - Items in excellent, as-new sellable condition, or of antique or collectable interest.
BookStall - Books in tidy, readable condition, as well as DVDs, CD’s & Computer Games - no videos please.
Raffle Prizes - Brand new or very special items, as well as gifts, promises or services!
Cakes & Produce - Home-baked cakes, scones & biscuits, home-grown flowers, vegetables & fruit.
Please deliver baked items etc on the day. Other items can be dropped off at The Old Bakery.
.

More details in next month’s News
If you can volunteer, please call 01869 347806
or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
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Over the past month our residents have enjoyed sunbathing
in our garden and enjoying the weather by holding BBQ's and
activities in the garden.
Some of the young people also went on holiday to Sandy
Balls in the New Forest, which they thoroughly enjoyed, and
others enjoyed a day out to Thorpe Park.
All at Park Farm

As mentioned in this month’s Nature Notes, do beware the
Blandford Fly. From May-June these beasties start biting,
and they can be dangerous. Unlike mosquitoes, the Blandford
simply slices out a chunk of flesh and then sucks up the
blood that oozes out, but the saliva is
toxic. If you are bitten, then follow the
guidelines on the Surgery website:
w w w. d e d d i n g t o n s u r g e r y. c o . u k /
blandford-fly-bites-advice-sheet-nowavailable/ Try not to scratch! A cold
compress icepack may help. Take oral antihistamine. If a
blister develops, don’t pop it! If a serious allergic reaction
sets in, and the effected limb swells up, visit the surgery in
Deddington. They understand the problem, and will help.

Park Farm House has had a lovely month. We celebrated the
Royal Wedding, where all our residents sat down and watched
it live on TV, then completed a Workshop to test their
knowledge. Staff made a wide spread of afternoon tea and
sandwiches for the house to enjoy.
Some of our young people also participated in the Colour
Run, and really seemed to enjoy their time raising money for
Cancer Research.
Park Farm also held a 'Curry Night’, raising money for one of
our young people to go on a trip to Africa to help the less
fortunate. It was a great success.

Deddy Car Fest is back as part of the Deddington Festival (7th – 10th June). The Car Fest takes place on Sunday 10th June,
between 11am and 4.30pm. Once again, rides in super and classic cars will be available throughout the day. There will be a full
static display of classic cars and motorbikes, a mouth-watering BBQ, barista coffees, and a motoring-themed raffle with prizes
from Kärcher, Renault F1 and Brabham Automotive. All being well, guests of honour will be racing drivers Peter Dumbreck and
David Brabham. All event details can be found at www.deddycarfest.co.uk, as well as how to book rides in the cars. All monies
raised will be divided between Deddington Festival Charities and Young Minds (children’s mental health charity).
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North Aston

2018 North Aston

Flower & Produce Show

Gardening Club

Section A: Vegetables & Fruit
Section rules: ALL exhibited vegetables and fruit must be home-grown
and where appropriate displayed on plain white paper plates*.
1. Oddest Shaped Vegetable
13. Four Tomatoes (non-Cherry)
2. Three Carrots
14. Mixed vegetables in a tray/trug
3. Three Potatoes
or basket (unlimited types of
veg, unlimited numbers: but size
4. Three Onions
limit of container 15 x 23 inches)
5. Longest Runner Bean **
6. Six Shallots
16. Three Eating Apples
7. Three Beetroot
17. Three Cooking Apples
8. Three Courgettes
18. Five Stoned Fruits
9. Three Cucumbers
(of the same type)
10. Four Runner Beans
19. Spud in a Tub D
11. Four French Beans
(No entry fee required)
12. Five Cherry Tomatoes
** For the Tuffrey Cup

So summer's here with all the variety of weather that we've
come to expect. The bursts of heat and rain have really boosted
growth in the gardens, weeds included! Nonetheless, with
foamy white hedgerows, swathes of scarlet poppies in the
fields and roses in bud promising yet so much more to come,
June is always the month when I believe, horticulturally
speaking, anything and everything is possible.
And so naturally we look forward to bumper harvests of fruit,
veg and flowers in time for this year's Flower & Produce Show,
which will be on Saturday the 25th August.
This is a the late summer fixture in the North Aston calendar
where we showcase North Aston's horticultural and creative
talent. As usual, in addition to the growing categories there
are cookery and craft classes. Anyone can enter the open
classes, but there are also special classes for children. We
would like to see more entries from youngsters, and there is
a Junior Cup for the most first prizes in junior categories.
For those who are new to the village, our F&P Show is different
from others because all the non-cookery classes are judged
by members of the North Aston public (and beyond).
The schedule of classes is alongside, so there's plenty of
time to get your entries together for the show.
Happy gardening!

Section B: Plants & Flowers
Section Rules: All plants, flowers and herbs must be home-grown.
Exhibitors to provide their own container. All exhibited pot plants must
have been in the exhibitor’s possession for at least 3 months
20. One Single Stem Rose
24. Flowering Plant in a pot
21. One Spray of Roses
25. Geranium in a pot
22. Six Sweet Peas
26. Flower arrangement in an
23. Five blooms from your own
unusual receptacle
garden
27. Three Dahlia Blooms

Section C: Cookery D
Section rules: All jams, marmalade, chutneys etc must have been made
by the exhibitor since September 2017. They must be displayed in
1lb (360 – 400g) jar with a screw top.
28. Jar of Jam D
29. Jar of Marmalade (any citrus fruit)
30. Jar of Chutney / Pickle / Relish D
31. Victoria Sponge Cake D (3 eggs, jam filling, caster sugar topping,
open to all)
32. Three Scones, Plain or Fruit
33. Sausage Roll (using home-made pastry) D
34. Men’s Only Cake - Chocolate D
35. Women’s Only Cake - Courgette Cake D
36. A loaf D (guide weight ~800g)
37. Non-alcoholic Ginger Beer (in a bottle) D

Lynn

Section D: Arts & Crafts and Photography
Section rules: Photographs must be unmounted and must not be larger
than 18cm x 13cm. All entries must have been made or taken since
September 2017 (except where specified otherwise), and with a maximum
of 2 entries per class per person.
38. An object made from re-used or recycled materials
39. A Picture in Pencil / Ink / Pastel / Paints: Plant Life
40. A Traditional Limerick starting:
“There once was a mole on my plot ...”
Photographic Classes:
41. Open: The Three. A series of three photographs on the subject of
Animal, Vegetable, Mineral. Must have been taken in the last two
years and not previously entered.
42. Open: Photograph on the subject ‘Industry’

Section E: Children’s Categories
Rules for Section E: All entries must be wholly the work of the children
themselves, and to have been created since September 2017.
43. Four Decorated Biscuits D
44. A creature made from vegetables.
45. A Garden on a Plate.
46. A Picture of your Pet (for under 8s only).
47. A Photograph on the theme of ‘Sport’.
*Paper plates will be supplied by the organisers.
**This year a Junior Cup will be awarded to the young exhibitor (up to 16
years) who wins to most 1st prizes across all classes (Children’s and
Open). Children may also enter all other sections.
Judging will be by ballot except those categories marked with a ‘D’,
which will be judged by an independent adjudicator.
Entry fees: 30p adult per exhibit, 20p per exhibit for children.
Entry Forms & full rules will be distributed in July/August.
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Away from planning, my responsibilities have ranged from
resolving neighbour disputes, anti-social behaviour, clearing
roadside hedges of litter, fly tipping (sadly on the rise), footpaths
and their upkeep, regular emptying of dog bins and many
other topics which crop up during the course of the year. I am
more than happy to deal with these, if within my power.
I am also pleased to report that CDC’s share of the Council
Tax remains unchanged for a 9th consecutive year. Considering
this has been achieved whilst we’ve been in a state of austerity
and others around us have increased their share of the Council
Tax, I’m extremely proud that CDC has not cut back on any
of our frontline services despite the doom and gloom
elsewhere. This has been achieved through ‘joint working’
with South Northants District Council and careful budgetary
planning, another advantage of living within Cherwell and
having such an efficient council.
We have had our challenges, such as the ongoing battle to
maintain a fully-functioning maternity unit at the Horton General
Hospital. After a lengthy campaign and some disappointments
along the way I believe that now, thanks to the Independent
Reconfiguration Panel, we are winning the battle.
The other major decision that Cherwell District Council faced
towards the latter part of 2017 was the future of Castle Quay,
and that of the proposed Castle Quay 2 development. This
came about as the majority owner wanted to exit and sell
their equity. CDC stepped in, not wanting to see the centre of
Banbury controlled either by a third party or a disinterested
investor with no reason to invest in the town. By acquiring
both Castle Quay and Castle Quay 2, CDC can now shape
the future of the centre of Banbury to create a worthwhile
destination for the people of Cherwell and the many thousands
of tourists that visit.
Finally, I would like to thank all the Parish Clerks and Members
of Parish Councils who have been a great support to me over
the past year, and also to the residents of North Aston, Clifton,
Deddington, Hempton and the Barfords for continuing to place
their trust in me to represent and to help them. I am extremely
grateful and proud to represent you and despite the odd ear
bashing now and again, I really do enjoy it. Thank you.

This is Councillor Bryn Williams’ “District Councillor Report”
for the past 12 months.
Firstly, I’d like to thank the Parish Council for their support
over the past 12 months and also for the support of our wider
community. I have lived in Deddington for over 22 years and
through initially being a parish councillor and now your district
councillor it has enabled me to meet many people from different
walks of life that otherwise I may not have. I’m extremely
happy and proud to represent the Deddington Ward, which
was extended two years ago due to boundary changes. This
has meant that we now have three Cherwell District Councillors
and, between Hugo Brown, Mike Kerford-Byrnes and myself,
we represent the 13 parishes within the Deddington Ward.
We’ve divided the ward into thirds, with Hugo taking care of
the western side, Mike the eastern side and me the central
area, including Deddington, the Barfords and North Aston.
At Cherwell District Council, I sit on the Personnel Committee,
Standards Committee, Appeals Panel, am a reserve on the
Planning Committee and the Vice Chair of the Licensing
Committee. However, during the past year I relinquished my
position on the Overview & Scrutiny Committee, which has
allowed me additional time to attend more parish council
meetings and deal with issues raised within our ward. In
addition to attending parish council meetings, my phone and
email are always effective ways for parishioners to contact
me, and I’m glad to report that many do that and I’m delighted
to be able to help in any way.
More often than not, parishioners’ concerns tend to be planning
related, be it their own planning application or an application
that affects them in some way. Planning is an emotive subject
at the best of times and I find that the best way forward is not
via email but to engage the planning officers in face to face
meetings on site. This allows the applicant or in some cases
the objectors to share their concerns and hopefully resolve
their issues. Only in extreme cases are planning applications
called-in to committee as we at Cherwell are fortunate to have
a dedicated, professional and extremely competent planning
department who are sympathetic to communities and the
environment and thus only a very small proportion of
applications are brought before the committee.
Planning Officers are also willing to attend Parish Council
meetings and to answer residents’ questions. I know that,
when this happens, residents are left knowing more about
how the planning system works and why officers make the
decisions they do. As I say, it’s an emotive issue and difficult
to please all of the people, all of the time. If you’d like me to
arrange such a visit to North Aston, please feel free to ask.
We have had our fair share of planning related issues within
the ward which I’m pleased to say have been resolved,
sometimes following months of negotiation, site visits and
revisions, but mutual agreement and approval has prevailed.
We are very fortunate in having exemplary planning officers
who care deeply about our communities, our environment and
conservation.

Bryn Williams
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk

South Central Ambulance Service
Have you had cause to use the services of the South Central
Ambulance Service in the last year? If so, would you be
prepared to take part in an anonymous on-line Patient Care
Survey?
South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust would
appreciate your feedback. It’s your chance help shape the
Trust’s plans for the year ahead.
It is important that SCAS, as a NHS Foundation Trust, takes
account of feedback and views from members in local
communities who have used/use our emergency and nonemergency services.
Information is submitted anonymously via the on-line survey
site at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/875TF3G . The deadline
for submitting the survey: Sunday 24 June 2018 at 23:59.
A summary of the results will be included in the next members’
newsletter and will also be published on the Trust's website.
You can call Monica Moro on 01869 365126 if you prefer a
hardcopy of the survey, or email getinvolved@scas.nhs.uk.
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Gardening
Anyone who knows me at all well knows that I’m not a
gardener. I mean, I can mow a lawn. And I am learning to
get rid of brambles - on a painfully regular basis. I’ve even
planted a couple of trees since I moved here. But no-one’s
accusing me of being a gardener. Especially as I come to
some of your gardens and see what you get up to.
I blame my grandmother. When I was a kid, we had a mess
of rose bushes in our front garden, always choked up with
weeds, and when my grandmother was feeling frustrated
or cross with me, my punishment was to be sent out there
to get rid of the weeds. It scarred me for life…
The Bible, of course, says that you are right and I am wrong.
Gardens are always terrific places in the Bible. The first
garden, Eden, is a place of pure joy, of walking unafraid
with each other and with God in a place of beauty and
safety. After the crucifixion, the risen Jesus is first seen
again not in a tomb but in the garden nearby. A place of
life and wonder, not death. Jesus even says of God, in
John’s Gospel, “My Father is the gardener”.
Following the Royal Wedding in May, I was sitting in my
garden and enjoying the peace and the sunshine and
thinking about Bishop Michael Curry’s words at that
service. There is a power in love, a redemptive power.
Maybe it was the sun, maybe it was the day, but don’t
you think he was right? We all need to find ways and times
and places to bring more of that redemptive power of
love into reality in these days?
So I’m always grateful when people take the time to show me their love for creation, for life, for one another. I’m
missing the Open Gardens in Steeple this year, as I have been invited away to a dear friend’s book launch. But I
must thank those who have already given me sneak previews of their gardens this year … my ambition to copy the
wonders I’ve seen is small. My gratitude for kindnesses shown is contrastingly large.
Mentioning that book launch, I should say - I have a book of my own coming up. Publishing theology makes no-one
rich, though I do hope my book ‘The Possibility of Difference’ may make a few folk happy when it comes out
courtesy of Kevin Mayhew publishers in September. I’ll say more then!
In our ongoing church life this month, we have a Family Service on June 10th, and everyone is invited as always.
Why not take the opportunity to come and join us? And do pray for our PCC meeting on June 19th - with part one
of the St Mary’s For Everyone Project slated to be complete by the end of June, we are keen to get to part two the renovation of the lychgate and the renewal of the path, removing all steps from car park to church door.
However, the various permissions we need and the last bit of fundraising look like this second part will most likely
now happen next year. We are working hard to push that on! And one date fixed in all our diaries is the Fête on July
14th. I know we all look forward to this: it is a wonderful opportunity for our whole village family to join together,
and perhaps to share more of that redemptive power of love.
I guess there is a trick in having an eye to see beauty in the gifts around us. Let’s take every chance we can this
summer to have such an eye and to see such beauty - and to be grateful to God for it all.
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor,
Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN JUNE & JULY
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday June 3rd 2018 - Second Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Mervyn Puleston

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Charles Chadwick

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Geoff Hunter

(Parish Development Advisor, Archdeaconry of Dorchester)

Sunday June 10th 2018 - Third Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service & Baptism
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday June 17th 2018 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Richard Bailey

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Richard Bailey

5:30 pm
Informal Service
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday June 24th 2018 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Morning Prayer
with Children’s Church
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday July 1st 2018 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

Morning Prayer is on Thursday June 14th in Church at 10 am.
Bible Study is on Mondays at 2 pm in the Rectory.
More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons
of North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of
North Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to
an extensive emailing list every month. To be added to that list, please contact the News.
We welcome contributions, which need to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds
and Announcements). To submit an item, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
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5:30pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

