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Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Franca Potts, Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: franca@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: goosegirl@hotmail.co.uk
Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Churchwarden
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865 or 347888
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: markstayorganic@yahoo.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police
Telephone: 08458 505 505

Upcoming Events
Coffee Morning
3rd February. 10:30am-12:00pm. Old Bakery
Village Hall Meeting
10th Feb. 7:30pm start. Gilmore, The Green
North Aston Gardening Club
15th Feb. 7:30pm start. Two School Cottages

I spent three days last week sampling the delights of the
M25 in rush hour. Now I know why I like living in North
Aston. We live only about 50 miles from that dreaded
stretch of road but it seems a million miles away.
You may not know it but we are classed as an isolated village
by Oxon County Council, because we have no shops or
services to offer the residents. When I first took over as
chairman I said that I would love to see North Aston become
a gated village. So why should we not go the whole hog and
keep some of those 30,000 vehicles that pass through our
village away? If it were only possible!
The Village AGM was held a couple of weeks ago. It was
disappointing to see such a low turnout, not even 10% of the
village turning out. A list of new residents was posted in last
month’s edition of the News, so please come and join us at
the next meeting and get involved in the village.
Several items came up at the meeting:
Dial A Ride (Banbury Community Transport)
After the item in the last Newsletter I have had
correspondence with the BCT, who runs the service. They would
like to inform us that the Dial a Ride Service is carrying on
offering transport to and from Banbury on a Monday. They
have also said that if the village shows enough interest they
would be prepared to run a Thursday bus, subject to there
being demand for the service. Anyone can avail of Dial a Ride
because we are classed as an Isolated Community. In next
months News I will be listing some suggestions as to how we
can make this service a success. It is important that we support
them or else services like these will be lost.
Community Oil Buying Scheme
This is now up and running and we have the first people signed
up. Orders have to be in by the 1st February, so if you are
interested please get in touch and I will get a form to you.
The Gardening Club
Franca and Marcus have invited those people who would like
to join the Gardening Club to a meeting at Two School
Cottages on Tuesday February 15th, starting at 7:30pm.
Those of you that have had the seed catalogues, could I have
your orders please by Monday 31st January?
Village Hall
In the past a lot of work has been put into looking at the
viability of North Aston having its own Village Hall. One of
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ORCC Trading

the biggest stumbling blocks has been getting
the necessary support from villagers to take this
project forward. There will be a meeting at
Gilmore, The Green (you should all know where
that is by now) on Thursday 10th February at
7.30pm.
We have had a lot of false starts with this
project and this next meeting will determine
whether or not there is the will to go forward
with the proposed village hall.
I have spoken at length to a number of the
organisers of the Balscote Village Hall project (a
village similar in size to North Aston) and it is
obvious that the amount of work is massive and
cannot be placed on a few shoulders. Balscote is
located between Shutford and Alkerton and now
has a village hall to be proud of. If you are ever
passing that way the village hall is situated
behind the pub.

Do you want to save money on
your domestic heating oil?
See last month’s News for full details, or ask for a leaflet.
Basically, if you use oil for your domestic heating, then this
scheme could save you hundreds of pounds every year.

Want to get involved?
In the first instance, contact Chris Tuffrey, who will be North
Aston’s liaison officer with ORCC on this scheme. You can
call him on 07903 339155, or email: info@offac.co.uk. There
is an annual membership fee of £20, but you could save many
times this amount over the same period.

We will endeavour to have every piece of
information to hand at the meeting in order to
help us make a decision.
This will be the meeting that decides whether
or not North Aston villagers want the Village
Hall project to go ahead. The number of
people who attend the meeting will go a long
way towards indicating interest and
commitment. If the support is poor, we will
have to accept that we will not be revisiting
this subject for a number of years to come.
Clothing Re-cycling Bin
This has been removed by the re-cycling company
because of lack of use. Although it appeared
that we got off to a rip-roaring start it would
seem that we have now emptied our wardrobes.
Well, spring is just around the corner, so have a
good month. Until next time . . .
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You can call me by telephone on 07903 339155,
send me an email: info@offac.co.uk, or just knock
on the door at The Green.

A Celebration of the Wedding of

HRH Prince William &
Catherine Middleton
Friday 29th

April 2011

The Village of Duns Tew will be celebrating the Royal
Wedding in April with a children’s party (4pm-6pm)
followed by an evening dinner and dance (from 8pm).
Residents of North Aston have been specifically invited
to attend. Tickets are £10 per head, to cover the cost of
all food and entertainment, and bar prices will be
generously subsidised.
The evening will feature a Hog Roast and music from
the Oxford Jazz Agency band.
A children’s Art Competition on the subject of “Kings
& Queens” will precede the event, while the theme on
the day will be Crowns & Coronets. Full details yet to
be confirmed but will be published in the March News.
Further details from: info@north-aston.co.uk

New Year Puzzle - The Answers
We had lots of feedback to say how much Paul Martin’s word
game had been enjoyed, so thank you to him for setting such
a challenge for the New Year! Here are the answers:
Dates

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Welcome
Thank you for the welcome in January’s North Aston News.
We very much enjoyed joining in with the Christmas Eve
Carols on the Green amid the ‘deep and crisp and even’ and
thank you to all for such warm hospitality!
We are looking forward to moving into the Old Vicarage later
in the year and thank all our neighbours for your patience and
tolerance over the coming months while the refurbishment
work is carried out. We apologise in advance for any
disturbance and look forward to meeting you.
With best wishes
Nigel, Miranda, William, Freya and Oliver Doggett

Marathon Man
I will be running the London Marathon on the 17th of April on
behalf of INCTR (the International Network for Cancer
Treatment and Research), a local charity in Oxford that helps
in the fight against cancer in children in Africa.
My aim is to raise £3000. The money raised will allow the
charity to aid a classroom of children in Africa in their battle
with cancer. Burkitt Lymphoma is one of the most common
childhood cancers in tropical Africa and it is curable if treated
early enough. The cost of treatment is modest - as little as
£100 will provide chemotherapy to save the life of a child.
I have written to you in the hope that you can spread the word
and help me gain the support of others in North Aston. I feel
that knocking on people’s doors can put people on the spot
and cause embarrassment, so a feature in the News might
be a better approach. Any support will be much appreciated.
Thanks again,
Jos Busby, Dane Hill Farm, North Aston
We are delighted to reproduce Jos’s poster in the News, and
ask anyone who can to support him in this very worthy cause.
A form is included. You can also donate on-line by visiting
Jos’s page on the Just Giving website: www.justgiving.com/
jos-busby. More information about the charity can be found
at www.challengefund.org.

40 Years in Black & White
Among the hats I wear from time to time is a black and white
St John Ambulance one! As you may have heard on BBC
Oxford, we are the station’s 40th Birthday Charity, aiming to
raise enough money to buy a new 4x4 ambulance (like the
one whose crew delivered a baby at Upper Heyford in the
snow in December). As part of this, we are going to try to
teach the world’s biggest First Aid lesson in March. Clearly,
word needs to spread, so I’d be really, really grateful if you
could find space to give this a mention.
Many thanks,
James Macnamara
See the half-page feature elsewhere for more details.

1969 - N A W on the M - Neil Armstrong walked on the Moon
1966 - E W F W C - England won Football World Cup
2003 - E W R W C - England won rugby World Cup
1912 - S of the T - Sinking of the Titanic
1773 - B T P - Boston Tea Party
1936 - A of K E - Abdication of King Edward
1997 - D of P D - Death of Princess Diana
1492 - CC landed in A - Christopher Columbus landed in
Americas
2004 – FB launched - Facebook launched
1977 - S W released (Film) - Star Wars released
1997 - H P and the P S published - Harry Potter and the
Philosophers Stone published
Literature
3 M in a B - Three Men in a Boat
20,000 L u the S - 20,000 Leagues under the Sea
2 G of V - Two Gentlemen of Verona
A T of 2 C - A Tale of Two Cities
7 P of W - Seven Pillars of Wisdom
Y O L T (James Bond) - You Only Live Twice
C 22 - Catch 22
A the W in 80 D - Around the World in 80 Days
The 3 M - Dumas - The Three Musketeers
The 39 S - The 39 Steps
1 D in the L of I D - One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich
Music
76 T L the B P - from ‘The Music Man’ musical - 76 Trombones
Led the Big Parade
3 x A L - The Commodores - Three times a lady
50 W to L Y L - Paul Simon - 50 ways to leave your lover
15 M on D M C - traditional - 15 men on a dead man’s chest
24 H from T - Gene Pitney - 24 Hours from Tulsa
7 S O R - Queen – Seven Seas of Rye
19th N B - The Stones - 19th Nervous Breakdown
18 T I D - Bryan Adams - Eighteen til I die
T N H A 1000 E - Bobby Vee - The Night has a 1000 eyes
W 2 T G T W - Frankie goes to Hollywood - When Two Tribes
Go to War
2 O O 3 ‘A B - Meat Loaf – Two out of Three ‘aint Bad
General
S N and the 7 D - Snow White and the Seven Dwarves
7 P in a W P T (sports) - 7 players in a water polo team
18 H in a R O G - 18 holes in a round of golf
64 S on a C B - 64 squares on a chess board
10 Y in a D - 10 years in a decade
L J G. The 9 D Q (Historical) - Lady Jane Grey, the 9 Day Queen
7 E in the H - 7 events in the heptathlon
1001 C A B B C (advert for those with long memories) – 1001
Cleans a Big Big Carpet
3 W from the G in a B – 3 wishes from the Genie in a bottle
It T 2 to T – It takes two to Tango
12 K of the R T – 12 Knights of the Round Table
50 Y in a G J – 50 years in a Golden Jubilee
6 W of H the E – 6 wives of Henry the Eighth
7 W of the A W – 7 Wonders of the Ancient World
8 L on a S - 8 legs on a spider
54 C in a P (inc J) - 54 cards in a pack (including Jokers)
14 L in a S (literature) - 14 lines in a sonnet
3 B M see H T R - 3 blind mice see how they run

North Aston
Gardening Club
Keen gardener or allotment holder? Then join the new
North Aston Gardening Club? The benefits, include:
O Discounts (up to 50%) from seed & plant companies
O Discounts from local Garden & Plant Centres
O Seed and Plant “Swap Shops”
O Talks, visits, social evenings, and much more
If you are interested in joining, speak to Chris or call
him on 07903 339155, or email info@offac.co.uk.

First meeting: February 15th @ 7:30pm, Two School Cottages

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first
Wednesday of each month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from
10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!
If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring
Gwen Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

HOPE TO SEE YOU ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 2nd

Virgin London Marathon 2011
JOS BUSBY SPONSORSHIP FORM
Thank you for your supporting Jos Busby’s run in the Virgin London Marathon 2011 on behalf of the INCTR Challenge Fund.
The money raised will be used to purchase chemotherapy treatment for children suffering with Burkitt Lymphoma in Africa.

Name: ...................................................................................................
Home address:

................................................................................

...................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................

Post Code:
Amount: £

.........................................................................................

..............................................

Gift Aid?*

......................

You can return your form to Jos by posting it to:
Jos Busby, Dane Hill Farm, North Aston, Oxon., OX25 6JE
You can also place it in an envelope and drop it off, care of
the North Aston News, at Two School Cottages, or hand it
over to Clive or Trudy if you happen to see them in the village.
* If you pay UK taxes, please tick or state “Yes” if you would like
the INCTR to treat your donation as Gift Aid. This will allow the
charity to recover the equivalent of a further £2.50 on every £10
donated under the Government’s Gift Aid scheme and, until 5th
April 2011, a further 3p in every £1.

Thank you.

Family Workshop – Saturday February 19th
Family Workshop, Saturday February 19th
in Steeple Aston Church 2 – 5 p.m.
Come and Get together with like-minded friends and make a
flower arrangement, plant the children’s garden, children over
nine can ring the big bells with Graham, paint a path of
messages, etc. etc. . . . and enjoy an early light supper
together. Please call Dorothy on 349 939 to say you are coming.

Our new Priest
As usual, this is a slow process, but it IS happening. In early January all three PCCs met the Bishop and the
three Patrons (Brasenose & St John’s Colleges, and Jeremy Taylor), we finalised our Profile and agreed the
job ad, which has now been placed. Applications have been invited and the interview, visiting and
selection process gets under way in March. We hope to have someone in place by June (they have to give
three months notice to leave the post that they are currently in). More news again in due course.

The Churchyard Debate
You may remember that last month we asked for your
views on whether you think the Churchyard should
continue to be mown every week as at present, or
whether it should be left at least partly wild. We have
had just two responses (one for mowing, one for wild),
which you can call an underwhelming response. If you
do have a view about this, please email
k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or call 340 200
and make your views known. The PCC would like to
discuss this again this month, and would love to hear
from more people.

The Anne Monument
Fund-raising for the £12,000 needed to restore and conserve
our lovely late 15th Century tomb chest is now underway, and
is going quite well.
A number of questions have arisen, including why we can’t
move it, so there will be a whole page about this in next
month’s News.

Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: goosegirl@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 338 434
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard
Bailey, Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

It’s your Church

Classified Adverts
Home Help
Does anyone need a cleaning lady for a couple of hours a week?
The lovely person who comes and looks after our house is very
keen to do some more work in North Aston and has asked me to
advertise for her. I can thoroughly recommend her. She is also
the weekend housekeeper to a major celeb who has a weekend
place near here, so she comes with brilliant credentials.
Anyone interested, please phone 347544 and I‘ll give you her
name and number. Not too many, please, because I‘d be lost
without her!! Angie Hannah.

Vegetable Stall
Open Mon-Sat from 9.00am
Q

Gardening and Lawn Mowing
Get your garden looking its best this winter! Clearing leaves,
sorting out borders, and preparing for spring. Can bring own
equipment or use yours. Excellent rates.
Phone Thomas on 07522 342093 (Please note new number) or
01869 347918 after 4:30 Mon-Fri or Saturday & Sunday anytime.

Friday November 5th
Saturday
November 6th
Wide variety of fresh seasonal organic veg

In the car park behind the Old Bakery
Q
Q
Q

at affordable prices
Minimal packaging
Zero food miles
Supporting the local economy
Too busy?
Why not try our
veggie box scheme
- Fresh veg
delivered to you
door.

Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356
(after 5:30 Mon-Fri or Sat & Sun anytime)

Lost Tabby
The tabby cat mentioned in last month’s News was swiftly
identified and returned to his rightful residence. Thanks to
everyone who called.

NEW TO
NORTH
ASTON?
£25

£15
Copies of North Aston ~ A Millennium are
available to residents of the village for the
reduced price of just £15.
Chronicling the history of the village from the
time of the Roman invasion to the year 2000,
this unique book is packed with previously
unpublished photographs, maps and illustrations,
as well as detailed historical information,
personal accounts and anecdotes.
192 pages. ISBN 978-1-902863-18-4

Call in at Two School Cottages or phone 347356

Tel: (01869) 347702
If you’re “on-line” and have your own email address, and
would like to be informed of happenings in the Village,
Neighbourhood Watch updates etc, please contact:

info@north-aston.co.uk
Use this address to submit items for the NA News.

Village Marquees & Generator
There are trestle tables, chairs and a hefty 4.0 kVA
diesel-powered generator available for hire as well as
three marquees - two traditional and one tubular-framed
plastic. If you would like to book any of these items, or
for further information, please contact Marcus (347356)
or email info@north-aston-co.uk.

Fish & Chips!
Every Thursday afternoon from 5:00pm
until approx 5:45pm, by the telephone box
Computer Problems Solved
Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

www.naenterprise.co.uk

Traffic Speed Monitor - December
The data between December 1st and 31st 2010 proved
to be quite fascinating, but probably not in any way
representative of our usual traffic situation.
A total of 11,882 vehicles were recorded for the month,
which is well down on typical figures, and suggests a
total of through-traffic equivalent to around 23,000, which
is around 25% below normal.
We usually see around 1000 traffic movements along
the Somerton Road daily. On December 18th, the day
it started snowing, this fell to under 300, although had
recovered to around 450 in the days following. It
remained at around that figure throughout the Christmas
period, and only started to “recover” in the days leading
up to New Year.
Excluding days when the road was covered in snow,
the percentage of drivers exceeding the speed limit
remained at around 40% of all through-traffic. On
December 19th, the day after the heavy snow, the top
speed recorded through the village was just 23 mph! It

did creep up a bit as the conditions improved, but was
still within 45 mph even by New Year.
However, the fastest recorded speed for December
was 62 mph, set at 21:31 on the night of Saturday 4th.
Another car, spotted by a villager on December 15th at
22:59, clocked 56 mph. This was a large BMW saloon,
and we have your number! Don’t do it again!
If you do witness a vehicle travelling at excessive
speed, take a note of the recorded speed, their
registration number and, very importantly, the time of
day, and submit it to info@north-aston.co.uk. We can
match that time to a recorded speed. If that same
vehicle is recorded several times, we can inform TVP,
who will then endeavour to “trap” the habitual speeder.
Damage to the Green
Did anyone happen to notice the lorry or trailer unit that
drove along almost the full length of the edge of the
Green in mid-January, possibly the 20th or 21st? We’d
be interested to know the identity of vehicle or driver.

Steeple Aston Village Hall - February 24th, 25th and 26th 2011
Tickets £7.50 (Concessions £5). Show starts at 7.30 pm.
Wind in the Roses, a new musical play written and directed by Stephen Nash and Jan Lester-George, comes to
Steeple Aston this February. It tells the story of the residents of Bethnal Green during the Blitz years of 1940-41
and how they coped with the bombing: their tears, their joy, their bravery, love, fear and companionship. Join in
with the actors in the old wartime tunes, as well as new songs devised for this production.
The performers of all ages are drawn from the local area and this promises to be a very enjoyable show. For
tickets and enquiries phone Cathy Fleet 01869 347000 or email parishclerk.steepleaston@fsmail.net. There is a
special Dress Rehearsal matinee at 3.00 pm on Wed 23rd Feb, tickets for this show will be £3.00.

BREAK A WORLD RECORD!
If you would like to have fun, learn some First Aid (which could save a life) and win a world
record for Britain, put Saturday 19th March in your diary.
At Oxford’s Kassam Stadium that morning, the staff of St John Ambulance are going to
try and teach the world’s largest First Aid lesson and qualify for the Guinness Book of
World Records.
You will need to register, but that’s easy on St John
Ambulance’s Oxfordshire website, and there’s a
modest registration fee – which will go to BBC Oxford’s
40th Birthday appeal for a new 4x4 ambulance to enable SJA to save lives
both off-road, at events like the Blenheim Horse Trials, and in snow and
ice, when conventional ambulances cannot get through to villages like ours.
So, please spread the word – all welcome, especially groups of families,
friends, work colleagues and neighbours. Sign up and come along to be
part of something really big!

www.sja.org.uk/sja/counties/oxfordshire
If you can’t get directly involved in the event, but would still like to support SJA in their appeal, you can send a
donation by post. Make cheques payable to 'St John Ambulance Oxfordshire' and send them to St John
House, 40 High St Kidlington OX5 2DN, marking your envelope 'BBC Oxford Birthday Appeal'. Alternatively,
simply text 'DONATE BIRTHDAY' to 70007. Texts cost £3, with at least £2.40 going directly to the appeal.
Note: The 4x4 illustrated may not be exactly the same as the one eventually purchased through the appeal, and is for illustrative purposes only.

Bag it
Bin it!
The lucky winners of the January
Top Draw for the North Aston 100 Club were:
First Prize (£25): C. Palmer (#45)
Second Prize (£5): Archie Stay (#134)
Not a participant? Call Norman on 340368

O

Please ensure your dog doesn’t foul on or around the
Green. Please remove (or move) any waste from within
three feet of any of the designated public footpaths in
the Parish. Dispose of dog waste responsibly,
preferably in your green bin at home. Biodegradable
dog waste bags are available free of charge from
Cherwell District Council, or from Eileen & Chris at
The Green. It’s your village - be proud of it!

Vandalism and Break-ins
A number of Village & Community Halls have been broken into
across Cherwell over the last few weeks. Begbroke, Somerton,
Hook Norton and Kidlington have all had incidents this year.
If you live near to a community building, whether it’s a hall, church,
library or school, please be extra vigilant and report any
suspicious behaviour to the Cherwell Priority Crime Team on
08458 505 505. Alternatively, dial 999 for an immediate police
response.
From Deborah Hextall, Cherwell Regional Watch Co-ordinator
[Reference: J 0008/01 2011]

If you have any information or concerns you can contact
Crimestoppers (anonymously) on 0800 555 111 or Thames Valley Police on 08458 505 505 to report incidents.

North Aston Village Meeting
Thursday 13th January 2011
MINUTES
Present: Chris Tuffrey (Chair), Franca Potts (Clerk)
Present: Clive Busby, Trudy Busby, Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, John Harvey-Lee, David Greenwood, Peter Durnin,
Jane Durnin, Chris Hazell, Marcus Potts, Eileen Gilmore, Ginny Stay, Niel Nicholson, Sandra Reeves.
Apologies: Sue Hatzigeorgiou (Treasurer) Tuck Hatzigeorgiou, Beryl Greenwood, Mark Stay.

Village Meeting

previous edition of the News, were approved. Proposed
by John Harvey-Lee and seconded by Niel Nicholson.
2. Election of Officers

1. Welcome & Apologies
Chris Tuffrey welcomed everyone to the meeting and
apologies were noted.
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting, as published in the January
issue of the North Aston News, were approved
unanimously. Proposed by John Harvey-Lee and
seconded by Niel Nicholson.
3. Election of Officers
Chris Tuffrey was re-elected to Chair. Proposed by
Marcus Potts, seconded by Niel Nicholson.
Sue Hatzigeorgiou was re-elected as Treasurer.
Proposed by John Harvey-Lee, seconded by David
Greenwood.
Franca Potts was re-elected as Clerk. Proposed by
John Harvey-Lee, seconded by Niel Nicholson.
4. Treasurer’s Report
In Sue Hatzigeorgiou’s absence, Franca Potts read out
the Treasurer’s Report. This was tabled and accepted
unanimously. Proposed by Peter Durnin, seconded by
Clive Busby.
5. Village Precept
After a brief discussion IT WAS AGREED that the
Village Precept should remain unchanged at £600.
Proposed by John Harvey-Lee, seconded by Marcus
Potts.
6. Any Other Business
There was no further business relating directly to the
Village Meeting. As a result, the Meeting moved on
without delay to the Village Fund Meeting:

Village Fund
Those attending, and apologies for absence, as above.
Chris Tuffrey welcomed everyone to the meeting.
1. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the last Meeting, as published in the

The re-electrion of officers was accepted to be as for
the Village Meeting. Chris Tuffrey was re-elected to
Chair. Sue Hatzigeorgiou was re-elected as Treasurer.
Franca Potts was re-elected as Clerk. All officers
proposed and seconded as per Village Meeting.
3. Treasurer’s Report
Franca Potts read out the Treasurer’s Report for the
Village Fund. It was discussed briefly, tabled and
approved. Proposed by Peter Durnin, seconded by
Clive Busby.
4. Kerbing of Village Green
Marcus Potts updated the meeting with regard to
progress on kerbing of the Village Green. He reported
that he and CT had met with Nathan, the contractor
working for Kevin Cash on the new driveway to the
Hall. Nathan believes he has now won the contract to
construct the lakes and that he expects this work will
take a further 4-6 weeks to complete. Once done, his
men will be in a position to carry out the work on the
kerbing. He has already promised to submit an estimate
for the work, and is aware of the tight budget.
When a quote has been obtained it will be published in
the Newsletter.
David Greenwood commented that he did not think
large lorries would take any notice of either a passing
place or the granite setts and would drive over them if
space was limited. A discussion about the likely
scenarios this might create then followed. It was
thought that the priority should be to kerb the Green to
either side of any wider “passing place” so that the
sense of restricted width (that might best deter
speeding) should be achieved first. It was also
suggested that the Council be contacted once the work
was completed and that a request be made that the
refuse collection lorry should stop opposite the passing
place, if necessary.
Clive Busby noted that he thought that the curves at
either end of the Green should also be kerbed, and
therefore we needed to know how many sets are
available.

MP and CB will check how many granite setts the
village has “in stock” to determine whether it will be
necessary to obtain more. Clive thought that perhaps
there were some setts still bordering the old lay-by,
and that it might be possible to extract these if there
was a shortfall.
CT told the meeting that the local authority will take
over responsibility for the finished work and any future
maintenance and/or repair to the kerbing.
CT also said that he had received some comments
about the state of the Middle Aston Lane and that he
had been in touch with Kevin Cash regarding the
damage done to the verges by the heavy lorries
delivering hard core and soil to the work site for the
driveway. CT reported that Kevin has agreed to
reinstate the verges when all the work is complete, and
that he and MP had already had discussions with
Nathan about these remedial works.
6. The Fox Crossroads – an approach to
Oxfordshire Country Council Highways Authority
In the week preceding the meeting there had been two
serious accidents at the Fox crossroads and the
Meeting agreed that it was time to look at the situation.
MP had contacted the Oxfordshire County Council to
ask whether something could be included in the Local
Transport Plan 2012 – 2030. He was told that if a
proposal could be submitted by 14 January it could be
included, even tough the published deadline had passed
on 6th January.
MP had also contacted the Parish Councils and
Meetings of all the surrounding villages to ask whether
they would be supportive of the application, as he hoped
that by combining voices something could be done to
make the junction safer. He had received positive
responses from Steeple Aston, Lower Heyford, Steeple
Barton, Deddington, Sandford St Martin, Middle Aston
and Duns Tew. North Aston has been invited to speak
at the meeting in Deddington on 16 February 2011.
The ideal solution might be to create a roundabout, but
this was unlikely to be accepted by OCC. Alternative
solutions might be to re-align the crossroads, so that
the relative access points from Duns Tew and North
Aston would be swapped, or traffic lights could be
installed.
Niel Nicholson felt that traffic lights would be the best
answer, a precedent having already been set at
Hopcrofts Holt and at Deddington.
Ginny Stay commented that the junction also needed
to be made safer for pedestrians.
The meeting was unanimous that MP should produce
a proposal for submission to the Council.
In addition to the Fox proposal, the meeting would like
to see designated passing places along the Middle
Aston Lane.

7. Dog Fouling
MP has purchased a bin suitable for dog waste which
he has also agreed to empty on a regular basis.
The Meeting was in agreement that this should be put
up for a trial period on the Green, near to the site of the
clothing bank.
8. North Aston Gardening Club
CT will circulate some catalogues to interested parties
and an inaugural meeting will be held at Marcus and
Franca Potts’ house. Date to be arranged.
9. Oil Heating Scheme
CT distributed leaflets to the Meeting about the ORCC
Trading domestic heating oil scheme and asked anyone
interested to complete the form to join. Leaflets are
still available from Chris Tuffrey to anyone who would
like to have more information.
10. Coping with Ice and Snow
This was discussed at the last meeting, when it had
been agreed that residents should be encouraged to
clear snow from the paths in front of their houses.
Unfortunately, during the snows over Christmas, some
people had cleared the snow from their own driveways
and then left large piles to either side, effectively barring
access to the footpaths. This had been counterproductive, and had forced pedestrians to take to the
roads. It was hoped that a more community-minded
spirit might prevail should further snows arrive this
winter.
11. The Royal Wedding and the Big Lunch
A suggestion had been received that North Aston might
be interested in staging a special event to mark the
Royal Wedding of Prince William and Catherine
Middleton on 29th April 2011. Several other villages in
the area, including Duns Tew, were known to be
considering such a celebration. That being the case,
and understanding that an invitation for North Aston
residents to join in the Duns Tew event had already
been received, it was decided that it might be
inappropriate for North Aston to stage a rival party.
FP explained that North Aston had joined in the national
Big Lunch event for the last two years, and that this
had worked particularly well on both occasions when it
had been timed to coincide with the Village Fête.
However, this year’s Big Lunch has been scheduled
for 5th June, which was felt to be too early in the summer
for the Fête. As a result, IT WAS AGREED that North
Aston would stage its own Big Lunch on the Sunday
immediately following the Fête, which is currently
pencilled in for Saturday July 16th July.
12. Any Other Business
Village Hall – CT has been to see the Village Hall at
Balscote and obtained costs for construction and
running. Their Hall is 132 sq. metres and can seat 80.

It is a timber construction with plastered walls to the
interior. The cost was c.£150,000 and running costs
are £3,000 per annum inclusive.
There had originally been a number of planning
problems and the application had been refused.
However, it was subsequently granted on appeal.
Balscote has no street lighting, the Hall has no car park
and no footpaths leading to it. This type of building is
also exempt from VAT.
The Meeting agreed that a number of people have spent
many hours on this project over the years and the time
has come to either go ahead and see the project
through to completion, or set it to one side and forget
the idea for the foreseeable future. CT urged the
Meeting to visit www.balscote.com where they can find
details of that village hall.
IT WAS AGREED that further information should be
included in the next Newsletter and a Committee should
be formed, with a meeting called to take this matter
further. Eileen Gilmore offered her house for a meeting
at a date and time to be arranged.
MP expressed his disappointment that neither Jeremy
Taylor nor James Taylor were present at the meeting,
and that they had not attended the previous meeting
either, yet any hope of progress with regard to the
village hall depended enormously on their participation
and support.
Eileen Gilmore asked whether we should consider
again the pavilion site and David Greenwood
commented that there had been problems previously
with vandalism on this site.
Further discussion was curtailed pending the staging
of a dedicated meeting.
Minutes of Last Meeting – There has been an
objection to an item in the Minutes of the last meeting
regarding the cessation of the ‘Dial-A-Ride’ service.
Although based on information supplied to him by the
Council, CT had been assured by the Banburyshire
Community Transport Association, which operates the
service, that the ‘Dial-A-Ride’ to Banbury is not stopping
this year, and the Monday bus will continue to serve
North Aston.
The village is designated as ‘isolated’ and the service
is there for anyone to use, not just pensioners. It costs
£1.50 each way and stops at Sainsburys and Morrisons
for shoppers. If there is enough interest Cherwell DialA-Ride would also be willing to put on a Thursday bus.
CT offered to put something in the next Newsletter.
Road to the Church – David Greenwood commented
that there has been a lot of mud left by dumper trucks
on the road to the Church. Although Kevin has stated
his intention to resurface the road after work on the
driveway is complete, DG thought that the mud should
be cleared away first to prevent it rising back up through

the gravel after the resurfacing had been completed.
Localism Bill - CT talked briefly about the Localism
Bill, which passed through Parliament in December.
This Bill is intended to shift power away from central
government and back into the hands of individuals,
communities and councils. CT explained that the
Meeting might benefit from increased powers as a result
of the change in legislation, and he would investigate
how this might effect North Aston in the future.
Closure of Ardley Tip – FP asked whether anyone
else had heard that the recycling facility and public tip
at Ardley was being closed and a new one built at
Kidlington, adjacent to the Park & Ride. It was generally
agreed that this was a retrograde step, and villagers
were to be encouraged to express their concerns to
the Council over this proposed closure. It was believed
that the closure would be introduced as part of the
development of the new incinerator at Ardley.
Christmas - Niel Nicholson thanked the Meeting for
the gift he and Liz had received as a thank you for
copying the Newsletter throughout 2010. Thanks were
also expressed on behalf of pensioners, who had also
received gifts.
Niel also commented that he thought Carols on the
Green should not have been moved into Beasley’s
Close, although lighting the bonfire well in advance had
been a great success. Attendance had been down on
previous years, perhaps in part due to the weather, but
also because, with no bonfire visible from the road, a
number of people had assumed the event had been
cancelled. NN expressed his hope that the Carols would
indeed be back on the Green next Christmas, and the
meeting was in full agreement.
MP has agreed to produce a new edition of the North
Aston Carol Book and hoped that suggestions for
favourite hymns and traditional Christmas songs for
inclusion could be emailed to info@north-aston.co.uk.
The Wassailers were congratulated having raised
c.£400 for charity.
MP was thanked for re-vamping the Newsletter and
taking over production, and further thanks were
expressed for the tremendous job John Harvey-Lee had
done over the previous decade or more.
The Meeting closed at 8.50pm

NEXT VILL
AGE MEE
TING
VILLAGE
MEETING
The next Village Meeting will take place on Thursday
14th April 2011 at 7.30pm in the Old Bakery.
A full agenda will be posted on the Village Noticeboard
nearer the time. If you have any items you would like
included, please email your request to info@northaston.co.uk.

Winter Weather
Ice and snow certainly gave us a challenge last month.
As the County Council focuses on priority routes for
gritting and clearance, a lot of village roads became
unsafe for rubbish trucks – a 28 ton toboggan is a safety
hazard in anybody’s language! This meant that only
30,000 of the 80,000 bins due for collection in the first
week of the snow were picked up and the backlog took
some time to clear, despite extra staff, who could not
work due to the snow, being roped in and some working
10 hour days including Bank Holidays. Hopefully, most
people understood the difficulties, especially when they
saw that the bin men were not idle, working first to clear
streets and footpaths and then council car parks until
they could get back on the trucks.
As there are several more winter months to come, the
key message remains to put your bins out on the due
date and, if they cannot be emptied, leave them until
the trucks make it, which will be as soon as possible
but may not be on the day you expect.
Incinerators
While talking rubbish, I regret to report that the Ardley
incinerator will be approved as the Secretary of State
will not “call in” the second, approved, application and
is now consulting on conditions for the first, appealed,
one.
Meanwhile, Bucks County Council is still scrutinising
their proposal for Calvert, on the other side of Bicester,
and WRG have applied for a Mechanical Biological
Treatment plant in place of the incinerator they were
refused at Sutton Courtenay. While this is a far better
method, as the County Council have contracted for
Oxfordshire’s waste to go to Ardley, WRG will
presumably have to import rubbish into the county,
which is far from green.
Budgets
These bring better news, as I am now almost in balance
for Cherwell, with no increase in Council Tax (which
will therefore stay at £123.50 for the average “Band D”
home). The only area of controversy is around
increased parking charges, which I am putting up by
10p an hour by day, while introducing an 80p charge
for the evening. Opponents tell me this will cause the
economic collapse of our town centres, but are less
forthcoming on which groups they propose to take the

strain off drivers. I don’t see why the general, non-driving
taxpayer should subsidise drivers or, for that matter,
that residents should support visitors from outside the
District. It is only the second rise, totalling 20p, in seven
years, so I suspect we are behind inflation. When it
costs over £50 to fill up with fuel, 10p is not going to
persuade any rational person to drive to Witney. And,
as for the cry that an 80p charge will materially affect
choices to go out for a drink or dinner in the evening, I
say that it’s “peanuts” – as the first snack of the evening
costs more than the parking!
Pulling together
Joint working with South Northants Council, which was
formally approved in December, contributes the sort
of cuts which taxpayers won’t notice. We are now in
the implementation phase, integrating computer
systems and suchlike, which is causing me late nights
in Towcester but, if it works as intended, will deliver
substantial savings with no loss of service.
Housing
Housing policy and other such business carries on as
normal, meanwhile. Or, rather, as abnormal, as we have
to adapt to get sufficient social housing built for those
who can’t afford market rents or to buy, despite the
dead market for new building and against a background
of rapidly changing government policy. Touch wood,
we’ve done pretty well, with 199 affordable homes built
last year and homeless families down from 400 four
years ago to just 26 – but that was last year and now
we have to repeat the trick…
Review roundup
Planning obligations, the contributions that housebuilders make, in cash or kind, to local facilities are
also being given a shake-up, with the first
comprehensive summary of everything from schools
to cemeteries and ponds to play areas going out to
consultation. While a lot of this is not new, I can see
developers fighting their corner robustly while the
waters are also muddied by the proposed new
Community Infrastructure Levy, so you might see some
controversy before this is finalised.
Localism Bill
Localism is, of course, a key theme of the new regime
and the newly published Localism Bill looks set to shake
things up, with new planning powers devolved to
parishes and neighbourhoods, who will be able to shape
their development through neighbourhood plans and
local referendums. As always, one should listen to the
furore around the Bill with interest, but it will be the small
print in the Act which will dictate the future. The proof
of the pudding… 2011 should be an interesting year.
James Macnamara
Tel: 01869 340109
cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

It’s a lot easier to see an NHS dentist than many people think, and it’s getting easier by the day. It is always a
good idea to look after your teeth, so if you would like to find out where you can receive quality NHS dental care,
or if you need emergency treatment now, then call our helpline today on 08000 113 824.
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Sunday 6th
11.00 am
Family Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

8.00 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
9.45 am
Children’s Church
Mrs Dorothy Willatt

11.00 am
Holy Communion
& Children’s Church
Rev’d Tim Shepherd
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Sunday 13th
11.00 am
Holy Communion
& Children’s Church
(Prayers for Healing)
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

9.30 am
Family Service
Rev’d Geoff Hunter

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Sunday 20th
10.30 am
United Benefice
Family Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

No Service

6.00 pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Sunday 27th
11.00 am
Family Communion
Rev’d Stephen Pix

9.30am
Informal Service
Mr Richard Bailey

9.30 am
Common Worship
Morning Prayer
Rev’ Stephen Pix
6.00 pm
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

Other Events this Month
A short service of Morning Prayer is said on most Tuesdays at 9.30 am in Steeple Aston
A short service of Morning Prayer is said on Wednesdays at 9.00 am in Tackley
Wednesday 2nd February in North Aston 10.30am to noon Coffee in the Old Bakehouse
Wednesday 2nd February in Steeple Aston 10.30am to noon Coffee & Chat at The White Lion

This Month’
Month’ss Birthdays
Many Happy Returns to the following residents who celebrate birthdays this month:

Nick Bevan ~ Nicholas Kneale ~ Dick Taylor
February 2011

