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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Kildare Bourke-Burrowes, NAPM Chairman
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, NAPM Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Marcus Potts, NAPM Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: marcus@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes. See above.
Village Hall Forum
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency
Telephone: 101
Out of Hours Doctor
Telephone: 08453 458 995

Upcoming Events
Coffee Morning
Wednesday 6th March10:30 am, Old Bakery
Village Hall Forum
Friday 8th March 7:30 pm, Old Bakery
Gardening Club Meeting
Wednesday 27th March 7:30 pm Nether Cottage

When did you last worry about catching TB? Probably never, though our
immediate ancestors worried about it the whole time, and at least 1 in 4 of
them died from it. Then along came the pasteurisation, antibiotic and
vaccination treatments, and it got more or less eradicated in the developed
world. Not so for cattle, and it’s tragic that 19 cows in North Aston recently
tested positive to one of the bovine TB tests and had to be sent away
(although they may not have actually had it). This gives a hint to the
complexity of the whole subject; there is as yet no useable vaccine, and the
best prospect could take years to pass the regulators. How is it spread
from one herd to another? As we all know, badgers and deer are the main
suspects – the very animals we love to see living freely as we walk and drive
around. Hence the huge fuss about the badger cull in Gloucestershire.
For the only time in over 25 years, I almost wish I lived in Deddington, and
I won’t be the only one. Having been dug up for months by Openreach,
they are very soon to have the first exchange in the UK which is all-fibre
optic, with a so-called FTTP (Fibre to the Premises) connection for every
customer, giving them internet access speeds of up to and even more than
100 Mbps, where we are sometimes lucky to get 2 (1.2 as I write this). I’ve
asked BT when we would get it – ‘no comment’, which probably means not
in our lifetimes. So our only hope rests with a modest broadband upgrade
of the Steeple Aston exchange, which was promised some time ago for this
Spring. I know some people in our village have no internet connection, but
for those who have, and especially for those whose livelihood and education
depend on it, this will absolutely not fulfil, for us, the Government’s stated
policy ambition ‘to deliver the best superfast broadband network
in Europe by 2015
2015’, with a Rural Community Fund to support it; a
humbug more like. And only two years to go. I know that some people have
cancelled their phone line, and just use their mobile, and an internet
wireless dongle on their computer, which seems to give them faster speeds,
and costs about the same.
Recently in Suffolk, I looked at a lot of scarecrows; they seem to be good at
them over there. Some of the other favourite scarers there are the socalled Hawk Kites, which are bird-of-prey-type shapes hovering and
dipping in the breeze attached by a long string to a pole. Very effective I
thought until I noticed large flocks of pigeons and crows directly
underneath them pecking quietly at the winter wheat. I’m sure our village
Scarecrows will be MUCH more frightening. I know that North Aston
Organics would love to have some.
I’m trying to get the loose pavement sets re-set by Highways, and the
duplicate poles removed by SSE/BT. If you have any other suggestions
about how we can improve our Community life here, please do call or
email me.

Kildare

Tel: 01869 340200 ~ email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com

This Month’s Birthdays

Jos Busby
Wendy Cox
Stephen Rees
Joseph Stay

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Help for Heroes
We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who
braved the cold and supported our ‘Christmas Light Switch
On’ to raise money for two brilliant charities. In total, including
sales from merchandise and wrist bands, £507.39 was
donated to Help for Heroes.
Thank you all very much for your continued generosity.
The Brown Family

CLIC Sargent Skydive
Every day ten children and young people in the UK hear the
shocking news they have cancer.
CLIC Sargent is the UK’s leading cancer charity for children,
young people, and their families. CLIC provides clinical,
practical, financial and emotional support to help them cope
with cancer and get the most out of life. They are involved
from diagnosis onwards and aim to help the whole family
deal with the impact of cancer and its treatment, life after
treatment and, in some cases, bereavement.
As some of you will be aware I work on the Paediatric
Haematology and Oncology ward at the John Radcliffe in
Oxford. On 9th March (weather permitting) myself and a
colleague are taking part in a Skydive to raise money for
CLIC. If anyone would like to sponsor me it would be very
much appreciated.
Thank you, Karen Hack (kbrown@hotmail.co.uk)

EASTER SERVICES
in North Aston 2013
Palm Sunday March 24th

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed,
or know someone who should be, please let us know.

Correction
It has been noted that the Minutes from January’s Village
Meeting, as published in last month’s edition of the News,
incorrectly attributed some comments to David Hanna. As
the listing of those present made evident, the source should
have been David Hazle. My apologies to both gentlemen for
the misreading of “DH” in my notes and I am sorry for the
distress that this error appears to have caused.
Marcus

Monday Singing!
A reminder that there is an informal gathering every Monday
evening in the Old Bakery between 7.30 pm and 9.00pm for
those interested in upholding North Aston’s choral tradition.
The current group is practicing some “simple part songs” with
a view to performing these to families, friends and partners at
a final session around Easter time. No previous experience
or ability to read music is needed, and the whole gathering
is relaxed and informal. Everyone welcome, but contact Mark
Stay or Niel Nicholson for further details.

9:20 am on the Green:
9:30 at the Church
Procession to the Church,
and narration from St
Mark’s Gospel, with parts
for everyone.
Good Friday March 29th
7:30 pm at Steeple Aston Church
Veneration of the Cross
Easter Day. Sunday March 31st
9:00 am in the Church
Family Communion

Everyone is very welcome

The lucky winners of the February were:
First Prize (£10): Marcus Potts (#69)
Second Prize (£5): Brenda Franklin (#22)
If you think that’s lucky, then perhaps you should be taking
part! If you’re not currently a member and would like to join the
North Aston 100 Club please call Norman on 340368 Renewal
time is almost upon us, so call him today!

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

North Aston

Gardening Club
We will be holding our annual Plant Swap & Sale on
Saturday May the 25th, which will fall within the second
weekend of Artweeks festival.
This later date will enable us to offer more flowering
plants and more mature veg plants. This will be the ideal
opportunity for gardening die-hards to get hold of some
unusual varieties or simply for anyone who fancies
having a go at growing your own to get well-grown plants
at bargain prices. All proceeds will go to the Gardening
Club.

2013 North Aston

Flower & Produce Show
Section A: Vegetables & Fruit
Section rules: ALL exhibited vegetables and fruit must be home-grown
and where appropriate displayed on plain white paper plates*.
1.
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Oddest Shaped Vegetable
Four Carrots
Four Potatoes
Three Onions
Three Beetroot
Three Courgettes
One Cucumber
Four Runner Beans
Longest Runner BeanD

10
11
12
13
14.
15.
16.
17.

Four French Beans
Four Tomatoes
Six different vegetables in a tray
Three of a kind of ‘exotic’
vegetable
Three Eating Apples
Three Cooking Apples
Six Soft Fruits
Bowl of Five Fruits

18. Spud in a TubD (No entry fee required)

Section B: Plants & Flowers

The North Aston Flower & Produce Show this year
will be held on Saturday the 31st August at 2pm.

Section Rules: All plants, flowers and herbs must be own-grown.
Exhibitors to provide their own container. All exhibited pot plants must
have been in the exhibitor’s possession for at least 3 months

We are publishing the new schedule for this year’s show
early to encourage all to plan their horticultural, culinary
and artistic endeavours in preparation for this highlight
of the North Aston summer.

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

There are new categories, including courgettes, exotic
veg, bowl of fruit and by popular request: French beans
and sweet peas! However most old favourites remain,
and we are hoping to repeat last year’s success with
spuds in a tub (instructions on when and where to collect
seed potato and tub to follow in April) and tallest
sunflower (free seeds to be distributed with April’s
newsletter).
We have simplified the children’s categories to
encourage more entries, and don’t forget, children can
enter in any of the other ‘open’ categories as well. Entry
fees remain the same as last year: we just want as many
people to take part as possible to make the 2013 F&P
Show the best one yet.
The show will be followed as always by an Auction and a
BYO BBQ or picnic supper.
Get Growing / Making / Snapping / Painting!

Good with Dogs?
The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association is looking for
households to provide safe, secure and welcoming
environments for their Brood Bitch Guide Dogs.
Potential homes need to be within a reasonable distance
of the National Breeding Centre, Bishops Tachbrook,
Warwickshire, so that includes North Aston. Fosterers
will take on various responsibilities associated with
looking after a pregnant dog, but will have total support
and access to advice from the Association. Training and
necessary equipment will be provided, and previous dog
handling experience is preferred but not essential.
Expenses will be covered. For further information, email
info@north-aston.co.uk, or contact the Guide Dog
National Breeding Centre. Tel 0845 372 7432 Ext: 6175.

One Single Stem Rose
One Spray of Roses
Six Sweet Peas
Arrangement of 5 Blooms Picked from your Garden
Flowering Plant in a Pot
One Flowering House Plant
Geranium in a Pot
Flower arrangement in an unusual receptacle
Arrangement of Wild Plants or Flowers
Village Tallest Sunflower CompetitionD (No entry fee required)

Section C: CookeryD
Section rules: All jams, marmalade, chutneys etc must have been made
by the exhibitor since September 2012. They must be displayed in
1lb (360 – 400g) jar with a screw top.
29 Jar of JamD
30 Jar of ChutneyD
31 Victoria SpongeD (3 eggs, any jam or lemon curd, castor sugar on
top)
32 Fruit CakeD
33 Three Scones, Plain or FruitD
34 Fruit PieD
35 Men’s Only CakeD
36 Three CupcakesD

Section D: Photography, Arts & Crafts
Section rules: Photographs must be unmounted and must not be larger
than 18cm x 13cm. All entries must have been made or taken since
September 2012. Maximum 5 entries per person.
37
38
39
40
41
42

Photograph of a Waterscape
A photograph of Animals
A photograph on an Agricultural Scene
Something made from Wood
A Picture made from any Medium on any Subject
A Limerick starting
“There was a/an . . . . . . . . . called . . . . . .”

Section E: For Children under 8 years, and 8-16 years
Rules for Sections E and F: All entries must be wholly the work of the
children themselves, and to have been created by the exhibitor since
September 2012.
43
44
45.
46.
47.
48.

Four CupcakesD
Four BiscuitsD
A Creature Made from Vegetables
A Miniature Garden on a Plate
A Painted Picture of a Monster (for under 8s only)
A collage of any subject (for 8-16s only)

*Paper plates will be supplied by the organisers. Children may also enter
all other sections. Judging will be by ballot except those categories marked
with a ‘D’, which will be judged by an independent adjudicator.
Entry fees: 30p adult per exhibit, 20p per exhibit for children.
Additional Entry Forms and full rules will be distributed in July/ August.

Your art is needed
for the spectacular
‘Spirit of North
Aston’ Arts Festival
May 18 – 27 2013

Media: almost any, whatever you like working in – Digital Art, Drawing, Painting, Engraving,
Mixed Media, Paper, Photography, Pottery, Printmaking, Textiles, Wood – and more.
Prizes: You can win one of the 3 ‘Peoples’ Choice’ Prizes.
Big: This is part of Oxfordshire Artweeks - country’s oldest and
biggest open studio event. Thousands of people attend it.
Promoted: our North Aston show will be actively promoted –
newspapers, radio stations, village newspapers, notice boards.
More news soon. Meantime GET CREATING!!

The North Aston Scarecrow Show
& Competition
Every Family or Household in the Village is invited to
make the most imaginative Scarecrow (small, large,
friendly, fun, scary, terrifying, static, moving, silent,
noisy) they can, and take part in the great
Village Scarecrow Show.
May 18th-27th 2013.

The Show will run in conjunction with North Aston Artweeks ‘The
Spirit of North Aston’, and then will be mounted up again for the
Village Fete.
Three members of our Farming-Dairying-Vegetable GrowingNursery community will form a judging committee, and there will be
prizes.

No ‘live’ exhibits!
When you’re making yours, remember – your scarecrow’s job is to
scare off birds! Also remember that it has to stand out in all
weathers. More news soon. Meantime please

GET SCARECROW MAKING!!
Artweeks Contacts: Kildare: 340200 ~ John: 347164 ~ Nick: 345153 ~ Chris: 347210

Jubilee Bench on the Green

We have received designs for the proposed Jubilee Bench from Daniel Durnin, as mentioned in last month’s edition
of the North Aston News. His sketches are reproduced above - with the significant difference between the two being
the incorporation of a single twin-slatted seat on one design, or a series of smaller, individual seats of different sizes
on the other.
If you would like to have your say on which of the two designs he makes, and exactly where on the Green the seat will
be sited, then please come along to the next Village Meeting, on Thursday 18th April. The commission has been
approved, and once the final design is selected, Daniel will then have about six weeks or so to make the bench in time
for the official unveiling on June 3rd, when we shall celebrate 60 years since the Queen’s Coronation in 1953.

Woodstock
Antiques &
Collectors Fair
Second Weekend of The Month
Staged in the historic Town Hall in Woodstock,
this Antiques & Collectors Fair brings together
between a dozen and twenty dealers every
month. Items on offer range from silver and
jewellery, through ceramics and glass, to general
collectables, paintings and ephemera. Some of
North Aston’s own dealers are regular exhibitors!
Open Saturday & Sunday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Free Parking around town or in the main car
park, near the library.

Next Fair: March 9th & 10th

Oxfordshire Autism

Alert Card
The Oxfordshire Autism Alert Card is available free of
charge to anyone in the county with autism. It can be
shown if the holder needs:
Q

Support from their contacts

Q

Help in difficult/stressful situations

Q

Help from police officers or other emergency
services

Q

Help on public transport

Q

To explain about autism

As well as helping the person suffering from autism, it
will also assist others by identifying that they are dealing
with someone with autism. If you are presented with a
card, please support the cardholder using the advice
on the card and, if necessary, contact their named
supporters.
The scheme provides free autism training for police and
other services. Alert Card leaflets and posters available
on request.
For more information: www.autismoxford.org.uk
Tel: 0844 381 4484
Email: alertcard@autismoxford.org.uk

From Thames Valley Police
There seems to have been a general increase in criminal
activity in recent weeks, and those on the North Aston Village
Emailing List will have received several warnings of nearby
incidents and advice on what to do if they see anything
suspicious. If you use email but don’t yet receive our
messages, and wish to be included on these group mailings
(which often include other useful information about village
events), then please make sure you submit your address to
us at info@north-aston.co.uk.

Speed Checks
A number of speed checks have been carried out by TVP in
the area recently, including sessions at Caulcott (none
detected speeding), Somerton Road Upper Heyford (2
speeding, both being Somerton residents!), Somerton village
(none speeding), Bucknell (none speeding), Hethe (none
speeding), and Camp Road Upper Heyford (2 noted as
speeding). As someone who monitors our own detector, I find
these results simply astonishing, and actually, unbelievable.
Our own results show that, on average, one car in three
exceeds the speed limit through the village, and we
consistently record cars exceeding 50 mph past the Green.
To have no cars detected as speeding at all is a paradise we
can only dream of. Best all move to the other side of the river!

men aged 53 and 52 and a woman aged 53 were arrested.
They were subsequently bailed and investigations are ongoing.

Contact the Police
Should you wish to speak to a local officer about crime
prevention, advice on securing your property, deterring burglars,
suspected theft, or any other aspect of police work, please
contact Thames Valley Police by dialling 101. If you witness
a crime in progress, or suspect that one may be about to be
committed, dial 999.

Burglaries
A number of forced entries were recorded last month. In
Twyford, near Adderbury, thieves used a brick to smash a
rear window and enter a property where they conducted “a
thorough and untidy search” and stole jewellery and computer
equipment.
On Saturday 16th, between 8:15am & 9:30am, workshops
on North Aston Road in Duns Tew were broken into and tools
and equipment stolen. This was in addition to the robberies
reported last month. The day previously, a tack room located
on Church Street, Barford St. John was ransacked, and riding
equipment and leathers stolen.
On Tuesday 19th, a distinctive Sterling Elite Caravan with
grey side panels, registration DE61MBX, was stolen from
Twyford Wharf near Adderbury, and there have been various
other thefts in Banbury and Wardington.
Reports have been received of a stockily built white male
wearing a builder’s jacket and driving a white Mercedes pickup truck (possibly loaded with road salt) acting suspciously,
particularly around expensive-looking cars. There have been
several vehicle thefts in this area recently, and a number of
catalytic converters have also been stolen - often during the
night. You have been warned!

Good News Stories
Visitors to an address in Upper Heyford had their vehicle seized
by Police during a routine check on the vehicle. It was
discovered it had no insurance and the two occupants of the
vehicle were also found to be in possession of Cannabis and
subsequently ‘dealt with’. A vehicle reported stolen from the
gliding club at Caversfield was recovered three days later on
Bure Park in Bicester having being abandoned there. A female
was arrested and given a penalty ticket for damaging property
in Ambrosden and, following reports of two burglaries in
Chesterton in December, the police have arrested a man. A
vehicle that was stolen during one of the associated burglaries
has been recovered. A large quantity of stolen horse tack has
been recovered from an address in Banbury. The haul included
180 items including saddles, horse rugs and bridles and two

Re-Use at Alkerton
Until a year or so ago, it was possible to “donate” items at
the recycling facility at Ardley for re-use. Anything that you
didn’t want yourself, but still had life in it, could be left for
others to collect and offer a good home. For a number of
reasons - and the fact that all the staff at Ardley suddenly
changed was partially indicative of why this happened - the
practice was stopped.
The future of the recycling depot at Ardley is now in doubt,
and there may come a time soon when our nearest facility
will be at Alkerton, off the A422 Banbury-Stratford Road, on
the other side of Wroxton. This will be ridiculously inconvenient
and will almost certainly result in an increase in fly tipping in
our area. However, common sense has prevailed in one regard
- so there’s hope it may yet in others - and the Council has
reintroduced a “Re-use Area” at Alkerton (not at Ardley).
You can donate anything from crockery and collectables to
furniture and kitchen equipment. Items previously donated by
others can also be purchased. The hope is that this will reduce
the demand for landfill. For the time being, electrical goods
will not be accepted, although they can still be placed in the
electricals bins to be recycled. Upholstered furniture and toys
will have to comply with safety standards (have fire labels
and CE marks) everything must be in reasonable clean working
condition. The income will be used to help offset some of the
costs of running waste management services.

Village Hall Forum
Last month’s Forum meeting was postponed due to the
absence, illness or general unavailability of several key
members. The new date for the meeting is Friday March 9th
at 7:30 pm in the Old Bakery. The topics under discussion
will be as listed in last month’s February News editorial, and
include the precise siting of the Village Hall, its design, and
fundraising proposals for 2013. Please come along!

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

November
5th
In theFriday
car park
behind the
Old Bakery
Q

Saturday
6thorganic veg
Wide variety November
of fresh seasonal

Q

at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Q

Too busy? Why not
try our Veg Box
Scheme?
Fresh vegetables
delivered to you
door!

Trekking
on the
Great Wall
of China!
Marie Curie Cancer Care is
looking for Oxfordshire
residents interested in taking
part in a life changing trek
along the Great Wall of
China in May 2014, exploring
one of the wonders of the world and experiencing the
people and culture of rural China.

Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

This nine day challenge, from 16th to 24th May, offers
participants the chance to trek the 15th Century Ming Dynasty
hard rock wall, before descending on local trails to experience
the rural life of people in Hebei Province, and discovering true
Chinese culture, supported by local guides. Each night
participants will be able to camp in the wilds and enjoy eating
freshly cooked food beneath the stars. On the last day
participants will have the opportunity to discover the sights
and sounds of Beijing.
Marie Curie Cancer Care Events Fundraiser Ed Turnham said,
“This is the perfect trip to transform your life view and gain
confidence by overcoming physical and mental obstacles in
this great challenge. Our participants will work hard as a
team to find self confidence and a real sense of achievement.
The trek aims to raise £120,000 for Marie Curie Cancer Care,
whose nurses provide free care to people with terminal cancer
and other illnesses in their own homes and in the charity’s
nine hospices.”
Open to anyone over the age of 18, the trip has limited
availability so it is advisable to register early to avoid
disappointment. Registration costs £299 and everyone is
asked to raise a minimum sponsorship of £3,000.
The trek aims to raise £120,000 for Marie Curie Cancer Care,
with £180 paying for a nine hour shift for a Marie Curie nurse
in a patient’s home, or £435 for the cost of caring for in-patients
at our Marie Curie Hospices.
For further information call 01604 442313 or visit:

www.naenterprise.co.uk

www.mariecurie.org.uk/fortune

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702
Adverts

BabySitting Service
Mature and responsible 16 year-old available for babysitting.
Please contact Yvie on 01869 340090

Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends. Also dog walking.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356 anytime

Computer Problems Solved

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first Wednesday
of each month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from 10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring
Gwen Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

We hope to see you on Wednesday March 6th

entirely focussed on this ward, with Steeple Aston’s White
Lion pub applying for change of use to residential and
applications by the Upper Heyford Free School to use
the sports facilities as temporary accommodation while
they convert the former Officers’ Mess into their
permanent campus.
With a number of contentious proposals from elsewhere
(such as the multi-storey carpark for Banbury Station) it
promises to be both a long and a busy meeting.
This month’s news is mostly about Budgets and Plans –
I hope that’s not too boring!

Local Planning
The Local Plan setting out development in the District
over the next thirty years, which we’ve been waiting far
too long for (mainly because, whenever we’ve got close,
the Government has moved the goal posts) while
developers fill the vacuum, may finally be ready for
submission to public examination in May after yet another
round of consultation triggered by a number of minor
changes.
When it’s eventually delivered, it will be backed by some
80-odd documents of evidence, without which it would
be rejected and we’d have to start again – I really hope
the whole rigmarole is worth the time and expense. There
are still some crucial local details I want to see corrected
before I’m happy with it while, on a larger scale, the
emerging Banbury and Bicester Masterplans will have a
major impact on our future environment – so there’s
plenty more to play for yet.

Up in the Air
A nutty proposal, meanwhile, has been publicly floated,
to turn RAF Croughton into a new hub airport for the
south east, with Upper Heyford as its car park!
I do hope news of this in the Press didn’t cause anybody
to choke on their cornflakes. Croughton is owned by the
MoD and leased to the USAF for one of their most
important UK facilities: neither are known to have any
plans to move. Upper Heyford, meanwhile, is a
conservation area containing many listed buildings and
several scheduled ancient monuments, with planning
permission for large numbers of homes.

Unbagged
Budget cuts have struck close to home, with the £6,000
cost of giving away dog poo bags falling victim to
austerity. As these are popular in our villages, I went
down fighting for them but was outvoted by those who
felt dog owners should pay for themselves and not be
subsidised by the general taxpayer – such vital matters
are the small change of democracy!
The Year Ahead
The budget overall is actually looking quite cheerful,
assuming it passes at the next full Council meeting. The
focus is on the local economy, with support for our Job
Clubs and apprenticeships though, with a hundred
businesses moving into Bicester last year (where have
they all set up?), the District is doing really rather well
compared to other parts.
Bucking Trends
We’re bucking another trend by upping the target for
affordable homes from this year’s 100 to 150, including
the self-build projects we’ve been pioneering.
On the green side of life, we’re pushing on with recycling
and street cleaning while reducing the council’s energy
consumption and providing low cost insulation for
residents, while health projects include the new Bicester
hospital and sports pitches and extending the successful
Brighter Futures programme for vulnerable families.
On the “bottom line” there are savings of £500,000 to
make while improving resident satisfaction with council
services at the same time: if all that can be achieved,
perhaps Cherwell will be forgiven for sacrificing free poo
bags!
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

So, whichever group decided to circulate this idea (which
includes a stop on the HS2 high speed rail line unknown
to the Department of Transport) seem to have little basis
for the trouble and upset it will have caused to anyone
who took them seriously.

ORCC Trading Oil Scheme

Exceptional Circumstances
Local planning matters have included approval for a
second Rural Exception Site on Fenway in Steeple Aston.
As the name implies, such permissions are exceptional:
they are only given for groups of affordable homes built
by a Housing Association (now called a Registered Social
Landlord – the housing world is bedevilled with jargon)
for occupation by families with a strong connection with
the locality, preventing them being priced out of their
home village. The next Planning Committee seems

For full details of this scheme, see previous editions of the News,
but with the hope of warmer weather on the horizon, don’t get
lulled into thinking you can overlook the heating system! If you
use oil-fired domestic heating and would like to save hundreds
of pounds each year on your oil bill, then join the North Aston
‘Collective’. Please contact Chris Tuffrey, North Aston’s liaison
officer with ORCC. Call him on 07903 339155 or email:
info@offac.co.uk. Savings of over £250 in a year based on an
annual membership fee of just £20 seem like a bargain.

Don’t get caught out by the cold!

PARISH WORSHIP IN MARCH 2013
STEEPLE AST
ON
ASTON

NOR
TH AST
ON
NORTH
ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday 3rd - Third Sunday in Lent
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

8.00 am
1662 Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 10th - Mothering Sunday
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Family Service
Rev’d Geoff Hunter

9.30 am
Family Service
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm
Evensong
Frs Mark Clavier & Robin Gibbons

Sunday 17th - Passion Sunday
No service

6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
United Benefice Service
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 24th - Palm Sunday
11.00 am
Holy Communion & Children’s Church
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

10.30 am
Palm Sunday Procession
6.00 pm
BCP Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

Monday 25th to Good FFriday
riday
eek
riday,, 29th - Holy W
Week
Maundy Thursday, 7.30 pm
Holy Communion &
Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday, 7.30 pm
Veneration of the Cross

No Additional Services
Families are welcome to all services.
Father Mark provides a children’s sermon for
children 4+ during the service.

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
Compline
Maundy Thursday, 7.30 pm
Service, Tackley Methodist Church
Good Friday, 12.00 pm
Meditations on the Cross

Sunday 31st - Easter Sunday
11.00 am
Holy Communion & Blessing of the
Paschal Candle
Fr Mark Clavier

9.00 am
Family Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

10.30 am
Holy Communion
6.00 pm
BCP Evensong
Frs Mark Clavier & Robin Gibbons

Mid-W
eek Services & Morning Prayer - Ev
ery W
eek
Mid-Week
Every
Week
9.30 am. Morning Prayer, Tuesdays
Noon. 1662 Holy Communion, Thursdays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer, Mondays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer, Wednesdays

Other Events this Month
6th March – 10.30-12 pm Coffee Morning at the Old Bakehouse in North Aston
Bible Study at the Rectory each Monday 1.30-2.30 pm
13th March—7.30 pm A Pint with the Parson at the Red Lion, Steeple Aston

