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The Chairman’s Mark
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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Mark Stay, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 347806
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Beverley Rees, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347434
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
James Taylor, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347888
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Annabel Bevan, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 345153
Email: annabelbevan@hotmail.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email James: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: parkfarmhm@hillcrestcare.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
Website: www.nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Niel Nicholson. Tel (01869) 340342 x202
Email: niel@nicholsons.gb.com
CDC Local Councillor
Bryn Williams, Deddington
Telephone: 07836 271998
Email: Bryn.Williams@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 08453 458 995

With political chaos and economic uncertainty all around us, it
is reassuring that village life carries on. Amazingly, July has arrived
already and with it come the three social events of the summer.
Although the primary reason for the Fête is to raise money, it
might be the only time in the year that you meet your more distant
neighbours, which I think is equally important. If you can't make
the final planning meeting, please let either Kildare or myself
know what you can offer. We also need all hands on deck/village
green at 6.00pm on Friday 15th to put the marquees up.
You will shortly be receiving a leaflet from the Mikron Theatre
Company telling you a bit more about this year's production
'Pure'. Mikron have been consistently good over the years and
their reputation is such that people will come from outside the
village to get their annual fix.
If you want to guarantee a good seat for the above then come
along to the Big Lunch beforehand, when we will also mark the
Queen's 90th birthday. You never know, she might have to start
running the country again - in the absence of anyone else!

Mark

Telephone: 01869 347 806 ~ email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Monday 11 July 7.30pm
Angell Trio piano, violin and cello with Katherine Broderick soprano

Tuesday 4 October 7.30pm
OSJ with Wagner Moreira tenor Latin American songs

Tuesday 15 November 7.30pm
OSJ with Francesca Saracino soprano Mahler & Mendelssohn

Sunday 18 December 7.30pm
OSJ Ashmolean Voices Christmas Carols

Tickets: www.osj.org.uk - 01865 305305
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This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Announcements
Ted Short, BEM
We are delighted to announce that Ted Short was awarded the
British Empire Medal in the Queen’s 90th Birthday Honours last
month, for ‘Services to North Aston’.
These services have been varied and numerous, and include
playing the church organ for over 62 years, being a bell ringer
for over 50 years, running the youth club (when there was one!)
and also keeping the cricket club going for many, many years. He
also supported numerous people in the village when they were
in need, helped children with out-of-hours lessons, was central
to the organising of the the village fête, and was a long-time
Secretary to the PCC.
We offer him our heartfelt congratulations.

Mary Davidson
Jane Durnin
Eddie Hatzigeorgiou
Robert Hite
Rosi Nicholson
Marcus Potts
Colin Rainbow
Eileen West

AGM & Village Meeting

The Village Fête
There will be a final planning meeting for this year’s Village Fête
on Monday 5th July at 7:30pm in the Old Bakery. If you’re able to
help, then please do come along. See elsewhere for further details
of the Fête, and a poster accompanies this edition of the News
which we’d be grateful if you could display prominently. If you
can’t attend the Meeting, then please help in any other way you
can, perhaps by donating items for the tombola, book stall and
White Elephant. Items can be left at the Old Bakery.

Congratulations also to

Clive & Trudy Busby

Harvest Festival
A heads-up for the future, as the date for the Harvest Supper has
been set for Sunday October 2nd. Liz & Niel have kindly agreed
that the Lunch can be staged in the Orchard Barn, and Mary and
Mark will again be organising the preparation of food. Rather
early for taking bookings, so further details next month.

on their wedding anniversary this month

North Aston Organic Beef
James & Vicky are hoping to sell more boxes of their delicious
home-bred beef straight from the farm this summer.
If you would be interested in buying some, please contact
James by emailing jamesfionn@hotmail.com, or phone him
direct on 07979 388066

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery

June 2016

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

The winners of the June draw were:
1st Prize (£10): Judy Davies (#1)
2nd Prize (£5): Dierdre Oakley (#76)

Too busy? Why not try
our Veg Box Scheme?
Fresh 5th
vegetables
Friday November
delivered to you door!

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
We’re into the new year now, and two former number-holders
missed out this month when their luck came up ... but they
hadn’t paid their subs. It’s not too late to enter, so please give
it a go! It’s a very worthy cause, raising funds for the village but
offering a really excellent chance of winning as well - better
than the lottery! To renew or reserve your number, please
contact Norman (340368).
Thanks for your support.

Saturday November 6th

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702
visit the website at:

www.northastonorganics.co.uk
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Saturday July 16th 2016
Gates open 2:00. Fête closes 4:30pm
The Village urgently needs your help!
The annual Village Fête is only a few weeks away, and we need to get everything in hand
very soon. We need generous donations of items for all the main stalls, including White
Elephant, Raffle, Tombola, the Book Stall and, nearer the day, Cakes & Produce:
Adult Tombola
Bottles, cans, tins and other suitable goods - all within sell-by date please!
Children’s Tombola
Small toys (new only), soft drinks (named brands) & packets or bags of sweets.
White Elephant Stall
Items in excellent, as-new sellable condition, or of antique or collectable interest.
BookStall
Books in tidy, readable condition, hardback or paperback.
Also DVDs, CD’s & Computer Games - no videos please.
Raffle Prizes
Brand new or very special items, as well as gifts, promises or services!
Cakes & Produce
Home-baked cakes, scones & biscuits, home-grown flowers, vegetables & fruit.
Please deliver these to the marquee on the day. Thankyou!
Other items can be dropped off at The Old Bakery.

We also need . . .
Gazebos, Awnings, Tables & Chairs
If you have an garden gazebo, small marquee or anything similarly weatherproof (just in
case!) that we could borrow for the day, as well as garden chairs & tables, please bring
them along to the Green on the Saturday morning.

Games & Attractions
All the ever-popular stalls and attractions will be included. We will need volunteers not
only to help man the stalls on the day, but also to help with setting up on the Friday
evening. Please do put your name forward ... it’s all in a good cause!

Volunteers needed to help on the day!
340200 or email: info@north-aston.co.uk
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North Aston
Nature
Notes
With Stephen Rees

oblivious to me. I stood there for a while, then it must have of
smelt me, because it suddenly jumped up and ran for a couple
of hundred yards before turning around and looking at me,
before heading into Rams Spinney. Very amusing!
On a sadder note, we had a red leg partridge make a nest up
at the allotments. She lay a clutch of eggs and started to
incubate them last month,which was a really good thing to
see, as we have very few partridge on the farm. Unfortunately
the nest and hen bird were later destroyed, but I suppose
that's nature.

June was an interesting month. We were able to get out a bit
more, with both good and not so good things to tell you about.
Just on the edge of one of the flood meadows, in the long
grass and buttercups, on the 6th of June, a roe doe dropped
her fawn. As I was walking along the edge of the field she
leapt up, but only ran twenty yards away. She then started to
prance up and down in a very irate fashion, so I walked quickly
away. I stopped after a couple of hundred yards to watch
through binoculars, and she went directly back and stood
over her fawn. A few minutes later another roe doe entered
the field, and the first then charged at it, head down, and ran
it right out of the field. I walked back home and got my camera,
then walked all the way back. I went slowly along the edge of
the field, but she got very agitated and started to run up and
down again, so I left the field and her to it.

The main thing that I have noticed in the fields, and amongst
the grass, is flipping slugs. They’re everywhere! Big long brown
ones in the fields and horrible, fat, slimy ones in our garden.
I’m trying to grow big carrots for the Flower & Produce Show,
but the snails and slugs are doing my head in.
Hey ho, more next month ...

On the 1st of June Wendy found a bee orchid near one of the
streams. We went to see it every night after work and saw it
come into flower, get lovely strong heads and then slowly die
back. There are a few about but it was a great find. Jeremy
said he has seen a few others, and also a some of the more
common small white orchids on the farm.
Another nice and noteworthy item: On the 7th of June I had a
day off work, and went for a walk with Penny in the field just
below us. I went over to the big oak in the middle of the field
to look for owl pellets, and in the long grass under the tree
there was a fox curled up in a tight ball, fast asleep and totally

Employer of the Year

mentor new employees and help to train them. It also
recognises the support Nicholsons provides through training
programmes, as well as their community outreach projects.
“The judges told us that we were selected as we go “the extra
mile" by developing individuals through training and charity
work.” This year’s projects include building a Forest School
woodland in the challenging community of Rose Hill and
supporting Blackbird Leys primary schools in winning Gold
at the Blenheim Palace Flower Show. “We were also able to
fund a school improvement project in Kenya with a team of
six young men and women from Nicholsons.”
Nicholsons currently employs 90 staff members from North
Aston and other local villages. “We are constantly grateful for
the support the village gives to our activities,” added Liz.
Front Cover. This month’s photo shows an artist at work in the
grounds of the old manor at Minster Lovell. Another North Aston
business ‘going places’ is Isobel Lewis’s Explore Oxford Tours,
which branches out across the region to go “Cotswold Exploring”
from this summer. www.cotswoldexploring.co.uk.

Congratulations to Nicholson Nurseries on winning "Employer
of the Year" at the 2016 Cherwell Business Awards.
The announcement was made at an awards ceremony in late
May. The competition was tough, with the nursery up against
JLD Driver Training Ltd in the final, so Liz and Niel were
justifiably proud to emerge as the winners. “This is a
celebration of all that we do at Nicholsons to foster a company
that tries to balance hard work against personal development
and opportunity,” said Liz.

Classifieds
House/Dog Sitter Wanted
A mature lady is sought who would be prepared to do occasional
house/dog sitting in North Aston. No dog walking required; just
preparing and giving regular feeds and keeping the animals
company. Good rate of pay.
Telephone 01869347210 for further details.

The award recognises the overall structure of the company
as well as the individual relationships between various teammembers, particularly where experienced staff members
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This year’s meeting consisted of an introduction by the CDC
Chairman, an update by Barry Wood the Leader of CDC and
three presentations during the evening.
The first was from the Plunkett Foundation that supports
people and community co-operatives who wish to own and
run local pubs, shops and other facilities. This was a
fascinating insight into the foundation and explained the vast
number of initiatives they have supported over the years and
more importantly how successful they have been in keeping
communities alive and thriving throughout the UK.
The second presentation was by members of the Planning
Enforcement team; a topic which affects us all within rural
communities and certainly generated the most interest and
questions from the floor during the evening.

First of all I’d like to thank everyone who voted for us from
North Aston. As I’m sure you’re aware, all three Conservative
candidates were elected to represent the expanded
Deddington Ward, which now includes the Astons and several
other parishes to the east and west of what used to be the
Deddington Ward.

The third and final presentation was by CDC’s Online and IT
department. It was interesting to note that they are intending
to update and improve CDC’s current website, as many have
conveyed their frustrations at navigating and finding relevant
information contained within the site, therefore rest assured
this will be improved within the comings months.

The three councillors are Hugo Brown, Mike Kerford-Byres
and myself Bryn Williams. We are still evaluating the most
effective way of representing you at Cherwell District Council
but at present our thoughts are that Mike will be the first point
of contact for the east of the ward, myself centrally and Hugo
for the west. We shall all endeavour to attend as many parish
council meetings across the ward in order to introduce
ourselves to parishioners and councilors alike, ensuring that
everyone knows whom to contact should their first point of
contact be away or busy.

Should anyone be interested in learning more about the above,
I have a printed PowerPoint presentation of the evening which
I can share with interested parties. I also believe that it’s on
the CDC website as well.
We intend to alternate our updates between the three of us
as we don’t want it becoming too monotonous or tedious to
read, and you’ll get a different angle each month. We’ll
endeavour to keep you informed of what’s going on at CDC
and how it affects you as our electorate, and if you have any
specific questions then please feel free to get in touch.

Since the election there have been a number of meetings at
CDC. A full council meeting where councillors were allocated
to committees was the first and most important in setting out
what is expected of them during their term at CDC. I attended
the Parish Liaison Meeting on 8th June. This is always a
worthwhile meeting to attend as it allows parish councillors
to ask specific questions of CDC and also allows CDC to
inform parish councils of their progress on important matters
that affect parishioners across the district.

We are here to represent you and ensure that Cherwell
remains one of the best places to live in the UK. Thanks
again for your support.
Bryn Williams
Email: bryn.williams@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
The Mikron Theatre travels the country aboard the converted
narrowboat Tyseley, and will be performing at other venues in
the area both before and after their visit to North Aston. You
can catch a performance of their alternative production, Canary
Girls, by checking the website: www.mikron.org.uk.
The story so far ...
Kreation Foods are the Big Cheese of Food Manufacturing,
and they have big plans.
With all due razzmatazz they are about to re-launch the
nation’s one time favourite chocolate bar “Plumstead’s Pure”.
For Head of Marketing, Theresa, this is a delicious moment,
but for idealistic trainee Faye the whole event is in bad taste.
Cut to 150 years in the past and the pioneers of chocolate
are fighting other battles. John Jordan has discovered a
revolutionary way to make chocolate, but can he persuade
his tight-fisted landlord, Darius Sanguine, to finance his bold
idea?
Join Mikron and devour a story of many flavours – both from
the past and in the present. If a business is big does it really
have to be bad? Does success always have a sweet smell?.

Mikron Theatre Company returns to the village this month for
a performance of their new show, Pure - a boxed confection
of nutty praline, creamy centres and bittersweet darkness.
Last year’s production on the Village Green was a great
success, drawing in enthusiastic support from surrounding
villages, as well as here in North Aston. The marquees will be
erected and refreshments will be available. Bring your own
chairs or a blanket, a picnic, and a be prepared for a
memorable afternoon!

Saturday July 31st - Starts 3:00 pm.
Village Green. No tickets required.
Cash collection after the show.
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would have otherwise been refused.
The current planning application seeks to significantly extend
this. The result will be a move towards something more akin
to a garden centre than a rural plant nursery. The intensification
of the retail use of the site will alter the character of North
Aston and will very significantly increase traffic movements
through the village.

It has been a few months since I last ran a contribution for
the “Comment” feature, but this has arrived in my in-box …

Developing the Nursery

If planning consent is given without significant planning
conditions restricting the type of goods and retail area, in
future it may be very difficult to prevent over-development of
the whole site as either a full blown garden centre or other
uses such as housing. Whilst the operator is very well thought
of locally and is likely to try to minimise the impact of the
developments, the site may change hands in the future. It will
be in the interest of many residents to raise these points with
the Local Planning Authority at Cherwell District Council,
quoting the application reference no. 16/00925/F.

Nicholsons Nurseries has applied to the local planning
authority1 for permission to construct a 540 sq ft kitchen/wc
building, a 1,200 sq ft café, half an acre of hardcore yard area
and extra car parking areas. Also it is proposed to roof over a
courtyard area in the Plant Centre to double the amount of
existing internal retail space and build a 2,000 sq ft walkway
that may be used for further internal retail space (although
this is unclear from the plans).
Some North Aston residents are objecting because they think
the plans represent a very significant change which may in
future have profound implications for the character of the village,
and most of the current application appears to be contrary to
the Cherwell Local Plan.

While the consultation period has now formally ended,
submissions made within the next week or two will still be
considered by the planning officer.

In a previous planning consent in 2006 the amount of goods
and floor space for non-plant sales was limited. That permission
was only given because of special circumstances that overrode
the normal planning policy considerations at the time, which

You can either send an email to: planning@cherwell-dc.go.uk,
or write to: The Planning Department, Cherwell District
Council, Bodicote House, Bodicote, Banbury, OX15 4AA.

From Thames Valley Police

The Road to Rio

1 (Ref:

16/00925/F – documents at www.cherwell.gov.uk/planning)

Anyone from NA making the trip to the Olympic Games in
Brazil? The games begin on 6th August, and tickets can now
be purchased through the Rio 2016 ticket offices. If you are,
then please be sure to order your tickets through legitimate
outlets, as some tickets are not only being advertised at
inflated prices, but there’s also a risk they may be counterfeit.
Anyone trying to use a counterfeit ticket will be refused entry.
To protect yourself, the list of authorised sellers has been
published on the official website and provides a list of trusted
resellers; this can be found at www.rio2016.com. Equally,
tickets purchased that are no longer needed can be sold
through the Rio 2016 website for a 100% reimbursement of
the amount paid if the tickets are resold.
If you have been affected by these, or any other kind of scam,
report it to Action Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040, or visiting
www.actionfraud.police.uk.

More messages from TVP and Action Fraud this month ...

Counterfeit Cheques
Here’s a scam involving fake cheques. Payment is received
by cheque for goods or services, but it has a higher ‘value’
than expected. Shortly afterwards, a request for a refund of
the difference arrives, usually suggesting bank transfer or a
money transfer service. Once the ‘refund’ has been provided,
surprise surprise, the cheque ‘bounces’.
There has seen an increase of 84% in the number of counterfeit
cheque frauds reported since November 2015, with criminals
targeting a wide range of services and high-value items. The
average requested refund is nearly £2000.
Pressure tactics are used to persuade victims to refund the
amounts prior to the cheques clearing, but the answer is
always to wait for funds to clear before supplying a refund or
even despatching the goods.

More Announcements

Design Competition for Children
Thames Valley Police is launching a competition for
youngsters to design a livery for one of their Neighbourhood
Policing patrol cars. The competition is open to anyone under
18, and the winner will not only get their artwork printed onto
the car and a certificate presented at our Force Open Day on
Saturday 6 August, but also a day out with Roads Policing!
The competition is running on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and email – so there are several ways to submit an entry.
First, download the outline PDF of the Vauxhall Corsa from
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/corsa_car.pdf, print it out (or
import to a colouring program) and create your design. Then
email the image to Corporate Communications at TVP, post
it to TVP’s Facebook page, tweet it to @ThamesVP, or send
it via Instagram to @ThamesValleyPolice.
The design will also be published as part of TVP’s competition
Facebook album. Entries must be in by midday on 8 July.

Big Lunch for the Queen!
Don’t forget that we will be celebrating the Queen’s 90th Birthday
with a Big Lunch on the Green on on Sunday 31st July, ahead of
the Mikron Theatre Company’s performance of ‘Pure’.
Gather on the Green at 12:30 for a welcome drink! Bring your
own main course, cutlery, glasses, a bottle or two, and a yummy
dessert ‘to share’. The more the merrier.
Volunteers needed on Saturday @5:30 pm to erect the marquees.

Broadband Update
The latest information from the Better Broadband Oxfordshire
website suggests that the schedule for North Aston has slipped
by several months, and the expected delivery of fibre optic
broadband now looks set for December 2016. Further details on
the website, or you can email: broadband@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
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North Aston

Gardening Club

The inaugural Buckingham Literary Festival is taking
place this month, and some of the leading names in
television, radio, journalism and the literary world will be
taking part, including:

The summer solstice has been and gone, and it is tempting
to lament the passing of summer with it. The weather
forecaster on the radio today said that it would be 'autumnal'
(I am writing on the 28th of June). To top if off, gardeners in
North Aston find themselves under attack: endless rain, raging
potato blight, triffid-like weeds, slugs, rabbits, partridges and
pigeons : will there be anything left to harvest?

Louis de Bernieres, Saul David, Will Gompertz,
Rebecca Fraser, Oliver James, Sharon Bolton,
The Wimpy Kid Show, Rebecca Thornton,
Sinclair McKay, Tim Lott, Benet Brandreth,
Leigh Russell, Barry Forshaw, Victor Sebestyen,
AJ Mackenzie, Oscar de Muriel, Mark Mills,
Howard Linksey, Anthony Glees, Kate Griffin,
Judith Allnatt, Tony Webster & John Clarke.

Horticultural fortresses have been popping up at the plots
with yards and yards of netting and wire as we do our best to
defend our crops. On the plus side, the wet weather has kept
the grass green, and the growth luxuriant. Brassicas on the
allotment (under net and cage) are looking especially good.

Friday 1 July 1.00 pm – 8.30 pm
Saturday 2 July 10.00 am – 8.30 pm
Sunday 3 July 10.00 am – 1.00 pm

With hopes of sunnier weather in July, my thoughts turn to
this year's Flower & Produce Show on Saturday the 27th of
August. A copy of the Entry Form will be circulated with the
newsletter. Extra forms can be obtained by getting in touch
with me (Nether Cottage). Alternatively you can drop me an
email (lsquek@doctors.org.uk) for an electronic version.

All Sessions take place in the Radcliffe Centre, Church
Street, Buckingham apart from ‘The Flora Thompson
Collection’ which will be staged at The Old Gaol. Free Car
Parking is available at the University of Buckingham.

Submit your forms and fees to Nether Cottage by 6pm on
Sunday 21st of August as there is quite a lot of behind-thescenes preparation that needs to be done before the 28th.
Then all you need to do is polish your veg and blooms, label
your jam jars and bake those cakes and bring them to the
village green on the morning of the 28th of August before 11am
to set out your exhibits. Judging of cookery classes by our
invited guest judge begins promptly at 12 noon, followed by
the opening of the show to the public from 2pm.

Tickets can be bought by going to the website at
www.bucklitfest.org, by visiting the Buckingham
University Bookshop, or by calling 01280 820365

Beware the Giant

Hogweed

This year, we will be awarding a Junior Cup to the young
exhibitor who wins the most 1st prizes, so if you are aged 16
or under, we especially want to encourage you to take part.
Youngsters can enter the special children's classes or any of
the other open classes.

While on a horticultural theme, I am reminded that this is the
time of year when the Hogweeds start to thrive. I have started
to detect the distinct aroma of Giant Hogweed, or its close
relative, the Hemlock, on my walks through the woods
recently, although the plants themselves are not yet fully
developed.
Giant Hogweed (as opposed to the regular and much smaller
‘standard’ Hogweed) is notoriously phototoxic. Even a chance
brushing on bare skin, combined with bright sunlight, can
cause severe blistering and intense pain. If you are ‘stung’,
then cover the affected area with a dark cloth and head
immediately for home, avoiding exposure to light, and wash
with mild soap and water. Normal Hogweed, which is relatively
harmless and actually quite good to eat, rarely exceeds seven
feet and the hairy stems don’t have the blotchy purplish marks
that help to define the Giant.
The stems of Hemlock, on the other hand, are rosy pink at
the base shading up to pale green, hairless and smooth, and
covered in fine splatterings of deep red spots and short reddish
stripes. The flower umbrels are small and dainty and the leaves
fern-like. If you encounter this one, just leave well alone. It is
one of our most poisonous native plants, and ingesting even
a small amount (especially seeds or parts of the root) can be
fatal, starting with paralysis and followed by respiratory failure.
Leave that one to the experts.

Don't forget to bring along your sunflower (plenty of time for
them to put on more height between now and the show) and
your spud-in-a-tub for the big weigh-in. In the meantime, happy
gardening!

Lynn

Nether Cottage. Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk

Classifieds
Deddington Farmers’ Market
The monthly Farmers’ Market in Deddington takes place every
4th Saturday from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. This month’s market will
be on 23rd July, and North Aston Organics will have a stall.

Antiques & Collectables!
We are always looking for interesting items to add to our stock
of antiques & collectables. If you’re moving, having a clear-out
or trying to ‘de-clutter’ your home, then please give us a call or
drop us an email. We’d be pleased to have a look and offer a fair
price. Old School Antiques.
Telephone: 347356 or email sales@oldschoolantiques.co.uk.
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Hurt beyond words?
As I sit to write this month’s article, my Facebook feed is overflowing with updates about the Referendum result.
The BBC news page is running live updates on the political turmoil which is becoming our new normal.
It seems we have asked to live in interesting times, and God has granted our request.
It’s very easy to look for someone to blame, and it’s even easier to feel enormous anger as the days pass. On both
sides: it was, after all, a very close call, and perhaps that reveals how fractured we are as a society (rather than the
Result suddenly creating brokenness).
Through history, the Church is always
supposed to be a place of healing and
unity in a broken world. Often it has
failed this test. But right now, I pray
we might actually be this force in our
community, because heaven knows
it’s needed.
Jesus says: Love God, love your
neighbour, and by the way - love your
enemy. Any questions?
Yes Lord - have you any idea what my
neighbour has just done? Have you any
idea what you are asking?
Jesus says: I have every idea. I’m
asking you to love someone who has
disagreed with you, and who still
does.
Lord, you have no idea. They have
hurt me beyond words. They have
hurt my country. We live in the same
place, but we are not neighbours.
Jesus pauses, and very quietly adds: Have they whipped you, nailed you to a cross, pushed thorns into your head
and laughed as they watched you die? That kind of “hurt beyond words”? Because when they did that to me, I
prayed for their forgiveness. So, honestly, I’m only asking you to do what I did. In the end, if you can’t love, things
will never get better.
And if you can - well, trust me - you can change the world.
It may or may not be our job to change the world. But it is our job to change North Aston. It is all of our job to love
each other especially when we disagree. My prayer is that an event like this month’s Fête on July 16th will be a very
special celebration of all of us coming together to show that wherever we stood on the Referendum, and wherever
we think things will now go, we will stand together and care for each other here in this place. And I am delighted
that our church in our village gets to be a beacon of light shining out this message of hope. I pray it will help and
inspire us all.
Speaking of inspiring us, I am delighted that my predecessor Revd Mark Clavier is back in North Aston at the end of
July. We have a United Benefice Service on July 31st at 10.30am, and Mark will be taking the service that day. Do
come and welcome him back to the village!
Revd Marcus Green
Morning Prayer in July will be on Thursday July 7th when we will be joined by the Woodstock Deanery Clergy; more
news can always be found on our website, www.sntchurch.com
Any comments about the above are very welcome. More news is always available on our website: www.sntchurch.com
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 340 903
You can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com (tel: 338 434) or Annabel: annabelbevan@hotmail.com (tel: 345153)
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Richard Bailey, Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Beryl
Greenwood, Vicky Taylor, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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PARISH WORSHIP IN JUL
Y-AUGUST 2016
JULY
NORTH ASTON

STEEPLE ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday July 3r
d - Seventh Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
3rd
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service & Baptism
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday July 10th - Eighth Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
9:30 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Family Service
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday July 17th - Ninth Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Informal Service & Baptism
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday July 24th - T
enth Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
Tenth
9:30 am
Morning Prayer
Revd Marcus Green and
Richard Bailey

11:00 am
Holy Communion
with Children’s Church
Revd Marcus Green and
Richard Bailey

5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Revd Marcus Green

Sunday July 31st - Eleventh Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
10:30 am
United Benefice Celebration
Revd Mark Clavier

No Service

No Service

Sunday A
ugust 7th - T
welfth Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
August
Twelfth
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Revd Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Revd Marcus Green

Families are welcome to all Sunday services.
Visit the Benefice Website for further information www.sntchurch.com

North Aston News
The North Aston News is designed and produced by CMC Graphics and printed by Nicholsons of North Aston.
You can contact the News and submit content by email: info@north-aston.co.uk. Telephone 01869 347356
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