January 2018
327

1

The Chairman’s Mark
Carols on the Green ...
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Lisa Honess, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 337533
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
Annie Savage, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347767
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarmhm@hillcrestcare.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 111 or 08453 458 995

Thank you everyone who helped make Carols On The Green such
a great success. There was a fine rendition of 'We Three Kings'
with Duns Tew, Steeple and North Aston each representing a King.
£120.00 was raised for our Christmas charities: Homestart, Restore
and the Banbury Young Homelessness Project.

Carols through the Village ..
The carol singing around the village, which at one point on the
Monday evening seem to comprise of about half the residents,
collected a further £450.00. Many of you are incredibly generous
and I am always reminded of the parable of the widow's mite.
Thanks also to all those who helped keep the vocal cords well oiled.

Village Meeting ...
And so to the New Year and our Village Meeting & AGM on
Thursday 11th January. You will be glad to hear that Annie Savage
and Lisa Honess have put themselves forward for election for
Secretary and Treasurer respectively. I will stand for Chairman
again, but if anyone else would like to have a go, they are more
than welcome. Please do try and attend to vote and show your
support for your committee members. Apart from the usual AGM
stuff we will be looking at events for the year ahead.

Mark

Telephone: 01869 347 806 ~ email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Village Meeting & AGM
January 11th 2018

The Old Bakery from 7:30 pm
The first Village Meeting of 2018 takes place on Thursday 11th January.
Under the current structure of the Village Meeting, this is the only
formal gathering of the year, and will be the sole opportunity for residents
to voice their thoughts and opinions on ‘official’ village matters. Subjects
on the Agenda include:
O Election of Officers
O Treasurer’s Report and Setting the annual Precept
O Feedback on Christmas (Wassail, Carols on the Green, Gifts etc).
O Major events planned for 2017, including confirming dates for the
Fête, the possible return of Mikron, and the Flower & Produce Show
O Setting a date for the next Forum Meeting
If you have any additional topics you’d like to raise, please do so
under Any Other Business. Please advise Mark if you think appropriate.

December 2017

The winners of the December draw were:
1st Prize (£10): K. Hite (#3)
2nd Prize (£5): M. Potts (#69)
Contact Norman (340368) for further details of the 100 Club. Remember ...

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Announcements
A Warm Winter Welcome to ...
Tuesday January 9th, 7.30 pm

Giles and Adinda Ecott, together with daughters Scarlet, Carmel
and Laurel, who have moved into Quince Cottage on Dane Hill.
Within the village, Les and Pat Parry have arrived in Juniper
House (with Hector), while Jane Matthew is settled into Justice’s
Cottage. Meanwhile Hal and Kate, with young Iris and Bertie,
have moved into 19 The Green after the departure, just before
Christmas, of David and Chris Hazle, who had lived in North
Aston for around 37 years and 42 years respectively. We wish
them all well in their new homes.

The Ethics of Organ Donation
With a view to the potential changes regarding
automatic consent to donate
November saw the first meeting of a new Discussion Group
which it is hoped will appeal to many in the village – it would
be really good to see a whole range of people there.
The aim is for a bi-monthly get together to chew over subjects
of interest with a glass of wine in hand, and is intended to
provide a relaxed gathering, maybe with a speaker but not
necessarily at every meeting.
Whilst the initial meeting was held in the church, it was felt
that it was not an ideal venue and depending on numbers,
we’re happy to host the January meeting at Middle Cottage
or at the Bakery if there are lots of people.

Deddington Farmers’ Market
The Deddington Farmers’ Market takes place every 4th Saturday
of the month, and in January will be on the 27th.

There They Went

A-Wassailing

Organ Donation is a controversial subject and Helen
Cannons who has just completed her Masters on the
subject has agreed to lead the discussion.

The North Aston Carol Singers wassailed houseto-house over the three days of 16th, 17th
& 18th December. A huge thankyou to
everyone who donated so generously and
offered sustenance along the way.
A record total of £450 was collected and
has been split between three local charities;
Homestart (helping young families in Banbury), Restore (the
Oxfordshire-based mental health charity) and the BYHP, the
Banbury Young Homelessness Project . Anyone who would
like to add to this can contact Mark Stay on 347806.

The government has launched a consultation into a
proposed opt-out organ and tissue donation system
for England, but how many of us feel sufficiently
knowledgeable to contribute to something which could
have a very direct impact on our lives?
Why not come along and chat over the topic – it would be
useful to know numbers so I can confirm the venue. Please
let me know by 5pm on Monday January 8th. Really hope
you can make it.
Tony Buxton, email: antony.buxton@conted.ox.ac.uk
01869 347767

There will be a meeeting in
the Old Bakery on Wednesday
22nd February to discuss the
proposal to create a
Community Orchard
in North Aston.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

January Birthdays

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
All welcome!
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Kyle Hite (19th)
Lisa Honess (31st)

Too busy? Why not try
our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you door!

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702
visit the website at:

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or know
someone who should be, please let us know.

www.northastonorganics.co.uk
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chicken run have now been joined by a flock of Goldfinches.
I heard them all chattering when Penny and I get back from
one of our walks, but I couldn't see for certain, as they were
silhouetted in the hedge with sky behind them. On hearing
them again I got my binoculars out, and there they were;
maybe 25 or 30 lovely Goldfinches, sharing branches with
the Sparrows and making a right old commotion! How very
pretty they looked and very at home in our corner.

North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees
Hello and a Happy New Year to all our regular readers and
contributors of our Nature Notes article. Get ourselves ready,
because apparently we are in for a couple of properly rough
winter months weather-wise.
We have another interesting guest in and around our village
at the moment; a Ring-Necked Parakeet. It’s very pretty, very
green, and definitely unmistakable.
I think they have now been classed as a British bird rather
than a migrant, as they live permanently in the parks of London,
where Wendy and I have sat and watched them before. Now
they are starting to spread further afield.
So, our one has been a regular visitor to Tom and Viv’s bird
feeders and a couple of others as well. I have yet to see it but
am looking forward to. According to Wendy, they escaped
from a Rothschild estate years ago, a couple of pairs bred,
and then they spread up the Thames corridor to London, where
they prospered. She used to breed them herself, years ago,
so I submit to greater knowledge.
Talking to James recently, he said he’d seen a flock of small
chattering birds in a hedge, and thought they might be Twites.
I had never even heard of them before but on doing a bit of
reading , my gut feeling is that they were more likely to have
been Linnets. That had been my first thought when he told
me about it. Twites seem to be a much further north bird but,
you know what, we have had much stranger visitors to our
fields these last few years so if they were Twites well done
James - one more to you!
Our colony of House Sparrows that roost in the ivy behind our
greenhouse and spend their days in and around Wendy's

I have had two more people say to me they have heard a
strange bird at dusk chirping, so it seems we really have got
at least one Nightjar in the neighbourhood. I think James and
I are the only two in the village who haven't heard it! Blimey,
perhaps it's time for someone else to do the Nature Notes bit
- I'm losing my touch!
Our walnut tree that we planted a few years ago is now getting
on for ten feet tall and is in bud. The snow drops are up already
in the woods, as are the crocus at Rousham. Is this early?
I’m not sure. Let's hope it doesn’t come to a cold snap, like
people are predicting. Happy spotting!
Steve, Wendy & Penny
shopping. We checked everyone’s lists, filled the stockings
and wrapped mountains of presents to go under the tree, so
were definitely ready for Christmas!
As we are sure the rest of you did, we made the most of the
wintery weather. As well as morning of activities in the snow,
we also went for a walk around North Aston, where we had
snowball fights, took many pictures and built a snow reindeer
on the Green. He must have gone back to the North Pole by
now, because we cannot seem to find him anywhere!
Even with Christmas around the corner, we never stopped the
hard work around Park Farm. We continued our weekly
educational workshops; last month we were learning all about
healthy relationships. Staff, residents and our local PCSO
were all working and learning together, and everyone involved
came out of it better informed and confident.
Even though school has broken up, we are not forgetting the
important work we have on the horizon. In January, many of
us will be looking forward towards next year, looking at colleges
and preparing for our future in education.
We have lots of trips and activities planned for the next few
weeks. Some of us joined the North Aston Choir for Christmas
Carols, as well as Carols on the Green, and we intend to go
ice skating and even tobogganing in Milton Keynes!
From all of us at Park Farm;

At Park Farm, we were quickly into the festive spirit last month,
with plenty of Christmas activities and events! Christmas time
is busy for everyone, so you can imagine how busy it is in a
house as big as ours!
We worked together as a group to get all of our decorations
up and make sure that the house would be as warm and
festive as possible, and then we got straight into Christmas

Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!
4

From Thames Valley Police

resilience and reduce the impact of rural crime on your local
community. There are often fewer witnesses to rural crimes
and greater opportunities for criminals to target isolated
properties and businesses. The effect of these crimes can
also be greater, with people feeling more vulnerable due to
their remote location.
You can reduce the risk of becoming a victim of rural crime
by taking a few simple steps including:
• Keep the boundaries of your garden and property wellmaintained and secure.
• Fit strong locks to sheds, garages and outbuildings.
• Check security equipment to ensure it’s working.
• Lock equipment away in a secure building when it’s
not in use and security-mark portable items.
On Wednesday 29th November the Cyclogical Shop in
Deddington was raided, making this the third significant breakin for the town in a matter of days. Cash was taken and the
shop was ransacked. If you saw anything suspicious that
evening, please call TVP on 101.

A brief round-up of this month’s updates:
Thefts from Motor Vehicles
There has been an increase recently in thefts from vehicles in
rural villages. In the early hours of the 27th November two
youths were arrested on suspicion of such a theft in Fringford
and are now under investigation. Please remain vigilant, lock
your vehicles, and leave nothing on display. A small amount
of loose coins can be enough to tempt a thief.
Also, tradesmen are advised not to leave tools or valuables in
vehicles overnight, and to park in well lit areas where possible.

Rural Crimes
Crimes in the countryside are on the increase, as thieves
decide that villages offer easier pickings than town centres.
In our area, incidents have risen by 5% in the last year.
If you become a victim of rural crime or suspect that a crime
has taken place, you should report it to police by calling the
non-emergency number, 101. If an incident is in progress, or
there is an immediate threat to life, you should call 999.
Important details to note when reporting an incident include
the date, time and details of what you have seen, along with
a description of any people or vehicles involved. TVP has
created an aide memoire that can be printed out and kept at
home or in your vehicles for easy access in the event of an
incident, and you can download it from the website here:
w w w. t h a m e s v a l l e y. p o l i c e . u k / d o c u m e n t s / 1 3 2 7 /
4608_Rural_Crime_Aide_Memoir_3up_v3.pdf
By reporting incidents to the police you can help to build

Knockers!
I’ve been asked to keep on about this, and urge all residents
to be wary of anyone knocking randomly at your door, offering
to sell household goods or services. Do not hesitate to report
them, calling TVP on 101 and making a note of any associated
vehicles. These are not hard-done-by reformed criminals
hoping for a better way of life, they’re con-artists looking for
vulnerable people and poorly secured homes. Don’t help them.
If you’ve been affected by any kind of fraud, report it to Action
Fraud at www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 123 2040.

With thanks to Jane McArdle for this wonderfully atmospheric view of the Valley, taken during last month’s snows.
5

When we are older ...
One of my most frequent prayers is - “Lord, make
me a nice person today.” And sometimes he does.
I expect he may try to do so more often, but I
don’t always give him much chance of success.
In one of my previous parishes, I popped into the
shop one day. In front of me was a gaggle of elderly
busybodies, gossiping about life and being pretty
miserable about one or two folk I knew. I said
nothing as I waited to buy a Mars Bar. When they’d
gone, Clare, who ran the shop, looked at me and
said: “When I’m old, will I be like that, Marcus?” I
thought for a moment and replied: “I think that
when we are old, we are exactly like what we were
when we were young - but more so.” Clare paused.
“Oh dear,” she said.
Some of us try New Year Resolutions to sort ourselves out. My problem is - I forget them. And then what? (I can
spend ten pounds far faster than I can lose ten pounds, but my scales tell me it’s the latter I need to focus on…)
So, fresh from the Christmas rush, I come back to Jesus. I don’t need more lights and presents and gifts and food
- but I do need Jesus. Resolutions don’t do it for me. But Jesus does - because even when I ignore him, after
praying “make me a nice person”, he doesn’t give up trying. He doesn’t give up on me. He doesn’t give up on us.
Christmas isn’t just for Christmas, it seems. Jesus isn’t just “born today” once a year. He comes to us whenever we
stop, pray, say sorry for our mistakes, ask for his help, and throw out the odd thank you too.
And the New Year follows Christmas because with the promise of God coming to live amongst us comes the possibility
of life being constantly new. Renewed. Changed. And it’s not a one-off resolution that fails the moment we forget
- because it’s not about us summoning up the spiritual stamina to be nice. It’s about Jesus coming to live in us and
making all the difference in the world.
“How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given.” And given again. And given to whoever asks, however often
we ask. If we ask for his love, his presence, Him, now in our hearts - he will come.
So as I look forward from the remains of 2017, I don’t know what the future holds, but I know who holds the future;
and I wish everyone a happy, joyful and Jesus-filled 2018.
Finally - some housekeeping: I must say thank you to everyone who gives to the church. We don’t have pots of
money, and we do rely on your generosity. I’m talking about the general funds - how we pay our regular bills. In
North Aston, we’re very fortunate to have generous church members and also to have a number of folk in the
village who make donations and help with things like the summer fête. Thank you all. Soon, if you give regularly
you’ll receive a letter about a new giving system the Diocese has called the Parish Giving Scheme; please do look at
it and consider giving this way - it’s very helpful to us.
And the building project: soon we will see work start on the windows. We’ve actually raised over £76,000 now,
which is amazing. Our target for stage two - the lych gate and the path - is coming into view! Thank you for every
donation and offer of help. This is very exciting!
The village discussion group meets again this month: Tony Buxton will be leading us off with thoughts from a William
Morris article on how we live. Tuesday Jan 9th at 7.30pm in the Old Bakery (a bit warmer than church for the time
of year!).
“Be near me Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray.”

Revd Marcus Green

Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Beryl Greenwood, Vicky Taylor,
Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN JANUARY
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday January 7th 2018 - First Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday January 14th 2018 - Second Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am
Family Epiphany Crib Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday January 21st 2018 - Third Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday January 28th 2018 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
With Children’s Church
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday February 4th 2018 - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

11:00 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

Bible Study happens most Mondays at the Rectory at 2pm.
Morning Prayer will be on Thursday January 11th.
Families are welcome to all Sunday services within the parish.
Visit the Benefice Website for further information www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of
North Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of North
Aston. A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to an
extensive emailing list every month. To be added to that list, please contact the News. We
welcome contributions, which need to be in an electronic format (except Classifieds and
Announcements). To submit an item, please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
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5:30 pm
Ecumenical Communion
Canon Robin Gibbons

