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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Franca Potts, Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: franca@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Churchwarden
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency
Telephone: 101
Out of Hours Doctor
Telephone: 08453 458 995

Upcoming Events
Coffee Morning
Weds 4th Jan. 10:30am-12:00pm. Old Bakery
Village Meeting AGM
Thursday 12th January. 7:30pm. Old Bakery
Top Fruit Pruning Course
Saturday 21st Jan. from 10:00am. Old Bakery
Apologies
for the late arrival of this month’s News

I think this has to be my 35th or 36th Chewing the Cud. As you
will all know from my previous offerings I have said that this
would be my last. The deadline has passed for nominations and
sadly there is only one, Marcus for Clerk. Where have all the
potential chairpersons gone? Could this be some ploy to get me
to stand for another year!! Please come to the AGM on the
12th January. Late entries will be accepted, but I fear if no
one stands I may have to fill the gap again for this year.
What a fantastic turnout we had for the Carols on the Green
this year. Among the comments I heard was that this was
perhaps one of the best village green carols in recent memory.
The original site for the bonfire agreed at the Christmas Village
Meeting created a problem as it was in the middle of the
children’s playing area and would probably not grass over in
time for the fete. Thank you Clive, for sorting out the new
location and moving the bonfire. For everyone, who helped make
it a very successful evening a hearty thank you.
I know Marcus will be going into greater detail further on in
the newsletter regarding the Village Hall but, just a quick word
about a conference that we both attended in London in
December. The ‘Village SOS Roadshow’ was designed to educate
and inspire all those who wanted to plan and create a community
led project. I also managed to have my 10 pence worth with the
Chief Executive of the National Lottery - it still bugs me that
one of the postcodes eligible to apply for the “Reaching
Community’s Fund” is the industrial estate on Upper Heyford,
which has no residential properties. The result of my
conversation was that we should appeal our postcode to the
Big Lottery, which I didn’t even know we could do.
There is another Village SOS conference on the 27th February
which we will also attend. If anyone wishes to come along we
need to know by the end of January in order to reserve places.
2012 looks as if it will be a busy year for North Aston, The
Village Fête, Flower Craft & Produce Show, and the Jubilee
Celebrations, as well as fund raising events for the Village Hall.
The Oil Buying scheme is going from strength to strength, with
two new members joining recently. I have to send off orders
by the 5th January for delivery the following week. The first
12 months of this venture saw a total of 662,412 litres ordered
by ORCC members through the scheme. These figures really
give the ORCC oil buyer power when negotiating the price of oil
on our behalf. New members are always welcome, there is a
one off payment off £20.00 to join and whether you buy 500
or 1000 litres the price stays the same.
I would like to wish everyone in the village a
Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Chris Tuffrey

P.S. Don’t forget the
Village Meeting AGM on Thursday 12th January at 7.30pm

You can call me by telephone on 07903 339155, send me an email:
info@offac.co.uk, or just knock on the door at Gilmore’s, The Green.

North Aston
Gardening Club
Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

North Aston Football Focus
Congratulations to the North Aston Football team which pulled
off a remarkable result by finishing second in the Duns Tew
Five-a-Side Football Tournament on 18th December. We
received this brief report from Niel Nicholson:
The North Aston ‘Improbables’ came second
in yesterday’s Duns Tew Five-a-Side
Football Tournament, pipped to the post
in the final by just two goals to one.
Team members were Mark and Archie
Stay, George, Josh, Graham and
myself. Josh was a fantastic goalie and
threw himself into the game with great
gusto - and was a very brown colour by
the end! In the pool games we were top of
our group and raced to a confident lead in the
semi-final. With the final against a team which
consisted of at least four players who play football every
week (and had studs!) we were delighted to go down to a
score of just 2-1, especially when our team had at least two
members old enough to be father to every member of the
opposition and not a stud between us!
It was a great way to spend a Sunday afternoon, with such a
friendly and sporting group of people. Thank you to Duns Tew
for arranging the tournament and asking us to join in.
Niel Nicholson

There they went
A-wassailing
A huge round of applause to Mark
Stay and the North Aston Carol
Singers, who visited all the
houses in the North Aston
parish on the afternoon and
evening of Sunday 11th
December and raised a
record-breaking £450.
They were collecting for
Save the Children, The
Gatehouse (homeless in Oxford) and Homestart (helping
struggling young families in Banbury).
Thank you to everyone who took part, and also to all those
households who helped sustain the singers with delicious food
and drink. The annual Carols on the Green on Christmas Eve
also made a collection, raising a further £103 to be split
between our own church of St Mary’s and the same charities.

Not a lot of news for the Gardening Club this
month, but Chris tells us that the deadline for
orders to Dobies has been extended until 14th
January. If you haven’t placed your order yet,
or would like to see the catalogue, there’s still
time. Please contact Chris - knock on the door
or phone - if you’d like to take advantage of
the special offers and discounted prices.
There is also the possibility of a “vacancy” on
the North Aston Allotment. If you would like
to home-grow some vegetables or fruit, or
increase your self-sufficiency and enjoy the
sense of satisfaction that comes with
cultivating your own produce, then contact
Norman (340368) or Chris (07903 339155)
as soon as possible.

Saturday 21st January 2012
The Old Bakery, North Aston
Including: historical, formative,
restorative & renovative pruning,
Followed by Practical in Local Orchard.
10am-3pm. Cost: £45
to include home-cooked organic lunch,
tea, coffee & roaring log fire!!
For further info: Tel or email Andy Howard

01295 810516 ~ 07950 006813
johoward@metronet.co.uk
www.heritagefruittrees.co.uk

Adverts
Shed for Sale
10ft X 6ft, in good condition. Come and collect (from North Aston)
Viewing can be arranged most evenings or weekends. £200 ono.
Telephone: 01280 844336 (Daytime) or 347544 (Evenings)

BabySitting Service
Mature and responsible 16 year-old available for babysitting.
Please contact Yvie on 01869 340090

Vegetable Stall
Open
Mon-Sat from 9.00am
Friday November 5th

In the car park behind the Old Bakery

Help make the community safer today

Q

If you have any information about a crime, call Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or visit the website at

Q

www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Q

Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends. Also dog walking.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356 anytime

Computer Problems Solved
Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

www.naenterprise.co.uk

Fish & Chips!
Every Thursday afternoon from 5:00pm
until approx 5:30pm, by the telephone box

Saturday November 6th

Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg
at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy?
Why not try our Veg
Box Scheme - Fresh
vegetables delivered
to you door.

This Month:The stall will reopen Tuesday 3rd January with a
full range of seasonal vegetables. We also have
good supplies of spinach and mixed leaf salad,
both bursting with vitamins and minerals.

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Tel: (01869) 347702

Traffic Speed Monitor - November

The High Sheriff
of Oxfordshire

Pressure of space this month means just an outline
examination of the raw data from November.

Awards 2012

The grand total of traffic passing through the village in
November came to came to an estimated 27,000 - slightly
down on October. That figure is generated by doubling
the one-way figure recorded from vehicles moving
westwards past the Green. From that one-way data, we
can see that the highest speed recorded was a whopping
62 mph, clocked at 07:40 on Monday 7th, followed just
over a minute later by a second car doing 57. One
resident has suggested that these might be a pair of
police cars that were spotted belting through the village,
and if so, what justification can they have had for travelling
at such speed through a small, residential community?
Not a good example to set, if true. Only 10 other drivers
swept through at over 50, with 379 exceeding 40 mph.
3494 would have earned points on their licence, and
5373 (or nearly 11000 in total) technically exceeded the
30 mph limit, which equates to almost 40% of all throughtraffic. That now seems to be our regular monthly figure.

This is the last chance for nominations for this year’s
High Sheriff Awards. These awards are given in
recognition of significant contributions to the life and wellbeing of local communities. A total of 12 awards will be
given in 2012, three from each of the following
categories:
1. Care for the elderly
2. Bravery
3. Helpfulness in the neighbourhood
4. Long and/or meritorious service
If you would like to make any suggestions for nominees
from within our own community, then please submit your
recommendation to the News, either by email
(info@north-aston.co.uk) or in writing to Chris Tuffrey.
The deadline is imminent, so no time to lose.

Christmas 2011
The Nativity window in St Mary’s reminds us all
year round that the birth of that one baby 2,000
years ago was arguably the single greatest event
in human history, and has since impacted the
lives, one way or another, of each and every one
of our ancestors who have come and gone before
us, and still does today.
As Mark pointed out at our Christmas day service,
this happened in what we would now consider the
most deprived and unhygienic circumstances – far
removed from the maternity wards of the Horton
with their hand-washes, clean sheets, sterile instruments and attendant midwives. ‘Baby born in cowshed’
would certainly make page two of the Banbury Guardian.
There were about 65 of us at that Service and about the
same number at Carols on the Green – that’s a lot of
celebrating!

The Anne Monument
Talking of ancestors, the conservation work on our very own
‘ancestor-memorial’ is due to begin in January. It will go on
for about six weeks, and during this time the whole Lady
Chapel will likely be sheeted off with no public access, so
we’ll simply have to be patient until it’s finished. Everything
that’s done and discovered during the work will be
documented, and the plan is to make a display and booklet
about all that, and perhaps we’ll have an official ‘unveiling’
later in the year.
A HUGE thank you to those people who have contributed
generously towards the cost of this work.

The unwelcome Church visitor
During the last couple of months the Church has been the
venue of a series of visits by an unseen person who has
caused damage, particularly to the wrought-iron pewcandelabra. It’s likely to be a lone male and we would very
much like him to stop. If you see someone down there who
you think might be the culprit please, if you can,
immediately phone a Churchwarden (numbers below) or a
member of the PCC, and we’ll try to come straight over.
Thank you.
Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434 or our priest Mark Clavier: mark.clavier@gmail.com
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard
Bailey, Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

It’s your Church

The Night
Before Christmas

Dear Lord we ask also look upon our traffic flow
with your guiding hand cause all cars to drive slow.
Allow Clive and Trudy to build their home, please,
and above all else, Lord, give Jeremy his bees!

Twas the night before Christmas, and all on the Green
North Astonites gathered, Christmas carols to sing.
When up popped the Rector to offer a prayer,
Supplications galore to cause great despair.

We can’t all pray, tis true, for a new Village Hall.
We don’t want to risk our first Christmas brawl,
but we can ask, dear Lord, that you help us to stay
kind to one another each and ev’ry day

Perhaps we should all go back to our beds,
before our dear Rector begins to fill our sore heads,
with old time religion, lengthy prayers for the poor.
He might even mention God. No! Show him the door!

And yes, there is too much that we take for granted,
the food we enjoy that someone else planted,
the sunrises and sunsets unseen in the city
and all that causes us to look on them with pity.

Because once that man has been given a perch,
undoubtedly next he’ll invite us to church.
To listen to him natter, to drone on and on,
about this and that …Oh, not a long sermon!

Ours is the pleasant country, a land ripe and full,
for adults to enjoy, though teens find it uncool.
Ours are the homes with honeyed-stone walls,
they wake to horns blaring, we to bird calls.

With such thoughts in their head and with hearts all a-beating,
the people prepared for his sanctimonious bleating.
Father Mark cleared his throat and began to pray aloud
for the souls, lives and loves of all in the crowd.

And yet, Lord, this night perhaps we should pause,
and remember without you we’d have no cause
to celebrate Christmas with all we hold dear.
For you sent your own Son into our own sphere.

‘Dear Heavenly Father, we ask you this night
to fill all our hearts with your sweet delight
and especially those whose company is bland
and perhaps even those whom we really can’t stand!

To share in our silliness, sinfulness, pain,
only asking in return that we’d take for our gain,
Humility for pride, and love for our hate,
hope for despair, and glory for our sad state.

And so fill us all with your Christmas cheer,
and look kindly on all things we hold dear:
Our newsletter, our church, the nursery too,
the summer village fête, indeed, all that we do.

And so, now dear Lord, we will now end this short prayer
with the silent longing that we might all share
in the love that is yours that you give to all men.
And with that final thought let us all say, ‘Amen’.

The poem was written by Fr Mark Clavier, and read out by him as an opening address for the annual Carols on the Green on
Christmas Eve. The event was especially well attended, with a gathering of well over 100, many from outside the parish. For the
first time there was a collection, split between St Mary’s Church North Aston and the charities that also benefitted this Christmas
from the collection made by the North Aston Wassail. Just over £103 was raised on the night. Thankyou to all those who
donated, and also to those who prepared the mulled wine, baked mince pies, and helped to organise the occasion.

The Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance is
looking to recruit new volunteers to help cover
their attendance at events scheduled for 2012.
With no central Government or National Lottery funding, the
service relies on the support of local communities throughout
Berkshire, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire to remain
operational 365 days each year. They are looking for individuals
who like meeting new people, trying new things and want to
join a fantastic social network – by volunteering a few hours a
week to their local Air Ambulance. Training will be provided
and all reasonable expenses will be covered. The Air
Ambulance roadshow attended 200 events in Oxfordshire in
2011, and there will be events this year to suit all tastes.
For more information about TVACAA please visit the website
at www.tvacaa.org or contact Eleanor Green on 0300 999
0135 or email: eleanor@tvacaa.org.

The lucky winners of the November Draw were:
First Prize (£10): David Greenwood (#43)
Second Prize (£5): Natasha Hinks (#9)
If you are not currently a member and would like to join the
North Aston 100 Club next year, please call Norman on 340368
to reserve your number.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

North Aston Village Meeting
Thursday 8th December 2011
MINUTES
Present: Chris Tuffrey (Chair), Franca Potts (Clerk)
Eileen Gilmore, Clive Busby, Trudy Busby, Marcus Potts, John Harvey-Lee, Lynn Quek, Linda Brown, Mark Stay,
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Sarah Bourke-Borrowes, Angie Hanna, David Hanna, Jeremy Taylor, Chris Hazle, David
Hazle, Jocelyn Parsons.
Apologies: Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Tuck Hatzigeorgiou, James Taylor, Niel Nicholson, Nick Bevan, Annabelle
Bevan.

Village Meeting
1. Welcome & Apologies
Chris Tuffrey welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2.Minutes of the last meeting
The Minutes of the last Meeting, as published in the October
issue of the North Aston News, were approved unanimously.
Proposed by John Harvey Lee (JH-L), seconded by Eileen
Gilmore (EG).

3. Treasurer’s Report
Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were available for those
present and, as SH was unable to attend, FP spoke to the
Meeting. She reported the income and expenditure for the
period but was unable to answer the question regarding the
amount of £78.56 listed for ‘insurance’ income. It has since
been confirmed that this is the contribution from the Village
Fund towards the marquee insurance.
The Treasurer’s Report was proposed by John Harvey-Lee
and seconded by Marcus Potts.

4. Nomination of Officers
Nominations for the offices of Chair and Clerk should be
submitted by 1 January 2012. Anyone wishing to put their
names forward for these positions is asked to advise the
current Chair, Chris Tuffrey (or they can do so by email to
info@north-aston.co.uk)

vehicles reversed out of driveways onto the Somerton Road.
It was explained that this was a known characteristic of the
monitor when movement was detected that was perpendicular
to the usual direction of travel, and a low figure (typically 28
or 29) was sometimes displayed. However, it was thought
that the monitor was fairly accurate when detecting traffic
moving normally along the road. However, it was accepted
that there were some issues with the display itself, which
has several failed LEDs, and CT would be contacting the
suppliers.
Jeremy Taylor had been asked by James Taylor to express
his concern for the size of the new village signs, as he
thought they were too big. CT expressed his belief that they
are now standard in size, and there is no alternative. There
was a discussion about the occasional need to clear
vegetation that has grown out across the front of the sign,
and the possibility of moving the sign on the western approach
to the village a little further away. CT felt that several precedents
had now been set (citing Adderbury in particular) where the
speed restrictions notices associated with inhabited areas
were no longer within 50 yards of a dwelling, and that the
Highways department might now be persuaded to extend the
30 mph limit and, in association with that, relocate the sign.
However, under the present economic climate, it was thought
that OCC might be unwilling to agree to costly changes, but
he would investigate.

5. Any Other Business
Jeremy Taylor asked what was happening about the granite
setts that had been dislodged along the edge of the pavement
outside the houses on Somerton Road. CT explained that he
had been in touch with the Council but had, as yet, not received
a response. He will contact Paul Wilson to chase up the
matter.
Jeremy Taylor also raised concern about dumping of spoil
at the Fox crossroads, and asked whether the old lay-by
would not be more appropriate. CT commented that he had
been in contact with the Council about the heaps that had
appeared near the bus shelter on the Duns Tew side, and
explained that the Council regarded the site as a designated
temporary repository for excess spoil, waste and other
materials. They were, they believed, within their legal rights
to use the site in this way. However, IT WAS AGREED that
the Council should be asked to reconsider, as it might lead to
fly tipping.
Clive Busby asked whether the speed monitor could be
tested as he thought it was recording inaccurate speeds. He
said it had been seen “clocking” relatively high speeds as

Village Fund
Those attending and apologies for absence as above.

1. Welcome & Apologies
Chris Tuffrey welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Minutes of the last Meeting
The Minutes of the last Meeting, as published in the October
issue of the North Aston News, were approved unanimously.
Proposed by John Harvey Lee (JH-L), seconded by Eileen
Gilmore (EG).

3. Treasurer’s Report
FP presented the Treasurer’s Report which was accepted by
the Meeting. Proposed by John Harvey-Lee and seconded by
Marcus Potts.

4. Planning for Christmas
The first issue discussed was that of the children’s Christmas
party. None of those present expressed a wish to help organise

such an event this year, since none had children of a suitable
age, but Chris Tuffrey offered to ask Jane McArdle if she would
be willing to organise party for the children, to be staged in
the Bakery. The Meeting agreed to offer £50 to cover the cost
of the event.
Linda Brown offered to organise the Senior Citizen’s
Christmas present, and a discussion ensued about what might
be offered, and who might be eligible.
Chris Hazle insisted that she did not wish to receive a present
and, after further discussion, IT WAS AGREED that the age
of eligibility be raised to 70.
This was proposed by Clive Busby, seconded by Kildare
Bourke-Borrowes.

5. Carols on the Green
Clive Busby asked if responsibility for safety and possible
claims for personal injury arising out of the Carols on the
Green fell on the officers of the Meeting, and could they confirm
that the Village insurance policy covered Public Liability for
events such as this. This was confirmed.
A discussion about the siting of the event then ensued, and it
was agreed that attendance in 2010 had been down on previous
years because the bonfire had been relocated into Beesley’s
Close. It was accepted that the event had to be returned to
the Green, and that this year’s Carols of the Green would
take place in the area currently designated as the children’s
play area. (This was subsequently changed to a spot in the
centre of the Green where damage to the grass would have
less of a lasting impact.)
Niel Nicholson, Mark Stay, Kildare Bourke-Borrowes and
Marcus Potts volunteered to make mulled wine and IT WAS
AGREED that the Village Meeting Fund would buy mince
pies. (Tony Godwin subsequently also made mulled wine.)
IT WAS AGREED that those attending could be encouraged
to make a donation towards church funds and local charities,
and that there would also be a fruit punch for the children.
IT WAS AGREED that a small marquee will be erected for
the event and Niel Nicholson would be approached to see if
the Village could use one of his small marquees.
Jeremy Taylor was concerned that sparks from the bonfire
would endanger the marquee and wind direction and location
of the marquee would be taken into account at the time.

6. Ardley Incinerator Legal Expenses
CT reported that he had been approached by Mark Gammond,
who led the Ardley Against the Incinerator (AAI) campaign,
regarding the legal expenses that the group now faced following
the loss of their appeal against the construction of the
incinerator. Viridor won the appeal and the group faces costs
of around £7,000 in legal fees. Mark Gammond is personally
liable for those costs and is asking all the local communities
for a contribution towards the legal expenses.
Chris Hazle said that she felt it was hypocritical to give
something towards these expenses when the Village was
willing to consider an offer of a grant from Viridor towards the
cost of the Village Hall project. She was not in agreement to
helping towards the legal fees.
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes pointed out to the Meeting that AAI
had fought against the incinerator for a long time on behalf of
all the local communities affected, and that it was not
inappropriate to help. It was also explained that the expenses
being covered were not in any way related to Viridor, and had
no bearing on the possibility of a grant towards the hall.

David Hazle said that he felt the Village should not be paying
anything towards these legal expenses as AAI should have
asked local communities for help before they embarked on
the Appeal process or should have organised their finances
in advance.
However, Eileen Gilmore was fully in favour of assisting AAI,
as they had fought long and hard for the Village during the
planning process for the incinerator.
The Meeting was asked to vote as to whether a contribution
should be made. This was proposed by Kildare BourkeBorrowes and seconded by John Harvey-Lee. There were 13
in favour, 2 against and 1 abstention.
As North Aston is the smallest of the twenty or more
communities affected (and approached by Mark Gammond
in his request for financial support) it was felt that its
contribution should reflect this, and IT WAS AGREED that a
sum of £100 be paid. There were 13 in favour.

7. Marquee Insurance Policy
As a result of recent damage caused to the new Village
marquee during a recent hiring, the cover offered by the
existing insurance policy had been examined in detail. It was
with some concern that it had been discovered that policy
does not cover for storm damage, theft and malicious damage,
and only accidental damage (as was recently sustained) is
covered, but with a £125 excess.
It was felt that this was wholly inadequate and it was
suggested that the new Clerk, who will be appointed in January,
should look into this and see if a more comprehensive cover
could be obtained. It was agreed that the subject should be
added to the agenda for the AGM.

8. Any Other Business
CT stated that “one family” in the village had been contributing
disproportionately to the costs associated with performing
village duties, and with particular reference to the re-charging
of the batteries for the speed monitor. He proposed that an
amount of £50 should be paid to Marcus and Franca Potts as
a contribution towards their expenses. Although MP insisted
that this was not necessary, the meeting voted unanimously
in favour of the proposal.
While on the subject of the speed monitor, MP expressed
his concern that the unit is currently mounted on a simple
wooden post and that a metal one concreted into the ground
would be safer. He also felt that the monitor should be moved
further up the Green, and that it might, from time to time, be
mounted on the post that holds the mirror opposite Norman
West’s house. CB said he knew of the location of a suitable
metal post and he would seek it out, while Jeremy Taylor
supported the idea of occasionally moving the monitor to other
locations.
CT asked whether the Village insurance covers the speed
monitor, and was assured that it did. Jeremy Taylor suggested
that a solar panel could be used to recharge the battery for
the monitor, and CT agreed that he would look into the cost
implications.
Jeremy Taylor reported that the large sycamore on the edge
of the Green, opposite the “new” cottages, had been the
subject of investigation after a representative from the Council
noticed a growth of Honey Fungus amongst the roots. (Honey
Fungus spreads underground, attacking and killing the roots
of plants and trees, then decaying the dead wood. Clumps of
honey-coloured toadstools appear in the Autumn. It is the
most destructive fungal disease in UK gardens.) The results

of the survey confirmed that the tree is seriously diseased
and the infestation cannot now be reversed. As a result it is
regretted that the tree will have to be felled.
David Hazle asked if some of the other trees on the Green
could also be looked at, as he thought several had low
branches that needed to be pruned. He also pointed out that
one of the larger branches on the sweet chestnut tree (on the
north side of the Green) had broken some time ago, yet had
not been removed. CB said that most of the trees had been
pruned only recently, but he would look into it.
Jeremy Taylor told the Meeting that he had been approached
by a company called Green Tomato Energy with a proposal
regarding an investigation into the environmental efficiency of
the Village as a whole. They would consult with the Village
on all areas of efficiency, including water and energy. JT
suggested that they could be invited to give a presentation to
the Village Meeting which would be at no cost and would last
about 15 minutes. IT WAS AGREED that they should be
asked to give a presentation at the Spring Meeting. MP said
would place a link to the Green Tomato Energy website in the
Newsletter. (www.greentomatoenergy.com)
John Harvey-Lee asked whether the Village Meeting would
be giving Nicholsons Nurseries something to thank them for
continuing to cover the expense of printing the Newsletter,
and allowing use of their photocopier. It was agreed that this
should be an item on the Agenda for the AGM.
Eileen Gilmore commented that she was concerned the
Village Hall project might be going off the boil, despite the
detailed coverage of progress given monthly in the North Aston
News. MP told her that he had met with Nicholas Kneale in
November to discuss the Business Plan, and that they had
established a strategy for completing this aspect of the project
in the New Year. He told the Meeting that one of their priorities
was to organise meetings with representatives from other local
villages who already have the benefits of a Village Hall, and

that he and Nicholas would be speaking with people from
Somerton, Duns Tew and Balscote and gaining an insight
into their experiences. He said it was also intended that, in
future, meetings of the Village Hall Forum would alternate
between Village Meetings as often as possible.
CT reported that he had received an email regarding the Big
Lottery. It appears that if an adjacent postcode has a good
case for funding, surrounding areas will also have a good case
for consideration.
The Meeting concluded with an agreement that the next
Village Meeting, which will also be the AGM, will take place
on Thursday 12 January 2012 at 7.30pm in The Old Bakery.
The Meeting was followed by wine, canapés and mince pies.
Thank you to all who contributed.

NEXT VILLAGE MEETING
The next Village Meeting and AGM will take place on
Thursday 12th January 2012 at 7.30pm in the Old Bakery.

Items for consideration include:
Q Election of Officers
Q Setting Annual Precept
Q Review of Christmas events
Q Marquee Insurance
Q Printing of the News
Q Jubilee Celebrations 2012
Q Possible Arts Festival
Q Neighbourhood Planning
Q Update on St Mary’s Walk
A full agenda will be posted on the Village Noticeboard.
If you have any items you would like discussed, please
email brief details to: info@north-aston.co.uk.

Welcome back to
B E E PAGES
a monthly forum
hosted by Miche & Kildare
Please email contributions to Miche
by the middle of the month
michefabrelewin@mac.com
call 0773404 9407

HONEYBEE GROUP is an informal gathering
of villagers from North Aston. Our dedication is
to learn more about the lifecycle & sustainable
habitat of the honeybee to discover how North
Aston village can offer:
· sanctuary from chemicals
· landscapes with bee-kind blossom
· closer to nature beekeeping

“To me the bee crisis is first and foremost a crisis of our current mindset, and I see art as one way of
warming the wax of paradigm and bringing it into new shape. Horst Kornberger

Miche writes: In Christianity, Epiphany is 12th night after
Christmas, when decorations are taken down. It is
celebrated as a Festival on 6th January, marking in the
Western Church, the manifestation of Christ to the Magi,
and in the Eastern Church, the baptism of Christ. In France
it is celebrated with Galette des Rois, a delicious almond
frangipane tart. It is also the day when the Three Kings
Preparation is used in biodynamic agriculture and sprayed
onto boundaries and gardens. This substance is made from
a paste of gold (for earthly wisdom), frankincense (offering
to the gods), and myrrh (triumph of life over death), and
given as a gift to the forces of nature and a blessing for the
earth.
So, what about the bees? Epiphany is approaching …
and the word comes from the Greek meaning to reveal, to
manifest. Minoan cultures show connections between bees
and epiphany. We find images of bee goddesses holding
up their arms in a gesture of epiphany, inviting in the divine.
Indeed, the goddess was imagined as a bee whose voice
came through as humming. In Crete the Bee Goddess
symbolised renewal. Bees have been on Earth for over 10
million years and played an essential part in plant evolution.
For our human
nature, they have
been guides for our
own consciousness.
So during Epiphany,
in whatever way we
honour the sacred,
let us give thanks to
the bees, to the
elixir that is honey,
and to the plants
and the soil from
which life comes.
BEE GODDESS drawn
from a gold plaque,
Kameiros in Rhodes,
dated 800-700 BC. A
holy bee-maiden with the
gift of prophecy.

Kildare writes: I’ve been reading ‘A World Without Bees’
by two young-ish people who took up beekeeping in
London a few years ago. I really recommend it, as does
Vince Cable, who’s also a beekeeper. It’s suffused with a
deep love of the honeybee, and in good layperson’s language
goes into all the disastrous things that have happened to
bees and the terrible threats to their very existence, some
of which we’ve talked about in these BEEPAGES. They
conclude that, while not yet certain, scientists are working
to the theory that it is viral, like flu, but with a bacterial
henchman and a number of accomplices – pesticides, mites,
poor nutrition etc that attack the bees’ immune system,
allowing the pathogen to do its deadly work. Their final
words are ‘We are the ones killing the honeybee through
ignorance, unsustainable agricultural practices and
dangerous use of chemicals. Urgent change is needed. But
can we achieve it?’
With that immensely challenging question ringing in my
own ears, and I do hope those of everyone who reads
this, I am signing off from BEEPAGES. Enough has been
said; now is the time to snuggle up together in the hive
while the bleak midwinter passes slowly on and to hope
that we will still be alive when warmth
return to our land, and that we can fly joyfully
out across the land once more, collect our
nectar and pollen, swarm out to make our
new colonies, look after our babies and
continue our millennia-old lives as we want
and need to do. Humans expect that – why
shouldn’t we?

Forthcoming Film & Talk:
Queen of the Sun – ‘What are the Bees
Telling Us? April 2012 - Join us in
Oxford for a convivial screening event.
Heidi Hermann of Natural Beekeeping Trust
will introduce this beautiful and
informative new film and share with us
her passion for bee practices and
biodynamic farming principles. D&VTBC
Contact Miche or Kildare for details.

Announcements
Traffic Disruption
There may be some disruption to traffic using the Somerton Road
through Ardley between January 5th and 9th as a result of work
by Thames Water. The exact dates may be subject to change.

This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS
Valerie Beck (née Rees)

Calling James Bentinck
JAMES BENTINCK - presumably of North Aston - please get in
touch! We keep getting your mail to our address (and our
postcode) but we don’t know you, or even where you live, so we
can’t forward anything on. We’re “returning to sender” at the
moment but lately, being Christmas, it’s been parcels and it seems
a shame for you to have missed any presents! If you are James
Bentinck, or you know who James is or where he actually lives,
please call 07767 221534.

Happy Birthday!
All Best Wishes to
Valerie Beck on 6th January
With lots of love from Mum, Tony, Bev & Matt

North Aston Christmas Lights
Andy & Linda Brown and Robert, Liz & Kyle Hite have had a very
successful Christmas, raising money for their charities; Help for
Heroes and the Katherine House Hospice, Adderbury. They
collected well over £1200 during the grand switch-on ceremony
on Sunday 4th December (despite the weather!) and continued
to gather more throughout the festive period. We hope to be able
to publish a total for all they’ve raised in next month’s issue.

A Movember Thank you
James Greenwood would like to express a huge thank you to
all his customers and friends who sponsored his moustache
throughout the month of November. He was able to raise £259,
to which £65 Gift Aid was added. The monies will be split
between Prostate and Testicular cancer research.

A Christmas Thank you!
On behalf of all the senior members of the community, Norman
West would like to thank the Village Meeting for the Christmas
gifts distributed to all North Aston’s ‘over 70s’ in December.

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

Visit the Mobile Library
Every Second Thursday of the Month
09:40-09:55 by the Telephone Box
Not a member? Enrol at the library in Deddington, or on-line
at www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk. It’s free.

ORCC Trading Oil Scheme
We published fuller details in last month’s News, but if you use
oil for your domestic heating, this scheme could save you
hundreds of pounds each year. If you would like further details,
or would wish to join the North Aston ‘Collective’, please contact
Chris Tuffrey, North Aston’s liaison officer with ORCC. Call him
on 07903 339155 or email: info@offac.co.uk. Some members
have saved over £250 in the last 12 months, which suggests that
saving the annual cost of membership (just £20) several times
over during the same period is not an exaggeration.

A Warm Welcome . . .
to Nigel, Miranda, William, Freya and Oliver Doggett, who moved
into the Old Vicarage just before Christmas. Thanks also to Oliver
for bravely singing a solo at the Carols on the Green. Work on the
house is still not quite finished, but we hope you feel settled-in
as quickly as possible, and we look forward to seeing more of
you in the months to come.

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first Wednesday
of each month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from 10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring Gwen
Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

We hope to see you on Wednesday January 4th

Village Hall
The highlight of last month (with regard to the Village
Hall at least!) was attending the Village SOS Roadshow
in London on December 16th. Chris Tuffrey and I went
to learn what we could from a range of speakers offering
advice and insight into how best to tackle projects like
our own. It turned out to be a fascinating, inspiring and
very enlightening day, and left us with much to ponder,
and a huge sense of encouragement and optimism.
The first speaker was Peter Wanless, Chief Executive
of the Big Lottery Fund. He spoke about the great
benefits that volunteers and those directly involved can
gain when working together on a community project. His
emphasis was on creating business opportunities within
small rural communities, including farm, community and
craft shops, as well as small-business office space. He
was followed by Peter Couchman, CEO of the Plunkett
Foundation. Luckily for us the Foundation is right on
our doorstep, in Woodstock, and can offer advice and
even funding for rural projects. Peter spoke about
“Community Shares”, and the way that rural groups can
generate income that can be ploughed back into the
community, offering a sense of pride and focus for the
whole community along the way.
The third speaker was Steve Wyler, CEO of an
organisation called Locality that represents over 600
existing community projects nationwide, and offers
assistance with planning, legal issues, and rural
enterprise. He explained some of the likely
consequences of the Localism Bill, which will come into
effect this year. One aspect new to us was the “Right to
Buy” option that offers communities the right to have
first refusal on buildings and local assets that come up
for sale. That could prove interesting in some villages!
The final speaker was Jo Gideon. Anyone who watched
the Village SOS series on BBC TV may recall the tale of
the Welsh village of Myddfai (pronounced mud-thfie),
and Jo was the driving force behind what has been one
of the most successful new community projects of recent
years. Her opening question was to ask if we thought
our own communities were in terminal decline, as
Myddfai’s had been, or was it simply a social malaise. I
have to be honest and admit I found that difficult to
answer. However, her passion and enthusiasm swept
away the doubts, and confirmed in me, at least, that a
new Hall here in North Aston could become the hub for
the community, just as Myddfai’s has been, and draw
everyone together in a positive and rewarding way.
With the “theatre” session out of the way we then started
the first of four workshops. Our first was presented by
Chris Funnell of Co-operatives UK. He explained the
importance of good ‘governance’, and the setting up an
effective structure within an organisation to ensure
compliance and accountability. His particular emphasis
was on legal issues and regulations, as well as the
incorporation of “stakeholder” interest within a project.
Our second workshop saw two representatives from a

successful community shop in Woodgreen, Hampshire,
explain the way they had succeeded in recruiting and
maintaining volunteer help throughout all stages of their
project. Not wholly relevant to us, but their advice on
identifying skill sets, generating enthusiasm, and
establishing sub-committees and steering groups was
helpful. They were followed by a particularly inspiring
couple from Newstead, who spoke about the need – and
means – by which project managers can engage with
their community and make best use of talents. We felt
this was particularly appropriate to us! They countered
this by explaining that there are always dissenters to
any new idea, but just because they make more noise
than anyone else does not mean they should earn a
disproportionate amount of the committee’s time.
Resources must be distributed appropriately, and time
is an especially valuable asset that shouldn’t be
squandered. They also touched on the benefits of social
media and the need to give everyone a sense of purpose.
Our final presentation came from Helen Melia of the
Plunkett Foundation, who spoke about “Community
Shares”. Evidently, this is a major ‘buzzphrase’ in current
fundraising practice, and while not something we think
can be applied directly in our case, did suggest some
interesting possibilities.
Chris and I came away with armfuls of literature, some
useful phone numbers and email addresses, and a
spring in our step. One thing that the day confirmed is
that the Business Plan is vital, but it isn’t necessarily the
logical first step - so we are having some fresh thinking
on that. Another key point arising was the value of
establishing a commercial aspect to any community
project – a means of generating income, aside from the
obvious – and we will be looking again at the suggestions
that came out of our 2007 survey for the incorporation
of small office space and the possibility of a farm/craft
type shop. If that’s something you have strong ideas
about, then don’t miss the next Village Hall Forum, which
will take place later this month. Make sure you’re on the
e-mailing list!
Marcus Potts. (marcus@cmcgraphics.co.uk)

Neighbourhood Watch - Tightening the Screw
There has been a recent increase in vehicle crime, with
a particularly significant rise in the theft of number plates.
Stolen plates are often used to commit other offences
including speeding, petrol theft and driving stolen
vehicles. Tamper-proof screws are available from outlets
like Halfords, and are not wildly expensive.
Anyone with any information that could assist the police
in relation to vehicle crime is urged to contact Thames
Valley Police on 101. You can also leave information
anonymously through Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111.
To find out more about how to protect your vehicle visit
the TVP website: www.thamesvalley.police.uk.
As mentioned in last month’s News, TVP has adopted
the new national non-emergency phone number of 101.
Please remember to use this if you need to contact the
police about a non-emergency matter.

has really focussed local policing on local priorities: if
you don’t agree, join in and get NAGging.
It will be interesting to see how the new elected Police
Commissioners will improve on this.

Healthcare
Health is the next emergency service to consider. Cherwell
DC has, of course, no direct remit in this but does
concern itself very much with the workings of our local
hospitals, taking an especial lead in ensuring that the
Horton remains a full-service General Hospital.
Section 106
This sounds rather a bureaucratic way to kick off the
New Year but this obscure provision of the planning law,
which allows councils to take contributions from
developers to pay for the facilities – schools, roads,
leisure facilities, bus services, etc, etc – which their new
houses will need, has come to the fore as Cherwell now
requires it not only from big developments but, in
proportion, from every individual new house. As a levy
on the gain development businesses make when land is
given planning permission, it seems perfectly fair: why
should all council taxpayers foot the bill for new
infrastructure and leave developers with all the profit?
What is making waves is firstly the eye-watering scale of
it: a two bedroom house costs the community around
£10,000, three beds and it’s more like £18,000, four and
it costs £24,000. It’s all broken down in great detail and
really brings home what 21st century lifestyles cost –
but its also negotiable, making certainty difficult. And,
while this is just another variable in the equation for a
national housebuilding company, if you or I want to build
a granny annexe, suddenly, it’s real money that’s not
being funded by a buyer’s mortgage but coming out of
our pocket – and that brings us down to earth with a
thump.
So, should we try somehow to distinguish between
financial developers and individual house builders? If
so, can we? And how? A tricky issue to start the year. It
will soon be complicated by the tried and tested Section
106 becoming a new Community Infrastructure Levy,
with a new set of rules to agonise over: 2012 is going to
be a peculiar year if it gets us sympathising with
developers!

101
Another number seems a good way to follow 106, with
101 being the new non-emergency Police phone number
for reporting crime and suchlike when there’s no
immediate threat (much easier to remember and dial
than 08458 505505).

The latest issue concerns the contract renewal for the
Ramsay Orthopaedic Centre, where NHS hip and knee
replacements are performed by a private provider under
contract. We are pressing to ensure both that the new
contract does not prejudice orthopaedic support for
Accident & Emergency services and that the inclusion
of the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre in the newly renamed
Oxford University Hospitals supports provision at the
Horton and does not draw services away to Oxford. Watch
this space…

Job Clubs
Jobs are, of course, a related concern in the current
economic climate. Our ground-breaking Job Clubs
continue to hold events attracting up to 200 people, while
we are targeting the 147 young people not in
employment, education or training (“NEETs”) and the 33
homeless families in temporary accommodation for
specific help. Having reduced these numbers to such a
low level puts us in a virtuous cycle where we can identify
and aid them as individuals, not masses, driving against
the national trend to make this an area we can all be
proud of.
Battery Bags
Recycling has finally broken through the stubborn
resistance level of 60%, helped by even more “bring
banks” for everything from glass to clothes and shoes
to electronic equipment.
Hopefully, by now you’ll have your new battery bag: just
attach it to your bin handle in any week and you’ll keep
the highly toxic ingredients from landfill. Although the
bin men will replace it with a fresh bag, there’s no magic
to it – any clear plastic bag with a spent battery will be
gratefully received!
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

North Aston Emergency Plan

If you ring it, you’ll be answered by the voice of Sara
Thornton, Thames Valley’s Chief Constable, who holds
herself accountable to Cherwell councillors every year
in December. I continue to be impressed, not only by
this openness, but by the continual, steady improvements
she has made, year on year, in the things that matter to
residents (as opposed to government targets!).

In case of heavy snow, could any residents in the village
who have 4x4 vehicles, and would be prepared to help in
an emergency, please let Chris Tuffrey know. He’ll need
contact details and some basic information about your
vehicle. he would also like to get a list of volunteers who
would be prepared to assist with any task if the need
arises. Again, names and contact details to him.

Her introduction of NAGs (Neighbourhood Action Groups)

Tel: 07903 339155 or email: info@offac.co.uk

PARISH WORSHIP IN JANUARY 2012
STEEPLE AST
ON
ASTON

NOR
TH AST
ON
NORTH
ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday 1st - Feast of the Circumcision
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

8.00 am
1662 Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 8th - Ephiphany Sunday
11.00 am
Holy Communion
& Children’s Church
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Geoff Hunter
6.00 pm
Patronal Festival
Fr Mark Clavier
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 15th - Second Sunday in Ephiphany
11.00 am
United Benefice Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

No Service

6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr Mark Clavier
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 22nd - Third Sunday in Ephiphany
11.00 pm
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

9.30 am
Mattins
Mr Richard Bailey

10.00 am
Anglican-Methodist Covenant Service
Fr Mark Clavier, preacher
6.00 pm
BCP Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

Sunday 29th - Fourth Sunday in Ephiphany
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.00 am
Village Praise
Mr Kildare Bourke-Borrows

Families are welcome to all services.
Father Mark provides a children’s sermon for children 4+ during the service.

10.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier
6.00 pm
Candlemas Communion
Fr Mark Clavier
Fr Robin Gibbons

Other Events this Month
Bible Study at the Rectory every Monday 1.30-2.30 pm
Morning Prayer: Mondays 9.15 am, North Aston; Tuesdays 9.15 am, Steeple Aston; Wednesdays 9.15 am, Tackley
1662 Holy Communion: Thursdays at 12.00 noon in Steeple Aston church
4th January – 10.30-12 pm Coffee Morning at the Old Bakehouse in North Aston
11th January – 7.30 pm A Pint with the Parson at the Gardiner Arms in Tackley
18th January – 10.30-12 pm Coffee Morning at the White Lion in Steeple Aston

