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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Marcus Potts, Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: marcus@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Churchwarden
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency
Telephone: 101
Out of Hours Doctor
Telephone: 08453 458 995

Upcoming Events
Coffee Morning
Weds 2nd May. 10:30am-12:00pm. Old Bakery
Christian Aid Week
13th-19th May. Collection in the Village.
Gardening Club Meeting
Wednesday 23rd May. 7:30pm, Nether Cottage
French Supper Evening
Saturday 26th May. 7:30pm, Preach Pubs Barn
Village Hall Forum
Monday 28th May. 7:30pm. Old Bakery

April Showers - you must be kidding. On Sunday morning I went
for a walk in the wind and rain taking the dogs over Banbury’s
Ground, and looking over the Cherwell Valley it looked like one
gigantic lake. Still the water companies will tell us that all this
rain will not negate the need for the drought order.
The first of this year’s programme of events was held last
Friday night in Nicholson’s Tythe Barn; the Spring Quiz. Marcus
will no doubt be giving us the results later in the News. For my
part I would like to thank Marcus and Franca for compiling
the Quiz questions, which were topical and unusual. Thank you
Liz and Niel for the use of the Barn and also helping us to set it
up. This one event goes a long way to prove that we do need our
own facility.
The Speed Monitor has at last been returned to the
manufacturer in Stratford, whose initial assessment was that
it needed major surgery. Hopefully in the next week we will
have their estimate as to the cost of repair. There have been a
number of comments made that it would appear that speeds
have increased since the speed monitor has been out of action.
A number of households have had a letter from Thames Water
indicating that from the 2nd to the 12th May they are carrying
out work in the village to improve the water quality and pressure
to Hall Close. The letter was not very exact in its explanation,
so to try and clarify matters I have spoken to the Engineer in
charge of the work. She has told me that the work will take
about two weeks and involves replacing the old water pipe from
the main road around to the end of Hall Close. The explanation
for this work is as follows: Hall Close use very little water, so
it stays in the pipe for long periods causing the pipe to silt up
and degrade, so water quality becomes poor. She told me that
this is very common where a supply only serves 10 – 12 houses.
It does mean that the village will have no water for a couple of
days at the beginning of the work and at the end, dates to be
notified. I have a name and contact number for the Engineer.
At the last village meeting it was suggested that we
commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee. The only suggestion
forthcoming seemed to be to have some sort of village sign made.
The work load for the officers is very busy at present so, if
there is someone out there who would like to take this project
on, let me know. The alternative would be to have some form
Jubilee Picnic Table, Jubilee Bench (similar to the one we have
already) or to have a circular Jubilee Bench around one of the
trees. The last three suggestions could be put in place very
quickly in time for our Big Lunch, when it could be unveiled.
We have had notification that there have been a number of
lead thefts again from church roofs. We are all aware that our
church has suffered this fate. If you see anything suspicious
call the Police straight away.
That’s all for this month. Lets hope the
weather starts to improve soon.

Chris Tuffrey

You can call me by telephone on 07903 339155, send me an email:
info@offac.co.uk, or just knock on the door at Gilmore’s, The Green.

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Quiz Night in a barn in a windswept field......
Rosi, reading upside-down in a loud voice, “Spiderman 2?
Why have you put Spiderman 2??”
This was Hannah’s answer to ‘Which film was the most
expensive Hollywood film?’.
“Rosi, you said that soooo loudly!!”
“Sorry Hannah, I was just trying to read it!!”
Five minutes later... and, the most expensive film was .......
Pirates of the Caribbean 3.
“See! It doesn’t matter that I said Spiderman 2 really loudly!!!”
“Yes... but someone might have heard....”
Tense moments, competition in the air ... a great night.
I would like to thank Marcus and Franca for the time they put
in to making sure that the Quiz Night was so much fun.
Franca ran a fantastic bar and obviously put in quite a lot of
effort to make sure that everything went smoothly, she
definitely succeeded! Marcus made his brilliant quiz questions
enjoyable and fun to try and work out as a team. The slides
were well prepared and beautifully presented, as were the
questions! I think that I can safely speak for everyone who
was there and say that it was a great night which we all
enjoyed.
Thank-you very much to everyone involved.
Liz Nicholson
Thanks to all! We had an enjoyable evening, even though we
played our joker on our worst round!
James Greenwood

The April draw is the last in the current year for the North
Aston 100 Club. The lucky winner of the “Big Prize” will have
received a very welcome £100 by now (full details later in the
News), but if you want the chance to be a winner, then first
you have to take part.
If you’d like to renew your existing membership for
the forthcoming year, please return your
membership fee to Norman West in the envelope
provided. Alternatively, notify Norman on 340368 if
you do not wish to continue.
We sincerely hope that you will renew, and we thank
you for your generous support in the past. However,
we really do need new members if the 100 Club is to
be a complete success. Anyone who hasn’t taken part
before, but would like to join, should contact Norman. You
can also enrol a relative or friend as a member.
Annual membership is just £5, with the chance to win any one
(or more!) of the following prizes:

12x £5 prizes ~ 8x £10 prizes
3x £25 prizes ~ 1x £100 prize
Call Norman on 340368

STEEPLE ASTON
PLANT FAIR
SUNDAY 13TH MAY 12 – 2pm

The next major event on the North Aston social calendar is
the French Supper Evening on Saturday May 26th, in the
Peach Pub Barns.
This event is strictly limited to 40 diners, but there are still
some places left. See the advert elsewhere in the News for
full details, but if you’d like to be included, then please reserve
your seat as soon as possible by calling 01869 347356 or
emailing us here on info@north-aston.co.uk.

Get into the Swing
Embrace the occasion by getting
into the swing of French sporting
endeavour by trying your arm at a
game of Petanque. Mark Stay has
offered to organise a game of
boules for the afternoon before the
supper - exact time and venue to
be finalised, but call him on 347806
if you’d be interested. Teams of two
people, no experience required!

Dr Radcliffe’s School, Steeple Aston

Nurseries & Growers
Bedding & Baskets
Rare & Unusual Perennials & Shrubs
Herbs & Heritage Fruit Trees
Raffle & Refreshments
ENTRANCE:
ADULTS £1.00.
CHILDREN FREE
Organised by the Governors of Dr Radcliffe’s.

All monies raised will be used to help
landscape the new Dr Radcliffes building.

Adverts
BabySitting Service
Mature and responsible 16 year-old available for babysitting.
Please contact Yvie on 01869 340090

Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends. Also dog walking.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356 anytime

Computer Problems Solved
Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

www.naenterprise.co.uk

Vegetable Stall
Friday November 5th
Open
Mon-Sat from 9.00am

Saturday November 6th
In the
car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Help make the community safer today
If you have any information about a crime, call Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or visit the website at

www.crimestoppers-uk.org

North Aston
Social Club
2012 Calendar of Events
May
26th

French Dinner Evening (Peach Pub Barn)

June
3rd
North Aston Big Lunch & Jubilee Celebration
July
21st
26th

Village Fête & Evening Barbecue
Mikron Theatre Company

August
TBC Mid-Summer Event (To be arranged)
September
8th
Flower & Produce Show (Green)
9th
Stately Home Car Boot Sale (Green)
October
TBC Harvest Supper (Nicholsons Barn)
28th Halloween Barn Dance & Barbecue
(Licensed Bar & Fancy Dress)
November
TBC Medieval Banquet (Nicholsons Barn)
(Period Dress, Licensed Bar & Auction)
December
TBC Village Quiz Night (Licensed Bar)
Full details of every event will be advertised in the
News in the months prior to each event.

Too busy?
Why not try our Veg
Box Scheme - Fresh
vegetables delivered
to you door.

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

ORCC Trading Oil Scheme
We published fuller details in last month’s News, but if you use
oil for your domestic heating, this scheme could save you
hundreds of pounds each year. If you would like further details,
or would wish to join the North Aston ‘Collective’, please contact
Chris Tuffrey, North Aston’s liaison officer with ORCC. Call him
on 07903 339155 or email: info@offac.co.uk. Some members
have saved over £250 in the last 12 months, which suggests that
saving the annual cost of membership (just £20) several times
over during the same period is not an exaggeration.

Fish & Chips!
Every Thursday afternoon from 5:00pm
until approx 5:30pm, by the telephone box

Support the Mobile Library
Every Second Thursday of the Month
09:40-09:55 by the Telephone Box
Not a member? Enrol at the library in Deddington, or on-line
at www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk. It’s free.

There are still some spaces available for the French-themed supper evening
to be held in the Peach Pub Barn. Come along and enjoy a delicious threecourse dinner of classic French cuisine, including Trou Normande and a
complimentary glass of Saumur Moussant.
Live accordion accompaniment between courses.
Strictly limited to 40 diners, with tickets
offered on a first-come, first-served basis.
Choice of main course and dessert, with a
vegetarian option - please advise at time of booking.
Please bring your own choice of wine.

Beach Pub Barn on Saturday May 26th
Arrive at 7:30 for Dinner at 8.00
Reservations: £18 per person.
Call 347356 or email info@north-aston.co.uk
More Lead Thefts
There has been more attempts to steal lead from the roofs of churches and other
buildings in the Bicester area. The Church of St Mary in Launton was targeted last
month (some time between Sunday 22nd April and the evening of Monday 23rd
April), and police are asking anyone living near a church, or any building likely to
appear attractive to metal thieves, to remain extra vigilant.
If you see anything suspicious or have any information please telephone 101 with
information to Bicester Rural Police Team or 999 for immediate attention.
Many Thanks,
Deborah Hextall, Cherwell Regional Watch Co-ordinator

Other Recent Crimes
Here is a summary of the crimes reported to Police in our area in recent weeks. A number of cars were spray-painted in Ardley and
Lower Heyford, and a lorry at a business premises in Souldern was damaged. Electric cabling was stolen in Ardley, and metal gates
were stolen from premises in Chesterton and Ambrosden. An electric fence unit was stolen from Hethe, and there have been several
instances of number plates stolen from cars.
Thefts from unsecured cars is hardly surprising - never leave your vehicle unlocked, even outside your home. Harder to deter are those
who are determined to steal heating oil. With the price of fuel still rising, this is a profitable exercise for thieves, so do what you can to
disguise your oil tank behind a hedge or fence. Likewise, be wary of leaving valuable tools in outside sheds. Bicycles, gardening
equipment, power tools, strimmers and chain saws are commonly targeted. A trailer and quad bike were stolen from Launton, and a
van was stolen from Steeple Aston (although was retrieved from a scrap dealer’s yard in Bloxham). There were two reports of assaults
in the rural area one at The Butchers Arms in Fringford and another at a party in the village hall in Duns Tew.
Two males from lower Heyford were given cautions for Cannabis possession in Steeple Aston, and a male has been arrested following
the assault in Fringford. Enquiries are still ongoing into several of these crimes and if you have any information that may help in the
investigation then please contact police on the details below.
Contact Us
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call them on the new police non-emergency number of
101. If your call is an emergency then dial 999.
You can also contact us via email: BicesterRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
If you have information about crime or Anti Social Behaviour in your area but you do not want to speak to the police, please call the
Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555111.

North Aston
Gardening Club

I hope you have all planted your Sunflower seeds.
As you will read from the minutes of the last
Gardening Club meeting, there was some discussion
as to transporting the Sunflower exhibits to the
Flower & Produce Show. A final decision will be
made at the next meeting as to whether we measure
the Sunflowers in situ or we bring to the Show.

POTATO COMPETITION

First, thank you to Mark Stay North Aston
Organics for the seed potatoes and to Nicholsons
Nurseries for the 20 litre pots.

Rules
Take one seed potato supplied through the
Gardening Club and one 20 litre pot also supplied.
Plant seed potato in pot adding whatever
concoction of growing medium you like. Enter it into
the Show where it will be weighed and the heaviest
crop will be declared the winner.
How to obtain Seed Potato and Pots:
From Friday 4th May until Monday evening 7th May,
a supply of pots and potatoes will be available from
outside Gilmore the Green, North Aston. Please
take only one pot and potato per household. If we
run out I will get more - just leave me your name
and I will get them to you by the Tuesday.

North Aston Gardening Club Meeting
18th April 2012
Thanks to Lynn and Fiona for hosting the April
Gardening Club meeting and also for offering to
host next month’s as well.

Brief summary of proceedings
Members present: Lynn Quek, Chris Hazle, Deidre
Oakley, Bill Graham, Franca and Marcus Potts.
Apologies received: Chris Tuffrey, Eileen Gilmore.

Plant swap and sale: The wrong date was given in
the April News: correct date is Saturday 5th of
May; however, the general opinion was that this
date was too early as many plants will not have
grown to a size where they would be suitable for
sale. CH suggested we move this event to combine
it with the Big Lunch on June 3rd, when there will
be a larger ‘captive market’, and members will have
more plants to bring. There was general agreement
with this. A marquee could be set up with trestle
tables for a display of horticultural gems.
Open Gardens: Originally planned for early June
as part of the village social club programme of
events. Members felt that there is insufficient
notice for gardens to be ‘made ready’ for this event
and thought it would be better postponed until next
year, possibly for a date in late June, 2013.

Bees: Wendy and Bev will have received their new
colonies by the end of the month. Franca has spoken
to Bev: there is a possibility that if their colonies
become established over the next year, that a new
hive could be introduced to the allotment using bees
from these colonies. In any case, allotment and
village gardens will all benefit from the new
colonies in the coming season.
Flower and Produce Show: This has been scheduled
for Saturday the 8th of September. There was a
discussion about the sunflower growing
competition. CH voiced concerns about growing
sunflowers in a pot in view of the drought. DO and
BG were concerned about the transport of
exceedingly tall specimens in the regulation-defined
20L pot to the green on the day of the show. An
alternative method of adjudication: measurements
of sunflowers grown in situ in competitors’ gardens
was suggested. However it was agreed that the
rules have been set for this year and that
alternative systems may be considered if
significant problems arise at the show. On a positive
note, there have been positive comments from
people in the village about the sunflower growing
competition with particular enthusiasm from
children – which is exactly the target group for this
competition. CT had previously suggested a potato
growing competition, however progress on the
organisation of the event is unknown. Club members
discussed this briefly, and await an update from
CT at the next meeting.
Membership: MP has kindly agreed to make new
membership cards as current ones expire end of
April 2012. Members agreed that an annual
subscription should be raised: the sum of £5 was
agreed by popular vote. FP is informally the
treasurer for the club. We have approximately £60
in the kitty, which together with subs will be useful
as a fund for stationery, membership cards,
refreshments for meeting and events etc. There
are currently 15 or so members in the club.
Seed catalogues: LQ suggested that we could look
to join club discount schemes with more seed
companies. This would enable us to access a wider
variety of seeds. Currently members order annually
from Dobies using a good discount scheme
organised by CT. BG suggested King’s Seeds which
he has ordered from before. Tucker’s : a wholesale
company was also mentioned as a possibility. LQ
agreed to look into this matter and report back at
the next meeting.
Thank you Lynn for taking the minutes. Who is
letting herself in for a job?
If anyone wishes to join the Gardening Club please
come along to the next meeting, which will be at
7.30pm on Wednesday 23rd of May, at Nether
Cottage.

Chris Tuffrey

CELEBRATION PARTY!
Tuesday June 5th 4:30 – 6:30 at St Mary’s
Come and round off the Diamond Jubilee celebrations
and see the beautifully restored Anne Monument
4:30 – 5:00: Bells
Refreshments for Everyone, Children’s Game and Competition.
5:00
Formal unveiling of the restored monument, followed by a talk about the monument,
its history, the conservation and what was found.
5:45 - 6:00
More Refreshments
6:00 - 6:30
Concert by the Elastic Band,
ending with the National Anthem
6:30 - ?
even more Refreshments

The power
of standing
together
Christian Aid looks to address the causes of deprivation,
poverty and injustice and help people to create sustainable
futures.
Christian Aid Week tells the story of a community in Sierra
Leone that has seen remarkable change. Tenneh Keimbay’s
life turned around when the Methodist Church of Sierra Leone
(MCSL) started to work in her town, distributing tools and
teaching farmers simple food production techniques. She talks
enthusiastically about the difference this has made: ‘Now the
children eat two meals a day, whereas before it was one.
They are growing well; they don’t cry around me because of
hunger. They are happy to go to school because something
is in their stomach.’
The benefits of regular food speak for themselves, but the
effects of the food production group have been far more wideranging. Tenneh speaks of the huge difference working in a
group has made. Acting together, the farmers can share their
skills and work more efficiently. As she tells us, the bottom
line is that ‘the group work provides more food’.
Tenneh speaks of the support and the encouragement that
the farmers give to each other, and how much can be achieved
when the community comes together. ‘What inspires me in
life is unity,’ she says. ‘To me, unity means coming together
to decide on one thing and take that forward.’

Now that they are no longer limited by hunger, the people of
Gbap (pronounced Bap) have come together and successfully
lobbied for a new school and an agricultural work centre for
the community. The people of Gbap have taken their future
into their own hands.
During Christian Aid Week, 15,000 churches across Britain
and Ireland will organise house-to-house collections and events
to raise funds to enable organisations like MCSL to carry out
their work transforming communities such as Gbap. Christian
Aid currently works with 507 partners in 47 countries in Africa,
Asia, the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean,
helping people to make change happen. Our donations will
be multiplied many times over as many small actions come
together to make a huge change.
Tenneh says that ‘when you are a group and work with focus
and total commitment, you work at a faster rate; the stronger
ones can help with work that weaker ones cannot do by
themselves’. Christian Aid Week gives us the opportunity to
show we stand together in solidarity against poverty.
Please be a part of Christian Aid Week this year: small actions
can give people like Tenneh the tools to make big change
happen. £6.50/•7.50 could buy a set of four hand tools for a
farmer living in the town of Gbap. £50/•57.50 could pay for
advocacy training for two young people in a Kenyan slum,
equipping them with the tools they need to pressure their
government to provide essential services. £123/•141.50 could
buy a reclaimed aluminium greenhouse for women working
on market gardening projects in Tajikistan, providing a vital
tool for growing vegetables in a harsh climate experiencing
extremes of hot and cold.

Christian Aid week is 13th to 19th May. Please give generously in the envelopes put through your door. Thank you.

Announcements

Happy Birthday
Matthew Rees
Happy Birthday Matthew for Tuesday 8th May
all our love and best wishes
Mum, Dad, Louise, Carl, Katie and Granny.

Ardley Public Liaison Meeting
The next meeting of the Ardley Landfill & EFW Liaison Committee
will be held on Wednesday 9 May 2012 at 16.00hrs at Ardley
Cottage. For further information, please contact Lyn Ramsay
(Secretary) on LRamsay@viridor.co.uk.

Road and Pipe Works
Thames Water will be carrying out excavation works associated
with the replacement of the water main between the Green and
Hall Close, starting imminently, and expected to continue until
22nd May. There may be occasional inconvenience to traffic.

Goodbye Old Friend
It is sad to report that the old Village Marquee came to grief
during the torrential rains and high winds of late April. The
traditional canvas marquee had served the village well for many
decades, but had been passed as unfit for duty as far back as
2008. A replacement marquee came in 2010, but “old faithful”
continued to serve the needs of larger events through until a
village wedding last month. Persistent rain made it impossible
to stow the wet canvas, and gusting winds came along before it
could dry out and be lowered safely. A second-hand replacement
top (or even a whole tent) is now being sought. The newer marquee
is still available for hire within the village.

This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS
Richard Boss
Linda Brown
Clive Busby
Hal Busby
Holly Busby
Iris Busby
Fred Hoare
Deirdre Oakley
Matthew Rees
Joseph Martin
Oscar John Taylor

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

Christian Aid Week this year is 13th–19th May
Help people in poverty out of poverty
Thousands of churches will stand together this Christian Aid Week to speak
out for change. This year, Christian Aid Week tells the story of remarkable
change taking place in a community in rural Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone is one of the hungriest countries
in the world. But helped by Christian Aid partner the Methodist Church of Sierra Leone, some people there
have found the tools to move beyond hunger and speak out for the changes they want to see. Christian
Aid currently works with 507 partner organisations in 47 countries around the world.
Christian Aid believes that poverty is a scandal and that it can be ended. North Aston has always been
generous in its support of Christian Aid week and as usual donation envelopes will be delivered to each
house during the week of the 13th of this month and collected later that week. Please continue to give
your support so that Christian Aid can continue to fight poverty throughout the world

Budget Bad News
12,500 Churches in the UK are Listed buildings; ours is one of them.
Totally unexpectedly, in the 2012 Budget the Chancellor imposed 20%
VAT on alterations to these buildings, for the first time. These are all
charitable enterprises which raise money for needed alterations from
hard-pressed voluntary subscribers. This measure is bad; it means
that for us, when we come to try to fund the proposed building of a
toilet and a kitchenette at our Church, we will have to try to find an
extra 20%. That will make it all the more difficult. We say this is Foul
Play, and If you agree, PLEASE sign the online petition at: http://
epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/32229. Thank you.

Jubilee Reception,
Anne Monument opening and Concert
Tuesday June 5th at the Church
We are having a big and joyful celebration to round off the Jubilee
long weekend, and everyone is invited of course.
It will start at 4:30 with drinks of all sorts and a special children’s
programme, move on to the unveiling of the restored Anne
Monument, a talk about it and what’s happened, more drinks and
then a lively short concert by the Elastic Band finishing off at
about 6:30 with a rousing National Anthem.

Please – put it on your calendar and come and enjoy.
More details on another page in the News.
Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434
or our priest Father Mark Clavier: mark.clavier@gmail.com or tel 349 267
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard
Bailey, Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

It’s your Church

Village Hall
For a number of reasons, progress on the Village Hall
had to take a sabbatical last month - from my perspective
anyway! Instead, I found myself buried deep in quiz
questions and organising our first “village socials” of the
2012 calendar.
Most of these events are aimed at raising both funds
and awareness for the Village Hall project. Demonstrating
support for functions like the Quiz Night, and this month’s
French Supper Evening, is just as important (at this
stage) as raising money and carrying forward the plans
and legal processes, so it was hugely encouraging to
see the Nicholsons Barn packed almost fit to bursting
on Friday 27th April.
We had ten teams of up to six (plus “smalls”) competing
over eleven rounds of questions to prove themselves
the Brains of North Aston. With hindsight (and after some
vociferous feedback) I concede that some of the
questions were, perhaps, a little challenging, but I have
high expectations of my neighbours here in the village,
and didn’t want to make things too easy for such an
astute and knowledgeable crowd!
We had questions on Geography, Science &
Technology, Film & TV, Sport (with emphasis on the
Olympics), Art & Literature, Music, Food & Drink, and
some real stinkers in the History round (and my apologies
to Dunce’s Corner, who chose that moment to play their
Joker!). We also had a couple of picture rounds, with
teams having to identify famous film posters (with the
titles airbrushed out) and then a series of adverts with
the brand names removed.
A licensed bar kept the wheels oiled, and the evening
went by far quicker than expected – to the point that we
over-ran by almost an hour. So, only ten rounds next
time. It was particularly good to see that some of the
younger residents had clubbed together and created
two teams of their own, and one (perhaps more than the
other!) did really rather well.
The final results were:
100.0
Dunce’s Corner
92.5
Clued Up Fakirs
80.5
Team Bees
80.5
Benni and the Brain Benders
79.5
Nearly Right
79.5
Team Inomination
77.0
The Beasley Gang
76.5
One Point Wonders
57.5
We are here for the What?
47.0
You’re Paying for Uni
Maximum available score, including use of the doublescoring Joker, was 144.
Aside from the good-natured competitiveness of North
Aston residents, what the evening helped to demonstrate
was that the size of the Nicholsons Barn is nearly perfect
for our own needs. Trying to determine suitable
dimensions for the Village Hall has been taxing the Forum

members for a few meetings now, but hosting an event
like the Quiz Night, with around 65 people comfortably
seated at table (with room for four or five more tables, if
needed) helped to convince us that the footprint of the
Nicholsons Barn is just about right. What is then needed,
beyond that boundary, is space for a fully-fitted kitchen,
toilets (Ladies, Gents and Disabled), perhaps modest
changing facilities, a lobby, a bar area, and storage
facilities. Armed with that knowledge, we can now press
ahead with preparing some outline design sketches.
All of which is supported by the Business Plan that
Nicholas Kneale has been working on these past few
weeks. We had another meeting on 30th May (last
Monday of the month, as always) and Nicholas gave us
his preliminary findings. Those are generally very
encouraging, and he feels confident now that the Plan
will demonstrate, fairly comprehensively, that North Aston
can not only justify a Village Hall, in terms of need and
use, but can also cover the running costs and even make
a profit. He still has more work to do to complete the
document, but hopes to have it ready by mid-May.
That will allow Chris and I to press forward with the
establishment of the Charity, and also to make some
preliminary submissions to various funding bodies for
grants. Over the coming weeks we will also be visiting
those people who have generously offered to give of
their time and efforts and appointing the official
Committee Members and Trustees for the Project.
I apologise for not having completed them yet, but full
minutes of the last two Forum meetings will be available
shortly. If you would like to receive a copy, send a request
via email to info@north-aston.co.uk. Archives of the
February minutes are still available.
Marcus Potts. (marcus@cmcgraphics.co.uk)

Beach Pub Barn
Saturday May 26th
Arrive at 7:30 for Dinner at 8.00
£18 per person, to include:
Welcome Drink & Three Course Dinner with
amuse-bouche and Trou Normande. Cheeses.
Vegetarian Option. Glass of Calvados or Port
There are still a few places remaining.
Please telephone 01869 347356 or email

info@north-aston.co.uk
to make a reservation.
NOTICE
Due to lack of space in this issue, the Minutes from the
last Village Meeting will be published in the June edition
of the News. If anyone wishes to see a copy before then,
please email info@north-aston.co.uk to request a copy.

Daisy BirthingTM is a gentle relaxed - active birthing concept created by the Lazy Daisy
team.Tried and tested since 2004, our weekly class programme really works, helping you to
enjoy every step of your pregnancy whilst looking forward to a positive birth.
Combining gentle yoga inspired moves, many of which are unique to Lazy Daisy, alongside breath work,
relaxations, and self hypnosis techniques, our classes give weekly relief and long term birth benefits.
We ease the physical body during pregnancy and in labour, strengthen the emotional mind as you look forward with
excitement, reassure the nervous mum with our FEDANT approved teachers and ultimately provide helpful ‘easy to
follow and understand’ natural birth education.
All this for just £9 a week... the best investment you can make for your body, your birth and your baby. Are you ready
to bloom in pregnancy and blossom in birth? Classes now available in Bicester.

Contact Donna on 07412 580853
Email: donna@lazydaisybirthing.co.uk

Bloom in Pregnancy and Blossom in Birth

A unique artistic collaboration turns a dilapidated
building in Oxford into a giant compendium of
strange, amusing and haunting stories.
Imagine a building full of decaying rooms, each with a
story to tell. Some large, some small, some full of
memories, others full of cobwebs; some leading to
strange secrets, others to a dead end.
Now these rooms, home of the future Story Museum in
the heart of literary Oxford, have each been given a
voice. In an exciting creative collaboration, 25 writers,
paired with 25 other artists, will bring them to life in an
installation, Other Worlds, inspired by the distinctive
character of the building.
At the moment, The Story Museum is a warren of empty,
dilapidated spaces. In 2014 it will be home to 1001 stories
and much more, but before its transformation into a fullyfledged cathedral of stories begins, an exciting creative
partnership is allowing it to tell some tales of its own.
Stories are told through words, pictures, film & video.
The directors of the creative writing programme Dark

www.thelazydaisychain.co.uk

Angels, who run master classes at Merton College,
approached The Story Museum with the concept of
Other Worlds. Their collective writing power forms the
nucleus of the exhibition. They have been joined by a
broad spectrum of invited artists, along with special
guests including writer and broadcaster Michael Rosen,
composer Nick Bicat and Oxford city poet Kate Clanchy.
Together, they will turn the into a giant compendium of
strange, humorous and compelling story fragments.
Stuart Delves, a director of Dark Angels, said: ”Discarded
equipment, the last leavings of former occupants,
abandoned spaces awaiting some magic: even when
empty, these buildings are atmospheric; when adapted,
with a storytelling purpose, they become extraordinary.
We wanted to show our support for The Story Museum
in an exciting, practical way.”
Visitors to Other Worlds will go where their curiosity takes
them, from room to room at their own pace, looking for
clues to the stories being made – and entering other
imaginative worlds through objects and places.
Other Worlds runs throughout May
The Story Museum
Rochester House
42 Pembroke St, OX1 1BP
More information on the website:

www.storymuseum.org.uk/otherworlds

Mill Garden
Open for Charity
Friends and neighbours from villages both sides of the
river are welcome to visit the gardens of North Aston
Mill on Tuesday, 5 June between 2pm and 4.30pm.
Jane is raising money for Leukaemia and Lymphoma
Research by taking part in this year’s Blenheim Triathlon
so there will be a small entry fee, tea and cake for sale.
Hope to see you there!

Traffic Speed Monitor - May
The Traffic Monitor is still with the manufacturers,
undergoing repairs. We hope to have the unit back up
and working on the Green again shortly.

Easter Egg Hunt

Don’t forget to get your sunflower seeds planted! Last
month’s News included a packet of seeds and full
instructions, and if you haven’t planted them yet, then
you could be a month behind the winners! Black plastic
pots can still be collected from Nicholsons or, for a limited
period only, from Gilmores, The Green. (Please return
the pots afterwards for recycling).

Stand Tall and Be Counted !!
Village Marquee & Generator
There are tables, chairs and a generator available for hire as
well as a traditional canvas-topped marquee. If you would like
to book any of these items, or for further information, please
call 347356 or email info@north-aston-co.uk.

A huge thankyou to Jane McArdle for organising this year’s Easter
Egg Hunt on the Bank Holiday Monday. The event was great fun,
as always, and the antics of the squirrels who stole several eggs
just added to the occasion.

60 Years in North Aston
We note with some sadness that Dick Taylor and his wife Dorothy
Ann have left North Aston after sixty years in the village.
Dick arrived here in 1952, the year of the Coronation, to work at
Coldharbour Farm. He and Ann met the following year, but didn’t
marry until 1961, after Dick had completed his National Service.
They moved into Number 3 New Cottages in 1969, where they
brought up a family of three children (and several grandchildren!).
Until his retirement a few years ago, Dick operated Aston Cabs,
and performed a valuable service to many in the community
who didn’t have their own transport. In more recent years he has
been a familiar sight, sharing dog-walking duties with “Lucky”,
and has always been a stalwart supporter of village events. Dick
and Ann have moved to Kidlington, and we hope they’ll call in
and see us again from time to time.

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first Wednesday
of each month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from 10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring Gwen
Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

We hope to see you on Wednesday May 2nd

human misery averted, is a pretty amazing achievement.
However, sitting on our laurels is not an option in today’s
economic climate and in the light of forthcoming changes
to the welfare system, so it makes sense to tie in work to
keep homelessness to a minimum with ensuring a steady
flow of affordable homes. In this, last year saw our target
of 100 soundly thrashed with over double that number
given planning permission.

As always, Planning plays a major part in District Council
life…
The new National Planning Policy Framework was
published hard on the heels of the Budget, to a collective
sigh of relief from the many campaigners who had feared
that the first draft would see the concreting over of the
countryside at an accelerating pace. Instead, the
principle of “brownfield first” has been incorporated, with
protection for open countryside and a better definition
of “sustainable” development to prevent any old building
being railroaded through.
It is immediately in force and therefore being quoted in
Planning Committee reports, which is frustrating as even
Amazon seem to have run out of copies. However, there’s
a training session for councillors shortly and, at 48
pages, it shouldn’t be too long a read. Of course, this
means that its statements are bound to be hugely less
detailed than the previous volumes of accumulated detail
so, no doubt, the time will be spent arguing about its
meaning!
At a more local level, a new draft Conservation &
Urban Design Strategy has been published for
consultation. Its aim is “the protection of the local heritage
and the promotion of high quality urban design”. This
may sound remote but, as most of our villages are
Conservation Areas and, at the heart of our area lies
Upper Heyford, a lot of the policies could end up affecting
you so it’s worth a look: if you spot anything worrying,
now’s the time to let the council know and, if you copy
your concerns to me and to your Parish Council, who
will no doubt also be looking at this, your shout can be
echoed and amplified.
One peculiar anomaly that emerged is that Duns Tew
ended up on the English Heritage At Risk Register! As
the village is not noticeably collapsing, this was something
of a mystery and apparently stems from the huge volume
of data that had to be entered when the register was set
up, leading to a number of uncorrected errors (Cropredy
is another risky place, it seems). One of the strategy’s
action points is to correct these errors.
Meanwhile, the District’s Housing Strategy has been
revised and updated. As a “joined-up” innovation, it now
incorporates the formerly separate Homelessness
Strategy, which seems very sensible. Over the last few
years, we have progressively reduced the latter from
some 300+ families in temporary accommodation at any
one time to less than a tenth of that, which, in terms of

Again, though, we need to see what the best in the
country are doing and copy their practices – there are
no penalties for cheating in this game! As well as housing
numbers, the strategy covers safety, warmth and
sustainability and also focuses on our most vulnerable
residents. As always, the policies read very well to me
but it’s our track record in delivering them that matters
in the real world.
At a more local level, it was a relief to hear at the Ardley
Compost Site liaison meeting that there have been only
two incidents reported. Clearly, it is the return of warm
weather that we dread but, hopefully, the measures
taken by Agrivert, the site operators, including cessation
of food-only deliveries, reduced throughput and
stockpiles, removal of oversized waste and halved
windrow size, will be effective in solving the problem. In
case it’s not, keep the Environment Agency hotline
number to hand: 0800 80 70 60.
Over in Bicester, you can now see the skeleton of the
new town centre Sainsbury and Apollo cinema rising like
giant Meccano in what seems an amazingly short time
since digging started and, I hope, justifying the disruption
to parking and shopping. As the ring road is already
finished, it is going to open shortly, well ahead of
schedule, which might provide us some welcome relief
from the queues for Bicester Village.
Before I write again, the council must survive an election
in one-third of our wards (not the Astons & Heyfords this
time) and I must survive the London Marathon – fingers
crossed for both: sponsorship for the latter for St John
Ambulance, a hugely worthwhile cause, would be most
welcome on www.justgiving.com/james-macnamara
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

The lucky winners of the
April Big Prize Draw were:
First Prize (£100):
Mary Hoare (#13)
Second Prize (£5):
Claudia Taylor (#7)
If you think that’s lucky, then perhaps you
should be taking part! If you’re not
currently a member and would like to join
the North Aston 100 Club, please call
Norman on 340368 to reserve your number.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!
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Sunday 6th - Fifth Sunday of Easter
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

8.00 am
1662 Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.45 am
Children’s Church

6.00 pm Evensong
Fr Mark Clavier

Sunday 13th - Rogation Sunday
9.30 am
Rogation Walk
Fr Mark Clavier

11.00 am
Rogation Walk
Start at the allotment gates
Fr Mark Clavier

10.30 am
Rogation Walk
with the Methodists
The Rev’d Jonathan Todd
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Thursday 17th - Ascension Day
No Service

No Service

7.00 pm
United Benefice Service &
Covered Dish Supper
Fr Mark Clavier

Sunday 20th - The Sunday after Ascension
10.30 am
United Benefice Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Mark Clavier

6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 27th - Whitsunday
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Geoffrey Hunter

9.30 am
Service of the Word
Fr Mark Clavier

Families are welcome to all services.
Father Mark provides a children’s sermon for children 4+ during the service.

11.00 am
Holy Communion & Children’s Church
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

Mid-W
eek Services & Morning Prayer
Mid-Week
9.30 am
Noon
Morning Prayer 1662 Holy Communion
Tuesdays
Thursdays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer
Mondays

9.15 am
Morning Prayer
Wednesdays

Other Events this Month
2nd May: 10.30 - 12.00 pm Coffee Morning at the Old Bakehouse in North Aston
Bible Study at the Rectory, Steeple Aston, every Monday , 1.30 - 2.30 pm
9th May: A Pint with the Parson - The Gardener’s Arms, Tackley from 7:30pm
24th May: Church Youth Club - at the Rectory in Steeple Aston, from 6:30pm

