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The Chairman’s Mark
Flower & Produce Show
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Beverley Rees, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347434
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
James Taylor, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347888
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarmhm@hillcrestcare.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 08453 458 995

Well done to members of the Gardening Club for organising another
excellent Flower & Produce Show. It is very impressive to see just
how many categories are offered and entered each year and it is a
great social occasion too. If Deirdre could market whatever she is
adding to her 'Spud-in-a-Tub' every year she could make a fortune!

The Heart of the Matter
A few more people have expressed an interest in the Village
purchasing a community defibrillator. If you think this is important,
then please let me know and we can do something about it.

Harvest Lunch
The Harvest Festival is only a month away, and this year we will
be doing door to door advanced ticket sales to try and tempt a few
more of you to join us for lunch on Sunday 1st October in the
Orchard Barn. Aim to be there 12:30 for one o’clock and a Welcome
Drink. The Main Course is provided, but bring all your own drinks,
cutlery, crockery and glasses, as well as a Pudding to Share. Tickets
(£5) will be sold in advance and reservation is essential - see advert
on page 5. Everyone is welcome, and please bring a neighbour!

New Officers
Beverly and James will be stepping down as Village Treasurer and
Secretary at the Village Meeting AGM in January. Amazingly I
have already had an offer for Secretary. so that just leaves Treasurer
to cover. Do you have some basic book-keeping experience and
can spare a couple of hours each month? If so. please get in touch.

Speed Watch
We are still looking for some fresh volunteers. If you can spare an
hour or two each month, please get in touch with either Liz or
Robert on 349782 or email lizzyhite@aol.com.
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Telephone: 01869 347 806 ~ email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Stop Press! North Aston Gardening Club
Thank you to all those who took part in this year’s very successful Flower &
Produce Show. We had a total of 37 entrants with 327 entries in total. The
turnout of voters was unprecedented. It seemed that a good time was had
by all, aided by the excellent display of veg, flowers, photos, artwork and
craft items, as well as teas (served in best china by Bev and Tony Rees).
Well done to all who exhibited, and congratulations to the major prize winners:
Tuffrey Cup (Heaviest Marrow): Bill Graham (by one ounce) with a
monster weighing 11lb 8oz
Spud-in-a-Tub: Deirdre Oakley with a whopping 10lbs of spuds
Children's Cup: Evelyn Fuoco
Most Firsts in Growing Classes: Jill Rawnsley and Jean Graham (joint)
Most Firsts in all Classes: Jean Graham
A considerable amount of effort goes into making this one of my favourite
(I'm biased, I know) village events. A team of dedicated volunteers helps
with paperwork, setting up the marquees and tables, and then on the day:
ushering, running and collecting voting sheets, baking goodies for
refreshments, running the tea table, and then clearing up afterwards. I am
grateful to you all. The F&P Show is a great way to mark the end of
summer, and I hope we have done Chris Tuffrey proud by our ongoing
commitment to keeping the show a fixture on our village calendar. I hope
you all have a very mellow autumn and bountiful harvests.
Lynn.
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This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Broadband Feedback
With regard to the fabulous new broadband speed we're not
experiencing, my understanding is that, in order to benefit
from the fabulous new speeds, we have to upgrade. I was
actually reasonably happy with ~3Mb/s we'd had for the past
18 months. It's not great, but we get by, so I had no intention
of switching. Now, whilst I wasn't expecting substantial
improvement, I was hoping for a small uplift as others moved
onto the new circuit, leaving a little spare capacity on the old.
I'm appalled to find that my speed over the last month is
actually degrading ... and my most recent test clocked less
than 2.5MB/s! I am at a loss to explain this. Have any other
readers have experienced similar issues?
Garethe Hughes

Thea Busby
Florence Busby
Thomas Cunningham
Don Davidson
Camilla (née Durnin)
Karen Hack (née Brown)
Sam Hatzigeorgiou
Clara Nicholson

(I’m really not sure that there is “another circuit”. Ed.)

There will be a meeeting in
the Old Bakery on Wednesday
22nd February to discuss the
proposal to create a
Community Orchard
in North Aston.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

and congratulations to

Peter & Jane Durnin

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
All welcome!
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

on their Wedding Anniversary!
Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents
who celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed,
or know someone who should be, please let us know.

Too busy? Why not try
our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you door!

Announcements

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Ride & Stride with Vicky!

Tel: (01869) 347702

Vicky and the whole Taylor family will be heading off on this
month’s Ride & Stride, cycling a route around six local churches
to raise money for projects at St Mary’s, North Aston. “No guesses
who will be puffing along at the back!” suggests Vicky! You can
help them raise more money by donating directly to Vicky’s
fundraising page on the Just Giving website. Go to
www.justgiving.com and key “Victoria Taylor” into the Search
box, and you’ll see her “Ride & Stride” page listed. Just Giving
then sends your donation straight to the Oxfordshire Historic
Churches Trust. If you include your postcode, Gift Aid will also
be added automatically (if you are a UK taxpayer), so your
donation is worth even more.
If you fancy joining in the fun, check out the details in the halfpage advert on page 5 of the News. There are over 20 churches
within easy pedalling distance of North Aston, and some residents
have been known to cover more than 60 miles in the day in their
enthusiasm to visit them all! If you don’t fancy cycling, you can
walk to a few, or even try horseback.

visit the website at:

www.northastonorganics.co.uk

August 2017
The winners of the August draw were:
1st Prize (£10): A. Stay (#134)
2nd Prize (£5): L. Brown (#50)
It’s now too late to join in the fun. Like the number first out of the
hat this month - from someone who forgot to renew - you’ve
missed your chance to win. Just watch with envy as the likes of
Archie and Linda stack the cash, and dream of winning next
year! If you’d like to reserve your number, please contact Norman
(340368) for further information. Remember ....

Deddington Farmers’ Market
The traditional Farmers’ Market in Deddington takes place in
the market square every 4th Saturday of the month, and in
September will be staged on the 22nd. North Aston Organics will
have their regular stall, so please do support them.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees
We have spent most Saturdays through the summer collecting
wood; chain-sawing and stacking logs to be ready for winter,
as we are totally reliant on solid fuel down here.
James and Robert have also been very busy stacking and
storing bedding and feed bales ready for when the cows are
moved reluctantly off the fields and into the sheds, hopefully
not for a long while yet.
It's the Sunday after the Flower & Produce Show, and we’re
sat down the bottom of our garden. In the distance there are
combine harvesters working away, cutting beans and corn,
desperately trying to get it done before it rains again. The
early mornings this past week have been heavy with dew and
all misty in the valleys. The seasons are rolling on now and
the nights are noticeably drawing in.
The Show was great fun and a great success. Well done to
all who worked so hard to make it so, trying to beat Bill and
Norman, Jean and Bev in just one category is is a challenge
that Wendy and I relish ... and talking of relish, I can't believe
mine didn't win! That blooming judge must have been bribed!
Oh well, next year maybe.

Last month at Park Farm we were out and about doing lots of
activities and days out since breaking up from school. We
have been in the garden looking after the vegetables we have
been growing, and our best yet is our courgette! We have
also picked the tomatoes, potatoes, runner beans and onions
and we have been using these to make lovely meals. We
have also been tidying the garden and planting new flowers to
make sure it looks pretty for ParkChella.
Since finishing school we have been trying new activities.
One of these was orienteering, which was eventful! We we’re
hopeless at finding the next sign on our trail, which was when
we realised we had been following it wrong all along! It was an
experience we will never forget! Other fun activities we have
been to include going to the cinema, going on the bus tour of
Oxford, going shopping and we were also lucky enough to go
on a camping holiday to Llangorse Lake!
Whilst we were on our holiday we got up to lots of lovely
things like indoor rock climbing and caving, and getting stuck
in the small caves! We also had the opportunity to climb up
Pen y Fan, which was such an incredible experience. It was
harder than we expected it to be, but we worked together and
managed to climb to the highest point, which was 886m. The
views from there were incredible! We all felt such a sense of
achievement when we finally made it to the top!
After walking back down and enjoying the views we headed
to the four waterfalls walk which was also breath-taking! On
our holiday we also enjoyed camping at the lake and playing
board games, having a birthday party for a staff member and
roasting marshmallows on the fire. It was nice to have some
tranquillity and spend some time together as a group.
In August we were also busy brainstorming and preparing for
ParkChella on the 26th, and we came up with plenty of ideas
of how to make the event fun for everyone! We were raising
money for the charities
‘Girls for Days’ and
‘Toilet Twinning’, so
there were fun games
for everyone to play and
activities to do with the
option of donating a
small amount towards
these
charitable
causes.
A massive thank-you to
all those people from
the village who
attended
our
ParkChella event.
Everyone at Park Farm
really hopes you
enjoyed yourselves!

Last week Wendy’s sister sent us a photo of an ugly caterpillar
she had found, and Wendy looked it up. It turned out to be an
Elephant Hawk Moth caterpillar, which is a lovely big brightlycoloured moth shaped like a delta wing plane, with pink stripes.
Then, yesterday, we found a Willow Herb Hawk Moth; again
very beautiful, with its camouflage colours. I'm really getting
into this moth business, as they’re amazing creatures.
Our family of House and Tree Sparrows that live in and around
our hen run seems to be getting bigger by the day. They are
a noisy lot and not shy or scared of us at all, but they do
seem to squabble and argue a lot, which is quite funny to
watch.
George, the one-eared rabbit, is still in the field below our
summerhouse and has grown considerably these last few
weeks. Last night he was energetically chasing does around,
so at least now we know what sex he is!
Well, that's just about it then. I did catch sight of a stoat the
other day, and there seem to be more dragonflies around
than usual. We are off to Wales next month for hols, so will
look out for moths and anything else to bore you with next
time. Bye for now!
Steve, Wendy & Penny
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Lunchtime, Sunday 1st October
Orchard Barn @ Nicholsons, The Park, North Aston
12:30 for 1:00 pm
Usual format:
Welcome Drink and Main Course provided ~ bring a Pudding to Share
Please also bring all your own drinks, cutlery, crockery and glasses.

All Welcome! Bring a neighbour!
‘Tickets’ on the Door but Reservations Essential before September 24th
Please book by leaving a message on 01869 347702 or contact
Annie Savage, Middle Cottage, St Mary’s Walk

Price: £5 on the Door - Children under 12 Free
Please let us know if you have any special dietary requirements.
Any surplus money will donated to Church funds
Volunteers needed to help with cooking. Please let us know when you book.

Saturday 9th September 2017
Help to preserve the history on your doorstep
by taking part in a sponsored walk, cycle or horse
ride around Oxfordshire’s churches.
All funds raised go to the Oxfordshire Historic
Churches Trust, and 50% can be passed on
directly to a church of your choice, including our
own parish church of St Mary’s.
More information is available from:
Deirdre Oakley (340646) or
Clive Busby (338434).
Please give them a call, or drop by
to collect a Sponsorship Form.
Details: www.ohct.org.uk/ride-stride
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From Thames Valley Police
A brief round-up of this month’s updates:
On yer bike!
TVP report a significant increase in the theft of pedal cycles
and suggest that we all ensure that bikes are locked, secured
and security marked. Even if your bike is stored in your garden
or garage, please ensure it is locked up. TVP offer free bike
marking - please contact them by emailing the team on
BicestertownNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Oxfordshire’s latest neighbourhood plan - for the Mid-Cherwell
area – has been launched after three years of preparation.
Unique in the UK because of its scale, the Mid-Cherwell area
comprises eleven rural parishes in the Cherwell District of
North Oxfordshire. At the heart of the neighbourhood area is
the former RAF Upper Heyford airbase, now a strategic
development site called Heyford Park, whose developer is
also involved in the plan. It was this development that was the
stimulus for many surrounding villages to get together to create
a statutory plan covering
the wider area for the next
15 years.

On our doorstep - One
On the 14th July a number of vehicles were broken into locally,
including cars in Duns Tew, Ambrosden, North Aston and
Ardley. We have few details but if you know of anything
happening on the day before the fête, contact TVP. They
advise that we should remove all valuables from vehicles,
ensure they are locked, and that keys are hidden from view.

On our doorstep - Two
At around 13:00 on 26th August - the day of the F&PS - an
address in Duns Tew was burgled and a black Mini Countryman
(OW17 ***) was stolen. If you saw anything suspicious, or
have seen the car, call 101 and quote URN 692 26/08/17.
Please remain vigilant, report suspicious behaviour, ensure
that your property is locked and secured, and if you require
crime prevention advice please contact TVP at
BicestertownNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
If you’ve been affected by any kind of fraud, report it to Action
Fraud at www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 123 2040.
The hard work
of the Forum,
the body leading the plan
and representing all the participating communities, has now
resulted in a list of policies concerning traffic, housing
development, and community infrastructure - including the
proposed designation of 29 “Local Green Spaces”.
The documents can be viewed online at Mid-Cherwell’s
website www.mid-cherwell.org.uk and hard copies of the
Report Summary are available from The Old Bakery and in
The Yurt at Nicholsons. In addition, Chloe Woodhead has
copies of the full report, which you can request to view by
calling her (340358) or emailing cewoodhead@btinternet.com.
This is the Draft Report, and there is still time to make
changes. Responses, comments and observations are invited
from all residents and ‘interested parties’ but these must be
submitted before Tuesday, September 19th 2017.
Following a review of all the responses, a final version of the
plan will be submitted to Cherwell District Council before the
end of the year. The plan will then be subject to independent
examination and a referendum, possibly in the Spring of 2018,
before becoming part of the statutory development plan for
our area.

RESULTS
The breakdown of takings at the Fête is shown below
and should be of interest to all those involved. The overall
total was very slightly down on last year (by about £200)
but the attendance was also down, by about the same
number, thanks to a dodgy weather forecast and several
other events on at the same time. Even so, everyone
should be enormously proud of this effort.
Some ‘costs’ still need to be accounted for, so the total
may reduce a little, but this will be clarified as part of
the notes from the August Village Forum meeting, which
we hope to publish in next month’s News.
Gate 1
Gate 2
Bar
Refreshments
Raffle
Tombola
Tombola - Children’s
White Elephant
Cakes
Vegetable Stall
Ice Cream
Books
Sweets in a Jar
Whack the Rat
Bowling
William Tell

Cold Callers Selling at the Door - Please Read!
We have received advice suggesting that we should stop
answering cold-callers at the door who are offering cleaning
products and materials etc from holdalls. They often claim to
be young offenders trying to “make good” and show spurious
ID cards. Apparently, these men are not all they claim to be,
and North Aston is known to be “a soft touch”. They will just
keep on coming, so please, harden your hearts and say ‘no’!
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£56.00
£250.00
£352.00
£274.55
£449.10
£338.00
£99.70
£144.70
£313.00
£57.42
£259.00
£143.05
£8.70
£34.40
£57.00
£49.15

Seals of Approval
£44.70
Pirate Cannon
£34.00
Goalie
£35.90
Wellie Wanging
£50.10
Pheasants Revenge
£44.00
Jousting
£99.00
BBQ
£252.00
Clothes Pegs
£12.51
Booze or Lose
£84.10
Name the Teddy
£46.00
Merry-go-round
£15.00
Donations
£226.60
Japanese Students
£101.00
Prizes
-£30.00
Brass Band
-£80.00
TOTAL:
£3,819.53

Autumn Projects
The nights are drawing in and the schools are opening up - it’s September! And as the autumn beckons, church life
springs back into action. Well - I say ‘springs back into action’, but actually we’ve had a fairly busy summer. Our ‘St
Mary’s For Everyone’ projects are all moving forward, and it’s time to review them so that everyone is up to date.
In July we received the ‘Faculty’ (the official permissions) to do the repair work on stonework on two of the Anne
Chapel windows which will enable Part One of our projects to go ahead. We have applied for a raft of grants so that
this work can be done, and are heading nicely toward our first target total of £46,000.
Hopefully, this will be be reached very soon and we will be
able to repair the stonework this autumn. A simple repair
like this doesn’t feel very exciting, but keeping the building
sound is part of the responsibility we carry. A couple of the
other windows in church are heading the same way, and if
we ever have any spare funding, or find that projects
underspend, they will have the same work done to them.
Part Two of our project is all about access. It matters that
anyone can get to the church at any time. We had a letter
some time back asking us to provide step-free access to
the churchyard for those tending graves, and Part Two of
the project will tackle this. The lych gate needs restoring,
and as we do this, we will lower it - losing the steps, and resurfacing the path to church so that wheelchairs, buggies,
and those who have any mobility needs will find the path
much, much easier. Our architect is ensuring that everything
will be appropriate for a rural churchyard. Though - we will
add just a little lighting: anyone who has tried to do the
church path at night will be glad of a lamp at the gate! We
need to raise around £60,000 for this.
Part Three is about making the most of our church building
for young and old. We want to add a small servery to help
with hospitality for services and any other occasion, and
we’d love to put a toilet in the building. Any public building
(especially one that expects to be used by the very young and the elderly) should have one. At the same time, we
hope to work on some of our liturgical furniture and storage, and make a bit more space for children in worship. The
bill for this is £110,000. We have a couple of larger grants interested in helping - providing we have shown success
in raising the other funding and in tackling the other projects.
So we are working hard applying for grants. And we’d also like to invite anyone from the village who would like to
give toward the projects to do so. Jane McArdle is heading up our fundraising and is doing a brilliant job; there are
pledge forms in church for anyone to take, and they can be returned to Jane or to me. Or - if you don’t get chance
to fill one of these in - you can just give at the Harvest weekend. I will be in church for an hour at midday on
September 30th. And please do feel free to make any donations at our Harvest Service on October 1st as well.
Working together, and being excited by what we can achieve, every single penny that is given makes a difference:
every pound given is a pound less to raise, and we very much hope that as a church and village community we might
work through these projects to make St Mary’s even better for everyone. Thank you!
Revd Marcus Green
In addition to Sunday services, Bible Study happens most Mondays in the Rectory, re-starting 11 Sept at 2pm.
Morning Prayer will be on September 7th at 10am in church. More news can be found on www.sntchurch.com.
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Beryl
Greenwood, Vicky Taylor, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday September 3rd 2017 - Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday September 10th 2017 - Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Family Service with Baptisms
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday September 17th 2017 - Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday September 24th 2017 - Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
with Children’s Church
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday October 1st 2017 - Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Harvest Festival
Revd Marcus Green
12:30 pm
Harvest Lunch

11:00 am
Harvest Festival
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Harvest Festival
Rev Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Families are welcome to all Sunday services within the parish.
Visit the Benefice Website for further information www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
Thanks to David Hazle for the photographs from this year’s Flower & Produce Show used to illustrate
this month’s front cover. We welcome photographs from all residents and their relatives!
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North
Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of North Aston.
A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to an extensive emailing list
every month. To be added to that list, please contact the News
We welcome contributions to the News. To submit an item please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
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