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Your Village Chairman
Hello again!

FEBRUARY 2014, No: 280
Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: chair@north-aston.co.uk
Beverley Rees, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347434
Email: treasurer@north-aston.co.uk
James Taylor, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347888
Email: secretary@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Lynn Quek, Acting Chairperson
Email: lsquek@doctors.org.uk
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email Jeremy: jeremytaylor@north-aston.co.uk
Email james: jamesfionn@hotmail.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Website: www.northastonorganics.co.uk
Hillcrest Care - Park Farm House
Telephone: (01869) 349922
Email: farmhousehm@hillcrestcare.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
Website: www.nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
Old Bakery Bookings
Mary Healy. Tel (01869) 347702
Email: maryvhealy@googlemail.com
Village Marquee Bookings
Marcus Potts. Tel (01869) 347365
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 08453 458 995

Well, as Peter Mandelson said in a much grander context, I’m back. As you’ll read
in the Minutes of our Village Meeting AGM, we didn’t manage to change everything,
but we do have a new Secretary (James Taylor) and a new Treasurer (Bev Rees), and
we should first welcome them to their new responsibilities and thank them very
much for offering to serve our village. There were no other candidates and none for
Chairman, so you got me again. Anyway, phew! the show is still on the road.
Our huge thanks to Sue for being our Treasurer these years, and fitting that in with
her very busy work and family life. Our greatest and heartfelt thanks are due to
Marcus, who has been either Treasurer, Chairman or Secretary for more years than
most of us can remember, as well as editing and producing the North Aston News, as
well as all the very many other things that he does in his work and family lives. He is
the best example there is of a very busy person who never says he hasn’t got time for
us. We can make time, and all it needs is the commitment. Thank you Marcus, you
have REALLY given to our community, and you still do – otherwise we wouldn’t be
reading this News.
We have so sadly now lost forever two people who gave, who said yes, who wanted the
best for North Aston and did something about it. First Chris Tuffrey and now Nick
Bevan; none of us who knew them will ever forget their cheerful and positive
contributions; I think a shared characteristic was that they both ‘thought while they
slept’. They didn’t walk away from a meeting and do nothing until the next one – you
would go on hearing from them long afterwards. We all really have to try to live up to
their wonderful examples.
Neither will we of course forget Fred Hoare, such a kindly and constant presence in
our village for far more years than most of us have lived in North Aston. To all the
families of these three marvellous men we say thank you for their lives here, and you
are in our thoughts all the time.
Many people have expressed pleasure at the new tarmac surface on St Mary’s Walk
from the Green to the Church, and I think we ought to record that, and our sincere
thanks to Kevin Cash and Trevor Green-Parkes for getting that job done. It has
certainly transformed life in the winter getting up and down, both by car and foot.
Too black and (sub) urban? Trevor has told us that a gravelly-type top surface will be
applied later in the year, which will be an interesting answer to that mild criticism.
Whether you hold that Spring starts on March 1st (Met Office/modern) or the 21st
(traditional/vernal equinox), it’s not too far away, as the birds are now reminding us.
Hooray!
If you have any suggestions about Village life,
Kildare
please do call or email me.

Telephone: 01869 340200 ~ email: chair@north-aston.co.uk

Wassailing to a Record
An update from Mark Stay reports that The North Aston Carol Singers
performed even better than ever this last Christmas, raising a record-breaking
£455 in their door-to-door singathon. We’re not sure when the
annual wassail actually began (as the Editor can’t get to
his archive at the moment!) but it is believed that this
traditional event has now collected well over £3000 since
it first began nearly ten years ago. Congratulations to all
the singers, and thanks to everyone for such generosity.
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Nick Bevan
1942 – January 12 2014
Distinguished educationalist, hugely successful
rower and coach, and great contributor to the life
of North Aston.
Nick’s death on January 12th after a long struggle with cancer
has taken from us a peerless man many of whose numerous
accomplishments it took a long time to discover.
His life had many facets, but before he arrived in retirement at
North Aston three educational establishments had dominated
it – Shrewsbury School, Balliol and Shiplake College.
Shrewsbury was in his veins – his father was a teacher and
Housemaster there for 42 years and it was there that Nick
was born and brought up. He went to school there, and in line
with his continuous striving for excellence he was head of his
house, he was in their first and victorious rowing VIII, he was
captain of boxing and more besides.
He went up to Balliol to take his degree, and most notably
was selected for the Oxford boat in the 1963 University Boat
Race, and they won. Rowing was to form a major part of his
life right up until last year.

Shiplake under him became one of the best small schools in
the country and he led the school into the coveted
Headmaster’s Conference. Needless to say Shiplake, right
on the Thames as it is, became famous for its rowing
successes.

From Oxford he joined the Army for five years, and was posted
to all kinds of interesting places like British Honduras, Malaya
and Mauritius, seeing some action and generally having a
wonderful time, including playing a lot of rugby. After this he
qualified as a teacher, joined Westminster School (of course
they won the Schools’ Head of the River Race that year), and
in 1972 went back to Shrewsbury as a teacher, becoming
coach of the rowing VIII, which thereafter naturally won
numerous championships; in due course he became a
Housemaster there.

This brings us up to his retirement in 2004, his arrival with
Annabel at Mill Cottage and his entry into North Aston life.
We knew nothing then about his past achievements, but what
we did encounter immediately was his enthusiasm, his wish
to know everything about the village, and his eagerness to be
involved in any helpful way that he could.
He was soon a member of our PCC, he painted and exhibited
pictures in our Art Weeks, he grew and exhibited veg at our
Flower & Produce Show, he helped enormously at our Fête,
he came to know loads of people, and everywhere he went he
was full of good humour, good advice and engagement. He
was never going to lead a carpet-slipper retirement – he
coached the St Edwards Under-15s and the Balliol Ladies to
Head of the River, he played a lot of golf, he went to China
several times to help recruit foreign students, he organised a
rowing festival, he was a Governor of Dr Radcliffe’s and
Chairman of Moreton Hall School Governors, he was a
Magistrate, the Chairman of the Salopian Club, as well as
lots of other things. You often learned about them by accident.

In 1988 he was appointed as Headmaster of Shiplake which
over the next 16 years he transformed; in the words of its
founder: ‘Nick is a man who has done more for Shiplake
College than any other single person in its history’. To do
this, he chased excellence in every department of school life,
he attracted funding and oversaw the construction of a range
of new buildings, he introduced technology and computers
on every desk, he encouraged a whole range of extra-curricular
activities, he got more modern subjects into the curriculum,
he brought girls into the Sixth Form, and all the time he worked
ceaselessly for better standards and better organisation.

Above all he was a wonderful all-round human being, one who
liked to say ‘yes’. He would often ask how he could help, and
if asked to do something he would do it with energy, willingness
and intelligence.
From his first marriage to Jane he had Kate and Ed, and he
and Annabel had Oliver and Emily. They, along with many
members of the large Bevan family, were at his funeral, and
it’s clear that he was an inspirational, funny, caring and much
loved father. Everyone who knew him will always miss him
and his example.
Our heartfelt thoughts are now with Annabel, who has been
the most loving and caring person imaginable over these long
months, and of course with his four children.
Kildare
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Announcements

This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS

Missing a Cat?
A stray cat seems to have taken up residence with the McArdle
family at Windana. It’s of medium/large build with a white tummy
and legs, brown/grey tabby back and yellow eyes. It arrived just
before Christmas but looks to be in quite good health - although
it seems starving as it lets itself in through our cat flap to eat our
cat’s food and raid the food recycling bin!
If this description sounds like your cat would you please get in
touch as soon as possible. Unfortunately we can’t keep it as it
fights our cat, so we will be looking to find it a new home if noone claims it. If it is yours or you think you may know who it
belongs to, or if you know anyone who would like a cat, please
get in touch with Brian or Jane McArdle on 347504.

Nicholas Kneale
Jocelyn Parsons
& Dick Taylor

Road Works
At last, the railway bridge between Somerton and Fritwell is
open again - but what have they achieved? Precious little by the
look of things. What a huge missed opportunity.
As many will have discovered, the roadworks in Bodicote, where
the new housing estate is being built, are causing considerable
disruption to traffic on those days when traffic lights are in
operation - typically between 10:00 am and about 4:00 pm. Allow
extra time if visiting Banbury this month during these hours.
Much of the flooding has now receded. The latest update from
OCC declares that only half a dozen roads in the area remain
closed, including Barford Road in Barford St John and Lower
Street in Islip. However, the long-range forecast predicts further
rain, so remain wary.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed,
or know someone who should be, please let us know.

Upcoming Events
Deddington Farmers’ Market
The traditional Farmers’ Market in Deddington takes place every
4th Saturday of the month. This month’s will be on 22nd February.
Our own North Aston Organics will have a stall.

Antiques @ The Holt
The date for the next Antiques & Collectors’ Fair at The Holt
hotel, organised by some of our own local antiques dealers (and
featuring several others) will take place on March 15th & 16th.
This will be the second fair held at The Holt, and will be opened
on this occasion by BBC TV’s Charlie Ross - a stalwart of shows
such as Flog it, Bargain Hunt and Antiques Road Trip. He will cut
the ceremonial ribbon on the Saturday morning.
The fair will be open from 10:00 through to 4:30 both days, with
The Holt offering an excellent Carvery lunch on the Sunday. Futher
information from www.antiques-at-the-holt.co.uk.
There are also regular monthly fairs (first Sunday ) in Lechlade
and Brill (south-east of Bicester) on Sunday 2nd February.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Saturday Opening
Nicholson Nurseries is now open day from 07:30 until 4:00 pm,
and also every Saturday, between 9:00am and 4:00 pm.

Community Market
Souldern Village Hall will be hosting a Community Market on
Saturday 15th February , with a range of locally produced (grown,
baked or created!) provisions, plants, gifts & cards.

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting
local economy
Friday the
November
5th
Too busy? Why not
Saturday November 6th
try our Veg Box
Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you
door!

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

Oxford Art Fair
This will take place in the Town Hall in Oxford between the 7th
and 9th February, with over 150 exhibitors. Entry will be free on
the Saturday and Sunday.

visit the new website at:

www.northastonorganics.co.uk
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North Aston Village Meeting & AGM
Thursday 9th January 2014 ~ The Minutes
Present: Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Marcus Potts, Susan Hatzigeorgiou (late arrival), Tony Rees, Beverley Rees, Mark Stay, Tony
Godwin, Chris Hazle, David Hazle, Sam Hatzigeorgiou, Alison Bailey, Jeremy Taylor, Jan Liberadzki, Sarah Bourke-Borrowes, Mary
Healy, Trevor Green-Parks, Tim Tunill, Peter Durnin, Jane Durnin, Clive Busby, Trudy Busby.
Apologies for absence: Nicholas Kneale, James Taylor, John Harvey-Lee, Sandra Reeves, Chloe Woodhead, Liz Nicholson, Niel
Nicholson.

Village Meeting

one specially devised for parish governance and was likely to be
the best one for North Aston’s situation, but would ask that the
new treasurer did indeed investigate further.
MS proposed that the Treasurer’s Report be approved, and this
was seconded by JT.

1. Welcome & Apologies
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes welcomed everyone to the Meeting,
announcing that “this is the AGM, when we usually elect new
officers and discuss the Treasurer’s Report and go home, but
there are a few issues that have come into focus since the last
Meeting” and which would need to be covered.
To the list of “apologies” he added Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Liz
Nicholson and Niel Nicholson, all of whom had been delayed
leaving Oxford by the flooding.

4. Nomination of Officers
KBB observed that all three presiding officers had expressed
their wish to resign, and none was seeking re-election. He invited
nominations for Treasurer, Secretary and Chair for the coming
year. He said that Sue had resigned after several years of trying
to stand down, and this time was determined to go! CB said that,
in NN’s absence, he wished to confirm that NN had withdrawn
his offer to take on the role of Treasurer. KBB said that he had
heard that there might be a fresh nomination forthcoming, and
looked to Beverley Rees to fill the post for the coming year. She
agreed. He expressed the meeting’s gratitude for her offer to
take this on, and a unanimous show of hands welcomed her
appointment – at which point, SH entered the room.
KBB then moved to the appointment of a new Secretary. He said
that he wished to suggest a vote of thanks to MP for his years of
service not only as Secretary, but also as Chairman, and for which
he felt the whole community would be grateful. However, there
was no immediate declaration of a replacement, until JT spoke
up to say that, in the absence of any other nominees, James
Taylor had agreed to take on the role for the next twelve months.
Once again, appreciation for the offer was expressed, and his
appointment was approved with a unanimous show of hands.
In conclusion, KBB then addressed the question of the post of
Chairman. He declared that, after much thought, he had decided
that, if there was no other candidate, then he was prepared to
stay on in the position for another year. He asked if anyone else
was prepared to step forward, but there were no takers. His offer
to stand again was put to the vote, and with one only abstention
(SBB), his appointment was approved.
KBB said that this was all good news, and that he could report
the outcome to Cherwell DC, and that North Aston’s Village
Meeting was now equipped to move forwards for another year.

2. Approval of Minutes
KBB asked if the Minutes of the December Meeting, as published
in the January North Aston News, were a fair and accurate record.
Jane Durnin suggested that Jeremy Taylor had not been listed
as Present, although he had been referenced. This oversight
was duly noted.
KBB said that, while he accepted that Niel Nicholson had referred
to Carols on the Green as a “church event”, he would like it
recorded that the annual gathering on the Green is not an official
church service. David Hazle recollected saying that the Carols on
the Green was “not a village event” within the context of “lighthearted banter” with Niel, but felt that it was, however, a “private
event” to which anyone was welcome to attend. Mark Stay observed
that, in the past, it had usually been administered by the vicar,
prior to Niel taking over as ‘MC’, while Marcus Potts added that
the event had always been listed in the News within the context of
the church calendar.
KBB suggested that this emphasis needed to be changed, and
in future Carols on the Green should not be listed alongside
church services in the News.
JT then stated that insurance cover for the event had, on this
occasion, fallen upon North Aston Farms. He suggested that the
requirements had been a little onerous but that these had been
largely disregarded following the public declaration, made by
NN at the event, that anyone crossing the cordon did so at their
own risk. He assured everyone, however, that “we were covered”.
KBB said that this matter needed to be diarised for discussion
later in the year, and that this had digressed from the debate of
the Minutes. JT proposed that the Minutes be approved, seconded
by Clive Busby, and passed unanimously.

5. Broadband
KBB invited Jan Liberadzki to provide an update on plans to bring
high-speed Internet access to the village. JL gave an outline of
his meeting in December with Hugo Pickering and the service
that Cotswold Broadband can provide for communities such as
North Aston. He said that he had been joined at the meeting on
the Green by several members of the village, and that they had
been given a succinct but informative and encouraging explanation
of the various options open to us. HP’s view was that we needed
to pursue and exhaust all possible angles with British Telecom
before attempting any unilateral moves. This should include
requests to have a fibre-optic link to the village ‘cabinet’
established via BT, most probably from Steeple Aston. If these
approaches proved fruitless – as seems likely – then it would be
appropriate to consider alternatives, including a direct link with
the main fibre-optic cable running parallel with the A4260 at Dane
Hill; a link with a property already connected with that service or,
as a last resort (but a very practical one) to establish a direct
wireless link with the Deddington exchange (where 100Mb/sec
is available) through an intermediary. This might be through a
transmitter facility located on a property in Deddington with direct
line-of-sight to North Aston.

3. Treasurers Report
KBB apologised for Sue Hatzigeorgiou’s absence, but said she
had prepared the paperwork and he handed out copies. He
suggested that the Village Meeting account was very simple,
with a balance brought forward of some £2628.98.
JD wished to know what the insurance covered. It was confirmed
that the premium covered the village marquees, bus shelters
and the Fountain. JT felt that the amount demanded was “a
ridiculous amount for such poor cover” and wanted to know how
much was for third party liability. He thought the question of
insurance needed to be investigated. KBB suggested that the
new Treasurer, whoever he or she might be, could be asked to
look into the matter.
JT said that the risks associated with staging the bonfire on the
Green had been covered by NAF’s existing policy at no extra
charge. He thought the village policies offered very little cover for
such an expense. KBB pointed out that the insurance policy was
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The cost of these various options would vary. Any link with the
cable on Dane Hill would require the installation of a conduit,
within a trench, from a position on the main road to the village
cabinet, from where conventional copper-based distribution
would still ensure a significant improvement in connectivity.
However, by far the cheapest option, provided the clear line-ofsight could be established reliably for 12 months of the year, was
to establish the wireless link. HP had suggested that it was not
only practical, but because the distance was not great, and the
line-of-sight appeared to be unobstructed, also ideal. JP explained
that the system would require a ‘sender’ unit to be erected in
Deddington, matched to a ‘receiver’ in North Aston, and then
distributed via a series of wireless relays to the rest of the village.
A connection with the primary cabinet was also a possibility.
All options would require close co-operation with BT, either at the
extremities of the system, or through links with the cabinet, or
both. This would be especially true if North Aston’s connection
with the Deddington exchange had a significant impact on
demand. JL said there was still much to discuss, but with support
from the primary industries in North Aston (such as Nicholsons
Nurseries and Peach Pubs) he was convinced that the project
was viable.
The issues to explore include the establishment of a long-term
agreement with a property owner in Deddington where the
transmitter could be sited. Mention was made of known
Deddington residents with close ties in North Aston. There is
also the question of how the costs would be divided between
those North Aston residents signing up to the scheme, based
perhaps on individual demand and usage. JL said there were
likely to be many aspects of the idea that needed addressing.
He said that the primary benefit of the wireless system was cost.
This might be as little as £1500 to establish the sender unit in
Deddington, a similar cost for the receiver in North Aston, and
then around £120 per relay within the village. This contrasted
significantly with the likely expense of any scheme that involved a
direct cable connection, which could run into many tens of
thousands.
JL said he had contacted James Macnamara of CDC to appeal
for his assistance, but so far had not received any response.
CB suggested that a possible site for the sender unit in
Deddington could be the church. It was thought that the parish
might appreciate the income, and being an ecclesiastical
building, change of ownership was unlikely.
Tim Tunill, who was attending the Meeting in his capacity as IT
consultant to The Hall, queried the cost relationship with BT. JL
explained that it would be necessary to establish an
understanding with an ‘entity’ in Deddington upon whom the
system could be piggy-backed. It would still be necessary to
have BT’s approval for this, since the addition of perhaps 30
households onto a single-user connection in Deddington would
be unlikely to go unnoticed.
TR asked about the likely reliability of the wireless system, which
he thought might be affected by weather conditions. TT insisted
that the connection would not be affected by the weather, but he
did say that he would recommend using a leased–line
arrangement rather than the BT system. (A leased line is a service
contract between a provider and a customer, whereby the provider
agrees to deliver a symmetric telecommunications line
connecting two or more locations in exchange for a monthly or
yearly contract (hence the term lease). It is sometimes known as
a “private circuit” or “data line” in the UK.). He did concede that
this might be expensive, however. In any case, a comprehensive
survey would be required first, which might give an idea of how
many residents might take up the option and how the costs could
be distributed. He thought that pursuing this route might achieve
connectivity within six months, rather than the two years it could
take by attempting to work with BT.
KBB queried some of the details and enquired about the need to
upgrade the existing cabinet. TT suggested that there might be
other options worth exploring, and that he had already been
investigating this issue on behalf of The Hall, and had made

significant progress. It was suggested that, if resources and efforts
could be pooled, then all might benefit, and more quickly.
JL was pleased to think that the project was now a little further
forward. However, KBB predicted that the wireless system might
encounter “many more stones in the road” than had yet been
envisaged. JL agreed that there might be many issues that would
need to be resolved, but JT suggested that, whatever the
obstacles, it would be worthwhile, and that Nicholsons Nurseries
and Peach Pubs, as well as The Hall, might all be significant
beneficiaries.
TT agreed, and gave a brief outline of some of the aspects he
had been investigating on behalf of The Hall. He felt it would be
mutually beneficial to work together, and rather than pursuing the
leased-line option, it might be worthwhile looking into establishing
a physical link with BT’s primary cabinet and “doing the work for
them”. He had identified the nearest PoP (Point of Presence)
and was investigating the cost of getting “fibre to the cabinet”. He
said this could offer at least 15-20 Mb/sec, and while this didn’t
match Deddington’s 100 Mb/sec, it was a significant improvement
over the village’s current sub-2 Mb/sec connectivity.
CB stated that not everyone on Dane Hill had yet been connected
to High Speed Broadband, and that BT had shown reluctance to
assist anyone else now wishing to join the scheme. TT said that
take-up within Deddington had not been as enthusiastic as had
been expected, and numbers were relatively poor, and he thought
BT was now facing higher than expected costs to implement the
rest of the scheme.
KBB said that he felt sufficient time had now been devoted to the
topic. He said that ‘fibre to the cabinet’ appeared to be the primary
goal, and he reiterated the suggestion that JL and North Aston
Hall should combine their efforts, and this was widely welcomed.
TG-P stated that it had always been The Hall’s intention, once
the groundwork had been completed, to share this with the village.
It was now hoped that, working together, the project could move
forward rapidly.

6. Any Other Business
a) Precept. With SH having joined the meeting, it was necessary
to return to the Treasurer’s Report, and to consider the question
of the Precept for 2014-15. KBB explained that it was necessary
to advise CDC on the figure the Village Meeting was about to
recommend before 17th January. It had stood at £600 per halfyear during 2013-14, but much of this had not been utilised, and
a sizeable reserve had now been established. Much of this had
been earmarked for “kerbing the Green”, but there was now a
possibility (see Minutes of the previous Meeting) that this would
not now happen. What else could it be used for?
SH said that there were strict rules on how the money could be
spent, and it would be necessary to check the eligibility of any
new suggestions – and preferably before the Audit had to be
submitted in April. JT said there was the matter of the speed
restriction signs, and he wondered if the precept could be spent
on acquiring a second monitor for the village. He said he had
spoken with Les Sibley (Bicester) in this regard. It was thought
that this was worth investigating.
KBB asked for a vote on maintaining the current annual precept
at £1200. Further discussion ensued. CB pointed out that the
precept used to be spent on the village bus, but this was now
defunct. SH added that it had also been used to cover the cost of
mowing the verges and the Green, but this too was currently
covered by other means. It was therefore considered that the
Precept should be reduced, and a revised figure if £600 per annum
was proposed and agreed unanimously.
b) Highways, Lanes & Roads. KBB said that it was good to see
TG-P present at the meeting, but that he was obliged to read out
an email he had received from Nigel Adamson, submitted on
behalf of his mother, Diana.
In the email DA expressed her amazement that MP had thanked
KC and NAH for the excellent work on St Mary’s Walk, as minuted
in the North Aston News. She felt that the Walk remained much
damaged, particularly at the end nearest her property, and that
this was due to heavy traffic associated with the works carried
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out at The Hall and Folly Field House. She said that the level of
traffic had made her life intolerable, and that she had received no
explanation and no apology. She felt that MP’s apparent delight
was beyond her comprehension. She went on to say that the
Middle Aston Lane remained in an appalling state, and that KC
had spent many thousands on his projects and caused pain and
disruption to residents but had no intention of remedying the
situation. She concluded by suggesting that the colour of the
new drive surface down towards the church had been left black,
despite earlier objections, and that she could see no justification
for anyone expressing gratitude to KC for what he had done.
TG-P said that he would respond by addressing the question of
St Mary’s Walk first. “It is not finished,” he said. Another coating
will be applied over the existing tarmac in the spring, but that it
cannot be done until the threat of frost has passed. The final
finish will be in durable resin, with a brown base colour and
topped with naturally coloured stone chippings.
With regard to the damage at the top end of the Walk, this also
could not be properly addressed until the spring, when it too
would be resurfaced, but that he had already commissioned
interim repairs to the potholing adjacent to the brick inset. CB
said that he had noted, as a regular cyclist, that there was some
degradation, but he felt it was very minor.
TG-P conceded that it was indeed very minor, but that there were
many other areas, even within the boundary of The Hall, where
surface conditions were far worse, but that all these issues would
need to be addressed in one go, when the weather makes it
practical to do so. He concluded by saying that he would advise
KBB of progress, and trust that KBB would then feed the
information out.
KBB then reminded TG-P that DA had felt aggrieved that nobody
had explained or apologised for the traffic and inconvenience.
TG-P responded by pointing out that St Mary’s Walk is the Hall’s
Right of Way and that NAH is at liberty to make what use of the
road it sees as fitting, and as such there really is no need to
explain or to apologise.
It was generally agreed that, under the circumstances, The Hall
was perfectly within its rights to send vehicles up and down the
road whenever necessary and was under no obligation to warn
residents of heavier-than-normal traffic. The nature of the works
being carried out at The Hall, and also at Folly Field House,
made it inevitable that there would be heavy plant associated
with these projects, but that the works had now been largely
completed. The consensus was that, on the whole, the new
surface of St Mary’s Walk was a vast improvement and was met
with approval. The news that the Walk would be resurfaced in the
spring was also welcomed.
KBB asked again, just for clarification, whether any apology would
be forthcoming. TG-P said a categorical “No”. This was met with
general expressions of agreement from others present. KBB
said that he would communicate this response to DA.
JT said that the work on St Mary’s Walk was a huge improvement,
and he was very envious. However, he remained concerned by
the state of the driveway down past Bradenstoke Barn and Upper
House. TG-P assured him that this would also be dealt with in
the spring.
TG-P then moved on to the question of the Middle Aston Lane. He
insisted that, contrary to anything suggested at the previous
Meeting, NAH would not “renege” on any of its commitments
regarding the Lane. He said that sweepers had already been
employed to clean the surface of all the roadways within the
village, and had removed five complete loads of silt, grit and
other surface rubbish. He also said that, since he had arrived
last April, The Hall had done much to improve the outlook of the
area and landscaped the parkland.
He said that The Hall could not do anything to the road itself, per
se, and it would be against the law for them to do so. The state
and maintenance of the roadway is Oxfordshire County Council’s
responsibility and it is their duty to make good the Lane. He
would be having a meeting with a representative from the
Highways Department in the next 14 days to determine where

those responsibilities lay, and how to move forwards. TG-P then
asked for clarification as to whether the village’s impression was
that NAH should resurface the road. He was assured that this
was not the case.
JD suggested that the whole Lane was now in a very poor state
of repair, and she believed that the regular passage of bread
lorries returning from Middle Aston were equally to blame. This
prompted an extended discussion about the state of the Lane,
the level of use, and the widespread ill-discipline displayed by
motorists in general.
Sam Hatzigeorgiou asked if would be appropriate to write a letter
to the bakery requesting that their staff drive with more
consideration. As someone who cycles the Lane frequently, he
believed that the condition had deteriorated significantly in recent
months. It was observed that the atrocious weather has certainly
had a detrimental effect, but the real catalyst for the current state
of affairs had been the closure of the A4260 and redirection of
traffic through Middle and North Aston some years back, and the
Middle Aston Lane had never been the same since.
KBB said that he would write to David Fry and request a better
standard of driving from the delivery lorry personnel. He also
asked the Meeting to approve the suggestion that NAH had been
wrongly accused of being wholly responsible for the damage to
the Middle Aston Lane, and this was agreed.
TG-P said that it was his hope that OCC would repair the road,
and several members of the meeting concurred with this view.
c) Fountain. MP said that he had received an email from Feargal
de Buiteleir, Design and Conservation Officer in the department
for Planning Policy & Economic Development at Cherwell District
Council. In this email, FdeB said that he was in the process of
undertaking a review of North Aston’s conservation area, and
wished to make contact with the Parish Meeting in this regard.
The review, once completed, would be submitted to the Meeting
for consideration and feedback. This was, on the whole,
welcomed.
FdeB also said that, as part of his investigations, he proposed
that the Fountain be redesignated as a Local Heritage Asset,
formerly known as ‘locally listed’. This provides some safeguards
for the Fountain’s future, with particular regard to planning, and
ensures that developments cannot be carried out to the
immediate environs of the Fountain without recourse to the
monument’s status. (See further information elsewhere in the
News).
This was welcomed by the Meeting, but concern was expressed
that this might have a bearing on the premium currently being
paid annually to insure the Fountain. MP admitted that he did not
know the answer, but would contact FdeB for clarification.
This concluded the discussion of the Village Meeting, and
consideration now moved on the Village Fund.

Village Fund
1. Welcome & Apologies
The same notes of those present and Apologies for Absence
were taken as for the Village Meeting.

2. Minutes
The Minutes of the previous Meeting were approved with no
matters arising. Proposed by Chris Hazle and seconded by SCC,
and approved unanimously.

3. Treasurer’s Report
This would be SH’s last Treasurer’s Report. She went through
the figures and explained the main features, including reference
to the 100 Club. MP pointed out that an additional £90 was due
from sales of North Aston ~ A Millennium over the Christmas
period. CB also noted that the cost of the new tea urn had yet to
be taken into account. The main expenditure during the year had
been the Jubilee Bench. JD queried the calculation for insurance,
and SH explained that the increase in premium related to the
bench, which needed to be separate and additional at this time,
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The Busby Boys going
London to Paris by Bike

but would be incorporated into the overall premium upon renewal.
JT queried the inclusion of the PCC’s element of the funds raised
by the Fête, and SH explained that this needed to be done in
order to cover the late settlement of expenses. In conclusion, the
Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously, and SH handed
over the reins to BR.

4. Nomination of Officers
KBB said that it was taken that the same officers would take on
the roles for the Village Fund as had accepted them for the Village
Meeting, and this was unanimously approved.

5. Christmas Review
Carols on the Green. The sum of £93.45 had been collected on
the night from donations received, and this would be handed
over to Beryl Greenwood for distribution to an appropriate local
charity. KBB expressed thanks to all those who had helped with
the organising and administration of the event.
There was a brief discussion about the hazards of the bonfire.
SamH thought it ought to be a common sense matter. JT asked
if it was sufficient for someone merely to say “cross the cordon at
your own risk” and was not sure how much legal weight this
carried. KBB admitted it was all “food for thought” but suggested
that this was a matter for discussion later in the year, when the
additional liability considerations could be addressed.
Christmas Children’s Party. MP asked that the Meeting approve
a vote of thanks to Jane McArdle for organising the party, and this
was unanimously approved.
Wassail. MS said that £425 had been raised, so far, but he was
hopeful for some additional donations, especially as this was
very nearly a record! He said this was a fantastic achievement for
a village of North Aston’s size, and that everyone was so very
generous. The money raised would go to Save the Children Fund.
The Gatehouse, and Homestart. KBB expressed the Meeting’s
appreciation for everything MS and his troupe had done.
Gifts for OAPs. KBB admitted that, for the first time, he’d received
a gift under the scheme, and how much he had enjoyed the
experience. Trudy Busby said that, if there was anyone over 70
who hadn’t received a parcel, perhaps they could let her know in
good time for next Christmas.

Adam and Jos Busby will be cycling from London to Paris
between 23rd and 27th April this year in aid of Adoption UK ,
a national charity with its HQ near the famous cross in
Banbury. Adam’s wife Holly works for the charity, which aims
to offer vital support and advice to adoptive families by bringing
them together with others who’ve already gone through the
adoption process, assisting them with the red tape, and
providing training and easily accessible information.
We’ll include a sponsorship form in next month’s News, but
in the meantime, you can learn more about Adam and Jos’s
ambitious cycling venture by visiting the JustGiving site:

6. Any Other Business
a) Decoration of the Old Bakery. KBB explained that, at the last
Meeting, it had been discussed that Community Services be
contacted to see if they might be interested in helping with the
redecoration. After an initially positive reaction, they had then come
back to say that they could not consider the work, as the Old
Bakery is private property, and thereby ineligible. As a result, CH
had been given the go-ahead to commission the work to be
done by a commercial tradesman.
CH said that the quote of £420 had been accepted. JT said that
she should invite Mark to go ahead and begin the work. It was
expected that this would begin towards the end of the month. TR
had been asked to have a look at some damaged plasterwork,
and would make good the substrate before the painting could
begin. CH said that it was her understanding that the whole job
would be completed by the end of February. The colour was to be
shades of “straw”.
There was a brief discussion about soundproofing, with reference
to JL’s suggestions, as aired at the previous Meeting. It was
decided that, if the work was actually deemed necessary, it could
be completed retrospectively.
b) Booking the Old Bakery. MH said that, for some years, she
had maintained an informal diary for bookings of the Old Bakery,
and she would like to put this on an official footing. It was agreed
that, if anyone wanted to use the room, they should contact her,
and appropriate contact information would be published in the
North Aston News. MP said that he was also happy to continue
managing bookings for the village marquees, and similar details
would be published to this effect.
7. Next Meeting. This concluded the Village Fund Meeting. The
date for the next Meeting was set for Thursday May 1st at 7:30
pm.

http://www.justgiving.com/Adam-and-Jos-Busby
The Busby Boys would welcome any offers of sponsorship,
and hope that North Aston will rally round and support them
in this very worthwhile cause.

Getting Peachy in the Mara
Hamish Stoddart, MD at Peach Pubs, and twelve other
members of staff are heading off to the heart of Kenya to help
save the Mara. They’re taking part in "The Last Line of
Defence" campaign, which is an innovative initiative seeking
to confront the encroaching habitat destruction moving rapidly
towards the Serengeti-Mara Ecosystem in East Africa.
The programme has been 12 years in the making, and is a
dream come true for Hamish, allowing him to combine his
“love of Peachy People and Pubs” with helping to preserve
Africa and its natural heritage. As part of the process Peach
Pubs has established a grant-giving organisation known as
the Peach Foundation (www.Peachfoundation.co.uk) with aims
to improve communities and future sustainability of our world.
You can follow the team’s progress on the Facebook Peach
Pubs group and see how they face up to the challenge of
planting 20000 trees in a week.

Visit the website: www.LastlineofDefence.com
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Glorious
As we left the church to walk to the graveside for Nick’s
burial, I had spoken of the image of Christ as the light of
the world, the light that shines on each of us, the light
which Nick had so clearly shone through his own life.
We walked outside on that cold January afternoon, and
suddenly the clouds parted and we were assaulted by light.
The low winter sun turned itself up to maximum brightness,
only fading slightly as I read the final words of the service
and we all paused before taking breath and rejoining the
rest of creation. The world conspired with the Word for a
moment to pay tribute to another of our own, loved and
gone, and gone before us to something greater.
We have a culture that (sometimes) fears death as the ‘great unknown’. It is no such thing. It is part of life.
In every communion service I say the words, ‘Therefore with angels and archangels and the whole company
of heaven’ - and we join in one of the Church’s oldest songs together: Holy! Holy! Holy Lord! The ‘whole
company of heaven’: those who have gone before, and sing a greater song with better voices than most of
us can imagine, never mind muster.
Dying can be terrible. Make no mistake. It can rob a person of dignity and humanity and it can cripple those
around them as well, as their love is crucified along the final road.
But death itself?
The Christian story is of a man who died horribly, and came back smiling. The technical word is ‘resurrection’.
This end of the year is the glorious preparation for that season where we shout it loudest. And shout it we
should.
For we all need reminding.
Our hopes, our dreams, our friends, our very hearts sometimes seem set like stone on the dying road. But
there is One who has been there - and back. He offers us his hand, his love, whenever we stumble in the
living day by day.
I think of that hand, that love, every time I begin a funeral service. Every time I sing a hymn in that context.
Every time I greet a grieving family. Every time one of my friends dies. In the midst of the preparation for
Nick’s funeral I drove back up to Yorkshire and attended the funeral of a dear friend, Sally, whose husband
Phil is a fellow vicar, a former colleague. My age. I thought of that hand, that love, as I stood by Phil in
Bradford Cathedral.
We can rage against the dying of the light; or we can see Jesus the true light that burns in and for each of
us and promises to be with us and guide us home. His light never dies; for it has an eternal truth (not a
secret, a truth) for us to hear:
We are loved.

Revd Marcus Green
Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email our Rector Marcus Green: steeplerector@hotmail.com or tel: 340 903
If you wish you can also email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
or Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard Bailey, Nick
Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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From Thames Valley Police

let them know about
the scam as soon as
possible to help
prevent
further
victims falling prey to
this offence.
Neither your bank,
nor the police, will
ask you for personal
details like these
over the phone. If asked for random letters from your password
by any caller - even a legitimate one - demand to be told for
other letters to be provided by the caller in return, but never
give out your entire password.

This month’s update and information:

Another Telephone Scam
Be on your guard for another scam that is now spreading to
this area. The scam is as follows:The victim receives a telephone call from someone claiming
to be from their bank (or the police) stating that they have
spotted fraudulent activity on the victim’s card or that their
card is due to expire and needs to be replaced.
The person may be asked to ring the bank back using the
phone number printed on the back of their bank card. However,
the fraudster keeps the telephone line open so even though
the person has dialled the bank, the call does not go through.
Instead they are unwittingly re-connected to the fraudster.
The fraudster pretends to offer assistance, but also asks for
full bank card details and PIN, suggesting that the existing
card needs to be cancelled and a new one activated. The
fraudster then explains that the card will need to be collected.
The fraudster will then visit the person or send an innocent
courier company driver to collect the card, sometimes providing
a replacement (but fake) card.
By doing this the fraudster has obtained the person’s name,
address, full bank details, their card(s) and the PIN(s). The
bank cards can then be used fraudulently.
There are variations on the theme, but police advice is that if
you receive any such a call, end it immediately. If you are
aware of any elderly or vulnerable family members, friends or
neighbours, that may not have received this message, please

Bike Marking Scheme
Residents in the Bicester area are invited to a free bike
marking event on Saturday 1st February, between 10:00 am
and 2:00 pm at Sainsbury’s Pioneer Square, Bicester.
A tamper-proof sticker will be fixed to the bike and details of
the bike and its serial number registering with the scheme.
The main advantage is that bikes can be more easily identified
and returned to the owner if stolen. Officers will also be on
hand offering advice on garage and shed security.
Find out more at www.bikeregister.com

Contacting TVP
Should you wish to contact the police about any non-urgent
matter, please use the 101 number. They want to hear from
you, no matter how trivial you think the incident may be. In
the event of an emergency, use the familiar 999 number.

Fountain is a ‘Heritage Asset’

The North Aston ‘Fountain’, erected by William Foster-Melliar
in 1863 and restored by the Village in 2000, is to be nominated
as a ‘Local Heritage Asset’. Formerly known as ‘Locally
Listed’, this gives a structure or building some extra protection
because of its heritage value. It is applied to structures that
are deemed to locally important but perhaps not quite special
enough to be added to the national register of listed buildings.
Inclusion on the register means that the ‘heritage significance’
of the Fountain would have to be taken into consideration in
assessing any future development proposals, including
applications for planning permission, listed building consent
etc. that might impact on the Fountain or its immediate setting.
If anyone knows of any other structures in the area that they
think might merit this additional protection, please let us know,
and we will pass the information on to the Planning Policy &
Economic Development department at CDC.

The lucky winners of the January draw were:
First Prize (£25): L Brown (#50)
Second Prize (£5): B Graham (#68)
Anyone who hasn’t previously been involved in the 100 Club
should think about signing up before renewal time in April. If
you’d like to reserve a number, please speak to Norman West,
or call him on 340368 . You’ve got to be in it to win it!

A photograph of the North Aston Fountain taken in 1881, just twenty
years after it was donated to the village by William Foster-Melliar to
supply running water for the community.
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Housing Needs Survey, are eligible for affordable housing on
the Base: they’ll have the tribulations of moving (said with
feeling – I’m overrun with builders right now!) but be assured
of a home at an “affordable rent” in a new or refurbished
property at the end of the day. I’m now pushing to extend this
to all tenants and, with our MP involved, hope a solution can
be found. Clearly people need certainty urgently but, with
development phased over ten years, at least there’s some
leeway to fight for a solution.
Planning applications for a five-pitch gypsy site to the north
of Caulcott and an anaerobic digester and power plant to the
south are, of course, highly sensitive and need careful sifting
to identify the strict, unemotional, planning reasons for approval
or refusal. Being connected as neighbour, parish council
chairman and district council makes disentangling conflicts
of interest interesting in itself!

Being a District Councillor
If anyone ever suggests that being a District Councillor might
be boring, my experience this month should prove them wrong
in spades – whichever side of the role you want, from bigpicture policy to nitty-gritty case work, it’s all there and, as
for variety…

Reports of stench in Ardley caused a stir as it was attributed
to the incinerator. This, in fact, isn’t yet up and running, but it
brought CDC’s nuisance team rapidly into action. If there
should be a problem, call the same numbers (CDC 01295
227007 and Environment Agency 0800 807060) as you would
for smell from the compost site.

Local Planning
Strategic issues started with the Local Plan, which was finally
submitted on 24th January. While this, at last, gives it “weight”
when deciding applications, it is also nerve-wracking.
Neighbouring Aylesbury have just had theirs rejected because
it didn’t comply with the “Duty to Cooperate”, yet another
recent goal-post shift.

The Local Government Boundary Commission is
consulting on reducing our councillor numbers from 50 to 48,
which doesn’t seem a problem to me (if it is to you, tell them
on selgbce.org.uk). Where I will object is if they then insist
that rural wards should have three councillors each. The issues
above come from a dozen communities: make that 20 and
the workload, accountability, local connections and effective
democracy itself will be jeopardised – so please object strongly
when they consult on that. Meanwhile, I’ll try to keep all the
plates spinning…
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

So we await a Public Examination (probably in April-May,
while I’ll be rather busy asking you to re-elect me!), when
developers and others will try to persuade an Inspector that
it, and all its supporting documentation, is flawed.
One torpedo already running, concerns this Duty to
Cooperate: the Plan is built on carefully researched figures
for housing need built up when the process began. We are
now told not only that they need updating but that they need
to be county-wide so a SHMA (Strategic Housing Markets
Assessment) will shortly be published which may seek to
stuff Cherwell with Oxford’s overflow, which would mean rewriting the Plan on the hoof – what a nightmare!
Today’s nightmare from which we won’t wake until the Plan is
approved is the 5 Year Supply treadmill, whereby the current
vandalistic clique of housing ministers is signing off almost
any planning appeal, however damaging to the countryside, if
a council cannot show it has a pipeline of “5 year’s Supply”
(by which they mean 6 years as there’s a 20% buffer plus all
the backlog since 2006) so developers are running riot all
over our villages while they have this extraordinary opportunity.

24 Hours a day... 7 Days a week... 365 Days a year

Your Local Expert Plumbing
& Drainage Service

Operationally, we are grappling with next year’s Budget
against, as you’d expect, a background of cuts in income.
I’m hoping that we can use our savings from joint working
with both South Northants and now, increasingly, Stratford
councils to deliver yet another year of 0% increase.

• All Emergency Plumbing • All Drainage & Blockages •
• No Call Out Charge • Pre-fixed Prices • Work Guaranteed •

Jon Parker
CALL FREEPHONE 0800 015 4767
Tel: 01869 879805 - Mobile - 07540 018295
E: draindoctor123@yahoo.com
W: www.draindoctoroxford.co.uk

As last year’s austerity delivered a further increase in our
Customer Satisfaction Survey, perhaps we can continue
to deliver more with less for another year – but it gets
increasingly difficult and you wonder how long we can keep
the struggle going.
Locally, meanwhile, there are more tough issues:
Housing policy is now under review, following my intervention
on the Steeple Aston Rural Exception Site last month.
Heyford Park turns out to have a different issue as the vast
majority of tenants, who were there in March 2012 for the

ww
w.northas tonorganics.co.uk
w ww.northas
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PARISH WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY 2014
NOR
TH AST
ON
NORTH
ASTON

STEEPLE AST
ON
ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday February 2nd - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

8:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green
6:00 pm
Candlemas
Rev Marcus Green

Sunday February 9th - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 am
Holy Communion
‘Snowdrop Sunday’
Rev Marcus Green

9.30 am
Family Service
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Geoff Hunter
6:00 pm
Evensong
Rev Marcus Green

Sunday February 16th - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 am
Holy Communion
with Children’s Church
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Village Praise
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green
6:00 pm
Evensong
Rev Marcus Green
and Fr Robin Gibbons (speaking)

Sunday February 23rd - Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 am
Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Geoff Hunter
6:00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday March 2nd - Last Sunday after Epiphany
8:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

11:00 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green

9:30 am
Holy Communion
Rev Marcus Green
6:00 pm
Holy Communion for St David’s Day
Rev Marcus Green
and Rev Geoff Hunter (speaking)

Families are welcome to all Sunday services.
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