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Chewing the Cud
New text awaited.
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You can call me by telephone on 07903 339155, send me an
email: info@offac.co.uk, or just knock on the door.

Useful Contacts
North Aston News
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: info@north-aston.co.uk
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman
Telephone: 07903 339155
Email: info@offac.co.uk
Sue Hatzigeorgiou, Treasurer
Telephone: (01869) 347727
Email: sue@hatzgibbs.co.uk
Franca Potts, Secretary
Telephone: (01869) 347356
Email: franca@cmcgraphics.co.uk
North Aston PCC
Kildare Bourke-Burrowes, Warden
Telephone: (01869) 340200
Email: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com
Clive Busby, Church Warden
Telephone: (01869) 338434
Email: goosegirl@hotmail.co.uk
North Aston Gardening Club
Chris Tuffrey, Chairman. See above.
North Aston Pet Alert
Please notify of any Firework Parties
Deirdre Oakley: Tel (01869) 340646
Also email: info@north-aston.co.uk
North Aston Organics
Telephone: (01869) 347702
Email: markstayorganic@yahoo.co.uk
Nicholson Nurseries
Telephone: (01869) 340342
Email: office@nicholsons.gb.com
North Aston Farms
Telephone: (01869) 347865
Email: jemtaylor@mac.com
North Aston 100 Club
Norman West. Tel (01869) 340368
CDC Local Councillor
James Macnamara, Lower Heyford
Telephone: (01869) 340109
Email: cllr.james.macnamara@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

Upcoming Events
Coffee Morning
5th Jan. 10:30am-12:00pm. Old Bakery
Village Meeting
13th Jan. 7:30pm-9:00pm. Old Bakery

ey
Chris Tuffr

Mail to: info@north-aston.co.uk

Deddington Library
Many of our local services are under pressure as a result of
cut-backs in funding from central Government and the need
for local authorities to achieve reductions averaging 20% or
more in their annual expenditure.
As a result, some of the services that many people tend to
take for granted are under threat, and one of these is the
library in Deddington. Although I don’t use the library
particularly often myself, I used to when Josh was much
younger, and we regularly borrowed books and videos. I am
sure there are many other parents of young children who enjoy
the benefits of being able to take out a fresh selection every
once in a while, or perhaps there are other residents who
appreciate the range of large-type books on offer.
It would seem that the first meeting to discuss the fate of the
library, and ultimately herald its closure, takes place this
month. It may take a while, but if the Council gets its way,
the library will be gone by the end of the year.
If you are concerned by this, and would like to offer your
support, then please contact Lorraine Watling, Deddington
Parish Clerk, on parishcouncil@deddington.net. If you feel
particularly strongly, then Judith Heathcoat is the OCC
representative responsible for Libraries, and her email is:
judith.heathcoat@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Drop either (or both) of them a note to see if we can save this
valuable local resource.
Thankyou, Marcus Potts

The North Aston Carol Singers
Dear Editor
After seven hours we visited every house in the village (it was
nice to see some new faces) and thanks to the amazing
generosity of everyone in North Aston we raised a record £400
for local and national charities.
Thanks also to everyone who fed and ‘watered’ us along the
way - we needed it!
Thank you, Mark Stay

Milk Deliveries
Dear Editor,
During the recent ‘Great White-Out’, Middle Aston Lane
virtually became a no-go area for a while. Wheelie bins were
left un-emptied and for several days we never saw a postman.
Our regular daily exercise was digging out stranded vehicles
as they slithered to a halt outside our gate. BUT like the
famous ‘Pony Express’, North Aston Dairies still got through
without fail. So this is a very BIG THANK-YOU to Matt and
his crew for braving some very difficult conditions to keep the
milk flowing. It was much appreciated!
Residents on Middle Aston Lane

A number of comments have come to our attention regarding
the poor performance offered by Cherwell District Council’s
refuse collection service over the snowy interlude. The
collection scheduled for Tuesday 21st was never made, and
at the time of writing many households still have their green
wheelie bins standing outside on the pavement. A collection
is due on January 4th. However, if you feel let down by the
Council’s failure to meet its obligations last month, you can
submit feedback via the website at www.cherwell.gov.uk,
where there is a page dedicated to the “disruption to Council
Services”. You can also call 01295 221940.

Christmas Gifts
We would like to add our thanks to those of the other OAP’s
in the village (and particularly those of us in the more outlying
areas demanding snowy walks) to say how much we
appreciated the Christmas ‘cheer’ delivered (in our case) by
Linda and Andy.
Elizabeth & John Harvey-Lee
We would like to thank the Friends of North Aston for the
lovely Christmas gift. It was very much appreciated.
Bill and Jill Adams
Several residents have said how much they appreciated their
Christmas gifts this year. Thank you to Linda for organising
the purchase, wrapping and distribution of the gifts, despite
the challenging weather!

Happy Memories
Just to let you know that I have thoroughly enjoyed reading
my way through North Aston ~ A Millennium. It was delightful,
fascinating and very informative. I’m amazed how much history
there is in North Aston and I can’t wait to visit again and
explore with more insight. The book was the best Christmas
present I had this year!
Happy New Year to everyone in North Aston
Dawn Buckland
Dawn used to live at Number 4, The Green in the early 1960s
with her mother, Josie, big sister Linda and brother Clive. Her
father worked in the Navy and her mother took in sewing.
Dawn has very fond memories of her time in North Aston,
and has written to us several times with her reminiscences.
She remembers Joyce Morley (and Nicholas!), the Molds (and
especially Mrs Mold’s sherry trifles!) and the hollow tree on
the Green. She now lives in Broadstairs but would be delighted
to hear from anyone in North Aston who remembers her.
Please forward any messages to the News.

TetraPak Recycling - IMPORTANT!
For several years now Jeremy Taylor has very generously
had a green wheelie bin placed on the corner of the Green,
where residents may deposit waxed cartons and TetraPaks
for recycling. (This is because coated packaging cannot, as
yet, be placed in the blue bin with regular paper and cardboard.)
Sadly, in recent months, his efforts have been abused by
people placing other rubbish into the bin, including bags of
dog waste.
We are fortunate to have this facility at all, so please ensure
that only the correct cartons are placed in the bin. Also, to
make it more effective, all packs should be rinsed out and
flattened before being added to the bin. It only takes a moment.

Please join in the Churchyard debate
It’s hard to think about this in the snow, but we are! Our Churchyard can be called ‘God’s Acre’; it’s a
sacred place in which we cherish the memory of those who have died and celebrate the very ancient
untouched quiet space around of Church where people have come to worship for 700 years.
Today it’s nice and tidy, and the grass is mown by a member of the congregation almost every week for
nearly 6 months of the year. There’s no problem about this, and the result is that it is kept very neat.
Many people like it that way. However, there is an alternative.
This alternative is to let it grow wild, mowing just the blocks around the graves that are visited, and the
rest just once a year probably in July. Over 6,000 Churches in the UK now manage their churchyards in
this way, inspired by the ‘Living Churchyards’ initiative that you can read more about at:
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk.
This is a different and valuable idea of ‘sanctuary’; this is the dead providing a sanctuary for the living
species that as an organic village we must care about and protect. Look around; you will see almost no
unkempt and undisturbed spaces where wild flowers grow undisturbed & wildlife thrives. We like tidy,
mown, strimmed places, but these are really hostile to biodiversity; even many of the plants we put in our
gardens have very limited wildlife value. If we really respect and love nature perhaps, like others, we can
consider our churchyard as a haven for the hundreds of threatened and challenged plants and animals in
our world. Just one example is bumblebees; many of the remaining 24 species are in decline; 2 species
have become extinct in the UK already. Flower rich
lightly managed grassland can provide a rare home
and refuge for numerous birds, butterflies, bees,
fungi and small mammals.
The main downside of this would be an untidy and
unkempt looking Churchyard for 4 months of the
year. To some this may be an almost unbearable
affront, to others it may be an inspiration. We have
discussed this twice within the PCC, and now we’d
like to HEAR WHAT YOU THINK.

The un-mown Churchyard in the 1950s (?)

If you have a view on this, please email
k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or call 340200
and make your views known. Views will be published,
anonymously of course, in the next News.

Family Workshop – Saturday January 15th
Come to Steeple Aston Village Hall, between 2 and 5pm on January 15th. Do things together, such as
planting bulbs for Easter, making cakes, creating mobiles. This is especially for children, who like doing
fun things with other children. There will be an early light supper as well. If you’d like to come, please
just call Rebecca on 340 949 and let her know.

Any comments about the above are very welcome.
Please email Kildare: k.bourkeborrowes@btinternet.com or tel: 340 200
If you wish you can also email Clive: goosegirl@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 338 434
Any other member of the PCC will also be very happy to talk, and they are: Bill Adams, Richard
Bailey, Nick Bevan, Beryl Greenwood, Jenny Martin, Ted Short, Jeremy Taylor and Norman West.

It’s your Church

Classified Adverts
Need a Baby Sitter ?
Responsible baby sitting service available most evenings,
including weekends.
Phone Josh on 01869 347356
(after 5:30 Mon-Fri or Sat & Sun anytime)

Village Marquees & Generator
FOR HIRE
There are trestle tables, chairs and a hefty 4.0 kVA
diesel-powered generator available for hire as well as
three marquees - two traditional and one tubular-framed
plastic. If you would like to book any of these items, or
for further information, please contact Marcus (347356)
or email info@north-aston-co.uk.

Friday November 5th
Saturday November 6th

Wanted ! A Playpen

. . any type considered. Please call Jill on 340607

Gardening and Lawn Mowing
Get your garden looking its best this winter! Clearing
leaves, sorting out borders, and preparing for spring. Can
bring own equipment or use yours. Excellent rates.
Phone Thomas on 07522 342093 (Please note new
number) or 01869 347918 after 4:30 Mon-Fri or Saturday
& Sunday anytime.

NEW TO
NORTH
ASTON?
£25

£15
Copies of North Aston ~ A Millennium are
available to residents of the village for the
reduced price of just £15.
Chronicling the history of the village from the
time of the Roman invasion to the year 2000,
this unique book is packed with previously
unpublished photographs, maps and illustrations,
as well as detailed historical information,
personal accounts and anecdotes.
192 pages. ISBN 978-1-902863-18-4

Call in at Two School Cottages or phone 347356

Computer Problems Solved
Look no further for a reliable computer repair and maintenance
service. We’ll remove viruses, fix hardware failures, boost the
performance of your PC, or tackle a broad range of tasks.
Phone 07522 342093 or visit the website at

www.naenterprise.co.uk

Found - Tabby
A Tabby cat, probably about six years old, was found in
the Hall Close area in mid-December. He arrived at the
back door of Number 6 in a very poor state, and had
probably been wandering for many days. He’s now
looking much better, but in need of a home. If you’ve
lost a cat matching this description, then please call
David Rose on 01869 340282

A New Year Puzzle
As a way of drifting gently into the New Year try the
following puzzle, submitted by Paul Martin. He has
reduced some well known expressions, events,
sayings, phrases, book titles and songs into a series
of initials, but can you decipher them?
He’s given a few clues along the way, and here’s an
example to get you strarted:
12 M in a Y = 12 months in a Year
Dates
1969 = N A W on the M _________________________
1966 = E W F W C ___________________________
1912 = S of the T _____________________________
1773 = B T P ________________________________
1936 = A of K E _______________________________
1997 – P D K ________________________________
1492 – CC landed in A __________________________
2004 – FB launched ___________________________
1977 – S W released (Film) _____________________
2003 = E W R W C ___________________________
1997 – H P and the P S published _________________
____________________________________________

24 H from T – Gene Pitney ______________________
7 S O R – Queen _____________________________
19th N B – The Stones _________________________
18 T I D - Bryan Adams _________________________
T N H A 1000 E - Bobby Vee ____________________
W 2 T G T W - Frankie goes to Hollywood _________
____________________________________________
2 O O 3 ‘A B - Meat Loaf _________________________
____________________________________________
General
S N and the 7 D ______________________________
7 P in a W P T (sports) ________________________
18 H in a R O G ______________________________
64 S on a C B ________________________________
10 Y in a D ___________________________________
L J G. The 9 D Q (Historical) _____________________
7 E in the H __________________________________
1001 C A B B C (advert for those with long memories)
____________________________________________
3 W from the G in a B __________________________
It T 2 to T ____________________________________

Literature
3 M in a B ___________________________________

12 K of the RT ________________________________

20,000 L u the S ______________________________

6 W of H the E ________________________________

2 G of V _____________________________________

7 W of the A W _______________________________

A T of 2 C ____________________________________

8 L on a S ___________________________________

7 P of W ____________________________________

9 P in the S S _________________________________

Y O L T (James Bond) _________________________

54 C in a P (inc J) _____________________________

C 22 _______________________________________

14 L in a S (literature) __________________________

A the W in 80 D _______________________________

3 B M see H T R (nursery rhyme) ________________

The 3 M – Dumas _____________________________

____________________________________________

50 Y in a G J _________________________________

The 39 S ____________________________________
1 D in the L of I D ______________________________
Music
76 T L the B P - from ‘The Music Man’ musical _____
____________________________________________
3 x A L - The Commodores _____________________
50 W to L Y L - Paul Simon ______________________
15 M on D M C - traditional ______________________
____________________________________________

Answers next month!

ORCC Trading
Do you want to save money on
your domestic heating oil?
What’s the scheme?
ORCC Trading Ltd has set up a new not-for-profit
enterprise that will reduce the cost of purchasing
domestic heating oil by an average of £50 on a 1,000
litre delivery.
All you need to do to take advantage of the scheme is
to pay an annual membership fee of £20, which will
cover as many oil orders as you need during the course
of the year.

What’s the snag?
There isn’t one. The scheme is being promoted by
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, a long
established and well respected Oxfordshire charity.

Who else benefits?
ORCC takes a small levy from each order to donate to
the Oxfordshire Community and Environmental Trust
(soon to take over as successor body to the Trust for
Oxfordshire’s Environment) which makes grants
available to community projects that benefit the
environment. See the TOE website for more
information: www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk

How do I join?

By bringing communities together and making the most
of joint buying power, they can make savings and pass
them on directly to people whose fuel costs are high,
simply because there isn’t mains gas in the village.

In the first instance, contact Chris Tuffrey, who will be
North Aston’s liaison officer with ORCC on this
scheme. You can call him on 07903 339155, or email:
info@offac.co.uk.

There are environment benefits too. Every time a
tanker comes out to make a delivery, it is using a lot of
diesel – a full tanker can get as little as a horrifying 8
miles per gallon. If deliveries are organised so that one
tanker delivers to several customers in a village instead
of making lots of individual deliveries, the fuel
consumption is reduced and so is traffic in the village.

How can you pay?
You can pay your bill by cheque to ORCC Trading Ltd,
or by BACS transfer to ORCC Trading Ltd. Full
payment details will be provided.
The Membership fee is £20 per annum, but your saving
could be hundreds of pounds over the same period.

Call Chris on 07903 339155 or email info@offac.co.uk

COFFEE MORNING
Come and join us for an informal get-together at the Bakery on the first
Wednesday of each month. Tea, coffee and cakes will be served from
10:30am till 12:00 noon.

EVERYONE WELCOME!
If you would like transport, or a helping hand across the road, please ring
Gwen Short (01295 810762) or Beryl Greenwood (340122) to arrange.

HOPE TO SEE YOU ON WEDNESDAY JANUARY 5th

Traffic Speed Monitor - November
The data between November 1st and 30th 2010 was
as follows:
A total of 14,128 vehicles were recorded, but the results
for two days were lost due to a flat battery (see later
comment). As a result we conclude that overall traffic
figures remained pretty faithful to the previous
recordings of around 30,000 vehicles per month.
Of these, 5418 exceeded the 30 mph speed limit.
That’s around 38%, so no real change on September.
The fastest recorded speed was one of 59 mph, set at
22:27 on the night of Friday November 26th.
Another 72 vehicles exceeded 45 mph, and a total of
474 motorists exceeded 40 mph. These figures are
remarkably similar to those set in September.
2818 motorists travelled at speeds that would have
resulted in points on their licence had they been caught
by an officially enforced police speed trap - also no
significant change on September.

As mentioned previously, if you witness a vehicle
exceeding the speed limit (by a significant margin) then
take a note of the recorded speed, their registration
number and, very importantly, the time of day, and
submit it to info@north-aston.co.uk. We can match that
time to a recorded speed. If that same vehicle is
recorded several times, we are within our rights to
inform Thames Valley Police, who will then endeavour
to “trap” the habitual speeder.
Funny Figures?
The battery in the monitor lasts around two weeks, give
or take a day or two. If you happen to notice any strange
displays as you’re passing, then it may be that the
battery is running low. Please let us know, by dropping
a note to info@north-aston.co.uk.
Apologies for the confusion caused in November when
the system briefly defaulted to kilometres per hour. No,
you weren’t necessarily exceeding the speed limit!

Fish & Chips!

If you’re “on-line” and have your own email address, and
would like to be informed of happenings in the Village,
Neighbourhood Watch updates etc, please contact:

Every Thursday afternoon from 5:00pm
until approx 5:45pm, by the telephone box

Use this address to submit items for the NA News.

info@north-aston.co.uk

Dealing
with
Dog
Waste . . . .

visitors to the village - we can’t believe anyone in North
Aston could be so thoughtless! - but all dog owners
have a shared responsibility to ensure that this antisocial
behaviour is stopped.
To help tackle this problem, the Meeting has proposed
that some discrete signs be placed in problem areas,
and that bins be sited nearby where used waste bags
can be safely deposited. The first bins will be fitted this
month. Dog owners, please keep a lookout for the bins,
use them, and adhere to the following code:

As discussed at last month’s Village Meeting, there is
some concern over the increasing amount of dog
waste being left by pet owners around the village. This
is not only inherently unpleasant, but also represents a
serious health hazard, particularly to children.
What’s more, it’s illegal for dog owners to allow their
pets to foul public areas and carries an on-the-spot
fine of £50, and possible additional court fines totalling
a further £2500.
Just putting the waste into a plastic bag is not enough.
A recent clean-up around the Green uncovered 28 bags
that had simply been thrown into corners, under the
hedgerow, or dumped in the TetraPak recycling bin.
Obviously most of these bags will have been left by

O

No dog waste to be left anywhere on or around the
Green.

O

No dog waste to be left anywhere on, or within three
feet either side of any of the designated public
footpaths in the Parish.

O

No dog waste to be left anywhere on, or beside, any
of the public pavements in the village.

O

Dispose of dog waste responsibly, either in your
green bin at home, or in one of the designated dog
waste bins once they have been installed.

O

Biodegradable dog waste bags are available free of
charge from Cherwell District Council, or from Eileen
& Chris at The Green.

O

Be prepared to tackle visitors who you see allowing
their dogs to foul the village. It’s your village - be
proud of it!

The lucky winners of the December draw for
the North Aston 100 Club were:
First Prize (£10): Diana Adamson (#33)
Second Prize (£5): Fred Hoare (#4)
Next month is another big one! Top prize will be £25
Not a participant? Call Norman on 340368

Phishing and Email Scams
A general reminder to be wary at all times of unexpected emails
from banks, building societies, on-line auctions, social
networking sites etc. If you are in any doubt about the validity of
an email, do not click on any links. Instead, hover your cursor
carefully over one of the links and check the destination URL in
the status bar (usually bottom left of your email viewing pane) to
see the genuine weblink. Even then, think twice.
Remember; your bank, building society or credit card company
will never ask you for personal details via email.
If you have any information or concerns you can contact
Trading Standards on 0845 051 0845 or Thames Valley Police on 08458 505 505 to report incidents.

North Aston Village Meeting
Thursday 2nd December 2010
MINUTES
Present: Chris Tuffrey (Chair), Franca Potts (Clerk), Sue Hatzigeorgiou (Treasurer)
Present: Kildare Bourke-Borrowes, Eileen Gilmore, Trudy Busby, Clive Busby, Jane Durnin, Peter Durnin,
Niel Nicholson, Marcus Potts, John Harvey-Lee, Mark Stay
Apologies: Tony Godwin, Linda Brown, Beryl Greenwood, David Greenwood.

Village Meeting
1. Welcome & Apologies
Chris Tuffrey welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting, as published in the
September issue of the North Aston News, were
approved unanimously. Proposed by Marcus Potts and
seconded by Trudy Busby.
3. Treasurer’s Report
Sue Hatzigeorgiou explained the Treasurer’s Report
for the Village Meeting, it was briefly discussed, and
approved.

Christmas Gifts for OAPs through the “Friends of North
Aston”. IT WAS AGREED that SH would give Linda a
cheque to cover the cost, based upon a maximum
expenditure of £5 per head.
Proposed by Jane Durnin, seconded by Kildare BourkeBorrowes.
5. Parish Wassail
Mark Stay told the meeting that the annual Village
Wassail would be taking place on Sunday 12
December. The carol singers would gather at the corner
of the Green, and all would be welcome. There was
also an open invitation for anyone to join in later in the
evening, as the singers progressed through the Parish.
6. Carols on the Green

There was no further business relating directly to the
Village Meeting. As a result, the Meeting moved on
swiftly to the Village Fund Meeting:

A request had been made that the Carols on the Green
be moved, as the event has become much larger in
recent years and there have been concerns, on Health
and Safety grounds, over the proximity of those
attending to the bonfire if the event continued to be held
in the corner by Deidre’s house.

Village Fund

It was suggested that the bonfire be moved to the
middle of the green, kept smaller and lit earlier.

Those attending, and apologies for absence, as above.
Chris Tuffrey welcomed everyone to the meeting.

IT WAS AGREED that the officers of the meeting,
together with Niel Nicholson and Marcus Potts, would
meet with Clive to consider a new site.

4. Any Other Business

1. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The Minutes of the last Meeting, as published in the
News, were approved. Proposed by Marcus Potts and
seconded by Trudy Busby.
2. Treasurer’s Report
Sue Hatzigeorgiou read out the Treasurer’s Report for
the Village Fund, it was briefly discussed, and
approved.
3. The Children’s Christmas Party
IT WAS AGREED that Trudy Busby would ask Liz Hite
if she would be prepared to organise the traditional
Children’s Christmas Party and that the Village Fund
would give £50 towards the cost, subject to the Party
taking place.
4. Christmas Gifts for OAPs
It was suggested that Linda Brown had offered once
again to organise the purchase and distribution of

Mulled wine will be supplied by Franca Potts, Niel
Nicholson and Mark Stay. If anyone else wished to bring
minced pies, that would be most welcome.
Arising from the large number of offers made by those
attending to give a donation at the event, IT WAS
AGREED that a box be placed adjacent to the mulled
wine inviting voluntary contributions. Any funds raised
would be for charitable use, and the beneficiaries to be
decided at the next Village Meeting.
KB-B told the meeting that in the absence of a Vicar,
he would lead the prayers.
7. School Bus
There had been a request to consider re-siting the bus
stop as there had been an incident at the entrance to
Nicholsons Nurseries involving mixed traffic and
children waiting for the bus.
The possibility of relocating the pick-up point to the area

of the Green, adjacent to the telephone box, was
discussed. However, in the first instance IT WAS
AGREED that CT would contact integrated transport
and ask if the Walters bus could go through Middle
Aston, rather than reversing into the Middle Aston Lane,
as is currently the case.
8. Dog Fouling
Marcus Potts told the meeting that he had noticed an
increase in the amount of dog fouling in the village, not
only around the Green, but also on or very close to the
designated footpaths within the parish.
It was thought not unreasonable that dog owners should
make use of the free bags available from the Council
to collect their dog’s waste and dispose of it responsibly.
It was suggested that signs, and possibly bins, could
be placed at either end of the main footpath through
the woods, and perhaps another near the clothes’ bank
on the Green.
The Council will empty bins for a small charge, but
they can be expensive to buy.
IT WAS AGREED that the corner of the Green used by
the children as a play area should remain a dog-free
zone, and that the signs that once explained this should
be replaced. In addition, Marcus offered to make a
number of additional, discrete signs, that could be
displayed at strategic points along the main footpaths.
9. Salting in Cold Weather
CT suggested that the village could obtain or make salt
containers (bins or troughs) for either end of the village,
which the Council would fill, free of charge. They will
not supply salted grit unless a suitable receptacle is
present.
He also referred to a Government directive regarding
the salting of public pathways and private drives. This
explains that, contrary to popular belief, home owners
who clear snow and ice from in front of their properties
cannot be held liable for any accidents that may occur
subsequent to their efforts.
Salt provided by the Council cannot be used for private
drives, but residents should be encouraged to clear
pathways outside their own properties, and salted grit
from the bins can be used on the public footpath. MP
suggested a bin near to the telephone box and offered
to provide a wooden container for the purpose.
IT WAS AGREED that there would be mention of this
topic in the next newsletter.
10. Bus Service
The Dial-a-Ride service will be stopping in early 2011
and there is no other regular bus service from the
village. Steeple Aston want a more regular service and
CT suggested a possible diversion through Middle Aston
and North Aston.

However, Stagecoach is not willing to re-route the X59
service. Heyfordian runs a service on Thursdays
through all the surrounding villages, but does not pass
through North Aston. This can only happen if the Council
direct it. CT has approached Mr Jelfs, our
representative on CDC, about a Thursday service to
Banbury and has suggested a trial run.
11. Kerbing the Green
CT explained that a quote had been received from
Richard Boss to complete the work, which had been
anticipated in September, but the figure offered was
considered to be quite high and beyond the amount
that the Village Fund could be expected to meet without
further discussion.
In the meantime, the contractors working on the new
driveway to the Hall have also offered to submit an
estimate for the job, and this is anticipated shortly. It
was explained that they will now be unlikely to complete
their work before the New Year.
MP added that he had received a suggestion from a
resident in the village that narrowing the whole length
of the Green to a constant width sufficient only for two
cars to pass might be counter-productive. If two lorries
attempted to pass, one would be forced to drive up
over the kerbs, either onto the footpath, or onto the
Green. This might happen regularly, on a Tuesday,
when the refuse collections were being made.
It was therefore suggested that a ‘passing place’ be
incorporated into the kerbing scheme, somewhere
near the middle of the Green, which would remain
sufficiently wide for lorries or farm vehicles to pass.
The necessary width would be much as present, and
no widening would be required. The overall effect,
however, would still deter speeding.
Approval was sought from the meeting. Proposed by
Clive Busby and seconded by John Harvey-Lee.
IT WAS AGREED that if contractors could be found
who could complete the task within a maximum budget
of £2,500, then this amount should be set aside for the
purpose. Proposed by Marcus Potts and seconded by
John Harvey-Lee. A vote was taken which was
unanimous.
12. Speed Monitor
It was commented that there needs to be provision for
alternative locations for the speed monitor, and that the
current wooden stake supporting the unit needs to be
replaced with a steel one.
CB stated that he knew the whereabouts of some
suitable poles, and would seek them out. One pole
would be sited near to the current temporary support,
perhaps equidistant from each end of the Green. Other
sites under consideration included the corner of the
junction with the Middle Aston Lane, and towards the
eastern end of the Green.

13 The State of the Middle Aston Lane

15. Gardening Club

MP told the meeting that he had been approached by
several members of the community who were
concerned over the deteriorating state of the Middle
Aston Lane, which had suffered serious erosion as a
result of the constant stream of contractors vehicles
to the site of the new driveway entrance along the Lane.
IT WAS AGREED that Kevin Cash should be
approached regarding reinstatement of the verges
along the Lane, perhaps with a view to achieving a better
definition to the existing passing places.

CT told the meeting that his suggestion for creating a
Gardening Club within the Village did not appear to
generated much interest. However, he was going to
obtain seed catalogues for those interested in forming
a club. He explained that generous discounts are
available from several major suppliers, and that some
of the local garden centres also offer special deals to
members of gardening clubs. It was suggested that
mention of this was made in the next issue of the North
Aston News.

12. Community Heating Oil Scheme

16. Printing the News

CT brought some information to the meeting about a
community heating oil scheme which allowed residents
to subscribe and order heating oil at a substantial
saving. CT agreed to get some leaflets to circulate
around the village.

The expense of producing the North Aston News is very
generously met by Nicholson Nurseries, who not only
provide the paper and toner, but also allow the Editor
to monopolise the photocopier for an afternoon each
month. IT WAS AGREED unanimously that the Meeting
should present Niel and Liz Nicholson with a gift as an
expression of thanks for their kind support.

13. Nominations for Officers, 2011
The posts of Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary of
the Meeting are up for renewal at the AGM in January.
The incumbents were encouraged to retain their
positions for another year, and all generously agreed.
Chris Tuffrey was nominated as Chair, proposed by
Niel Nicholson and seconded by John Harvey-Lee.

17. Editor of the News

Sue Hatzigeorgiou agreed to be nominated as
Treasurer and Franca Potts as Secretary.

MP told the meeting that after many, many years, John
Harvey-Lee was stepping down as solo Editor of the
North Aston News, and that he and John would be
continuing to edit the newsletter jointly in future. IT WAS
AGREED unanimously that the Meeting should also
present John with a similar gift as a sign of appreciation
for his unstinting contribution over the years.

14. Any Other Business

18. Crib Service

Eileen Gilmore raised the subject of the Village Hall.
She said that plans had been discussed repeatedly for
many years, yet nothing had ever happened. She
suggested that perhaps the plans may have been too
ambitious, and that we should look at something more
modest. Anything would be better than nothing, she
said. She suggested we look at replacing the old
pavilion with a new wooden structure.

KB-B reminded the meeting that the time for the Crib
Service on Christmas Eve had been changed, and
would be an hour earlier than previously published,
beginning at 3:00pm.

MP explained that Cherwell District Council had strong
objections to the use of the old pavilion site, and had
already stated their requirement that any return to use
of that location would have to include the construction
of new footpaths on both sides of the road, from the
junction with the Middle Aston Lane, all the way to the
entrance gate. This would necessitate the removal and
relocation of a stone wall and some loss to Norman
West’s garden. The Council had suggested that the
total cost of creating such footpaths could be
c.£100,000 .

The Village AGM will take place on Thursday 13th
January 2011 at 7.30pm in the Old Bakery.

Although Beesley’s Close was the Council’s preferred
location for a new Village Hall, it is sited within the North
Aston Conservation Area, and permission to erect a
wooden structure there would be unlikely to be granted.
However, IT WAS AGREED that a proposal to this effect
should be put to the village and CT offered to find
costings for such a building.

NEXT VILL
AGE MEE
TING
VILLAGE
MEETING
Items on the agenda include:
Q

The Election of Officers

Q

The Setting of a Precept

Q

Kerbing the Village Green

Q

Dog Fouling - Progress & Bins

Q

North Aston Gardening Club

Q

ORCC Heating Oil Scheme

Q

Coping with Ice and Snow

A full agenda will be posted on the Village Noticeboard
nearer the time. If you have any items you would like
included, please email your request to info@northaston.co.uk.

It’s Snow Joke!
The December snows were fabulous in many ways,
with stunning views around the village and great fun
for the younger members of the community, but the
depth of coverage did cause a few problems too.
Not only did we suffer from difficult roads, missed
deliveries (and collections!) and a few frozen pipes,
but many people were unable to get out of their homes
to go shopping, collect prescriptions, or visit friends.

There has been some scaremongering in the media
recently suggesting that those clearing snow or ice from
footpaths might be held responsible for any subsequent
accidents. This is not true.
Since December’s “bad” weather the Government has
stated that Good Samaritans clearing pavements
should not fear prosecution (provided they don’t make
the situation worse, by trying to melt the snow using
hot water, for instance, rather than spreading salt or
grit!) and should be encouraged to assist elderly
neighbours if they are unable
to do similar clearing work
themselves.
The advice came too late to
help over Christmas, but
more snow is forecast for
this month. If it comes, and
you are able to, please
accept responsibility for the
pavement outside your
home, and keep it free of ice
and snow.

At the December Village Meeting it was suggested that
householders and the more able-bodied should
shoulder some of the burden of keeping the footpaths
clear in the event of heavy snow.

If you have less able-bodied
neighbours, please clear their
pavement too. Also, please make sure that you don’t
simply remove the snow from your own drive, and then
dump it onto the footpath, as happened last month!
Finally, be bold, and ask any elderly neighbours if they
need anything, or might appreciate a lift into town.

Welcome . . .

Simon & Jane Beaufoy into North Aston Mill

The last year or so has been a busy period for local
removals firms, and we have had several new arrivals
in North Aston. Welcome to you all - and apologies to
anyone we’ve missed!

Nigel & Miranda Doggett into the Old Vicarage

David & Irayna Brow, into Juniper House
Lynn Quek & Fiona Martin into Nether Cottage
Christopher & Chloë Woodhead into Folly Field House

North Aston
Gardening Club
Keen gardener or allotment holder? Then why not join the new
North Aston Gardening Club? There are many benefits, including:
O Discounts of up to 50% from major seed and plant companies
O Discounts from local Garden & Plant Centres
O Seed and Plant “Swap Shops”
O Talks, visits, social evenings, and much more
If you are interested in joining this newly-formed group, speak to
Chris or call him on 07903 339155, or email info@offac.co.uk.

JANUARY 2011

STEEPLE ASTON

NORTH ASTON

TACKLEY

Sunday 2nd
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

8.00 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
No Children’s Church
this week

11.00 am
Holy Communion &
Children’s Church
Rev’d Tim Shepherd
6pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Sunday 9th
11.00 am
Holy Communion
& Children’s Church
(Prayers for Healing)
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

9.30 am
Family Service
Mr Nick Bevan

9.30 am
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
6pm
Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons

Sunday 16th
6.00 pm
Evensong
SA Layperson

No Service

10.30 am
United Benefice
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston
6.00 pm
Ecumenical Evensong
Fr. Robin Gibbons
Rev’d Jonathan Todd

Sunday 23rd
11.00 am
Family Communion
Rev’d Geoff Hunter

9.30 am
Mattins
Mr Richard Bailey

10.30 am
Covenant service
at Methodists
6.00 pm
Holy Communion
Rev’d Mervyn Puleston

Sunday 30th
10.30 am
United Benefice
Rev’d Michael Roden
Team Rector and
Rural Dean, Hitchin

No service

No service

Other events this month:
A short service of Morning Prayer is said on most Tuesdays at 9.30 am in Steeple Aston
A short service of Morning Prayer is said on Wednesdays at 9.00 am in Tackley
Wednesday 5th North Aston 10.30 am to noon, Coffee in the Old Bakehouse
Wednesday 5th Steeple Aston 10.30 am to noon, Coffee & Chat at The White Lion

