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Your Village Chairman
AUGUST 2014, No: 286
Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Beverley Rees, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347434
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
James Taylor, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347888
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
Email james: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: farmhousehm@hillcrestcare.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
Website: www.nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Marcus Potts. Tel (01869) 347365
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 08453 458 995

Our Village Fête
What a great and energetic day it was, hurried along by the threat of dreadful
thunderstorms, which in the event broke all around us, but only made us damp for
one short while. I think we did it better this year than last, and if we didn’t get quite so
many visitors because of the weather, they spent as much, and our net profit should
be a little up on last year. Full details elsewhere in the News, and more to follow next
month after the Village Meeting.
So many people again put in so much work, none more than John Harvey-Lee, who
had been preparing his new “Wild Aston” game for months, and which now joins all
his others as North Aston’s unique contribution to Fête Fun. Thank you to him and to
everyone who helped make it all such a great success.
Bees & Chemicals.
Last month we discussed Syngenta’s outrageous application for a temporary lifting of
the EU ban on neonicotinoids to treat oil seed rape. 220,000 of us signed a petition
opposing it, and Syngenta withdrew the application.
As the Soil Association said: Bees 1, Syngenta 0.
Heyford Park and the proposed Neighbourhood Plan
There has again been quite a lot of activity, and all this will be reported to the Village
Meeting on August 7th (7:30 in the Bakery). Happily there are, within our neighbouring
parishes, quite a lot of very well-informed people involved, who have detailed, almost
professional, knowledge of local government and planning law – so we are absolutely
not alone in this. We’re in this together, and ‘It’s Better Together’.
World War I
We are not planning any event to commemorate the start of hostilities 100 years ago on
August 4th, but we should absolutely not forget it. Perhaps 16 Million people died in 4
years as a result of the War, and every community and every family in so many
countries were directly affected. We don’t have a War Memorial, and I wonder whether
we should think about that. Something different and enduring, to remind us never to
go through that madness again.
August Events
Just when you think that everything has gone quiet and everyone has gone on holiday,
for those of us left behind we not only have the Village Meeting, we have the Mikron
Theatre at Nicholson’s Barn on Tuesday the 19th August and our excellent Flower &
Produce Show on Saturday 30th. See you there, I hope.

Kildare

If you have any suggestions about Village life, please do call or email me..

Telephone: 01869 340 200 ~ email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

The lucky winners of this month’s draw are:
First Prize (£25): C Busby (#118)
Second Prize (£5): N Graham (#97)

Many former members have still not renewed their subscriptions
for this year. This is your last chance! Please hand in your forms
and payment to Norman as soon as possible! Call him on 340368.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS
Thea Bourke-Borrowes
Freya Stay

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Lady Mayo
Dear Sir
The Editor very kindly put in an announcement about my book
‘Lady Mayo’s Garden’ in the June edition of the News. I was
flattered and pleased. In it he mentioned the accompanying
website www.lady-mayo-garden.co.uk. What he didn’t mention
(of course) was that this lovely website was entirely devised,
designed and launched by him, wearing his designer hat at
CMC Graphics. If any reader needs a website designed, they
need look no further than www.cmcgraphics.co.uk. I hugely
recommend it. ‘Made in North Aston’.
Yours faithfully, Kildare B Borrowes

Village Meeting Agenda
There will be a Village Meeting on Thursday August 7th,
starting at 7:30 pm in The Old Bakery

Thank you Kildare. I should add that, since its publication
Kildare’s book has met with considerable favour, and collected
several generous and very complimentary reviews in a number
of newspapers, including the Telegraph. I believe Amazon
also ran out of stock fairly swiftly, although copies are available
again once more.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
1.
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VILLAGE MEETING
Welcome and Minutes of Last Meeting
Treasurer’s Report
Broadband
Heyford Park/Dorchester/Neighbourhood Plan
2 new working party members needed
Any other business
VILLAGE FUND
Welcome and Minutes of Last Meeting
Treasurer’s Report
Report on The Village Fete (19.07) and
the Big Lunch (20.07)
Fete date for 2015 – July 18th?
The Fountain lettering
New Picnic Bench for the Green
A War Memorial?
Speedwatch Programme with Thames Valley Police
Any other business
Date for next Meeting

Please come along if you wish to be involved in any of these
discussions, and if you have other matters you’d like to raise,
please email chair@north-aston.co.uk as soon as possible.

Announcements
Fulton Found
A smart black Fulton umbrella was found on the Green after the
Fête. If this is yours, or you know who might own it, please contact
Kildare: 340200.

North Aston 100 Club
Renewals for the 100 Club have been disappointing this year.
This may simply be an oversight, and if that includes you, then
please contact Norman West as soon as possible to secure your
number. This charitable club raises a modest amount of money
for village funds every year, but the chances of winning are far
better than they are for the lottery. Give it a go! Speak to Norman
if you see him, or telephone 340368.
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Mikron Theatre’s farm-fresh, full-fat, fair-trade Fable
adventure and invention of a Hollywood block-buster with
some real questions about what we do to the food we eat.
It’s also fun and chock full of music and humour. What's not
to like?”
Mikron, who have been producing their unique brand of theatre
for 43 years, tour throughout England by narrowboat, travelling
along canals and rivers, and mooring up at canal-side
venues; pubs, village halls, marinas and dry docks. The
cast of four unpack set, props, costumes, musical
instruments and lights, and as the audience gather, conjure
up a variety of characters, stories and songs, transporting
the audience all around the globe.
Till the Cows Come Home will tour nationally playing a variety
of venues from April until October, details are on Mikron’s
website www.mikron.org.uk.

Harvey Granelli is fed up of working for Thistledale Council.
He followed his miserable mother into local government, but
he has more in common with his Italian father – part-time
playboy and one-time ice-cream maker, Romeo.
Inspired by a dream, Harvey finally finds the courage to follow
his heart. But when he whips up a gelato from Papa Granelli’s
recipe book it just doesn’t taste the same. Times have
changed; the way our food is produced has changed…
Harvey now has a choice. He can make an inferior product,
or he can source the very best ingredients and make the
finest ice-cream in the world. His quest will take him to the
corners of the earth – from Thistledale to Tuscany: from
Bridlington to Brazil.
But can Harvey really recreate a taste from the past? Will he
return in time to prevent his faithful girlfriend Maud
surrendering to the charms of another man? And why is he
being followed?
Till the Cows Come Home explores modern food production,
alongside the growth of the Slow Food movement and
consumer awareness. Like all of Mikron’s shows it does
this at a cracking pace, with plenty of humour, live music and
memorable characters.
Olwen May who directs Till the Cows Come Home, joins
Mikron for the first time this year, she says, “The company
has such a rich history of creating theatre in non traditional
theatre spaces. It’s everything I feel theatre should be accessible, adventurous and with a passion to ask questions
of the world we live in. Till The Cows Come Home has all the

Till the Cows Come Home can be seen:
On: Tuesday 19th August at 7pm. At: The Barn, The Park, North Ashton, Oxfordshire, OX25 6HL
Tickets: £9.00 on the door.
For more information: 01869 340342 ext 207 and ask to speak to Julie, or 07740794386
This is an outdoor show, although there will be shelter available in case of wet weather, please dress appropriately
for a British summer’s evening. We suggest sunscreen, sunglasses, waterproofs, wellies and blankets!
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North Aston

Upcoming Events
Village Meeting

Gardening Club

Thursday 7th August, 7:30pm, The Old Bakery

Fairport Reunion
The annual Fairport Convention reunion concert takes place over
the long weekend of August 7th, 8th and 9th with headline acts
including Steve Hackett, Al Stewart, Marillion, Richard Digence
and, of course, Fairport themselves. See website for ticket details
and more information: www.fairportconvention.com

As if you needed reminding, this year's Flower & Produce
Show will be on Saturday the 30th of August.
I hope as many people from the village will take part either by
entering show items, or simply by coming along and voting
for your favourite entries. As always, teas and homebaked
goodies will be available.
All entry forms and entry fees should be handed in to Chris
Hazle's at 19 The Green, or Lynn Quek's at Nether Cottage
by 8pm Friday the 22nd.
For competitors, simply bring your exhibit to the show
marquees on the day between 10am and 12noon. Paper plates
will be supplied (there is no need to pick these up earlier:
despite what it says on the entry form). Spare entry forms are
available from Lynn: just call in at Nether Cottage.
We will be meeting at Chris and David Hazle's at 8pm on
Wednesday the 13th of August to finalise arrangements for
the show. Please do come to the meeting if you can help:
we need volunteers to ensure another successful show this
year. All donations of homebaked cakes, traybakes and
biscuits for refreshments on the day will be gratefully received!
Lynn

Gardening Club
Wednesday 13th August, 8:00 pm, 19 The Green.

Mikron Theatre - The Park
The Mikron Theatre Company returns to North Aston for the third
year with a performance of Till the Cows Come Home on Tuesday
August 19th at 7:00 pm in The Barn, Nicholsons. Tickets £9 on
the door. Call 340342 x207 and speak to Julie for more
information or to reserve tickets. More info elsewhere ...

Deddington Farmers’ Market
The traditional Farmers’ Market in Deddington takes place every
4th Saturday of the month. This month’s will be on 23rd August.

Flower & Produce Show
This year’s F&PS takes place on Saturday 30th August on the
Green. See NA Gardening Club for further details.

Road Works
By the time you receive this the resurfacing work on Station
Road in Lower Heyford, and up the hill to The Holt, should have
been completed. Similarly, the work through the base at Upper
Heyford, and also the on-going work between the Ardley
incinerator and Middleton Stoney should also be nearing their
end. So too the new traffic lights in Bodicote, scheduled to be up
and running by 13th August - and a huge sigh of relief all round.
Work is under way on the new development along Banbury Road
by Home Farm in Bicester, for anyone using that route to or from
the town. That will be a regular hindrance until October, as will
work near the M40 junction on the A41 at Wendlebury. Thankfully,
nothing major scheduled nearer to home, although the Middle
Aston Lane looks in danger of a complete breakup.

RESULTS
The breakdown of takings at the Fête is shown below
and should be of interest to all those involved. The item
marked as “Other Float” refers to a sum of £105.58 which
was collected but has not been allocated to a specific
stall, so someone will be showing up light on their
takings! If you think that might have been you, then hold
your hand up - or head, if you feel proud. (Could it be the
Clothes Peg Challenge? Ed)
Some ‘costs’ still need to be accounted for, so the total
may reduce a little, but this will be clarified as part of
the Minutes from the August Village Meeting.
Gate 1
Gate 2
Bar
Refreshments
Raffle
Tombola
Tombola - Children’s
White Elephant
Cakes
Vegetable Stall
Ice Cream
Books
Sweets in a Jar
Name the Teddy
Bowling
Wild Aston
William Tell
Seals of Approval

£166.00
£181.00
£226.72
£267.70
£117.70
£258.50
£73.60
£136.40
£132.80
£90.00
£108.14
£128.50
£11.00
£13.35
£44.00
£22.50
£48.50
£46.62

Pirate Cannon
Pheasants Revenge
Whack the Rat
Goalie
Wellie Wanging
Loom Bands
Jousting
BBQ
Messy Play Area
Clothes Pegs
Sweet Seller
Merry-go-round
Ken Hanley Donation
Japanese Students
Other Float
Brass Band
TOTAL:

£23.95
£15.50
£27.70
£24.95
£49.90
£13.35
£31.19
£469.00
£11.00
£0.00
£30.00
£10.00
£100.00
£47.00
£105.58
-£70.00

24 Hours a day... 7 Days a week... 365 Days a year

Your Local Expert Plumbing
& Drainage Service
• All Emergency Plumbing • All Drainage & Blockages •
• No Call Out Charge • Pre-fixed Prices • Work Guaranteed •

Jon Parker
CALL FREEPHONE 0800 015 4767
Tel: 01869 879805 - Mobile - 07540 018295
E: draindoctor123@yahoo.com
W: www.draindoctoroxford.co.uk

£2,962.15
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July - August 2014
Continuing our series that looks at what’s happening on the
land around the village, this month we have submissions from
James of North Aston Farms, Liz from the Nursery and Mark
of North Aston Organics.

North Aston Farm

I always look forward to the start of the local cereal harvest
as it means all the Wood Pigeons that have been molesting
our young plants in Mill Field transfer to the arable fields to
gorge on all the spilt grain. After that they move on to the
young Oil Seed Rape plants (a member of the Brassica family,
their preferred vegetable) and we don’t see them again until
mid November when they would strip our Brussels and Purple
Sprouting Broccoli if we did not cover them.

Wow – will the grass ever stop growing? Usually it is great to
have lots of grass but we are pretty understocked with animals
at the moment so it feels like we have been cutting and
wrapping bales for ever. One big problem we have had this
year is bird damage to the silage bales in the field. In some
fields nearly every bale had been pecked which is quite
dispiriting. As soon as air enters the bales the silage will
start to decompose and moulds can form. The cost of the
plastic alone for each bale is about £2.00 so the pesky rooks
are a real nuisance. We have had to buy expensive patches
to stick over the holes but only time will tell what the long
term damage will be!

Interestingly, the pigeons around Beesleys Close in the village
are not tempted by the ripe barley, oats and wheat and remain
in residence and so we have to keep the unsightly covers on
the Calabrese we grow in the market garden from planting to
harvest! We also have to put fine mesh covers over the carrots
and parsnips to keep off the Carrot Root Fly, for which beastie
there does not appear to be any effective predator or parasite.

We are about to get a new South Devon bull to put with our
retained heifers. We used to have Gareth the Angus bull but
he had become a bit of a handful and would quite happily
leave the herd of cattle we had left him with and go off in
search of other more interesting cows around the farm - leaving
a trail of broken fences in his wake. The South Devons are so
much gentler!

Hey, ho - back to the watering.

We have had a torrid time with our sheep this last month. The
lambs seem to have picked up an unidentifiable bug which
has given them a nasty scour and caused them to lose rapid
condition. Despite many faecal tests and more than one post
mortem the vets cannot put their finger on the cause. We
have wormed them and sprayed them to protect them from
the dreaded blowfly and moved them to fresh pasture.
Thankfully some of them seem to be improving.

North Aston Organics

Mark

Nicholsons
Life is good on the nursery and out in our gardens. We are all
enjoying working in the sun following the last two challenging
summers.
The early spring gave us a cracking start to the growing season
and all the grass and borders grew with such English garden
abundance but the recent arid conditions have challenged
this lush growth and now we are facing plants really struggling
to keep up with the rapid water loss. A few interesting
thunderstorms have certainly helped a little but as we all know,
most of that rain (30 mm in 45 minutes) missed our soil all
together and shot off down the village, racing past the Lodge
in torrents ...

The barley and pea mix has been cut, baled and wrapped
and I thought that this would be some good winter forage.
The expected poppies did not arrive but charlock did – in
profusion in Upper Field making it look more like a field of oil
seed rape than barley - and now I have read that charlock
seed is toxic to livestock ….!
James

Does anyone else remember as kids treading on the wild
verge geranium in July and always getting thunderstorms that
night? As a small child in my Gloucestershire village, we called
them "thunder flowers" for this very reason and yes last week,
I crushed one accidentally underfoot on the day of the most
raging storm ... it is nice that some things simply don't
change.
Liz
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History Repeats itself.
Has to.
No-one listens.

Steve Turner

As I sit in the Rectory typing this, we’ve had a few thunder storms, but the sky is blue and on the whole the
summer is pretty good.
I have been reading in the paper about what was happening a hundred years ago this summer - the things
that were on most people’s minds, the things that the newspapers were reporting. The weather was good
then too, Charlie Chaplin was the film star of the day, people were complaining about being stopped for
drinking and driving when they were ‘perfectly safe’ (there were 2,099 road deaths in 1913 as opposed to
1,754 in 2012; yes, I know, those figures are the right way around), off the peg clothes were all the rage
(Burberry Completed Suits - “It’s worth enquiring into”), and tinned food was feeding a nation that
couldn’t cook veg to save its life.
There were strikes in the mines, on the railways and in the mills. Rickets and tuberculosis were common.
Life expectancy for men was 49 (79 now), for women 53 (82 now).
They had no idea what was coming.
On August 4th, the centenary of the beginning of the Great War, there will be vigils all around the country.
There will be a vigil in Steeple Aston for the whole benefice. The bells will be pealed, half muffled, from
8pm till 9pm, and then at 9pm we will hold a vigil service in the church there. There will be candles
representing each person from our community who died will be lit and extinguished as we remember them.
Please come. Please join with us as we take time to hold this moment in our history and value it together.
The following Sunday at 9.30am (10th August), our morning church service in North Aston will be a family
service and we will take a moment to remember those from North who served, and celebrate peace and
the joy of the life we have together. This will be a celebration of life, a thanksgiving for all we have as well
as a remembering of the past, and again, all are very welcome.
Because today we see ISIS issue ultimata to the Christians of Mosul and other cities to leave places where
they have been since there have been Christians. Leave if you can, pay if you can’t, or die.
We see separatists fight their near-kinsmen in Ukraine, and families of foreigners watch
on, weeping, as they wait for news of the bodies of their loved ones.
We see Israel and Hamas. Hamas and Israel. Head to head, toe to toe, endlessly
repeating things that should never be done.
And I daresay we all pray that amongst the talk of weather and celebrities and food
and fashion, the rumours of strikes and the debates on health and assisted dying that
we watch through our papers this summer, that we might somehow
be just one ounce more thankful for what we have now, and one
step better prepared for all possible futures than our dear forebears
of just a century ago.
Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.com or tel: 340 903
If you wish you can also email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
or Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard Bailey, Nick
Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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From Thames Valley Police

through an application
to the local council,
follows consultation
with the local police
and fire service. The
licensing process
ensures that the
impact to the local
community is taken
into account with conditions being imposed if required. It also
ensures the safety of those attending the event. By receiving
early warnings, Thames Valley Police has a much better
chance of disrupting the rave and dispersing those responsible
for its organisation.
Information about securing land boundaries can be found on
the Thames Valley Police website.

Rogue Traders
In the last few weeks leaflets have been put through doors in
the area offering Guttering and Minor Building work. Thames
Valley Police and Oxfordshire Trading Standards would like
to remind everyone that they advise householders not to
commission services or buy at the door and to check out
traders thoroughly before employing them.
Advice on legal traders can be obtained from the Oxfordshire
Trading Standards Buy With Confidence Scheme.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/buy-confidence
Rogue traders are known to leaflet drop prior to visiting an
area and then use high pressure tactics to get work. They
regularly target elderly and vulnerable people. Suspicious
traders can be reported via the Trading Standards Website
above.
It is recommended that you should always get more than one
quote from reputable tradesmen and not buy at the door. If
you are experiencing high pressure sales, shut the door and
ring 999.

Neighbourhood Watch
No response to our appeal last month - hardly surprising, I
suppose. Neighbourhood Watch is an important part of working
together as a community and usually sees people working
together to take action to cut crime. These schemes work by
developing close liaison between households and the local
police and can help to cut crime and the opportunities for
crime. They also help to reassure those who live in the area,
encourage neighbourliness and closer communities, and
reduce household insurance costs.
If you’d be willing to take this on, please send an email to the
News (info@north-aston.co.uk) or call 347356.

Illegal Raves
With summer upon us, all farmers and land owners are advised
to remain vigilant to the possibility of unlicensed musical
events (Raves) being organised on their land.
Thames Valley Police is asking members of the public to be
alert to any possible rave-related activity.
This could include: The removal of locks from secured access
points; vehicles, particularly panel vans or larger, driving offroad; groups of vehicles congregating in rural areas; convoys
of vehicles; loud music from remote woodland.
If you spot anyone acting suspiciously who may be conducting
early reconnaissance on rural land or even starting to set up
an event, please report it on the Thames Valley Police nonemergency number, 101, as soon as possible.
Chief Inspector Jim Weems said: “Thames Valley Police will
take a robust line with illegal rave activity. Anyone considering
holding or attending this type of event should reconsider their
intentions carefully we urge owners of land or buildings to
take steps to prevent raves taking place there.”
There is a process for the legitimate organisers of events to
apply for a Public Entertainment Licence to hold musical
parties both indoors and outdoors. The granting of this licence,

Speeding
We have been contacted by Christopher Kidd of TVP to ask
if we would like to be part of their Speedwatch programme.
This will involve the occasional setting up of a police enforced
speed check in the village, with consequences for offenders.
It will be discussed at the next Village Meeting.

Contacting TVP
Should you wish to contact the police about any non-urgent
matter, please use the 101 number. They want to hear from
you, no matter how trivial you think the incident may be.
In the event of an emergency or a “crime in action”, then use
the familiar 999 number.
To receive free local alerts and crime prevention advice, sign
up to Thames Valley Alert. Visit www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk
and register.

We have dotted a few pictures from the Fête through this month’s edition of the News, but there are many more on the North
Aston Facebook page. You don’t have to be a member to view them, just use the link: https://www.facebook.com/NorthAston
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Fringford, Heyfords & Launton will consist of the Heyfords,
Somerton, Fritwell, Souldern, Ardley, Middleton Stoney,
Stoke Lyne, Hardwick, Cottisford, Hethe, Fringford,
Mixbury, Finmere, Newton Purcell, Stratton Audley,
Godington, Launton and Blackthorn.
As you can see, a mathematical triumph and a democratic
disaster! What on earth does Launton, effectively a large
adjunct of Bicester, have in common with Somerton? I rest
my case…
There will now be a period for “consultation” and you can tell
the LGBCE what you think but, as the council has found, you
cannot achieve sensible single-member rural wards within the
rules they impose and, as they are in effect accountable to
nobody but themselves, that’s it.

Democratic Deficit
This month saw an unusual Special Meeting of the Council,
convened out of sequence to meet a deadline for submissions
to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England.
As I’ve previously reported, they step in to redraw council
wards whenever population movements mean that some have
grown too big while others are too small, giving some voters
an unfair advantage over others.

Oddly, the Astons & Heyfords will have one last hurrah, when
Mike Kerford-Byrnes stands next year (at the same time as
the General Election), before this monstrosity is imposed in
2016, so you’ll be asked to vote three years in a row. As this
year had the Euro election and next year is a General, I
suspect that by 2016 our enthusiasm for elections might be
waning. I’ll certainly have to think hard about whether, after
serving you for 14 years and three elections, this ridiculous
new burden isn’t beyond the call of duty. If there’s any
masochists out there, now might be your opportunity….

Unfortunately, the LGBCE seems to be a quango of retired
civil servants and others with no hands-on experience of local
democracy, whose attempts at improvement will make things
very much worse indeed. For some reason they don’t like our
system of electing a third of the council each year, despite
the fact that this gives continuity of policies, avoids election
gimmicks and giveaways and ensures councillors are alert to
the feelings of residents all the time, not just once every four
years. To discourage this, they insist it can only be done
where there are huge, three-member wards which, while it
seems to suit our towns, is plain daft in rural areas where
lumping together up to twenty communities will be hugely
damaging to democracy at a time when it’s already hard
enough to get people interested in taking part.

James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

As a councillor, potentially sharing a ward with two others of
different parties, keeping up ties with parish councils will
become practically impossible and detailed local knowledge
very difficult. Attempting to be everywhere across such large
distances would impose an impossible workload – remember
most have to fit this in between a full time job and their families,
let alone any other interests. As a parish council, it will become
very difficult to know who to turn to for help, while connections
with residents will become ever more tenuous. So much for
“localism”! A cynic might think the LGBCE agenda is to
squeeze out independents and small or new parties, who
won’t have the local connections or resources to gather votes
over such huge distances – whatever their motives, there’s
going to be real damage to local democracy.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy?

Friday November 5th
Why not try our
Saturday November Veg
6thBox

Sadly, their rules are so rigid and numerical straitjackets so
tight that the council, to have any influence over the outcome,
has had to fall in line. To try and avoid any rancour, we set up
an all party group and, happily, apart from one minor boundary
spat within Banbury, which was so arcane as to baffle me,
our submission was unanimous. You can see the resulting
map on the CDC website. The only way to make the figures
work was to split the Astons & Heyfords ward along the
Cherwell – which at least has a good historical basis! We
will, assuming the LGBCE doesn’t have its own daft ideas,
be divided among two mega-wards:

Scheme? Fresh
vegetables
delivered to
you door!

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

Adderbury, Astons & Deddington will consist of the Astons,
Duns Tew, Deddington, Adderbury, Milton, the Barfords,
South Newington and Wigginton.

visit the new website:
www.northastonorganics.co.uk
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PARISH WORSHIP IN JUL
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Sunday August 3rd - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

6:00 pm
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green
& Fr Robin Gibbons

Families are welcome to all Sunday services.

Monday August 4th
9:00 pm
Vigil on the Centenary of the First World War
Rev Marcus Green

Sunday August 10th - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Family Service
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Stephen Pix

11:00 am
Holy Communion &
Thanksgiving Service
Rev Marcus Green

6:00 pm
Evensong
Rev Marcus Green and
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday August 17th - T
enth Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
Tenth
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

No Service

6:00 pm
No Service

Sunday August 24th - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am
Holy Communion
Richard Bailey

9:30 am
No Service

11:00 am
Morning Prayer
Richard Bailey

6:00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday August 31st - T
welfth Sunday after PPentecost
entecost
Tw
10:30 am
United Benefice Festival Service

No Service

No Service

Sunday September 7th - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

5:30 pm
Evensong
Rev Marcus Green and
Fr Robin Gibbons

Morning Prayer
10:00 am Every Thursday
St Mary’s, followed by Coffee
Visit the new Benefice Website for further information, a “What’s on” page, and contact information: www.sntchurch.com
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