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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Franca Potts, Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: franca@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: casb@north-aston.com
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Churchwarden
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police non-emergency
Telephone: 101
Out of Hours Doctor
Telephone: 08453 458 995

Upcoming Events
Christmas Lights Switch-on
Sunday 4th Dec. from 5:00pm, The Green
Coffee Morning
Weds 7th Dec. 10:30am-12:00pm. Old Bakery
Village Meeting & Social
Thursday 8th December. 7:30pm. Old Bakery
Christmas Wassail around the Parish
Sunday 11th Dec. Meet on the Green @ 2.00pm

Apart from Christmas the one thing I love about December is
the shortest day, because technically we start to see the days
lengthen, although I know it is not noticeable until well into
the New Year.
The temperatures we are currently enjoying remind me more
of October and March but it makes me wonder if perhaps the
big freeze is just around the corner. I know that it is believed
by some that if we have an abundance of berries in Autumn we
will have a bad winter but, could it be because we have had an
excellent summer and autumn growing season.
The fight is over and Viridor have been given the go ahead to
build the Incinerator. However, the fall out, (please excuse
the pun) still goes on. The group raised the cost of fees for the
unsuccessful attempt to overturn the planning decision, minus
£7,000 that it still owed to their legal team. Ardley Incinerator
Legal Challenge Group has contacted us to ask for our financial
assistance. This matter will be discussed at the village meeting
on Thursday 8th December. I think we should make a small
donation as, with the exception of Kildare, the majority of us
have been silent on this matter. A sum of money would go
towards thanking them for their efforts. If any of you are
travelling down the M25 between junction 15 and 14 you will
see an incinerator of a similar size to the one proposed for
Ardley.
Much fun on the village Green the other night (late-November),
with Police cars and vans. It would appear that we had a couple
of men out “lamping”, or rather that is what they told the Police.
We need to be a little more vigilant, as there have been a couple
of incidents in the village lately. If you see a suspicious vehicle
or persons please get a registration number or description and
it can be passed on to the Neighbourhood Watch Team. It is
not being nosey; it might not be affecting you directly but it
could a neighbour.
I have one month and a bit left as Village Chairman. I have held
the position for the last three years. I have enjoyed nearly
every minute of it. Since I made up my mind to resign at the
next election I have eased back a little on village matters and
in doing so have noticed how much time I had been spending on
them. I have heard rumours that we have a successor who will
of course get all the help they want from me.
Happy Christmas to you all and do not forget the village meeting
on Thursday 8th December at 7.30pm come and enjoy a drink
to celebrate he festive season and a little village business.

Chris Tuf frey

You can call me by telephone on 07903 339155, send me an email:
info@offac.co.uk, or just knock on the door at Gilmore’s, The Green.

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Poor Connection
Has your internet connection been unusually slow recently?
We have had an email from Jan Liberadski asking:
How’s your connection? Ours has been slow (slower than
usual) with the connection frequently breaking up. This since
Sunday morning (November 20th). I’ve just been onto my ISP
(Phone Co-op) and they’re saying it is a line fault, and they’ve
“escalated” it to BT to deal with. If other people in the village
have also been having problems, they have suggested that
they should notify their own ISPs in the hope that BT will
correct the fault more quickly. Can you put the word about?
Jan Liberadski
The speed has improved a little since then, but is anyone
else still having problems? Our connection speeds here are
among the worst in the county, but there seems little prospect
of any underlying improvement for some time.

Causing a Stir
Following on from the disappearance recently of the Coffee
Morning tea tray from the Old Bakery - which, thankfully, was
returned - comes another appeal for the return of tea spoons
and cutlery, which also seems to have gone walkabout.
The items would appear to have gone missing around the
time of the Fête. If you know where the cutlery went to, or
perhaps have some replacements you could offer (and it’s
teaspoons especially that are needed) the regulars at the
monthly Coffee Morning would be very grateful.
Why not pop along to this month’s coffee morning on the 7th
December and make a presentation!

Here We Come
A-wassailing
The North Aston Carol Singers will
be in action on Sunday 11th
December and will visit every
house in the village,
including all ‘outposts’.
They will be collecting for
Save the Children, The
Gatehouse (homeless in
Oxford) and Homestart
(helping struggling young
families in Banbury). If you do not wish to open your door but
would like to support the charities, please leave an envelope
outside. If you’d like to join the singers this year, meet on the
Green at 2:00pm, or join in whenever or wherever you can.

The lucky winners of the November Draw were:
First Prize (£10): North Aston Organics (#134)
Second Prize (£5): Tuck Hatzigeorgiou (#114)
If you are not currently a member and would like to join the
North Aston 100 Club next year, please call Norman on 340368
to reserve your number.

You’ve got to be in it to win it!

Christmas Lights Switch-on
Sunday 4th December 5:00pm
Robert, Liz & Kyle, and Andy, Linda & Family all hope to see
you at their Christmas lights switch-on.
Plenty of fun for everyone!
All proceeds this year will be divided between two charities;
Help for Heroes and the Katherine House Hospice,
Adderbury. Their Christmas goodies will also be on sale.
Any further donations for the stalls will be gratefully received.

Au revoir . . .
to Bob and Lesley Crosland. They are moving out of Greenside
Cottages just before Christmas and heading back “home”.
We wish them all the best for their return to “old pastures”
and hope the move itself (at such a hectic time!) goes well.

North Aston Emergency Plan
The village has not needed one yet and, touch wood, we will
not, but if there are residents in the village who have 4x4
vehicles and would be prepared to help in an emergency,
could they please let Chris Tuffrey know. He’ll need contact
details and some basic information about your vehicle.
Chris would also like to get a list of volunteers who would be
prepared to assist with any task if the need arises. Again,
names and contact details to him as soon as possible.

Tel: 07903 339155 or email: info@offac.co.uk

NEXT VILLAGE MEETING
The next Village Meeting (and pre-Christmas social, with
nibbles and wine) will take place on Thursday 8th
December 2011 at 7.30pm in the Old Bakery.

Items for consideration include:
Preparations for Christmas
Nominations for Officers
Brief update on Village Hall
Ardley Incinerator Legal Expenses
Marquee Insurance
A full agenda will be posted on the Village Noticeboard. If
you have any items you would like discussed, please
email brief details to: info@north-aston.co.uk.

Adverts
Shed for Sale
10ft X 6ft, in good condition. Come and collect (from North Aston)
Viewing can be arranged most evenings or weekends. £200 ono.
Telephone: 01280 844336 (Daytime) or 347544 (Evenings)

Christmas 2011
Saint Mary’s North Aston
Celebrating the Birth of Christ
~:~

BabySitting Service
Mature and responsible 16 year-old available for babysitting.
Please contact Yvie on 01869 340090

Sunday 18th December
The Carol Service
4:30 pm
In the Church

Help make the community safer today
If you have any information about a crime, call Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or visit the website at
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Presents will be taken to the Britannia Road
Family Centre in Banbury as usual

~:~

Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends. Also dog walking.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356 anytime

Computer Problems Solved

Saturday 24th December
Christmas Eve
The Crib Service
Especially for small people and their parents
3 pm
In the Church

Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

www.naenterprise.co.uk

Fish & Chips!
Every Thursday afternoon from 5:00pm
until approx 5:30pm, by the telephone box

~:~
Saturday 24th December
Christmas Eve
Carols on the Green
6 pm

~:~
Christmas Day
Christmas Family Communion
9 am
In the Church

Focus on Samaritans
At this time of year, loneliness and distress can be harder than ever to deal with. You may have heard of Samaritans,
but do you know what we do? Some people are aware we provide a telephone helpline aimed at supporting people
who feel suicidal. So far – true. But we are also there to support those who are depressed, distressed or suffering
with problems. Samaritans listen, very carefully and although we don’t offer advice, just by being there to explore
feelings, hopefully we help reduce the feelings of distress. This seems pointless, but in fact the talking may help the
most important person, the caller, to make their own decision. Above all the calls are totally confidential, so people
can be honest about their feelings.
Despite the name, Samaritans are not a religious group, nor are we attached to any other organisation, so are
independent, and all the listeners are voluntary. In addition to our 24 hour phone line (08457 90 90 90), you can
email and visit in person. The nearest branch is in Banbury at 33, Albert Street, near to the Pinto Lounge.
If you experience distress and feel we can help you or you know someone who is lonely or desperate, please know
Samaritans offer a safe place to share those feelings.
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? Of course, to keep up with the calls, Banbury does need volunteers, and is
always looking for empathic people, willing to give their time (following the highest standard of training). It need not
end there, though, since some willing people may not feel able to answer calls, but are able to give some time and
effort to help raise funds. Banbury Samaritans is a charity, and has to raise about £30,000 a year to keep the phones
and the building open, and take Banbury’s share of the 5 million calls made to Samaritans each year.
If you are interested, contact us on the phone number above or visit the Samaritans
website. As they say, volunteering can change a life ... yours.

www.samaritans.org

Does anyone go to church?
In the 2001 Census about 70% of the UK population said they were Christians; did that mean anything?
Not a lot, because in a different survey over 60% said they didn’t believe in God. This has been put down
to ‘cultural religiosity’, where many of us identify with Christian-type values in our upbringing or family
background, but take it no further. The number of people going to Christian Church services regularly has
declined every year across the nation for 50+ years and that decline’s continuing, though it has slowed.
Though about 5% of the population attend a Christian Church service regularly (about 3 million people),
many say that the Church is doomed. Well is it?
These are the figures for North Aston. They’re for the first 11 months of 1993, 2001 and 2011. ‘Special’
services include weddings, baptisms, funerals and memorials.
1993

2001

2011

No of ‘ordinary’ services

45

44

40

Total of people attending those services

835

644

961

Average per ordinary service

18.5

14.5

24

Percentage of population

10%

8%

13%

Total of people attending special services

132

272

159

Total of all people at all services

967

916

1,120

What this shows is that, in our village, the number of people who come to church services is rising, and is
way above the national average of 5%. You couldn’t say on these numbers that our Church here is
‘doomed’. Plenty of people want to come and are coming, and the trend in recent months has been
upward – this might be the Father Mark effect! It can be easy to talk the whole thing down, but in fact
it’s going up.
Numbers and statistics aside, the most important thing is that our Church is open all day every day of the
year. It’s clean and bright and welcoming – welcoming to every single villager or passer-by who wants to
come in for a little while and sit or pray in its great and comforting sanctuary. Of course we can’t afford
to heat it all the time, but it’s nice and toasty when services are held.

Riders + Striders
You raised £355 for the Oxford Historic Churches Trust. A half comes back to
Saint Mary’s. Well done, and THANK YOU very much for this great effort. Thank
you too to everyone who sponsored them. ‘Didn’t they do well?’

Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: casb@north-aston.com or tel: 338 434 or our priest Mark Clavier: mark.clavier@gmail.com
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard
Bailey, Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

It’s your Church

North Aston
Gardening Club
You always know winter is on the doorstep when
the weeds stop growing, mine haven’t yet!!!!!
Looking at the jobs that still need doing, there
never seems to be enough daylight hours in the
day.
Looking back over the first year of the
Gardening Club I think we can all feel satisfied
that it has been a resounding success. The
highlight for me in particular, and I think you
will all agree, was the Flower & Produce Show
and Village Barbecue in September.
I have been asked by several people if we were
going to have another load of manure this year.
I will speak to Andy Spatcher and see if he has
any to spare. Failing that there is a new source
of green waste/mushroom compost over at South
Newington.
The cut-off date for ordering your seeds plants
etc from Dobies will be the 14th December. If
you have not already got your catalogue my

apologies but I have been away for most of the
month. I will try to get the rest delivered at the
weekend - otherwise please call by and collect
one. We need to put in a large order so as to get
the higher discounts.
Look to the January issue of the Newsletter
when the date of the first meeting in the New
Year will be announced.

Chris Tuffrey

ORCC Trading
Savings on domestic heating!
We now have 15 households that are members of the
ORCC Oil Buying Scheme. It is proving to be a great
success. Savings are pretty impressive. We had 1000
litres delivered last month and our household saved a
staggering £120.00 on the price quoted by our usual
supplier. I have heard of another instance of £80.00
saved on 500 litres, also in North Aston. If these savings
continue our household alone will save approximately
£300.00 a year.
One of the advantages of this scheme is that whether
you buy 500 or 1000 plus litres you get it at the same
price per litre.
I am led to believe that the ORCC scheme is ordering in
excess of 250,000 litres a month. This is one of the first

schemes of its type in the country and has drawn a great
deal of interest from other Rural Community Councils.
If you want to join the scheme either log onto
www.orcc.gov.uk and follow the links to the oil buying
scheme and download an application form, or give me a
call and I will drop one in. The cost of membership is a
one off payment of £20.00, and it’s well worth it.

Traffic Speed Monitor - October
Just a brief résumé this month, for anyone who’s still
following this . . . The total through-traffic in October
came to an estimated 32,000. On the data for traffic
travelling from west to east only, the highest speed
recorded was a “mere” 55 mph, clocked at just before
9:00pm on Sunday 2nd October. 22 other drivers swept
through at over 50 during the month, and a total of 462
exceeded 40 mph. 3330 drivers would have earned
points on their licence if recorded by an official camera
(one of our highest monthly figures we’ve yet seen) and remember that these are one-way figures, so double
this results to gain a rough idea of traffic both ways.
Some 6223 (or nearly 12500 in total) technically
exceeded the 30 mph limit through the village. Out of a
total number of vehicles recorded, this represents
around 39%, which sets us back to where we were before
the September low. Not good.
Unfortunately, there’s not enough time now to complete
a full assessment of the last year of data from the
monitor, so something to look forward to for next month!

Thankyou . . .
A huge thankyou to Niel and Liz Nicholson for their ongoing support of the North Aston News.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am

November
5th
In theFriday
car park
behind the
Old Bakery
Q

Saturday
6thorganic veg
Wide variety November
of fresh seasonal

Q

at affordable prices
Minimal packaging & zero food miles
Supporting the local economy

Q

Too busy?
Why not try our Veg
Box Scheme - Fresh
vegetables delivered
to you door.
The shop will be closed during the Christmas holiday
period, reopening Tuesday 3rd January. So why not
stock up and hunker down? Place an order using
the form you will find at the shop and we will deliver
your Christmas veggies on Thursday 22nd December.

Their generosity ensures that we are able to bring this
newsletter to you each month. The nursery not only
allows us to take over their photocopying machine for
several hours every few weeks, but they also supply
enough paper and toner to produce copies of the News
for every household in the Parish.

Available This Month:-

Don’t miss the Nicholsons Christmas Wreath-Making
Evening on Thursday December 15th. See their advert
elsewhere for details.

Tel: (01869) 347702

The perfect vegetable selection for Christmas,
including Brussel sprouts, cabbages & broccoli,
culinary pumpkins (great flavour!), butternut squash,
leeks, cavallo nero kale and lots more.

Email: northastonorganics@gmail.com

Welcome back to
B E E PAGES
a monthly forum
hosted by Miche & Kildare
Please email contributions to Miche
by the middle of the month
michefabrelewin@mac.com
call 0773404 9407

HONEYBEE GROUP is an informal gathering
of villagers from North Aston. Our dedication is
to learn more about the lifecycle & sustainable
habitat of the honeybee to discover how North
Aston village can offer:
· sanctuary from chemicals
· landscapes with bee-kind blossom
· closer to nature beekeeping

The only reason for making a buzzing-noise that I know of is because you’re a bee
... the only reason for being a bee that I know of is making honey
... and the only reason for making honey is so I can eat it.” ~ Winnie the Pooh
Miche writes: The Honeybee & Pollen
We know that the honeybee carries out the vital role of
pollinating plants that we eat. In return, pollen is a substance
vital to the life of the honeybee itself, being an essential
source of nutrition for the bee to do its work in the hive,
for the structure of the bee’s body, and for the regulation
of its glandular system. As the honeybee forages within
the flower, pollen collects on its body. The bee brushes
this off and wets it with a honey fluid, which holds the
pollen together to become ‘baskets’ stored on her hind
legs. Back in the hive, the bee drops off the pollen, kneads
it, then ‘stamps’ it in layers into the comb cell and covers it
with honey. Here it undergoes a fermentation, which breaks
down the raw pollen for bee digestion and preserves it as
a stored food now called ‘beebread’. The nurse bees use
beebread to feed older larvae.
Beyond the hive, because of its remarkable resilience, traces
of ancient pollen have enabled archaeologists to
understand the climates and diverse plant habitats of our
ancestors.

Kildare writes: We have written about the myriad threats
to bees, which are all serious & some of which we can
individually help with (don’t spray, plant pollinator-friendly
plants, leave wild areas, etc), and we can finally touch on
one piece of recent research. Some bee-keepers use the
common wide-spectrum anti-biotic oxytetracycline against
hive bacteria. It now looks like this renders the bees far
more susceptible to certain common pesticides and is
probably the cause of some of the Colony Collapse
Disorder incidents. Natural beekeepers don’t use any of
this stuff.
Finally, eat honey, the right honey – which means raw
honey. The syrupy stuff in squeeze-bottles is almost
useless – it has been ultra-filtrated and pasteurised and
everything that was magically good about it has been
removed, and it may even have an antibiotic in it. Raw honey
is cloudy and has a little residue of white pollen on the
top; choose dark honey if you can – it’s more likely to
come from hedgerows and wild places than single crops
like rape. Put the jar in a bowl of hot water if you want it
more liquid.
This raw honey is probably the greatest and most lifeenhancing food on earth; apart from its dense energy
content (both instant and slower-burning) it is stuffed with
anti-oxidants, with vitamins (B, C, D & E), and minerals. It
has fully-proven anti-bacterial, anti-viral and antifungal
qualities, and everything about it helps your general health.
If you suffer from a skin-disorder, try honey (seriously) –
apply it directly or dissolve half a pot in a warm bath.Anyway,
it’s generally very good for your skin – Cleopatra bathed
in it and look where that got her! If we lose the bees,
more than half of the food we eat will no longer be available
– ever. And we will lose what the ancient Greeks so rightly
called ‘The Food of the Gods’!

Forthcoming:
Spring 2012 - Join us in Oxford for a convivial screening
of Queen of the Sun, a new film about the honeybee,
accompanied by an introduction to Natural
Beekeeping. DTBC Contact Miche for details

Announcements
Many happy returns to Joyce Morley on 24th December,
with best wishes on an extra special Birthday, from Rita,
Beverley & Tony

Cong
ratulations!
Congratulations!

Becky & Dave
on your eng
ement
engaa ggement
9th November 2011

Wishing you both all the luck in the world
lots of love
Mum & Dad ~ Nan & Grampy ~ Karen & Alex
Auntie Tracy & Uncle Richard ~ Paul

This Month’s
BIRTHDAYS
Paul Brown
Stefan Liberadski
Joyce Morley
Joshua Potts
Tony Rees
Sandra Reeves

Bill and Jill are not sending cards this year but wish
their friends and everyone in the village a very Happy
Christmas and Peaceful New Year.

Happy 80th Birthday!
All Best Wishes to
Joyce Morley on her 80th Birthday

Many Happy Returns to all the North Aston residents who
celebrate birthdays this month. If you’re not listed, or
know someone who should be, please let us know.

December 24th 2011
With love, Rachel, Andy, Chaz & Victoria
Tony - Wishing you a very Happy Birthday on 4th
December. 50 & Fabulous! With all my love, Bev x
Many congratulations Tony on your 50th Birthday, Lots
of love Mum.
Happy Birthday Dad & Bumpy for the 4th December. All
our love, Louise, Carl, Matthew & Katie.

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first Wednesday
of each month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from 10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!

If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring Gwen
Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

We hope to see you on Wednesday Dec 7th

Village Hall
Not a great deal to report this month, but behind the scenes,
progress is being made on the next vital stages in the project.
Arising from a meeting in November, Nicholas Kneale and
Marcus Potts have started the ball rolling on the creation of a
comprehensive Business Plan that will address a whole raft
of issues and questions about the proposed Hall. It will include
considerations of development and construction cost, usage,
on-going maintenance, practicality, size and facilities.
The greater element of the Plan is in the preparation, and
Nicholas has generously offered to liaise with other local
villages to discover how they cope with their own Halls, and
will be speaking with representatives from Somerton, Duns
Tew and, since they’ve already been so helpful, Balscote.
This may take several weeks, and there will be a considerable
amount of data to assimilate, so the Business Plan is unlikely
to be ready until the New Year. Once completed it will enable
the Forum to discuss the proposals in detail and establish
once and for all whether or not the Village can sustain the
building. It will also offer a clear indication of how much it is
likely to cost - not only to build, but also to run and maintain.
Chris Tuffrey has been pushing ahead with establishing a
charitable body to oversee the Hall, from the early planning
stages through to completion (Business Plan permitting) and
beyond. He has also continued to pursue avenues for funding
the project, and has made some exciting headway.
Regrettably, our appeal to the Village SOS scheme for a grant
towards the ground-source heating system was rejected on
the basis that the Hall is not yet built, and therefore failed
their criteria in this instance. Better luck next time!
There will be opportunity for a very brief discussion about the
Hall at the next Village Meeting, but a gathering of the Village
Hall Forum will be scheduled for early in the New Year.

The High Sheriff
of Oxfordshire

Village Archive
Items for the Village Archive are trickling in, and here are a
couple of interesting photos. The top image shows the road
through North Aston around 1920, and remarkably little has
changed. A few trees have gone, but the hollow oak looks
exactly the same then as it does today. The relative position
of the pavement and kerbing suggests a far wider allowance
for pedestrians in those early days of the horseless carriage!

The second is also a view across the Green, but at a time
when Deirdre’s house was occupied by the Beesley family.
Harry was the village undertaker, but also operated a horsedrawn trap and would ferry people to Somerton station. The
trap can just be seen beside the woman’s head.

Do you have any similar material you could donate, or lend
for copying? If you’re interested in helping, please drop a line
to 2 School Cottages or info@north-aston.co.uk.

Awards 2012
The High Sheriff of Oxfordshire, Mrs Robert Glen, will be
hosting the annual Awards Ceremony on Thursday, 1st March,
2012 at County Hall, Oxford. As High Sheriff she has contacted
the Village Meeting to ask for nominations. The purpose of
these awards is to give recognition to people in Oxfordshire
who have contributed to the life and well-being of their local
communities. A total of 12 awards will be given in 2012, three
from each of the following categories:
1. Care for the elderly
2. Bravery
3. Helpfulness in the neighbourhood
4. Long and/or meritorious service
If you would like to make any suggestions for possible
nominees within our own community, or perhaps you’re aware
of someone else who lives locally and excels within one or
more of these categories, then please submit your
suggestions to the News, either by email (info@northaston.co.uk) or in writing to Chris Tuffrey. The deadline is in
January, so plenty of time to give this some serious thought.

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
Many thanks to everyone who, once again, gave so
generously towards the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal this year.
The North Aston collection raised a total of £469.39, which
was combined with all other donations received by the
local branch of the Royal British Legion to arrive at a
total of more than £5000 for the
Deddington area.
Last year the national total for
the appeal generated more
than £36 million. This year
is the 90th anniversary of
the Poppy Appeal and
the Legion hopes to
exceed £40 million.
Thankyou

A Message from Trading Standards
There has been considerable publicity in the media recently about
the increasing number of internet scams. Anyone with a computer
should be wary of unsolicited emails by now, but especially at this
time of year. Some are very obvious and easily avoided, but the
scammers are getting ever more devious, and often very persuasive.
Be particularly wary of any email claiming to come from a bank – or
any financial institution, and never click any link within an email unless
you are 100% confident it comes from your own bank, credit card
company or social networking site.
Thames valley Police and Oxfordshire Trading Standards have
advised us of one particularly convincing scam claiming to come from the Alliance & Liecester, which advises “customers”
that the bank is introducing a new on-line security password system that will safeguard on-line purchases. The email
suggests that customers must register first by visiting the bank’s Personal Account Manager website, but it’s all a
hoax. Your bank will always advise you personally by letter of any such schemes, and you should never follow up an
email that asks you for personal details or passwords.

By Telephone . . .
Equally prevalent these days are telephone callers claiming to be from banks or computer companies. One will try to
persuade you to part with your account passwords or security information, the other may claim that your computer
has been infected with a virus and they’ve phoned you to help “clean” your PC. Don’t believe a word of it! If the latter,
simply hang up. If the former, first determine that they truly are from your bank. We all blithely offer up the “second
and fourth letters” of our mother’s maiden name, or whatever we are asked to provide, but when asked to do this, you
should also insist that the caller then gives you the third and fifth. If they refuse, or cannot, then hang up. Please be
alert and watch out for these scams.
If you are in any doubt you can contact Trading Standards on 0845 051 0845.

Thames Valley goes live with 101
As of November 2011, Thames Valley Police has gone live with the new 101 non-emergency telephone
number. This will replace the previous 0845 8 505 505 number, and will eventually become a national
easy-dial number for non-vital calls, just as 999 is for emergency use.
The old 0845 number will still continue to work until the end of March 2012, but may be discontinued
earlier if demand drops.
Calls to 101 (from both landlines and mobile networks) cost 15 pence per call, no matter what time of
day the call is made, or the duration of the call. Everyone calling the police for non-emergency matters
will now know exactly how much a call will cost them, and can be assured of equal access whether they are on a payas-you-go mobile or a home landline. The routeing will be based on the same system as 999 calls, which links a
caller’s dialling code to the police force that covers that geographic area. Calls from a landline will be routed to the
nearest police force that covers the area’s dialling code. If the caller is using a mobile, the call will be routed using the
location of the mast that the phone is transmitting from. Please make note, and remember to dial 101.

New Legislation & Penalties
There are plans to introduce new legislation to target
irresponsible dog-owners who fail to clear up after
their dogs, or who allow them roam loose and foul
wherever they wish.
If approved, the fine for permitting a dog to foul in a
public area will be raised to a maximum of £1000,
and civic authorities and parish councils will have
powers to establish local bye-laws that specify which
paths and places will be dog-free zones.
Dog mess is not just unpleasant, it is also a serious
health hazard. Each gram contains 23 million bacteria,
as well as parasites and viruses. The greatest risk to
humans, and children, is Toxocariasis - a disease that
causes liver damage, pyrexia and even blindness.

The problems we have here in North Aston relate to
the Green, where fouling still occurs despite years of
appeals to prevent it, and along the public footpaths
through the woods and around the Park.
If your dog fouls on or near the footpath, clear it up.
Either bag it and dispose of it correctly, or (if on a
rural footpath) move it to a position where other
walkers won’t tread in it. It’s not much to ask.
O Ensure your dog doesn’t foul anywhere on the Green.
O Please remove (or move) any waste from within three
feet of any of the designated public footpaths
O Dispose of dog waste responsibly, preferably in your
green bin at home.
O Biodegradable waste bags are free from Cherwell District
Council, or from Eileen & Chris at The Green.

“preferential creditors” of Icelandic Banks, meaning we
are to get taxpayers’ money back in full with the accrued
interest as well – turning this after all into rather a good
investment! This is not related to our determination to
deliver another 0% council tax increase – but it doesn’t
hurt. We were recently told that the cost of contacts is
30p by computer, £3 by phone and £8 face to face: an
incentive to make the Cherwell website as easy and
friendly as possible.

Bicester Town Centre
Works (Sainsbury’s, cinema, hotel, etc) will start on 9th
January, so prepare for the disruption inevitable in such
a huge project. The new library depends on the outcome
of the County Council’s current budget round, so fingers
crossed.
Parking charges, meanwhile, came down on 14th
November, so it’s slightly cheaper already: there’s a raft
of reductions (no evening charges after 7pm, free
parking in disabled bays, 10p an hour price reduction in
Bicester, etc) so do check the ticket machines to save
money.
The rail project (fast connection from Oxford to Bicester
Town and then on to Marylebone) has hit a snag with
bats in the Wolvercote tunnel and great crested newts:
let’s hope Chiltern and Natural England can hammer
out a solution.
On the outskirts, the MoD has submitted an application
for a large new housing estate on land at Graven Hill: is
this too much, with the Ecotown, Kingsmere and Gavray
Drive and should the site stay zoned for the jobs Bicester
so desperately needs to balance all the new houses?
By Kingsmere, Cherwell DC has started on the new
sports village to make up the huge shortfall in
Bicester’s facilities: this will take three years to complete,
though it’s on the route for 9th July 2012 when the
Olympic Flame comes through, en route to Kirtlington,
Kidlington and then Oxford.

Banbury Progress
ProDrive, the motorsports engineers, have become too
successful for their current site, the big white building
by the M40, and want to move to the old aluminium works
site. To pay for this, they propose a retail park on their
old site by the motorway junction, with M&S and other
big names lined up. Planners will be asking whether this
will divert trade from the town or bring in new customers
– and whether preserving and increasing high tech
engineering jobs would justify it anyway.
In the town centre, outline plans have been displayed
for consultation to turn the nondescript area north of
Parsons Street, officially known as Bolton Road but to
most people just the multi storey car park, into an
attractive new quarter of the town centre. Do look and
have your say.
Financial News includes the confirmation by the
Icelandic Supreme Court that council depositors are

In a complete change of practice, rather than give grants
to voluntary groups who serve local people, Cherwell
has specified exactly what services are needed and
invited groups to tender. Banbury CAB won the contract
to deliver debt and money advice, voluntary driving
schemes and services to increase volunteering
throughout the District. The idea is to meet needs in the
most efficient and effective way.
The County Council is doing a similar exercise with the
Dial-a-Ride services, where expenditure and usage
varies widely across Oxfordshire. OCC aim to have the
providers selected, up and running on 1st April next year.

Management
The new joint management team for Cherwell and
South Northants has completed the induction and is
firmly in the saddle. As they get stuck in, further
opportunities for “jointery” (and therefore extra savings)
seem to be emerging all over the place, which is
encouraging as its clear that financial austerity is not
going away any time soon.
In an interesting innovation, each senior manager has
been given a geographical area to look after as well as
their line responsibilities, so Kevin Lane, whose day
job is running legal and democratic services, land
charges and elections, will also be taking an interest in
the Astons & Heyfords.

Planning Policy
You’ll have found it hard to avoid the controversy over
the new National Planning Policy Framework with its
proposed bias in favour of unrestrained development. I
hope the government stops dismissing concerns as
“nihilistic” and “nimby” and starts to listen. An urgent
implication for Cherwell is that we have to put a Local
Development Framework in place in a matter of months
or builders will be able to ride roughshod over any
sensible local planning. Progress on the LDF to date
has been incredibly frustrating as new rules and policy
u-turns delayed every step along the way: now it’s urgent
we drive it through regardless. Clearly, we need to consult
properly to ensure it embodies your views, but we cannot
afford to let it get bogged down again.
On that note, may I wish you all the best for Christmas
and the New Year.
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

PARISH WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 2011
STEEPLE AST
ON
ASTON
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TACKLEY

Sunday 4th - Second Sunday in Advent
9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

8.00 am
1662 Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

11.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.45 am
Children’s Church

6.00 pm Evensong
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 11th - Third Sunday in Advent
11.00 am
Holy Communion
& Children’s Church
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Geoff Hunter
6.00 pm
Patronal Festival
Fr Mark Clavier
Fr Robin Gibbons

Sunday 18th - Fourth Sunday in Advent
6.00 pm
Carol Service
Fr Mark Clavier

4.30 pm
Carol Service
Rev’d Geoff Hunter

6.00 pm
Carol Service
Fr Robin Gibbons

Saturday 24th - Christmas Eve
4.00 pm
Crib Service
Fr Mark Clavier

3.00 pm
Crib Service
Revd Sarah Parkinson

4.00 pm
Crib Service
Fr Robin Gibbons

11.30 pm
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

6.00 pm
Carols on the Green

11.30 pm
Holy Communion
Rev’d Geoff Hunter

Saturday 25th - Christmas Day
10.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Geoff Hunter

9.00 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

10.30 am
Holy Communion
Fr Mark Clavier

Families are welcome to all services. Father Mark provides a children’s sermon for children 4+ during the service.

Other Events this Month
Bible Study at the Rectory every Monday 1.30-2.30 pm
Morning Prayer is said on Mondays at 9.15 am in North Aston, Tuesdays at 9.15 am in Steeple Aston & at 9.15 am in Tackley
1662 Holy Communion on Thursdays at 12.00 noon in Steeple Aston church
7th December – 10-12 pm Coffee Morning at the Old Bakehouse in North Aston
14th December – 7.30 pm A Pint with the Parson at the Red Lion in Steeple Aston
21st December – 10-12 pm Coffee Morning at the White Lion in Steeple Aston

