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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Kildare Bourke-Burrowes, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Marcus Potts, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: marcus@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes. See above.
Village Hall Forum
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency: 101
Out of Hours Doctor: 08453 458 995

Only 10% of the Village came to our April Village Meeting, which is quite
normal, but those 20 people certainly had some lively discussions – where
to put the proposed village hall, how to kerb the green, where to put Daniel’s
new Jubilee Bench, what sort of Fête do we want this year, how to restrain
a few of our residents who persist in speeding through the village and
down St Mary’s Walk, how to get reasonable broadband speeds. All this
and more in Marcus’s very comprehensive Minutes.
It struck me while we were doing this that these same or very similar
issues will be being thrashed out in hundreds, in fact thousands, of
communities up and down the land, and that this has been going on like
this for a very long time. It makes you feel that these little parochial issues
are part of a whole national system of lobbying, discussion, debating and
voting, going from us right up to the Houses of Parliament, and then we
quietly abide by the decisions because that’s what democracy means. I
think we can feel pleased about that!
For a small place, we have quite a few events coming along now that the
sun has returned
May 18-27: Artweeks and The Scarecrow Show
May 19: The big opening Reception and entertainment in the Church
May 25: The annual Plant Swap and Sale
June: Hopefully, the unveiling of the beautiful new Jubilee Bench
July 20: The Village Fête
August 13: Mikron Theatre perform at the Barn
August 31: The North Aston Flower & Produce Sale
So now we know when we can’t go on holiday!
Vita Sackville-West wrote in ‘The Land’
The country habit has me by the heart.
He is bewitched forever who has seen
Not with his eyes but with his vision, Spring
Flow down the woods and stipple leaves with sun….
We’ve got it at last.
If you have any suggestions about Village life,
Kildare
please do call or email me.
Tel: 01869 340200 ~ email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com

Upcoming Events

ORCC Trading Oil Scheme

Coffee Morning
Wednesday 1st May 10:30 am, The Old Bakery
Gardening Club Meeting
Wednesday 8th May, 7:30 pm, Gilmore’s
Village Hall Forum
Friday 17th May 7:30 pm, The Old Bakery
Gardening Club Plant Swap & Sale
Saturday 25th May, from 2:00 pm, Church Carpark

Full details of this scheme have been published in previous editions of the
News, but with the arrival of warmer weather, don’t get lulled into thinking you
can overlook the heating system! Plan now for next winter! If you use oil-fired
domestic heating and would like to save hundreds of pounds each year on your
oil bill, then join the North Aston ‘Collective’. Please contact Chris Tuffrey, North
Aston’s liaison officer with ORCC. Call him on 07903 339155 or email:
info@offac.co.uk. Savings of over £250 in a year based on an annual membership
fee of just £20 seem like a bargain.
2

Announcements
Bus Services
The annual review of subsidised bus services in Oxfordshire
has now been completed. Few of the changes, which come into
effect in June, will have any bearing on us. The S4 BanburyDeddington-Oxford service will see existing journeys broadly
unchanged, but there will be an additional early evening BanburySteeple Aston journey introduced, which could be useful.

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Help for Heroes
Christopher and Chloe Woodhead (Folly Field House) are
raising funds for Help for Heroes by cycling with many injured
servicemen from Paris to London this June.
They will be joining hundreds of others from all over England
for The Hero Ride from Blackheath to Horseguards Parade
on Sunday 2nd June. Find out more on:
www.helpforheroes.org.uk/get-involved/challengeevents/hero-ride/ . If you would like to sponsor them, please
go to www.bmycharity.com/H4Hchloewoodhead2013
Christopher and Chloe Woodhead

This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS
Richard Boss
Linda Brown
Clive Busby
Hal Busby
Holly Busby
Iris Busby
Fred Hoare
Deirdre Oakley
Matthew Rees
Joseph Martin
Oscar John Taylor

Chris Tuffrey
Chris and Eileen want to thank the amazing people who have
been so much help to us in so many different ways during
Chris’s recent illness. “You know who you are”.
Huge thanks to you all.
Chris Tuffrey

are getting married on
31st May and would like to
invite all friends from the
village to join them to celebrate
their special day from 7:00pm
onwards in Beesley’s Close
Coffee Morning: This month’s regular Coffee Morning took place
on Wednesday May 1st. Next month’s will be staged on
Wednesday June 5th in the Old Bakery, starting at 10:30am.
Please call Gwen Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood
(340122) for further information.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

Gardening Club
Don’t miss the annual Plant Swap & Sale on Saturday
May the 25th. There will be a Gardening Club Meeting
on Wednesday 8th for final planning.

The lucky winners of the March were:
First Prize (£100): K Davison (#90)
Second Prize (£5): J Harvey-Lee (#116)

A reminder that the North Aston Flower & Produce
Show will be held on Saturday the 31st August this year.
If you haven’t yet collected your kit, then seed potatoes
and containers for the Spud in a Tub competition are
available for collection now from outside Norman West’s
house. Have you planted your sunfloeerr seeds yet?!!

This is the last of this year’s series of draws. If you’re not currently
a member and would like to join the 100 Club, then please call
Norman on 340368 to reserve your number. Call him today!

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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Village Hall
FORUM

days beforehand, as just about everyone who has ever
questioned the validity of the Village Hall project turned out to
listen to a presentation from two representatives from the
Balscote Village Hall Committee. They weren’t disappointed
– or perhaps they were?
However, the gathering kicked off with a bit of a bombshell.
Chris Tuffrey, chairman of the Village Hall Forum, was too
unwell to attend, and Eileen Gilmore had arrived in his place,
armed with a letter he’d asked her to read out. It pulled no
punches. On the one hand, Chris explained that he had
contacted the Planning Department at CDC concerning
Jeremy’s proposal that the Hall be relocated to the corner of
the Green – in the space currently occupied by the children’s
play area. They had responded with a categorical “no way,
never!” It is their adopted policy that public open spaces, village
greens and play areas must never be built over. They will not
sanction the construction of the proposed Hall on this site
under any circumstances – but more on that at the next Forum
meeting.
Chris went on to suggest that he was prepared to resign as
chairman because, after a one-on-one meeting at the
weekend, he felt that Jeremy was consistently placing
obstacles in the way of progressing the Hall, and the offer of
relocating the site had been just another tactical move. By
proposing this alternative site, was Jeremy withdrawing his
offer on Beesley’s Close, CDC’s preferred site? Visibly
surprised by the content of the letter, Jeremy was quick to
refute the suggestion, and reassure everyone that Beesley’s
Close was still on the table. If CDC couldn’t be persuaded of
the benefits of developing children’s play area, then the Hall
could still be built on Beesley’s Close.
Potential disaster averted, the Forum welcomed Terry Allen
and Tom Crump from Balscote, and Neil Holiday, Jeremy’s
land agent and advisor. Terry gave a twenty minute off-thecuff potted history of Balscote’s village hall story, and then
responded to questions from the floor. Throughout, it amazed
me how very similar Balscote’s situation and experience has
been to our own. Terry could easily have been talking about
North Aston. What was equally surprising to see, and hear,
was the response from those present. Knowing that most of
those who’d rallied to attend the Forum have, over the years,
been among the most consistently critical of the project, it
was almost heartwarming to witness their reaction. I don’t for
a moment think anyone underwent a Damascene conversion,
but I do hope that some had their worst fears alleviated.
Barry’s enthusiasm was palpable, and one had to accept
that he’d been a keen supporter of Balscote’s hall from the
very beginning, but Tom Crump admitted that he’d been very
sceptical at the start. However, now that their hall has
completed its first 18 months of operation, and has proven its
worth, bringing the community together, covering all its costs,
and far exceeding expectations, he’s revised his opinion. He
now believes it has all been hugely worthwhile.
The meeting broke up with a very good, positive feeling – a far
cry from the somewhat acrimonious tone of the Village Meeting
the previous week. Let’s hope that bridges have now been
rebuilt, and the Hall can come next.
Marcus

I think it was Jeremy Taylor who hit the nail on the head,
when he said at last Wednesday’s ‘extraordinary’ Forum
meeting that he’d suddenly realised that the Village Hall
“was actually happening”. It has taken half a lifetime –
and 25 years really is more time than many North Aston
residents have spent on this planet – but the project is
actually moving forwards.
It has been said several times in recent months that it wouldn’t
be until people actually saw physical signs of progress that
the realisation would finally dawn that this ‘thing’ was more
than a pipedream. On the evening of Wednesday 17th last
month a group of villagers met on the corner of the Green and
started poring over plans, measuring out a plot, and
hammering in stakes. One or two were sceptical that the site
was actually the right one, but if nothing else, seeing the
stakes in place was certain to be the catalyst for debate. In
that, at least, they were right!
The following evening there was a fairly heated discussion
during the Village Meeting. The unexpected offer of a new
site for the Hall from Jeremy, on the corner of the Green, had
certainly raised a few hackles – and perhaps rightly so. Check
out the Minutes elsewhere in this issue for more details on
what was said, and the only point I’ll add here is a response
to one criticism made at the Meeting; that the Forum
gatherings always seem to be predominately “pro” the Hall.
Over the years there have been four surveys relating to the
Village Hall idea, and consistently, the concept of a Hall has
met with overwhelming support from more than 80% of the
village – well over 80% at times. Given that statistic, it’s only
to be expected that a Forum convened to carry that objective
forwards should be largely in favour – it would be weird if it
wasn’t. Ask any politician what it’s like to be “in opposition”
and you’ll be told that it’s very frustrating to hold a minority,
but it’s not the end of the road. If anyone has concerns, they
should come to the Forum meetings and raise them, and if
they have valid arguments which they can present with
persuasive conviction, then they’ll be listened to.
A project of this magnitude can never hope to please
everyone, but it has to please most of them. It also has to
make compromises, offer concessions and adapt – but by
the same token, those who don’t agree with the judgements
made by the majority have to be equally flexible and accept
those decisions. It’s how democracy works.
The Village Meeting wasn’t the right occasion to tackle the
Village Hall in such detail, and after about forty minutes of
intense and at times passionate exchange of views, Chris
Tuffrey rightly called time. He suggested that everyone
reconvened at the next Forum meeting, which was called for
Wednesday 25th April.
It wasn’t one of the regular Forum gatherings, and the usual
hard-core of about half a dozen (or eight, sometimes, at a
stretch) had been swelled to nearer twenty. Some of the
telephones in North Aston must have been humming in the

The next Village Hall Forum is provisionally scheduled to take
place in the Old Bakery on Friday 17th, starting at 7:30 pm.
As always, all village residents are welcome to attend.
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The spectacular
‘Spirit of North
Aston’ Arts Festival
is nearly upon us!
May 18 – 27 2013
But . . . it’s certainly not too late to take part. We would welcome more contributions, and
if this event is to showcase North Aston’s talents to the full, we need more of your art!
Media: almost any, whatever you like working in – Digital Art, Drawing,
Painting, Engraving, Mixed Media, Paper, Photography, Pottery, Printmaking,
Textiles, Wood – and more.
Prizes: You can win one of the 3 ‘Peoples’ Choice’ Prizes.
Big: This is part of Oxfordshire Artweeks - country’s oldest and biggest open
studio event. Thousands of people attend it.
Promoted: our North Aston show will be actively promoted in the local press,
on radio stations, in village newsletters and on notice boards.
If you haven’t started yet, then GET CRACKING!!

Artweeks Contacts: Kildare: 340200 ~ John: 347164 ~ Nick: 345153 ~ Chris: 347210

Final Arrangements . . .
Formal Opening, Reception & Concert
Sunday May 19th 4:00 pm
Open to everyone, to view the exhibits, to enjoy a drink
and some food, and to listen to our own home-grown
talent playing, singing, reading, etc. Come early for a
place!

Dates, times and venues that you need to know
Artworks ~ Wednesday May 15th / Thursday May 16th
Please kindly bring your Artworks to the Church between
12 and 6 on either day. Someone will be there the whole
time to receive them, and will note your name, the title of
the work, and the medium it’s done in. They will also ask
for your phone number and email address IF, and only
if, you would welcome prospective purchasers to contact
you directly.

Artweeks Ends ~ Monday May 27th
The “Spirit of North Aston” Artweeks Festival comes to
an end at 6:00 pm. The exhibits will then need to be
collected and everything tidied away.

Scarecrows ~ Friday May 17th
Please bring your Scarecrow to the Church between
12 and 6. Please put your name somewhere on the back
of your scarecrow, using a sticker or felt tip pen. Please
remember these will of course be exhibited outside, it
will no doubt rain on them, and we can’t guarantee their
security, but we’ll do our best.

Artworks
Please come and collect your Artworks between 6pm
and 8pm on the 27th, or on Tuesday morning 28th May
between 10 and 1. If you can’t make those times, we will
store them, and will arrange to get them back to you
Scarecrows
We will store them until the Fête in July, when they will
be on display, and the prizes will be announced.

Informal Opening ~ Saturday May 18th
Starting at 12 o’clock, this will be a ‘soft’ informal opening,
nothing special going on.

We’re all looking forward to this, and hope that YOU will
have one or more exhibits ready for the big day. Like all
these things, it doesn’t happen without a lot of help, and
we’re sure that we can call for that when the time comes.

Village Praise & Children’s Church ~ Sunday 19th
Starting at 9:30 am. A joyful singing service for everyone,
with special input from as many of our children as
possible.

Thank you very much
5

The Great North Aston
Scarecrow Show
and Competition
Every Family or Household in the Village has
been invited to take part, by making the most
imaginative, frightening, weird or wacky
Scarecrow they can.

May 18th-27th 2013.
The Show will run in conjunction with North Aston Artweeks ‘The
Spirit of North Aston’, and the scarecrows will then be mounted up
again for the Village Fête in July.
Three members of our Farming-Dairying-Vegetable GrowingNursery community will form a judging committee, and there will
be prizes.
No ‘live’ exhibits!
When you’re making yours, remember – your scarecrow’s job is
to scare off birds! Also remember that it has to stand out in all
weathers. GET SCARECROW MAKING!!

Artweeks Contacts: Kildare: 340200 ~ John: 347164 ~ Nick: 345153 ~ Chris: 347210

Beyond the Veil
DCI Mark Starkey thinks he’s got a
quiet patch in sleepy Thistledale, but
all that is about to change
dramatically when there’s a sudden,
unnatural death on the local
allotment…
The grisly discovery down by the beehives is only the
beginning for Detective Starkey. To unmask the murderer
he must first uncover an altogether less savoury side of
life in Thistledale; the bitter grudges, thwarted passions
and murky pasts.
And then there are the bees. The life of the honeybee
might be described as one of great sweetness and
harmony, punctuated by sudden, desperate, acts of
violence. The same could be said for Thistledale.
Detective Starkey soon realises that the more he knows
about bees, the closer he gets to the killer!
Yes, the Mikron Theatre Company is returning to North
Aston with an all-new production that’s right up our street.
Make a note in your diary now.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

In theFriday
car park
behind the
Old Bakery
November
5th
Saturday
6thorganic veg
Wide variety November
of fresh seasonal
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy? Why not
try our Veg Box
Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you
door!

Tuesday August 13th in The Orchard Barn
Performance starts: 7:30 pm. Tickets: £9
Please reserve your seat in advance
by calling Julie Hillier at Nicholsons
on 01869 340342 or email julie@nicholsons.gb.com

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702
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North Aston Village Meeting
Thursday 18th April 2013 ~ The Minutes
Present: Kildare Bourke-Burrowes, Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Marcus Potts, James Taylor, Nick Bevan, David Hanna, Jan Liberadzki,
Peter Durnin, Jane Durnin, David Hazle, Christine Hazle, Nicholas Kneale, Beryl Greenwood, Clive Busby, Trudy Busby, Jocelyn
Parsons, Sandra Reeves, Sarah Bourke-Burrowes, Mary Healey, Eileen Gilmore, Jeremy Taylor, Matthew Rees, Beverley
Rees, Tony Rees, Chris Tuffrey.
Apologies: John Harvey-Lee, Niel Nicholson, Tuck Hatzigeorgiou, David Greenwood, Franca Potts.
had “done all the right things”. KBB would be required to sign
them if everyone approved.
4. Risk Assessment
SH added that part of the Statement demanded that a Risk
Assessment be carried out at least once a year, but that this
had already been considered at the Annual General Meeting.
JT then proposed that the Treasurer’s Report be approved.
Nick Bevan seconded, all voted in favour.
5. Kerbing the Green
Following on from the reference under the Treasurer’s Report,
KBB said that the question of kerbing the Green had been
raised at the previous Meeting, and that Eileen Gilmore had
suggested abandoning the idea of kerbstones or setts and
considering ‘post and rail’ instead. There was a brief
discussion of why the kerbing had not yet been done, with
reference to issues in finding a reliable and approved
contractor. This was necessary in order to ensure adoption
on completion by OCC’s Highways Department. MP explained
that kerbing had initially been considered because it was a
recognised factor in deterring speeding.
JT said that he would really much prefer not to have kerbing,
but he was concerned that the Green was being eroded. Tony
Rees asked about the last time the kerbing had been costed,
and how much the estimate had been. This had been just
over £2000. This was thought to have been a very reasonable
figure. CT added further background, and said that the road
varies between 16 and 22 feet in width, but the extent has
increased each time the Council has resurfaced the road.
EG repeated her case for post and rail, and believed that this
could be installed perhaps no more that two feet from the
road edge. It was felt this was preferable to kerb stones, which
would ‘urbanise’ the area. We are fortunate to have a proper
‘village green’, it was said, and the fairly wild appearance is
generally appreciated.
CT said that we’d probably all driven through Ardley, where
fresh kerbing and vertical posts have recently been installed.
This had been done privately, but had not been universally
well-received. EG said that North Aston’s green was privately
owned, and queried whether CDC would have the right to ‘have
their say’ in what we did with it. JT repeated that he favoured
post and rail and his concern over creeping erosion. Sandra
Reeves suggested that the next step should be to look at the
likely cost. JT was concerned that, with all the on-going chat,
we might end up doing nothing at all, but something definitely
did need to be done.
MP suggested that the road should be ‘cut’, dug out behind
the cut to create bedding for the roots, and the verge reinstated.
SH agreed, and then the post and rail could be installed. CT
said that Highways had agreed to the reinstatement of the
Green and consequent narrowing of the road. David Hazle

Village Meeting
1. Welcome & Apologies
KBB welcomed everyone to the meeting. He began by saying
that he understood that Chris Tuffrey was unwell, and would
not be able to attend the Meeting. In that case, he sought the
Meeting’s approval to write a letter to CT thanking him for his
six years of service as Chairman, and to wish him well. KBB
offered to prepare the letter. At that point, CT arrived, and
KBB repeated his thanks in person. CTT thanked him, and
assured the meeting that a letter was not necessary!
2. Approval of Minutes
KBB asked if the Minutes of the last Meeting, published in
the February issue of the News, had been a fair and accurate
representation of the AGM. There were no objections or
comments to add. The Minutes were proposed for approval
by Nicholas Kneale, seconded by Sarah BB, and approved
unanimously.
KBB then suggested that the Minutes were very detailed,
and asked if the Meeting could ‘make do’ with a simpler
account, perhaps of bullet points or headlines alone. These
could be published in the News, and the full Minutes could be
distributed via email or published on-line. MP noted that he
had received an email from Niel Nicholson with a similar
suggestion.
CT pointed out that not everyone was on email, or had Internet
access. KBB then asked if others thought that they were
simply too long and too detailed. Jeremy Taylor insisted that
they were not, and that they were invaluable, and that he
really appreciated them. Others felt that the detail allowed
those who were not able to attend the Meetings to keep abreast
of village matters. It was, almost unanimously, decided that
the detail of the Minutes should be kept as it is, and the onus
was on the Chairman to keep better control!
3. Treasurer’s Report
Sue Hatzigeorgiou handed out copies of her Treasurer’s Report
for the Village Meeting, showing that the balance in hand
was just under £2000. She suggested that the Auditors might
question the need for such a high reserve, as the Village was
not allowed to hold large sums of money without good reason.
She said that she would advise them that the money was
being accrued in order to cover the cost of ‘kerbing the Green’,
as she had done last year.
KBB asked if there were any questions relating to the Village
Meeting figures. JT queried the entry for subscriptions, and
SH explained that these were for the Oxford Association of
Local Councils and the Oxford Rural Community Council. She
then moved on to an explanation of the ‘annual return’ and
the Governance Statement, which affirmed that the officers
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said that, within a 30 mph limit zone, the post and rail could
still be erected quite close to the edge of the Green. JL
suggested that sandbags, filled with soil, could be used to
stabilise the verge until the grass had established, and the
sacks would eventually degrade.
There was then a discussion on the dimensions for the post
and rail. JT suggested that a trial run was attempted along a
short length of the Green, perhaps 20 yards or so. This was
met as being a good idea. BG recommended highlighting the
work with traffic cones at first. KBB thought this an excellent
compromise and a useful experiment. CT proposed the idea,
JD seconded, and the proposal was accepted unanimously.
KBB and JT will co-ordinate the idea with MP.
CT commented on the marked potholes and the colour coding
– yellow paint designating urgent work, white less so. It was
agreed that the holes were a hazard to cyclists, and if nothing
was done soon the Council would need to be contacted again.
6. Parish Council
KBB explained that North Aston currently has a “Parish
Meeting”, but there had been several instances over recent
months when the suggestion had been made that the village
might either be compelled to become a Parish Council, or
might find it beneficial to volunteer to take up the status. He
had spoken to the Democracy Committee at CDC, and had
been assured that, provided the population remained below
200, there was no obligation to become a Parish Council.
KBB had acquired a copy of the ‘bible’ on Local Council
Administration by Charles Arnold-Baker OBE and promised
to read the tome from cover to cover and report back to the
Meeting.
CT repeated his understanding that there was no compulsion
on North Aston to become a Parish Council, and that having
the parish Meeting was not only “the first step on the ladder
in democracy, but also at the forefront of democracy”.
SH wondered if there would be sufficient volunteers willing to
take on the roles of Councillors. It was agreed that finding
just the current requirement of three was challenge enough.
CT asked if we actually needed more powers? There was a
reference to burial plots, although KBB assured everyone
present that there was no practical shortage of space in the
churchyard.
MP explained that CDC had revealed that North Aston is
currently the largest Parish Meeting in Oxfordshire, but that
we do not yet need to become a Parish Council unless we
determine that to do so would be to our benefit. He had yet to
be convinced. KBB said we could leave the subject for another
Meeting, once he had read his book on Local Council
Administration.
7. Any Other Business
Burial of above-ground cabling. JT said he had been
negotiating with SSE to get the electricity cables buried
through the village, and that North Aston Farms was covering
some of the expense by carrying out the excavations.
However, he said he would welcome any contributions from
villagers. He said he was very conscious of the visible impact
of the poles and cables.
MP asked if this work could make provision for the future
installation of high speed fibre optic communication cabling.
JT confirmed that this had already been envisaged, and the
trunking would include capacity to accommodate additional
cabling. MP said that, if villagers thought the work would bring

the chance of high speed internet connection closer, then
they might be more likely to offer financial support.
There was then a discussion on Broadband speed; the siting
of the main fibre optic cabling along the main road; the
imminent arrival of high speed Internet to residents along Dane
Hill, and at Dane Hill Farm, and in Deddington. JT revealed
that all the cabling to the north of the Green, including the run
down behind the Vicarage, would soon be buried. KBB said
he would investigate the feasibility of connecting North Aston
to the HSI connection along the main road.
Duplication of poles. The on-going concern over the
duplication of telegraph poles around the Green was raised
again. The older poles carry the telephone cables, while the
new ones are exclusively for the electricity supply. Southern
Electricity says British Telecom needs to transfer its cables
to the new poles, but BT is claiming that this could take up to
six months.
Loose Kerbstones. Similarly, there was still little sign of
progress with regard to the loose setts along the margin of
the Somerton Road. KBB said he had spoken to Highways,
again, and that the job was “on the list” to be done. JT asked
if we could not carry out the work ourselves, and then send
CDC the bill? It was thought that there was every probability
this wouldn’t work, and either the costs would not be met, or
CDC might then ‘disown’ the kerbs and refuse future
maintenance.
This concluded the agenda for the Village Meeting.

Village Fund
1. Welcome & Apologies
The same apologies for absence were noted, and similarly,
the same list of those present was recorded.
2. Approval of Minutes.
The Minutes of the January Meeting were approved with no
matters arising, proposed by Nick Bevan, seconded by David
Hanna, carried unanimously.
3. Treasurer’s Report
SH explained the figures for the Village Fund, with particular
reference to the Village Hall Fund, and the money being held
‘in trust’ pending the opening of a dedicated bank account for
the Village Hall project. There were no further questions, and
the Report was proposed for approval by NK, seconded by
Mary Healey, and approved unanimously.
One point highlighted by the figures was the money raised by
the 100 Club, and SH suggested that thanks should be
expressed to Norman West for his ongoing administration of
the Club. This was unanimously supported. KBB added that
Norman had recently celebrated his 80th birthday, and
extended the meeting’s congratulations. KBB also expressed
his thanks to SH for completing the accounts.
4. Recent Events
MP said he wished to thank Jane McArdle for organising the
Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Monday. BG said it had gone
very well, but that it had been freezing cold!
5. Jubilee Bench
KBB reviewed the alternative designs for the proposed Jubilee
Bench, commissioned by the village from Daniel Durnin. There
were two different seating arrangements – one a single bench,
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the alternative being a series of smaller seats of different sizes
and heights. CT wanted to know what wood would be used.
JD said the bench would be made of green oak.
KBB said it was necessary to approve the chosen design at
the Meeting so that the bench could be completed in time for
unveiling during the coronation celebrations, although he added
that completion was not pinned to a particular date. The
celebrations were scheduled to run through into July.

remove, thereby deterring theft. Having seating on both sides
would also help to maintain the bench’s balance in use. JD
confirmed that she understood that the ‘back’ of the bench
would indeed be buried into the ground.
BG thought DD should be consulted on these details. KBB
said that he and MP would meet with DD to resolve the finer
points.
Finally, there was the question of a plaque. Chris Hazle said
she didn’t think the plaque should be on the bench itself, in
case this detracted from the appearance. MP said he thought
that a very small plaque, perhaps in brass, and simply
engraved, would suffice, and that this could be fixed discretely
to the seating itself, not to the back. KBB read out some
suggested wording, and amendments were offered from the
floor. This was agreed.
6. Artsweek
KBB said there would be further information in the North Aston
News, highlighting the schedule of events. KBB said artworks
would be accepted on the Thursday and Friday before the
opening on May 18th. He then outlined plans for the opening
event itself, which would include a concert.
7. Village Fête
KBB explained that a small scale meeting the previous week
had arrived at the recommendation of Saturday July 20th as
the date for this year’s Fête. After a brief discussion about
possible conflicting events, this date was approved.
MP said that an organising committee would need to be
created, but did we need a celebrity to open the Fête this
year? CT said that he though perhaps we could step back a
little this year, and maybe we didn’t need anyone famous to
open the Fête this time. Could we not go back to the kind of
fête we used to have?
It was generally agreed that last year’s event, while a great
success, had been as much as most people wanted to cope
with. We had proved we could do it, but perhaps once was
enough, for now anyway.
TR asked if those who took on duties for the fête could accept
more personal responsibility for their tasks.
Having set a date, it was agreed that the immediate priority
was the upcoming Artweeks event. Planning for the Fête could
now wait until that was over, when a preliminary Planning
Meeting could be called.
8. Village Hall
MP introduced the subject of the Village Hall, explaining that
the recent Forum meetings had seen an offer from Jeremy
Taylor to site the proposed Hall on the corner of the Green,
rather than in Beesley’s Close as originally planned. He said
that he appreciated that this might raise fresh concerns, and
open up further debate.
However, in order to focus minds, a group of villagers had met
on the Green the day before and set out wooden stakes to
highlight the possible position of the Hall.
JP said she was concerned that this was not a site that had
been offered to the village previously, in the various ballots
and surveys, and would the selection of this new site not
mean that further consultation would be necessary?
CT asked JT directly why he favoured this alternative site. JT
admitted that he didn’t personally favour any one of the sites
as such, but if North Aston is to have a Village hall, and we

KBB asked for a vote. 6 voted in favour of having several
individual seats at varying heights and sizes; 13 voted for a
single bench unit; 6 abstained. The single-bench design
was thereby approved.
The next question was that of the siting of the bench. MP
opened by suggesting a position overlooking the footpath
between the roadway on the north side of the Green and the
gateway into Beesley’s Close. He thought the bench could
face towards the children’s play area, and back Deirdre’s
house. EG then suggested that there should be a bench on
each side of the upright, with the bench perpendicular to the
path, so that people could either sit facing the view to
Deddington, or on the opposite side, facing the Green. This
was met with widely expressed approval, but David Hazle
wondered if this would add to the cost. CT said that, in view of
the need to make a decision without delay, then the Meeting
would need to approve a contingency to cover any extra.
NK said that he thought the site was perhaps the best
available, although an alternative was suggested that sited
the bench on the south side of the roadway, facing the gate
to Beesley’s Close and the view of Deddington, although still
with seating both sides.
SH asked if a maximum figure could be agreed, based on the
initial quote of £1500. KBB suggested that the Meeting should
approve a further spend of no more than £300. This was
agreed.
The next decision was to determine if the bench was “screwed
and glued” or dowelled. The latter was though to be more
long-lasting, and so was approved without further discussion.
To refine the exact placement of the bench, however, KBB
suggested that there should be a gathering on the Green,
with the completed bench, and it should be offered up until an
exact location could be decided. This too was agreed.
The next design decision related to the surroundings for
the bench. Some sort of base needed to be included to reduce
wear around the bench. CB stated that concrete and oak
were not a good mix, and would result in rapid deterioration of
the wood. It would be better to bury the oak uprights directly
in well-drained soil, and position flagstones beneath the
seating to minimise localised erosion - York stone if it could
be found, concrete if not.
JL also added that the design needed to incorporate “cross
legs” to the base of the uprights that could be buried in the
soil to add stability and make the bench more difficult to
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have such a large Green anyway, then it would seem sensible
to site the Hall within the area of existing development. Why
move out into a green field when we have a space that is
already used by the community? He would also want it to be
a beautiful building, and something that everyone would be
proud to look at and want to have within the village. There
would be no shortage of space on the Green, even if the corner
plot was used for the Hall, and a new children’s play area
could be developed nearby. If there are grounds for creating a
Village Hall, then, in his view, the corner of the Green would
be the best site.
EG said that it was indeed a logical site, but didn’t JT feel
that erecting a building on this new site would alter the
character of the Green? JT countered by suggesting that
placing the Hall in Beesley’s Close would also alter the nature
of the field. Being blessed with such a large Green as it is,
surely we could use some of it to site the Hall? EG suggested
that this was a case of “if we’re going to throw a lemon, then
suck it!” This took some explaining.
SR stated that, since she didn’t have to look at the Hall,
wherever it was built, she thought it was hard for her, or any of
the others who wouldn’t see it directly, to appreciate the way
those who would actually have to look at it might feel.
PD was concerned that building on the corner of the Green
would leave the children without a play area. He was reminded
that JT had already stated that an alternative site for this
could be developed.
CT was concerned that there was no precedent for considering
this new site, and people would only say, ‘oh no, here we go
again!’ However, if people felt concerned by these
developments, then they should have come to the Forum
meetings to express their concerns.
JD claimed not to have been aware that there had been a
move to site the Hall on the corner of the Green. MP pointed
out that it had been mentioned in several editions of the North
Aston News, and that anyone with views on this had been
urged to attend the Forum meetings. JD admitted she did not
read the News, but when she had attended a Forum meeting,
she had felt that it was very “pro” the Hall. It was pointed out
that, since the Forum is, in effect, a planning meeting for the
Village Hall Project, it was only logical that the majority of
those present would be supportive, as is the majority of the
North Aston community.
JT resumed by stating that it seems to him that the corner of
the Green is simply a far better location. EG said that she
didn’t expect the Hall to be ‘ugly’, and if it was going to be on
the Green, then she wouldn’t stand against it. “The need for a
Village Hall is getting greater and greater,” she insisted, “and
it’s better that we have a Hall than it is not to have it.”
JT agreed, and said that, if we are to have a Village Hall, then
“it should be a beautiful thing and in the best possible location.”
NK said that what JT was saying was “absolutely logical”,
but JL wondered if there might be “conservation issues.” CT
said that he thought the conservation issue in itself would not
be a problem, as representatives of CDC’s planning
department had already stated that they had no objection to
a Hall, provided it fitted in with the surroundings. However, he
did wonder whether planning would be approved for a site
actually on the Green.
SH also stated that she had concerns over the location, feeling
that the whole look of the Green would change, although she

added that we would still have a Village Hall, and that was
what was important.
EG said that, ultimately, there was a need for a ‘starting point’
from which to move the project forward – where the Hall will
go, and knowing that JT was happy with the location. JT
conceded that he would be far happier with “this site”, referring
to the corner of the Green.
CT then interrupted to make the observation that the Village
Hall was in danger of taking over the Meeting, and there was
a regular Forum where these subjects could be better
addressed. If people wanted to discuss the Village Hall project,
then they should take part in the Forum gatherings and air
their views there.
JT agreed, adding that “progress has been made, but things
are very much in the balance.” An additional Forum meeting,
at which representatives of Balscote Village Hall, would be
arranged for Wednesday April 24th.
9. St Mary’s Walk
KBB said that he had written to Kevin Cash after the last
Village Meeting, and had received a reply, dated 1st March,
which he read out to those present. In this, KC assured
residents that it was his intention to resurface the lane, and
that he shared their concerns. Since then, however, KBB had
heard nothing further.
Also, KBB asked if there was any feeling that the entrance to
St Mary’s Walk, to the left of the main gateway beside the
Green, needed additional care. Should it be better maintained
– perhaps with the removal of the ivy? The immediate
consensus was ‘no’, and aside from mowing the grass, the
corner was thought to look attractive. There was a brief
discussion relating to the ownership of the boundary wall,
believed to belong to The Hall, and the recent replacement of
the stones on the other side of the Walk with wooden posts.
10. Village Sign
KBB asked if there was any enthusiasm for a replacement
for the village sign, removed a couple of years ago after parts
started to fall off the original carved wooden sign. A competition
had been mooted, to design a new sign, with the favoured
style being that of a traditional pub sign, swinging in a
framework that could be repainted as necessary. However,
with the focus currently on the Jubilee Bench, it was thought
that the new sign could be left for another occasion.
11. Any Other Busines
Crime Wave. MP wished to make people better aware of
the recent instances of burglary and theft that had taken place
in the area, and encouraged everyone to be especially vigilant.
CT also added that there had been a number of thefts of heating
oil from domestic tanks, sometimes in broad daylight.
Speeding Traffic. MP said he had been asked to raise the
subject of traffic speeding in the village, most especially
because a significant number of those seen exceeding the
limit were actually village residents. Two cars in particular
were mentioned specifically, but a move to “name and shame”
(or, worse still, actually photograph the miscreants) was
deemed unnecessary. However, if spotted again, KBB said
he would be prepared to visit the residents and ask them to
drive more responsibly.
That completed the Village Fund Meeting and the gathering
concluded with the setting of a date for the next Meeting as
Thursday 4th July, at 7:30 pm, in the Old Bakery.
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Children’s Church and Praise
Sunday May 19th, 9:30 am
We plan a special service to start the day for the opening of our
Artweeks Exhibition and the afternoon Reception and Concert.
Village Praise is a hymn-singing service (favourite easy-to-sing
ones), and some of our children and parents are planning a
special edition effort. This is for everyone, perhaps particularly
for non-regular church-goers, and there will be delicious
refreshments afterwards as a little reward for our efforts.
PARENTS. Please meet with your children at the Taylors, Manor Farm House, at 3:30 on the afternoon
of Thursday 16th May for a bit of practice and preparation

Choosing our New Priest
How IS this done? Many of us imagine that the Church does everything in a very secretive, medieval and
convoluted way, but in fact it acts very like any other organisation most of the time. It has to really as it’s
quite big.
Just in our own Oxford Diocese there are more than 600 parishes with over 800 churches serving a diverse
population of more than 2 million people. Finding and choosing a new priest for a Benefice like ours is
done in a very normal way. A job description is prepared, an advertisement is placed in the most read
publication and online, candidates respond to that with their CVs, etc, they are short-listed and invited to
an interview.
In our case these interviews will take place on 10th July in Steeple Aston Village Hall, then there’s a lively
discussion, and by the end of the day hopefully one candidate is chosen and offered the post. Job done.

Artweeks 2013 and the great
North Aston Scarecrow Show and Competition
Please see separate notice in the News about this.
We will very kindly need some help curating this – 10 days, 6 hours a day,
so if you get a call asking for a little help, PLEASE say YES! Thank you.

Christian Aid Week
May 12 – 18
We raised a record last year, let’s see if we can do it again.

Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard Bailey,
Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Jane McArdle, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.
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It’s your Church

PARISH WORSHIP IN APRIL 2013
STEEPLE AST
ON
ASTON

NOR
TH AST
ON
NORTH
ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday 5th - Rogation Sunday

11.00 am
Rogation Walk
Revd Mervyn Puleston

9.30 am
Rogation Walk
Clive Busby

10.30 am
Rogation Walk
with the Methodists
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 12th - Second Sunday after Ascension

11.00 am
Holy Communion
Revd Stephen Pix

9.30 am
Family Service
Nick Bevan

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Stephen Pix
6.00 pm Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 19th - Pentecost

No service

9.30 am
Village Praise
& Children’s Church
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes

11.00 am
United Benefice
Revd Geoff Hunter
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 26th - T
rinity
Trinity

11.00 am
Holy Communion
& Children’s Church
Revd Stephen Pix

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Stephen Pix

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Revd Geoff Hunter
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Families are welcome to all services.

Mid-W
eek Services & Morning Prayer - Ev
ery W
eek
Mid-Week
Every
Week

9.30 am
Morning Prayer, Tuesdays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer, Mondays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer, Wednesdays

12:00 Noon
1662 Holy Communion, Thursdays
Other Events this Month

1st May – 10.30-12 pm Coffee Morning at the Old Bakehouse in North Aston
May 12-18 – Christian Aid Week
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