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The Chairman’s Mark
Village AGM

FEBRUARY 2017, No:316
Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Beverley Rees, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347434
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
James Taylor, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347888
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarmhm@hillcrestcare.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
Website: www.nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsons.gb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 08453 458 995

Thanks to everyone who came along to the Village Meeting AGM
last month. Surprisingly, there wasn't a rush of people to take
on the post of chairman, so you are stuck with me for another
year. I am very grateful to James and Beverley for agreeing to
stay on as secretary and treasurer.

Thinking of Warmer Days ...
While we are still in the grip of winter, it is good to dream of the
summer to come. With that in mind, make sure you mark
Saturday July 15th on your calendars as North Aston Fête day!
Also, don't forget Sunday July 23rd for the Mikron Theatre.

ark
M
Telephone: 01869 347 806 ~ email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Dick Smeeton

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Dick
Smeeton on Saturday 21st January.
He lived at Number 5 Somerton Road, but sadly ill health had
kept him mainly indoors for the last couple of years.
He was born in Stepney in East London in 1927, but soon found
it was the countryside that he preferred. His first experience of
rural life came with holiday hop-picking, and this was followed
by wartime evacuation to Iver in Buckinghamshire.
His working life was spent in both the building trade and farming.
He retired to North Aston as his daughter Pat and her family
were living here. He remained very active, doing work for the
farm and growing his own vegetables. He was also a prodigious
carpenter, turning out numerous items - garden furniture in
particular.
We offer our sincere condolences to Pat, Les, Brian and all his
extended family.

December 2016 &
January 2017
The winners of the January draw were:
First Prize (£25): L Young (Rees) (#56)
Second Prize (£5): Noah Hack (#21)
My apologies for omitting to publish the correct names for last month’s
draw - they should have been: First Prize (£10) Catkin Taylor #70 and
Second Prize (£5) N Graham #97. My apologies. In a few months it will be
time to start the 100 Club again. If you’d like to support this worthy cause, then
please contact Norman (340368) for further information. We need ten more
players! You’ve got a better chance of winning here than you do with the Lottery!

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

This Month’s

BIRTHDAYS
Tuck Hatzigeorgiou
Nicholas Kneale
Jocelyn Parsons
& Dick Taylor

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or know
someone who should be, please let us know.

From Thames Valley Police
On-line Fraud
We receive a constant stream of advisory emails from TVP
and Action Fraud over the increasingly devious attempts
employed by criminals to extract personal data from people.
They (the criminals) do it for a multitude of reasons, which
can range from accessing bank accounts or promoting
unrealistic investment schemes, to setting up fake identities
or simply ordering goods online and getting others to pay.
Frequent computer users are, I’m sure, familiar with these
scams, and wise to them. To those who aren’t, then there are
some very simple ways to avoid being caught.
First, install sensible preventative software. That’s not just
the well-known anti-virus packages, like Norton, McAfee or
Kaspersky (or equally effective, but cheaper alternatives, like
Avast! or Total AV), but also those that target so-called
Malware ... the invidious “Malicious Software” that installs,
almost innocently onto your computer and then steadily starts
to take over. I’ve used Spybot, AdAware and MalwareBytes,
but there are others. I was concerned recently to discover
that a long-regarded “safe” plug-in called Web of Trust has,
after years of widespread use as a signal for safe surfing,
been found out for passing-on users’ personal details to third
parties. Don’t just install these packages - use them, regularly.
Correctly installed, these programs will intercept infected
emails, warn you if you arrive on a web page with malicious
coding, and filter out or flag up spam and phishing emails so
that you don’t open them inadvertently. The simple rule is, if
you’re in the least bit suspicious, delete the email. If you’re
dubious, don’t be afraid to ask a friend!

There will be a meeeting in
the Old Bakery on Wednesday
22nd February to discuss the
proposal to create a
Community Orchard
in North Aston.

All welcome!
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees

Vegetable Stall

Happy New Year and apologies for missing the last issue,
what with one thing and another it just didn't get done.
Well, where to start this month! I've not had many daylight
walks lately, mostly in the dark before and after work, but
we've been out a bit at weekends.
Probably our most interesting item this month was spotted
first by Wendy while out on one of her mental cross country
runs that she does. She came back most excited saying
there were Red Deer in the Cover Wood, which is the woodland
just above the Back Brook Bridge that has just been rebuilt
(on the way towards Deddington). After I’d finished laughing
and taking the mickey, telling her we’re not in Scotland for
another month, I thought I’d better go and have a look, in
case the Fallow Deer had come back.
However, on entering the wood, I was most shocked to see,
not more than 20 yards away from me, three hinds and a
stag, with his young new antlers in velvet, and not too worried
about me being there. Then, on closer inspection, I could see
red plastic ear tags on them, so they have obviously escaped
from somewhere. They have been with us a couple of weeks
now and seem quite happy spending most of their time in the
fenced off rough ground by the brook.
Last week I was working out at Rousham. I seem to spend a
lot of my time doing water treatment work, as they are not on
mains water, and I noticed that the huge horse chestnuts
there had got their sticky buds on. When I got back I had a
look at ours in North Aston, and they have too. I wasn't sure
if this was early or not, so thought I’d better check my books
- especially after my last article about the Spindle tree got a
lot of comments and laughter from people, who obviously know
a lot more than I do about trees! Apparently James and Jeremy
had a good old chuckle that I didn't know a Spindle, and James
has planted lots of them. Mr and Mrs Graham also found it
amusing ... ha ha! I do keep telling you, I'm no expert!
Anyway getting back to the horse chestnut; I can't think of
anything more English than a good old conker tree. Just the
name brings childhood memories flooding back, and even
now I can't resist picking up conkers and putting them in
mine and Wendy’s pockets. Fred’s pick-up truck is always
full of them! On reading my book it turns out its not a native
tree to us, but originally comes from Iran and India. Wow!
Who would have known? Probably everyone but me!

Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy? Why not try
our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you door!

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702
visit the website at:

www.northastonorganics.co.uk

HORSE SHARE
AVAILABLE
16.3hh All-rounder
I am looking for a sharer for my
horse due to a new baby. He is
easy to work in all ways. Good
with traffic but sharp to hack, so no novices. Confident
riders will manage no
problem. Works well on the
flat and capable of 1m+.
Please call for more info.
Thank you.

Magdalena: 07907 199159
The moles behind us have been busy again, and as they did
last year, they keep chucking up their hills of soil right along
my footpath, so that I trip over them as I’m walking along in
the dark. Also, at the bottom of Banbury Ground field, there
are many huge mole hills in nice straight lines.
Two final comments this month, then I’ll go. One is; we are
still finding lots of big nests of ladybirds in the corners of our
windows and doorways. It seems to be a good winter for them,
and secondly, and more worrying, is that again this year we
seem to be over-run with grey squirrels. More than one person
has commented to me about the profusion of them. I think we
may have to do something about it soon, although I can’t say
I’m looking forward to it, but sometimes nature needs a hand.
Well, that's about it. We are still hearing the Tawny Owl below
us regularly and Clive tells me the Barn Owls are doing well
at Dane Hill. It will soon be Spring, but methinks bad weather
is on the way first.
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North Aston Village Meeting & AGM
Thursday 12th January 2017 ~ The Minutes
Officers present: Chairman Mark Stay (MS),Treasurer Beverly Rees (BR), Secretary James Taylor (JFT)
Those present: Bryn Williams (Local Councillor BW), Chris Hazle (CH) and David Hazle (DH) , Clive Busby (CB) and Trudy Busby (TB),
Sue Hatzigeorgiou (SH), Jane Durnin (JD), Jan Liberadski (JL), Marcus Potts (MP), Kildare Bourke-Borrowes (KBB), Robert Hite (RH),
Tony Buxton (TB), Garethe Hughes (GH), Jeremy Taylor (JT), Mary Healy (MH). Apologies: Chloe Woodhead.

the entrance to Nicholsons. CB said the damage should be
covered by Nicholson Nurseries insurance.

Village Meeting

10. Appendix.
MS welcomed those present to the meeting.

From the minutes of the Village Forum meeting of 14th April 2016.
The Annual Governance Statement 2015/16 was read out to the
Meeting and the Statement was unanimously approved.
From the minutes of Village Forum 3rd Nov 2016.
The Village Meeting accounts for the year ended 31st March 2016
had been audited and BR read out the auditor’s report to the
Meeting. There was one minor issue which was that Section 2 of
the annual return did not add up by £1.00. BR explained this was
probably as a result of the rounding up of the figures.

1. Minutes from last Meeting.
The minutes from the last Village Meeting AGM of Jan 7th 2016
were approved.
Proposed by MP and Seconded by SH.

2. Nomination of Officers
There were no nominations for new Officers.
Mark Stay, Beverly Rees and James Taylor agreed to put
themselves forward to continue in their current roles as Chairman,
Treasurer and Secretary respectively. With unanimous approval
they were duly re-elected to continue for another year.

Village Forum

3. Declaration of Conflict of Interest
There was none declared by the Officers.

1. Treasurer’s Report

4. Treasurer’s Report

The balance as of 26/12/16 was £5595.85 with £309.75 cash in
hand. Uncleared expenses of £204.50 included Christmas
presents for senior citizens and mulled wine for Carols on the
Green. It was noted that there were still some expenses
outstanding from the Big Lunch – about £20-£30.

The Village Meeting Account. The Balance remained at £2,753.97
with just a tiny bit of interest still to come. Total income for the year
to date had been the precept of £600 and total expenditure
£584.84 on Village insurance.
The Accounts were approved.
Proposed by MP and Seconded by JL.

2. Carols on the Green review
MH commented on the lack of mince pies. MS said that mince
pies had never been formally on the agenda for the Carols on the
Green. MS asked about the fire and whether it had been lit early
enough as had been suggested at the previous meeting. CB
said he felt if it had been lit earlier it would have burnt down too
quickly.

5. Asset Register
The Village Asset Register was reviewed.
The old noticeboard needs to be removed and replaced with the
new noticeboard (cost re £1000). The second Speed Radar
needs to be added. The Speed Gun and associated equipment
needs to be added. It was clarified that the costs listed on the
register were not replacement costs but a nominal value put on
the asset at the time of entry onto the register.

3. Christmas presents for Senior Citizens review
KBB – as one of them - thanked the village very much! MS said
that about 50% felt slightly bemused by the gift. GH asked whether
it would be more appropriate for children to get a gift. CB said that
living standards had changed since the giving of gifts to senior
citizens was first introduced by the village.

6. The Risk Assessment
This was reviewed and no change was deemed necessary.

7. Setting of the Precept

4. Village Noticeboard

The Precept covered the village insurance and apart from the
possibility of some grass cutting costs at the main road – no
extra money was thought to be required.
CB proposed to keep the precept at £600. Seconded by SH and
unanimously accepted.

MS said the noticeboard had arrived and was currently at
Nicholsons. A date was set to help CB install the Noticeboard –
Wed 18th Jan. MS had spoken to Kevin Cash who was perfectly
happy to have the new noticeboard in the same position as the
old one. MS said that KC did however want to “tidy up” the signage
by the pillars at the entrance to St Mary’s Walk to eliminate the
clutter.

8. Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan
MS read out a draft resolution from the MCNP that needed
approval and signing.
13 voted in favour with 3 abstentions. The resolution was duly
approved and signed.
KBB updated the meeting on what was happening in MCNP. He
said the Plan was currently 60 pages long and being tweaked all
the time. Greater information about the policies will be on display
at Nicholsons on 25th Jan. KBB was very impressed by the quality
of the members of the Forum and the Executive. He reminded
the village that there would be an Engagement Meeting on the
25th Jan 7.00pm at the Orchard Barn, Nicholson Nurseries.
KBB said the MCNP employed a secretary who was funded by all
the participating villages on a pro rata basis. North Aston was
being asked for a contribution of £99.
Approval for this was proposed by CB and Seconded by TB, with
one abstention and everyone else in favour. Motion carried.

5. Broadband
MP said that the latest information was that the cabinets should
be installed by the end of April/May. He was very disappointed
that it had taken so long and wished to have details of any contacts
known at Openreach in order that he could chase them up.

6. 100 Club
It was suggested that half a dozen more people needed to sign
up in order to keep the 100 club lottery going. Please get in touch
with Norman West.

7. Village Fête 2017
The date set for the 2017 North Aston Village Fête was agreed as
the third weekend in July: Saturday 15th July

8. Mikron Theatre
As mentioned previously, the Mikron Theatre had expressed a
wish to return to North Aston in 2017, and a date of Sunday 23rd
July has been agreed, with performance at 1.00 pm.

9. Any Other Business
MP asked about funding the repair of the Village bus shelter by
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changing what he considered to be the unattractive village signs
on entering the Village to something more fitting for a
“conservation area”.
Kerbstones. There are still kerbstones within the village needing
repair. Could the answer be to inlay them - giving more an
impression of pavement edge rather than a raised platform?

9. Review of Village Forum
MS suggested this new format was still a bit muddling, especially
over the names on the two accounts. (The Village Meeting and
The Village Fund Accounts). It was pointed out that we can’t change
the name of The Village Meeting Account, and most seemed
happy with the new format of four Village Forums a year and one
Village Meeting (The AGM) in January. To avoid further confusion,
it was agreed to retain the current nomenclature.

11. Date for Next Meeting
The date for the next Forum was set for Thursday 13th April at
7.30 pm in the Old Bakery.

10. Any Other Business
MS informed the Forum that there was a formal consultation
running on the possibility of Dr Radcliffe’s Primary School entering
into a multi-academy trust. SH elaborated, and confirmed that
the will last until the 4th February.
First Aid. MS said that with the Fête, Mikron Theatre and Carols
on the Green attracting some numbers to North Aston, he was
not aware of a village First Aid Kit, and wondered whether the
village should have one. GH stated he was a First Aider and
commented that modern defibrillators were very effective. It was
agreed to look into this.
Bus Shelter. The damage to the bus shelter outside Nicholsons
was raised, and the Forum was advised that the cost of repairs
would be covered by Nicholsons insurance. The question of
whether the village still needed a shelter there was also
discussed, and the general consensus was ‘yes’.
Community Orchard. GH advertised a meeting to explore the
possibility of establishing a Community Orchard. This would take
place on Wednesday 22nd Feb 8.00pm in the Old Bakery.
Mowing. JDT said he was unclear about who did what mowing,
where and how often. Highways done by OCC but due to
budgetary measures three cuts had been reduced to one.
CDC Review. Bryn Williams mentioned that the Cherwell Local
Plan Part 2 review had been put back to March, and that Villages
and Parishes will have an opportunity to discuss it then.
MCNP Engagement Meeting. KBB said that residents of Duns
Tew would be joining North Aston at the MCNP Engagement
Meeting at Nicholsons on 22nd January.
Village Signs. JT wanted to know if there was any interest in

Announcements
Deddington Farmers’ Market
The traditional Farmers’ Market in Deddington takes place in
the market square every 4th Saturday of the month, and in
February will be staged on the 25th. As usual our own North
Aston Organics will have a stall, so please do support them.

DIY or GRASS LIVERY WANTED
I am looking for grass livery in North
Aston, Somerton or nearby for my 15
year-old Polish Warmblood. We are
at an amazing yard currently, but
I am finding the distance too
far. Please message me with
any details. Thank you.
Magdalena
Tel: 07907 199159

Normal CleaNiNg ServiCe
& Deep CleaNiNg ServiCe

Hello,
I am Joanna, and I offer housekeeping services
in Banbury and the surrounding areas, and
already service homes in North Aston. I clean
houses and commercial properties, including
pubs, restaurants etc.
If you would be interested in any of these
services, please contact me on the numbers
listed below.
Thank you.

Including ...
Q Cleaning Service
Q Hoovering Service
Q Dusting Service
Q Laundry Service
Q Ironing Services
Q Bedding Services
Q Kitchen Cleaning

Contact Joanna @ Elena Cleaning Service
Telephone: 07938 462903
Home: 01295 597721

Availability: Monday to Friday

Personal Cleaning Service ~ Hourly Rate: £12/hour
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Village Community Engagement Meeting
Held in The Orchard Barn, Nicholsons on Wednesday January 25th
This Meeting, in which we were joined by our friends from Duns Tew, was held so that we could all catch up with
and comment on the progress of the development of the Plan, and examine the basis of all the Policies that the
Executive and Forum have been formulating over the past 12+ months. The proposed policies fall into four major
categories – Transport and Traffic, Development, Housing and Community Infrastructure. Interesting display boards
gave the outline of all the policies, which when finally adopted, inspected and accepted will form the background in
law to all Planning activity in our area.
Once again, Martin Lipson, Chairman of the Forum, came and guided us through all this and addressed many
pertinent questions in the discussion.
Among these were:
Q

Should we have a Dark Skies Policy? Yes. Rural light pollution needs limiting as much as possible,
though we can do nothing about the existing lights.

Q

Can we actually have measures that limit the traffic volume and speed? Mostly no, because these are
Highways issues, and not CDC Planning. But our concerns are in a document already prepared for discussion
with OCC under our Community Action Plan – more news when it comes. For new developments, there is
scope under S106 obligations (which are focused on site specific mitigation of the impact of development)
to achieve traffic mitigation measures by developers.

Q

Improved Bus Services. This is very much on the Agenda, to prevent further deterioration. However, the
fact is that these services, though vital to some people in our communities, are rather lightly used, and
getting them prioritised is hard.

Q

Poor Condition of our Roads. It’s a problem, with Highways budget cuts. Again, not a Planning matter.
Highways tend not to do anything until ‘the holes are big enough’.

Q

Oxford Overspill. Cherwell was required to find space for nearly 4,500 extra new houses in the next 15
years to accommodate part of Oxford’s housing needs overspill. Sites all over our area were proposed, but
it seems agreed that they will be built around Kidlington, Yarnton & Begbroke.

Q

The role of Dorchester in the MCNP Forum. Dorchester is the majority owner and developer of Heyford
Park, and also a member of our Forum. They proposed the Plan in the first place as a ‘win-win’ solution to
fears and plans for the future. They have funded some of the professional planning advice we have received.
Is there a tension there? Yes and no. In many ways they are very helpful and cooperative. In areas where the
Executive see things which we disagree with, they are saying so. Dorchester has the outline planning
permission, but everyone is watching the detail. Will they apply for permission to build more than the 2,675
houses they are currently developing? They aren’t saying.

Q

Housing outside Heyford Park. What about suitable housing development mix and density outside Heyford
Park? Absolutely. This is a central part of the Forum’s Housing Policies.

Q

Local Green Spaces. We are able to designate these to protect them for the future, with or without the
cooperation of the landowner. So far we have designated none; the Green is already heavily protected.

Q

Ecology and the Environment. Where in our policies do we deal with all the ecological issues surrounding
planning and development? Should not everything be tinged with this issue? The answer is very little, and
the Forum needs to move on that.
Your Forum representatives are:
Chloe Woodhead: cewoodhead@btinternet.com
Kildare BB: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com.
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North Aston

Gardening Club
NAGC members met at the Hazles on the 20th of January
for a drink and nibbles (thank you Chris and David) and a
good dose of gardening chat.
We are, as always looking ahead to the growing season and
making plans for the Flower & Produce Show (Saturday 26th
August - TBC). To give everyone a head start the photographic
competition categories this year are:
1. The Four Elements:
Earth, Air, Fire and Water
This category is open to all, and
needs to comprise a full set of
four photographs):
2. 'Serenity'
This category is open to all and
comprises a single photograph.
3. 'Holiday'
This is for children only, and
needs to be a single photograph.
All the usual rules apply: Photographs have to be unmounted,
no larger than 7x5 inches (18x13cms), not taken before 1st
September 2016 and not previously entered.
We had an explosion of really great photographic entries last
year and it was a real hit with visitors and voters on the day.
There's plenty of time to get inspired and to get snapping.
On the growing front, browsing seed catalogues is a poor
substitute for the real thing, but never fear, spring is just round
the corner. The days are noticeably longer now and there's
already a bit of early seed sowing to be getting on with.
We haven't confirmed the superlative vegetable for the Tuffrey
cup yet but I'll keep you posted. We'll be putting out tubs
and seed potatoes for Spud in a Tub towards the end of March.
In the meantime, enjoy the lull and indulge in fantasies of the
great horticultural possibilities that 2017 might bring!
Good luck and happy gardening.

Lynn

Well, I never!

to discover that, in liquid form, the cyanoacrylates were
capable of sticking together almost anything very quickly,
and so superglues were created.
It was some years later, in 1966, and during the Vietnam war,
that cyanoacrylates were first used in medicine, and there's
no doubt that many lives were saved because of the quickacting nature of the glues. However, while suitable for military
use, standard cyanoacrylates are also skin irritants, and while
this is a small price to pay when faced by a life-threatening
battle wound, they are not suitable for general application ...
so don't try this at home. More recently, alternatives have
been developed that are suitable for medical use, and are
now commonplace, especially in dentistry, orthopaedics and
veterinary use.
So, if you cut yourself in the workshop or kitchen, don't
necessarily be tempted to stick yourself back together again
with superglue ... but getting a small bottle of a medicallyapproved cyanoacrylate could be a good idea.

We all use the stuff, from time to time, but do you ever wonder
where SuperGlue came from? It’s widely believed that the
fast-acting glue was originally created as a battlefield
"dressing" for sealing wounds quickly when urgent medical
attention wasn't possible, but this isn't wholly true.
Cyanoacrylates - superglues - were originally a by-product of
a wartime development project by Harry Coover of Kodak,
who was trying to develop an ultra-clear plastic that might be
suitable for military gun sights. It didn't work, so he set the
formula aside for a few years. He went back to it when he
was looking for a strong,
clear plastic that might be
suitable for aircraft canopies,
but it wasn't much good for
that either ... but he chanced
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All of us have treasures
As I sit at my desk in the Rectory, I have in front of me a poem entitled “The Wise Men of Rhyme”. I’ll be going into
Tackley School with it later today. It tells the story of the Wise Men and how they decided on the gifts they would
take with them as they followed the star to find the infant Jesus in Bethlehem.
The Bible doesn’t actually tell us much about the Wise Men. It doesn’t tell us where they came from (other than
“the East”), or how many of them there actually were, or what their names were, or what jobs they did. It doesn’t
tell us how far they travelled or if they had others with them or where they stayed. But it does tell us this:
“They saw the child with his mother Mary, and bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts.”
And it tells us what the gifts were - gold,
frankincense and myrrh.
The important thing is this: first, they saw Jesus
and worshipped. Next, they opened their
treasures and gave gifts.
All of us have treasures. All of us. We are all rich
one way or another. Some of us have lots of stuff
- material possessions or money. That’s obvious
riches. But some of us have lots of time. That’s a
treasure many people I come across deeply wish
they had. Some of us are very rich in the people
around us - we have really good family and friends.
Not everyone does, and this is a treasure we
should hold dear if it’s ours. Some of us are
fortunate to have a wealth of talents - we’re able
to do lots of things, from music and the creative
arts to sports to cookery to - well, you name it
really. Others feel very poor next to some of these
folk. Some are rich in compassion. Some are the life and soul of every room they walk into. Humour pours out of
some. Love from others. All of us have treasures. All of us.
The thing is, the wise men found that worshipping Jesus turned treasures into gifts. The things they had weren’t
just for themselves anymore. They were to be shared. They were to be given away to help others. True worship
does this: Love God, love people, said Jesus, later in his life. If you really get what faith is about you will do what
you can to share what you have to bless others.
February ends with Shrove Tuesday, and that means that March 1st is the beginning of Lent. Instead of giving up
chocolate this Lent (or biscuits, or coffee or whatever) - why not give up an hour each Sunday and come and
worship with us in church? We are far from perfect, and we get very many things wrong. But we are trying to follow
the example of the wise men - to see Jesus, to worship him, and as we do so to learn how to turn our treasures
into gifts so that we might share what we have to bless others. Please feel free to come along and join us.
I must mention an extra February highlight in the Benefice in closing: On Feb 4th & 5th we have Sophie Cleobury
bringing her Amici Choir from London over to Steeple Aston. They were last here three years ago, and they were
stunning. Don’t miss out! 7.30pm on Saturday 4th, tickets £10 for the concert (proceeds to the Steeple church
building project), available on the door or in advance, and they will also be singing in the 11am service there on
Sunday 5th. Do come along and enjoy the occasion.
Revd Marcus Green
Bible Study happens most Mondays at 2pm in the Rectory. Morning Prayer at St Mary’s will be on Thursday 9th Feb
at 10am. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Beryl
Greenwood, Vicky Taylor, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN JANUARY - FEBRUARY
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday February 5th 2017 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green and
Amici Choir from London

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday February 12th 2017 - Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday February 19th 2017 - Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
9:30 am
Holy Communion
11am Holy Communion
5:30 pm
Revd Marcus Green and
Revd Marcus Green and
Informal Service
Richard Bailey
Richard Bailey
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons
Sunday February 26th 2017 - Last Sunday after the Epiphany
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
with Children’s Church
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Wednesday March 1st 2017 - Ash Wednesday
No Service

No Service

7:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green and
Canon Robin Gibbons

Sunday March 5th 2017 - First Sunday in Lent
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Mervyn Puleston

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Geoffrey Hunter and
Richard Bailey

5:30 pm
Evensong
Canon Robin Gibbons and
Revd Geoffrey Hunter

Families are welcome to all Sunday services within the parish.
Visit the Benefice Website for further information www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics and printed by Nicholsons of North Aston.
You can contact the News and submit content by email: info@north-aston.co.uk. Telephone 01869 347356
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