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The Chairman’s Mark
One year on ...

JUL
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Beverley Rees, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347434
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
James Taylor, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347888
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarmhm@hillcrestcare.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsonsgb.com
Website: www.nicholsonsgb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsonsgb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 08453 458 995

Having just looked at what I wrote this time last year I think I
can use the same opening sentence: 'with political chaos and
economic uncertainty all around us, it is reassuring that village
life carries on. And so to The Fête!

Village Fête, July 15th
Please see the advert further on in this issue. However a few
other things. If you have made a general offer of help, I will
contact you in the next week with your job allocation. As usual,
the marquees will go up on Friday 14th. If you are able to help,
please meet on The Green at 6.00pm. If you have a sledge
hammer, please bring that too! I don't yet have anyone to run a
BBQ (burgers and hot dogs), and it’s usually a good moneyspinner. If you can offer that, (you will need to source the
equipment as well), please let me know asap. Finally, can I
reiterate Marcus's plea for only saleable items to be donated to
the White Elephant stall.

Mikron Theatre
Hot on the heels of The Fête will be this year's offering from The
Mikron Theatre Company; 'Best Foot Forward', on The Village
Green, Sunday 23rd July at 1.00pm.
If you think it's not for you, you will be missing a treat. They
have been consistently good over the years and we are very lucky
to have them. Look out for the posters and you can also find
them on the web. There are no tickets and a collection is made
at the end of the show. Please remember they are professional
actors who earn their living from these performances, so reward
them generously, and they will come back next year.

New (and not so new) arrivals
Please welcome to the village:
James and Lynne Hawker and their children Max and Harrie at
North Aston Mill; Adam and Jo Pochron and their daughter
Kate at 3 Somerton Road; and Marc and Iona Le Clerq and
children Louis, Clementine and Oscar at Merrystones.
There are one or two other new households that I haven't caught
up with yet, but I will turn up at some point brandishing your
complimentary copy of ‘North Aston - A Millennium’.

ark
M
Telephone: 01869 347 806 ~ email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
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This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Response to ‘Brexit - One Year On’
It’s far too early to say that everything will turn out fine in the
end - we haven’t left the EU yet so are still enjoying its
economic benefits. It will take years for the full consequences
of Brexit to be felt, and it’s the younger generation (who voted
overwhelmingly to remain) who will inherit its negative impact
on their living standards and prospects. Brexit Ten Years On
in the 2026 North Aston News would be more appropriate.
Eve Rodgers

Jane Durnin
Eddie Hatzigeorgiou
Robert Hite
Rosi Nicholson
Marcus Potts
Colin Rainbow
Eileen West

This is in response to Kildare B-B’s piece in last month’s News.

There will be a meeeting in
the Old Bakery on Wednesday
22nd February to discuss the
proposal to create a
Community Orchard
in North Aston.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy All welcome!

Congratulations also to

Clive & Trudy Busby

on their wedding anniversary this month

Too busy? Why not try
our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you door!

Announcements
Deddington Farmers’ Market

Friday November 5th
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Saturday November 6th

The traditional Farmers’ Market in Deddington takes place in
the market square every 4th Saturday of the month, and in June
will be staged on the 22nd. As usual our own North Aston Organics
will have a stall, so please do support them.

Tel: (01869) 347702
visit the website at:

Duns Tew Fête

www.northastonorganics.co.uk

The Duns Tew Church Fête takes place at the Manor by kind
permission of Gavin and Fiona McAlpine on Sunday July 2nd.
The event will start at 1.30 pm, with all the usual attractions and
stalls. Everything should be wrapped up by 4.00 pm. Please
support our neighbouring Parish by attending the Duns Tew Fête.

Park Farm Open Evening

June 2017

Full details in next month’s News, but advance warning that
there will be a Summer Party & Barbecue at Park Farm House on
26th August, from 12 noon to 3:00 pm. Everyone from the village
is invited, so please make a note in your diary.

The winners of the June draw were:
1st Prize (£10): Mr Walters (#40)
2nd Prize (£5): A. Stay (#134)

Deddington Parish
The proposed First Annual Deddington Parish Garage/Yard Sale,
mentioned in last month’s News, has had to be postponed. The
organisers discovered that the date chosen clashed with several
other significant local activities, so have decided to put it off,
perhaps even until early next year.
Last year’s Deddington Library Parish Calendar raised significant
funds for the Library. Entries are now invited for the 2018 edition.
Deadline is 18 August. Entries must be at least 5Mb at 300dpi,
saved as high quality JPGs. Email files to abw@brynwilliams.com
or deliver on a CD/DVD to Stella at the library.

This is the second draw of the new 100 Club year. Had a
number been pulled out belonging to someone who’d not yet
paid their subs ... then it would have gone back into the ‘hat’.
However, it’s still not too late to join The Club. If you would like
to support this worthy cause, which raises important funds for
the community, then please contact Norman (340368) for
further information. What’s more, there’s a genuinely high
chance of winning, so please give it a go.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees
Oh my goodness! It's July already! Where has half the year
gone? Mum used to say the older you get the faster the time
goes, and as always, she was right.
Well, July and I’ve still not heard a cuckoo. That’s the first
year ever, but I have seen three, which is the most I've seen
outside of Scotland. The evening that I sent in my June piece
for the Newsletter we were, as always, sat down the bottom
of our garden enjoying the view and gin and tonics when two
cuckoos flew right past us. They were either fighting or playing,
I don't know which, but what a fantastic sight! After getting
really down about not hearing one all season, the first thing I
did was to text James and Fred to let them know. Fred texted
back you lucky xxxxxxxx (not repeatable!) and James’s text
was “Wow! What a great spot!” Yippee. Got one up on Fred
at last ...
We have a fox that walks along past our summer (Wend
House) every morning at 6:30, looking for any poorly rabbits
or ones with myxomatosis which, happily, we don't seem to
have here this year. The rabbits watch him go by with attentive
interest but don't seem very bothered by him, and he wastes
very little energy chasing healthy rabbits.

Talking of rabbits, we have a couple of interesting ones down
by us at the moment. There’s a young one that is absolutely
jet black, down below Chris and David (Hazle). We have had
blackish ones down there before, a few years ago, but never
a completely jet black one to my knowledge. It's lovely, but I
don't know how long it will survive, as it sticks out like a sore
thumb.
Just below us we have a small bunny called George - I don't
know whether a boy or girl, so could be George or Georgina,
but it’s Wendy's idea to name it, not mine - who has only one
ear. Obviously it was born in this condition, and he (or she)
looks very funny, holding its head to one side to listen. It
seems to be getting on okay and is growing up quickly, so
we will keep a log of these two rabbits and let you know of
their progress.
Our blackberries are in flower now and looking in great
condition, so let's hope for a good crop later in the year. Well,
that's me done. I’m sorry it's a bit short this month, but we’re
off to Wales tomorrow fly fishing and walking ... and eating
and drinking for a few days.
Rumour has it that Robert already has an enormous marrow
growing, setting course for the Flower & Produce Show.
Flipping heck! Mine’s only about two inches long. I hate
gardening!
Steve, Wendy & Penny

From Thames Valley Police

the trick is to check the URL of the destination website before
clicking any link in an email, no matter how trustworthy the
source may appear to be. If in doubt, delete.
Not sure how to check a link? In most email ‘clients’ simply
hover the cursor over the link and the desitination URL will be
revealed in the status bar. If it isn’t, then right-click (never leftclick!) and “copy shortcut”. Paste into Notepad and view. You
can double-check by pasting the primary URL into a Google
search and looking for results for ‘scams’ or warnings.

This month’s updates and information:
Unexpected Phone Bill?
Take care if you receive an email notifying you that your next
phone bill is now available to view. There has been a spate of
such emails recently, purporting to come from BT, O2 or
Vodafone, and advising customers that they can view their
invoice by “clicking this link”. The emails are visually
convincing, but the bait on the hook comes in the form of an
innocent-looking statement that suggests that your next bill
is several hundred pounds and, naturally, you’ll want to know
why it’s so much more than usual.
Clicking the link will take you to a web page from which a
software program will be installed onto your computer, possibly
Emotet, a type of malware that can allow the scammers to
steal bank account details by intercepting traffic. As always,

Crime Figures 2015-2016
The Cherwell & West Oxon Crime Statistics for May 2016 to
May 2017 were published last month. “All crime” was up 12.5%,
the bulk of this associated with Vehicle Crime (up 40%),
Shoplifting (up 37%) and Burglary (up 60%). Crimes Against
Society, including Drug Offences, were mainly down, including
Public Order Offences, down 20%, but Robbery was up 7.3%.
Sexual offences largely unchanged, and no homicides.
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a performance of their alternative production for 2017, In at
the Deep End, the story of the RNLI, by checking the website:
www.mikron.org.uk. Mikron is currently touring by road, but
will return to the Oxford Canal aboard Tyseley in August.
The story so far ...
With harmonies, hills and humour, Mikron leads us on a hike
through the history of hostelling. Something’s afoot at Pearling
Manor and it isn’t just the walkers. The beautiful hostel, rich
in YHA history, is lovely but falling apart. External forces are
out to grab it and turn it into a golf club. Connie, hostel warden
and with a heart as big as her rucksack, takes us on a journey
through the YHA’s past in the hope of securing its future.
Through thickets and thin we’ve managed to keep
Our promise of somewhere cheap to sleep
If that’s threatened we must defend it
Looking to the past in order to transcend it!

Sunday July 23rd - Starts 1:00 pm.
Village Green. No tickets required.
Cash collection after the show.

Mikron, the famous travelling Theatre Company, returns to
the Village Green later this month for a performance of their
new show, Best Foot Forward.
Last year’s production was a great success, drawing a large
crowd, not only from North Aston, but also surrounding villages.
The marquees will be erected and North Aston ice cream will
be available. Bring your own chairs or a blanket, a picnic, and
be prepared for a memorable afternoon!
For well over forty years Mikron has been touring the country,
mainly by canal aboard the converted narrowboat Tyseley.
Their intention has always been to bring live theatre to areas
where it might not normally be found, and in that objective
they’ve succeeded impressively. The company has also
spawned some rare talent, including names such as Mark
Williams (The Fast Show and Harry Potter), Buffy Davis (Jolene
in The Archers), Mark Strickland (‘companion’ to Peter
Davison’s Dr Who), Anna Winslet (Kate’s sister), and over
220 other budding young actors.
Mikron will be performing at other venues in the area both
before and after their visit to North Aston, and you can catch

The front cover and title image show this year’s cast: James
McLean, Claire-Marie Seddon, Rose McPhilemy and Craig
Anderson. Photos by Peter Boyd Photography.
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Saturday July 15th 2017
Gates open 2:00. Fête closes 4:30pm
The Village urgently needs your help!
The annual Village Fête is only a fortnight away, and we need to get everything in hand very
soon. We need generous donations of items for all the main stalls, including White Elephant,
Raffle, Tombola, the Book Stall and, nearer the day, Cakes & Produce:
Adult Tombola
Bottles, cans, tins and other suitable goods - all within sell-by date please!
Children’s Tombola
Small toys (new only), soft drinks (named brands) & packets or bags of sweets.
White Elephant Stall
Items in excellent, as-new sellable condition, or of antique or collectable interest.
BookStall
Books in tidy, readable condition, hardback or paperback.
Also DVDs, CD’s & Computer Games - no videos please.
Raffle Prizes
Brand new or very special items, as well as gifts, promises or services!
Cakes & Produce
Home-baked cakes, scones & biscuits, home-grown flowers, vegetables & fruit.
Please deliver these to the marquee on the day. Thankyou!
Other items can be dropped off at The Old Bakery.

We also need . . .
Gazebos, Awnings, Tables & Chairs
If you have an garden gazebo, small marquee or anything similarly weatherproof (just in
case!) that we could borrow for the day, as well as garden chairs & tables, please bring
them along to the Green on the Saturday morning.

Games & Attractions
All the ever-popular stalls and attractions will be included. We will need volunteers not
only to help man the stalls on the day, but also to help with setting up on the Friday
evening. Please do put your name forward ... it’s all in a good cause!

Volunteers needed to help on the day!
01869 347806 or email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
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Projects and Pledges: St Mary’s For Everyone
Back at the end of January 2016 we held a village meeting in church to discuss what we were planning to do with
our building projects. Well, things move slowly, but they really do move, and I’d like to bring everyone up to date
with where we are.
We have split the big project into three smaller parts, with the overall heading of “St Mary’s For Everyone”.
1: Renovating the Anne Chapel Windows
2: Renovating the Lychgate and providing a new path with step-free access from the car park to the church door
3: Interior re-ordering, with a servery and a toilet to make the church better-equipped for everyone at all sorts
of gatherings from services and concerts to midweek gatherings, as well as some new liturgical furniture to
store the altar cloths and help with Sunday worship.
Last year’s Fête proceeds helped us pay all sorts of project fees: thanks to everyone for that. We began with money
in a buildings fund too, which has been vital. Our original architect from JBKS, Kelvin Sampson, started a new
company, Leap Design, and this is now taking things forward for us.
Back in January 2016 I said that there was no way we could raise the
money we’d need entirely from within our own community. So this
year Jane McArdle has taken up a part-time role to help us with finding
grants and other funding sources. She has been amazing, and we very
much hope that during the next few weeks we will be hearing that we
have received the £50,000 we need from all her applications to see
Project 1; the window renovations, happening in the early autumn.
So this is really exciting! But now: this is where everyone can join in
and help …
We plan to hold a Pledge Weekend to help get us to our next target. If
we meet our first target for the windows, next we need another
£70,000 to go ahead with the lychgate and path. We’d really like
everyone to help us by joining in our efforts; we will get more grants but we hope that the all sorts of people might like to be a part of this
project too. All of our plans began when the PCC had a letter asking us
to make the churchyard accessible to people who found the steps
difficult. I’m reluctant to put a target figure on how much we might
raise this way, but every pound we achieve from within our extended
community means a pound less Jane has to find from somewhere else.
So this is what’s happening. The Pledge Weekend will be July 15th/
16th, and Jane will have a stall at the Fête so lots of you can join in if
you would like to. There will be cards to fill in, but please - we want NO MONEY given to the project at the Fête!!
If you’d like to help, just take a card and think how much you might be able to put aside over the next two months
to help fund the lychgate and the new path. Write that figure on your card, hand it back to Jane or post it through
her letter box. Then save up and bring your gift to Harvest on October 1st when Jane and I will be ready to receive
it - or hand it to us, or Clive or Annabel, any time during the last week of September. And please tick the Gift Aid
box on your card!
With your help, we will reach our next target. More: we are already talking to some major funds that are interested
in helping part three of our work, if we can do parts one and two. It would be amazing for a village like North Aston
to achieve such an ambitious thing; let’s keep giving it a go and see how far we get, all of us working together and
the Lord blessing us!
Revd Marcus Green
Morning Prayer in July will be on Thursday July 6th at 9.30am. More news can always be found on our website: www.sntchurch.com.
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Beryl
Greenwood, Vicky Taylor, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN JULY-AUGUST
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday July 2nd 2017 - Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday July 9th 2017 - Fifth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday July 16th 2017 - Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service
Revd Marcus Green and
Richard Bailey

Sunday June 23rd 2017 - Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
and Baptism
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday July 30th 2017 - Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
10:30 am
United Benefice
Summer Celebration Service

No Service

No Service

Sunday August 6th 2017 - Ninth Sunday After Pentecost - Transfiguration
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Families are welcome to all Sunday services within the parish.
Visit the Benefice Website for further information www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics, printed by Nicholsons of North
Aston, and distributed monthly, free of charge, to all the residents of the Parish of North Aston.
A full-colour edition in electronic format is also available and is mailed out to an extensive emailing list
every month. To be added to that list, please contact the News
We welcome contributions to the News. To submit an item please email: info@north-aston.co.uk.
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Partial Review of Local Plan - Part 1
The Local Plan Part 1, Partial Review, (Oxford's Unmet Housing
Need) was approved by the Executive in early June. The next
stage in the process is a six week period, commencing July
17th, when representations will be invited.
Unless any major changes are needed, the submission version
of the plan will go before Full Council for formal approval and
then on to an Examiner to ensure it is sound. The review has
identified the area nearest Oxford as the most suitable and
that the areas further afield and to the north less desirable,
therefore North Aston and our ward are unaffected.
Work can now recommence on Local Plan Part 2 with the
intention of preparing a submission document by October.
However it will be 2018 before we are notified of any additional
housing and numbers proposed for the rural parishes.
Other presentations made at the Parish Liaison Meeting were
from the ‘Community First Oxfordshire’, which updated
parishes on community transport and what options are
currently available for rural villages which suffer poor or non
existent public bus services. A list of services can be obtained
from the Community First Oxfordshire website at
www.communityfirstoxon.org and specific information directly
from emily.lewis-edwards@communityfirstoxon.org.
Another presentation was made by the ‘Oxfordshire Playing
Field Association’. They can help with funding, advice on the
facilities available for communities, plus legal and health and
safety advice. More can be seen at www.opfa.org.uk or specific
advice from Nicole O’Donnell at oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com
and on 01295 817662.
Bryn Williams, Deddington Ward District Councillor
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk

I’m glad to report that after two concurrent periods of ‘Purdah’
due to the County Council and General Elections, the wheels
of local government are slowly getting back up to speed.
As Hugo reported last month, your three district councilors
are members of a range of committees at Cherwell District
Council, as well as outside bodies and of course attending a
number of parish council and meetings where we represent
you, our electorate. Please do not hesitate in contacting us
by email or phone should you have an enquiry or require advice,
that’s why we’re here.
The main talking points since returning to full steam, apart
from Brexit which still occupies the national headlines, but
locally, has been the Oxfordshire Unitary Council proposals
and the latest partial review of CDC’s Local Plan. The Parish
Liaison Meeting on June 21st gave CDC Leader, Barry Wood
and colleagues an opportunity to update all parishes on these
and other topics.

Unitary Council
Cherwell has submitted an alternative proposal to the
Government in the weeks following the General Election. Our
proposal is a Combined Council with Oxford City Council and
West Oxfordshire District Council.
As the Government seems to be in some turmoil at the
moment and with Brexit and other more pressing issues to
deal with, Barry Wood believes the subject of unitary councils
may be placed on the back burner for the time being.

Other Deddington Ward District Councillors are:

Mike Kerford-Byrnes
Email: Cllr.Mike.KerfordByrnes@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Hugo Brown
Email: hugo.brown@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Please use the poster
on the next page!
If you can, please print out copies of the poster on the last
page of this month’s News and pin them to a noticeboard:
at work, in a neighbouring village,
in a shop - in fact, anywhere
that it might be seen. Thankyou

Donations!
Don’t forget, you can drop round donations for the Fête to
the Old Bakery at almost any time, during the day.
We especially need items for the Tombola, Book Stall
and the White Elephant.

For the benefit of our new residents by the river, here’s a view of
North Aston Mill from roughly 100 years ago.
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The Annual

NORTH ASTON

FETE

15
TH JULY
2 00 - 4 30
SAT

:
:
PM
PM
Yarnton Brass Band

Traditional

STALLS & SIDESHOWS
Games & Refreshments
Entrance by Programme: £1
Children U/12 Admitted Free
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